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THE    EXCHaViE,    1796. 


EDITORS'  ADDRESS. 

WHEN  we  view  the  numerous  improvements 
made,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  in 
many  harbours  of  this  kingdom,  by  the  fpirited 
exertions  of  individuals,  and  the  amazing  increafe 
of  the  towns  of  thefe  refpeftive  ports,  in  wealth  and 
magnitude,  the  mind  is  forcibly  impreffed  with  an- 
high  fenfe  of  the  great  advantages  derived  there- 
from. 

The  extenfive  coal-mines  of  this  country  have 
caufed  this  port  always  to  be  confidered  of  the  firft 
confequence  ;  not  only  on  account  of  a  great  part  of 
the  kingdom  being  fuppHed  therefrom  with  that 
neceflary  article,  but  for  the  immenfe  number  of 
ikips,  neceflarily  employed,  being  the  firfl:  nurfery 
for  feamen  in  the  ifland ;  and  when  we  refled  that 
the  Increafmg  trade  and  affluence  of  this  town  and 
port,  depend  fo  much  upon  the  prefervation  of  the 
river,  the  ferlous  attention  of  all  concerned  therein, 
ought  certainly  at  all  times  to  be  directed  to  every 
improvement  it  is  capable  of  receiving. 

The  defign  of  the  liberal  author  of  the  following 
ingenious  work,  hath  been,  it  evidently  appears,  to 
evince  the   utility   of  fuch  improvements   in   this 
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country ;  as  well  as  to  remove  many  exifling 
grievances  of  that  period  j  on  which  important  fub- 
je^ts,  no  one  has  more  eminently  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf. 

After  fome  degree  of  diiiiculty  in  our  fearch  for  it, 
we  have  been  favoured  with  an  original  copy ;  and 
being  repeatedly  folicited  thereto,  by  a  number  of 
refpe£table  gentlemen,  have  reprinted  the  whole 
■verbatim,  with  t^z.^  fac  ftmiles  of  the  author's  map 
of  the  river,  and  curious  prints,  together  with  por- 
traits of  the  refpedive  kings  and  queens,  &c.  and 
now  offer  it  to  the  public  on  as  reafonable  terms 
as  the  nature  of  fuch  chargeable  undertakings  will 
admit  of. 

l^ewcqftki  Od.  29,  1796. 


FOR 


FOR  HIS   HIGHNESS 


OLIVER,  LORD  PROTECTOR 


OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND, 
AND  IRELAND,  l:fc. 


MAY    IT    PLEASE    YOUR   HIGHNESS, 

THE  nation,  finding  your  fatherly  care  over 
them,  in  the  well  ordering,  and  governing, 
according  to  the  laws,  flatutes,  and  cuftoms ;  en- 
deavoring peace,  caufing  juftice  and  law  to  be 
equally  adminiflred,  have  caufe,  and  do  blefs  God 
for  the  fame. 

Upon  ferious  confideration  whereof,  I  fhall  not 
dare,  or  prefume  to  ufe  arguments,  to  induce  your 
highnefs,  to  lend  an  ear,  to  hear  the  nations 
grievance,  or  what  may  be  prefented  for  its  good; 
but  do  humbly  prefent  herein,  fome  collections  of 
records,  taken  out  of  mofl  judicatures,  concerning' 
the  abufe  of  the  coal-trade,  the  burrough,  and  cor- 
poration of  Nev^caflle  upon  Tine,  its  charters, 
evidences,  and  depofitions ;  proving  thereby  gene- 
ral wrongs,  and  infupportable  burdens,  viz. 

Firft,  forcing  people  to  lofe  their  lives,  others  to 
fwear  againft  themfelves,  others  to  cut  purfes  in 
the'.r  courts  for  gain,  and  all  to  themfelves ;  illegal 
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and  falfe  arrefl-s,  and  imprifonments ;  refufers  of 
bail,  and  difobeyers  of  habeas  corpufes ;  great  and 
lifual  impofillons,  and  arbitrary  fines  ;  contemners 
of  your  law;  judges,  jurors,  and  witnelTes  in  their 
own  caufes;  converting  all  lines,  felons  goods,  and 
■wrecks,  to  their  own  ufe ;  deftroyers  of  that 
famous  river  of  Tine;  forcing  fliips  and  boats  to 
fmk,  and  imprifoning  thofe  that  dare  to  fuccor 
them ;  ingroifers  of  all  coals,  and  other  commo- 
dities, into  their  own  hands,  from  the  inheritors, 
by  patent;  with  other  irrefutable  oppreffions,  like 
to  the  Spanifli  inquifuion,  and  practice  of  the  high 
commifTion,  and  ftar-chamber;  being  put  in  execu- 
tion, at  this  day,  in  that  town,  by  command  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  other  their  officers ;  and  what  they 
cannot  do,  by  force  of  their  charter,  amongli 
themfelves,  againft  any  private  perfon  oppofipg, 
then,  by  combination,  ruin  them  at  law,  by  their 
del^tory  plea,  and  out-purfmg  them  ;  to  the  high 
diihonor  of  God,  and  your  highnefs,  and  tending 
to  the  peoples  undoing. 

Humbly  befeeches,  for  the  glory  of  God,  the 
fame  of  your  law,  the  contentment  of  the  free 
people  of  England,  the  prefervation  of  trade  and 
navip-ation,  and  increafe  of  your  public  revenue, 

II.  That  no  confirmation  bee  of  that  towne  of  New- 
caflle  upon  Tines  charters,  or  ufurped  powers ;  but 
that  a  fpeedy  remedy  be  had,  either  by  quo  war- 
ranto^ or  othcrwife;  and  their  magiftrates  may  fuffer, 
according  to  their  offences. 

III.  That  no  arrefts  be  made  in  that  town,  except 
by  procefs  from  above,  or  under  forty  fhillings  ;  by 
reafon  they  underftand  not  the  law,  and  commonly 

their  judges  will  mafter  reafon. 

IV.  That 


THE    EPISTLE    DEDICATORY. 

IV.  That  commiffioners  of  fewers  in  Northum- 
berland, and  county  of  Durham,  be  forthwith  im- 
powred,  for  the  prefervation  of  that  river ;  other- 
wife  it  will  be  quite  choaked  up,  and  thereby  no 
coals  to  be  got,  but  at  excellive  rates. 

V.  That  an  ad  quod  damnum  be  granted,  for  a 
market  at  Shields,'  which  will  prevent  the  lofs  of 
many  a  poor  fouls  life  for  the  future. 

VI.  Or  that  a  revival  of  that  never  to  be  forgot- 
ten ftatute.  II  Rich.  2.  cap.  7.  for  a  free  trade  to 
all,  which  voided  all  monopolies  and  charters,  as 
being  the  greatefl:  ■  grievance  in  a  commonwealth, 
'&c.     It    will  not  ■  onely    make    this    your    nation 

equivalent  with  Venice,  Holland,  and  other  free 
rich  ilates,  in  ^-iches,  but  preferve  timber,  and  re- 
duce coals  under  20s.  the  chalder  all  the  year  at 
London,  but  alfo  augment  to  your  publique  re- 
venue above  40000L  per  ann.  in  that  very  port  of 
the  river  of  Tine. 

VII.  That  your  royal  prote6tion  be  granted  to 
fuch  who  profecute  a  caufe  in  behalf  of  your  high- 
nefs,  from  the  hand  of  violence,  during  the  time  of 
their  profecution.  That  the  claufe  in  the  21. 
k.  James,  chap.  3.  viz.  for  all  informations  upon 
penal  ftatutes  to  be  profecuted  in  the  refpedive 
counties,  be  voyd ;  by  reafon  the  judges,  alias 
IherifFs,  are  the  offenders,  and  no  right  can  be  got 
againfl  them  ;  the  honorable  judges  of  both  benches 
hands  being  tyed  up,  for  w^ant  of  an  appeal,  ob- 
ftruded  by  the  aforefaid  ftatute. 

VIII.  If  their  charters,  and  illegal  privileges  be 
confirmed,  undoubtedly  it  will  facrifice  the  peace  of 
your  nation,  lefTen  your  intereft  with  the  free-born, 
weaken  your   power,    loofe  the  bonds   of  a  quiet 

government, 
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government,  extirpate  the  pure  laws,  and  advance 
diforder  and  confufion ;  it  being  humbly  conceived 
this  happy  change'  of  government  voids  their 
charters,  (they  being  no  laws,  but  merely  pre- 
rogatives) to  Englands  comfort. 

IX.  That  IherifFs  and  their  fubftitutes  may  be 
liable  to  the  punifhment  of  perjury,  for  breach  of 
their  oath,  in  denying  bail  to  fuch  as  are  capable ; 
for  not  returning  writs  of  habeas  corpus^  and  other 
their  falfe  returns,  as  others  in  other  natures. 

X.  And  that  a  law  be  created  for  death,  to  fuch 
that  ihall  commit  perjury,  forgery,  or  accept  of 
bribery. 

XL  All  which  are  laid  at  your  highnefs  and 
councils  feet,  to  do  as  God  fhall  direct,  for  the 
relief  of  the  cpprelTed. 

Everfubfcribing  myfelf^ 

Afervant  to  your  highnefs^ 
And  the  publiquet 

RALPH  GARDINER. 
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TO  THE  READER. 


COURTEOUS    READER, 

1SET  not  out  the   map  of  the   river  of  Tiftfj  for  Jliips  ia 
fleer   their    courfe  by ;    but  for   a    demonfiration    to  fuch 
judges  as  may  be  appointed  regulators  of  the  great  ahufes   done 
thereunto ;   nor  the  efigies  in  my   book^  for  other  corporations 
to  aB   the  like  by  ;    but  that  the  irregular  proceedings  therein, 
and  cruelty  of  this  corporation   of  Neivcajlley   may   the  plainer 
appear ;    not  onely    to    his    highnefsy   and   council,  par  lament, 
admiral,   army,  Judges,  gentry,   but  alfo  to  the   commonalty  of 
the   nation  ;   that  they    may  expel  out  of  their    thoughts  fuch 
tyranny  as  is  there   enaEled,    by   charter    law ;    being    nothing 
more  of  my  labours  and  pains  than  nvhat  I  am  bound  in  duty, 
and  confcience,  for  the  relief  of  the  opprejfed ;   rcfolving  ivith 
Cods  affifance   to    continue  fo   doing,   to   the   utternicf    of  my 
power.      Probably  I  may  have   omitted  fome  circumfances  re- 
lating, yet  am  I  confident  nothi7ig  comprehended  but   the   naked 
truth  ;    and  nvhat  omiffions  are  in  this,  in  my  next  will  appear, 
(if  I  mif carry  ?iot,   by  an  unknoivn   hand).      I  doubt  not  but 
fome  perfon,  may  anfiver  this  in  print,   or  require  further  fatis- 
faEiion  therein  ;    I  am  ready  to  receive  the  one,  and  declare  tht 
other ;     but    well   I   knoiv,    the  truth    hereof  cannot  be   dif- 
proved  ;  fuch  may   (if  they  pleafe )    ivhofe   natural  dialect   is 
detraBion,   apt  to  fain    and  fing  ivith  calumny  and  flander, 
fooner  thaii  make    a  jifl  defence,   to  joyn    iffue  upon,   to  fand 
a7id  fall  by  (as  I  am  by  this)  challenging  any  to  brand  me  with 
the  leaf  oj    injufice  I  ever  did  them  ;   being   ready  with   my 
fortune  to   make  good  nvhat  I  profecute.      The  thing  I  aim  at, 
is  a  right  under/landing  between  the  free  and  iinjree   men   of 
England ;   a  perfect  love,  every  one  injoying  their  own,  and 
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to  he  governed  under  our  knoiun  and  nvholefome  Inivs^  as  alfo 
an  obedience  thereunto;  and  hot  by  a  hidden  prerogative,  alias 
charters. 

It  being  a  ivonder  there  dare  be  fuch  prefumption  in  this 
corporation,  to  exercife  fuch  infolencies.  which  ivere  the 
greatejl  ohjlruclors  of  our  nations  liberties,  by  garijoning  that 
town.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  recorder,  luith  the  bur- 
gejfes,  and  others,  againjl  the  free-born  of  England^  ivhich 
prohibited  all  trade,  from  the  ^th.  day  of  January,  1642,  to 
the  l^th  of  November,  16/^4,  in  that  port ;  ivhich  caufed 
coals  to  be  four  pound  the  chaldron,  and  fait  four  pound  the 
nveigh  ;  the  poor  inhabitants  forced  to  fie  the  country,  others 
to  quarter  all  armies  upon  free  quarter ;  heavy  taxes  to  them 
all,  both  EnglfJj,  Scots,  and  garifons ;  plundered  of  all 
they  had}  land  lying  tunjle ;  coal-pits  drowned;  falt-works 
broken  down  ;  hay  and  corn  burnt  ;  town  pulled  doivn  ;  mens 
wives  carried  away,  by  the  unfatiahle  Scots,  and  ahujed ;  all 
being  occafioned  by  that  corporatiotis  difnffeEtion  ;  and  yet  to 
tyrannize ^  as  is  hereafter  mentioned ;  I  appeal  to  God  and  the 
world, 

RALPH  GARDNER. 
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CHARTER    LAV/. 


WITH     ITS 


PRACTICE     DISCOVERED. 


"CHAP.    I. 
NEWCASTLE  UPON   TYNES   PATRON.      , 

KING   JOHN, 

Surnamed  without  land^  rahned  17  yeers  and  7 
month es^  died  19.  daie  ofOdobtr,  1216,  was  buried 
at  Worcejler,  in  the  51.  yeer  of  his  age, 

(a)"!^^  ING  John,  who  ufurped  the  crown  of  Eng- 
J^l^land,  was  (only  for  form  ah  ties  fike)  fworn 
by  a  bifhop,  who  being  demanded  the  reafon  why  he 
did  fo,  faid,  that  by  the  gift  of  prophecy,  certified, 
that  at  fome  time,  king  John  would  take  the  crown 
and  realm  of  England,  and  bring  all  to  ruin  and  con- 
fufion,  he  pretending,  the  king  his  brother,  was  dead 
in  the  time  of  his  being  abfent  beyond  fea ;  being 
the  firfl:  author  of  charters  (for  gain)  and  people  like 
himfelf,  for  lucre  of  gain,  fold  their  birth-right  to 
become  bodies  corporate,  and  oppreilbrs  of  the 
free-born  people  of  England  :  For  before  charters 
were,  all  the  free-holders  of  England  were  free  to 
make  laws  for  the  good  of  the  nation  j  but   corpo- 
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rations  being  fubordinate  to  fiich  laws,  as  he  by  his 
prerogative  gave  them,  being  repugnant  to  the 
known  fundamental  laws  of  Lngland. 

In  the  firll  year  of  his  reign,  dreadful  tempeftuous 
weathers  by  rains,  that  the  grounds  were  fo  fpoiled, 
that  whereas  corn  was  fold  for  one  firilling  the  boule, 
in  king  Henry  the  feconds  daies,  then  coit  13  jfhil- 
liiigs  the  boule  ;  alfo  an  abundance  of  fifh  found 
dead  upon  the  land,  by  the  corruption  of  the  waters, 
no  hay  could  be  mowed,  and  hale  as  big  as  hens 
eggs. 

(b)  He  was  an  ufurper,  a  tyrant,  a  bloody  perfon, 
a  murderer,  a  perjured  perfon,  a  covetous  perfon, 

*  See  clian.    ^  demolifher  of  famous  towns  with  fire,  and  a  feller 

49.  (b)         of  Englands  fupremacy  to  the   pope*,  whofe  reign 

was  oppreflive,  and  end,  (hame.     For  further  fatis- 

fadion  I  refer  you  to  his  true  hiflory,  I  Ihall  onely 

give  a  brief  of  fome  paffages  in  his  reign. 

He  made  a  law  that  all  jews  that  would  not  turn 
chriftians  fhould  pay  a  certain  great  fum  of  money, 
or  be  imprifoned,  and  when  they  did  turn,  then 
they  fliould  have  their  money  again  ;  a  young  mer- 
chant paid  60I.  to  continue  a  jew,  and  after  turned 
to  be  a  chriftian  ;  then  he  demanded  his  money 
from  the  king,  but  he  being  unwilling  to  part  with 
money,  demanded  what  reason  he  had  to  turn,  and 
fent  for  his  father  and  mother  to  dif-fwade  him,  and 
to  per-fwade  him  to  change  again  to  be  a  jew. 

(c)  He  gave  command  that  all  the  jews  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  to  be  forthwith  imprifoned,  men, 
"Women,  and  children,  by  reafon  they  turned  fo  faft 
to  be  of  his  religion,  and  then  feized  on  all  their 
riches  to  fatifie  his  covetous  difpofition,  and  fuch  as 
■would  not  confefs  where  their  money  was,  pulled 
out  their  teeth  and  eies,  and  then  took  the  thir- 
teenth part  of  all  eiiates  moveable,  to  war  againft 
the  earls  of  Marfti,  who  defired  him  to  forbear,  but 
he  would  nor,  for  which  they  difpoiTeifed  him  of 
all  his  lands  in  France,  &c. 

He 
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He  having  little  love  to  his  wife  Ifabel  the  queen, 
was  divorced,  pretending  (lie  was  too  near  of  kin  to 
him,  and  fo  took  another. 

(d)  He  murthered  duke  Arthur  earl  of  Brittan, 
his  eldeft  brothers  fon,  being  heir  to  the  crown,  in 
the  caflle  of  Roan,  in  France,  and  chafed  William  de 
Branes  out  of  England,  and  caufed  his  wife  and 
children  to  be  ftarved  to  death,  in  Winfor  caftle. 

He  dif-inherited  many  of  the  nobility  without 
judgment  of  the  law,  and  put  to  death  Ramp  earl 
of  Chefter,  for  reproving  him  for  lying  with  his 
brothers  wife,  and  reproached  orhers  ot  his  nobles, 
telling  them  how  often  he  had  defiled  their  beds, 
and  dcfloured  their  daughters. 

(e)  He  granted  to  the  city  of  London  their 
charter,  and  letters  pattents,  to  chufe  their  mayor 
yeerly  in  the  tenth  yeer,  1210.  who  governs  we'll, ,&c. 

(f)  He  removed  the  exchequer  from  London  to 
Northampton,  and  got  a  great  armv  to  go  againft 
the  king  of  Scots,  but  the  king  of  Scots  met  Uim 
and  did  him  homage,  and  gave  him  his  two 
daughters  as  pledges,  and  eleven  thoufand  fcotch 
marks,  and  upon  his  return  took  homage  of  the 
free-holders  of  England,  and  fware  them  to  his 
allegiance,  all  above   11   years  of  age.  11  year  121 1. 

(g)  He  made  oath  to  be  obedient  to  the  pope  of 
Rome,  by  name  Innocentius,  to  Randolph,  his 
bull,  who  went  with  his  nobles  to  Dover,  where  he 

met  with  the  faid  popes  bull,  and  there  refigned  isyeanaiz. 
the  crown  with  the  realm  of  England  and  Ireland 
into  the  popes  hand  ;  fee  his  oath  in  chap.  59.  (b)  : 
upon  which  the  biihops  who  he  had  baniihed,  re- 
turned to  England,  by  leave  from  the  pope.  King 
John  met  them  and  fell  flat  upon  his  face  on  the 
ground,  ^nd  alked  them  forgivenefs,  melting 
bitterly  into  tears,  &c. 

(h)  He  grants  the  very  next  year,  after  his  power 
was  given  to  the  pope,  unto  the  tov/n  of  Newcaftle 
upori  fyne,  letters  pattents  to  be  a  corporation,  and 

B  2v  to 
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to  hold   the  faid   town  in  fee-farm,  at  the  rent  of 
cd"  lool.  per.  annum,  as  by  the  faid  recited  letters  pat- 

tents,  in  the  fecond  chapter,  more  at  large  appears, 

i4>'ca''»  1213  ^Yino    1213.     (Surely  this   charter  is    not  good  by 
law,  &c.) 

(i)  He  was  the  caufe  of  firing  the  chief  town  in 
Northumberland,  called  Morpeth,  and  caufed  many 
more  towns  in  England  and  Wales  to  be  burnt. 

The  barons  of  England  being  armed,  demanded 
of  him  the  laws  and  liberties  granted  by  king  Ed- 
ward the  confeflbr,  vulgarly  called  St.  Edward,  he 
defn-ed  refpite  till  ealler,  and  gave  fureties  to  per- 
form them. 

IS  year.  (k)  He  met  with  the  barons  of  England  in  Running 

Meadow,  between  Winfor  and  Stains,  upon  the 
16.  of  June ;  granted  under  his  hand  to  them  the 
liberties  of  England,  without  any  difficulty,  and  the 
whole  realm  was  fworn  thereunto;  and  foon  after 
fubtlely  and  privately  fends  to  the  pope  and  other 
nations,  for  armies  to  make  void  thofe  charters  and 
liberties  granted  to  the  barons,  and  to  fubdue 
England,  and  promifed  them  great  rewards.  Forty 
thoufand  fouldiers,  that  were  to  have  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  to  conquer  Englan-d  for  king  John,  were 
all  caft  away  on  the  fea.  The  pope  fends  in  great 
ftrength,  who  landed  at  Dover,  and  deflroyed 
many  towns  by  fire,  and  with  the  fword  Hew  many 
thouiands  of  people;  the  pope  excommunicating  the 
barons  particularly  by  their  names  great  fubverfion 
and  diffolution  thereupon  fell,  laying  all  hedges  and 
ditches  level,  tormenting  the  barons,  with  their 
wives,  &c. 

j.5-car.  (l)    The    barons    were  neceffitated   to  fend  for 

Lewis,  fon  to  the  king  of  France,  for  to  come  with 
an  army  to  join  with  them  to  conquer  king  John, 
whofe  cruelties  were  intoUerable  ;  which  was  done, 
and  king  John  overthrown,  and  forced  to  flee 
towards  Lin;  being  poyfoned  by  a  monk  at  Swin- 
ficd  :  (The  reafon  he  gave  was,  that  if  he  had  lived 

half 
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half  a   year  longer,  a  half-penny  loaf  would   cod 
20S.)     He  died,  and  was  buried  at  Worcefler,  and  lyye^j-. 
king  Iienry   the  third,  fon   to  king  John,  of  nine 
years  of  age,  was  crowned  at  Glocefter,  &c. 

(m)  The  reafon  of  king  John  his  granting  charters 
in  England,  and  making  corporations,  was,  for  that 
he  had  but  little  land,  to  raife  great  rents  from  them, 
and  to  affifl  him  with  flrength  by  out-voting  the 
knights  of  (r.iythe  {hires,  as  is  hereafter  expreft  :  For 
•all  free-holders  of  England  that  had  forty  fliillings  a 
y^er,  met  two  times  a  yeer  at  Seilions  Meadows,  neer 
Kockingham  Caftle,  in  Northampton-fliire,  and 
there  made  fuch  laws  as  the  nation  was  governed  by, 
and  confirmed  by  the  king. 

(n)  King  John  refolving  to  have  monies  and  aid 
of  men,  to  go  to  Normandy,  to  conquer  them,  could 
not  conveniently  motion  it,  by  reafon  of  the  nume- 
roufnefle  of  the  free-holders,  but  made  a  fpeech  to 
them,  that  he  had  contrived  a  very  fit  and  convenient 
way,  for  the  making  laws  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
nation,  which  was,  that  by  reafon  he  conceived  it  a 
great  trouble,  for  all  them  to  come  fo  far  for  that 
purpofe,  onely  to  make  laws,  that  they  would  chufe 
two  knights  of  every  fhire  arid  county,  in  England 
-  and  Wales,  and  give  to  them  the  full  power  of  the 
nation,  and  then  the  faid  knights  to  come  and  fit  with 
him  in  parliament,  at  Weftminller,  and  alfo  to  allow 
them  four  fhiilings  a  day,  out  of  the  county  ftock, 
which  more  plainly  appears  in  the  ftatute  of  2,5'  Hen. 
8.  ch.  II.  Knights  to  have  4s.  per  diem,  and  bur- 
gefTes  2S.  per  diem. 

(o)  King  John  when  he  had  got  the  hundred  and 
four  knights  in  parliament,  they  having  the  full  pow- 
er of  the  nation  from  the  free-holders,  immediately  re- 
quired from  them,  great  fubfidies,  and  armies  to  go 
for  Normandy,  to  recover  fuch  lands  as  he  had  loff. 

(p)The  knights  anfvvered,  they  onely  were  intrud- 
ed to  make  laws,  and  not  to  taxe  the  free-holders, 
who  had  intruded  them,  and  not  to  raife  armies,  and 

that 
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that  by  fo  doing,  they  could  not  difcharge  the  truft 
repofed  in  them. 

(q^)  The  king  finding  his  expefcation  fruftrated, 
having  nothing  doubted,  but  to  have  wrought  his 
defign  onfo  fmall  a  number,  maftered  his  paflion,  and 
not  long  alter  acquainted  the  knights,  that  he  was 
forry  for  the  great  burden  which  lay  upon  them  for 
making  laws,  being  for  a  publick,  and  that  they  were 
too  few  in  number,  and  that  he  had  found  out  a  way 
how  to  eafe  them,  and  bring  in  a  great  revenew  to 
free  the  nation  from  impofitions. 

(R)Which  was,  that  he  refolved  to  incorporate  all 
fhe  great  towns  in  England  and  Wales,  and  depute 
magiflrates,  to  govern  as  his  lieutenants,  and  every 
corporation  fliould  hold  their  town  in  fee-farm,  from 
him  and  his  heirs  at  a  certain  rent,  fome  more,  other? 
lelTe,  according  to  the  quality,  &c. 

(s)  Alfo  that  every  corporation  fhould  chufe  two 
|)urgeires  to  fit  and  vote  with  them,  in  parliament, 
they  knovi^ing  the  ftate  of  every  county,  and  the  bur- 
gelTes  ot  the  corporation  (by  which  means,  the  bur- 
gefles  being  more  in  number  than  the  knights  might 
out-vote  them,  and  vote  for  him)  the  knights  med- 
led  not  therein  at  all,  but  v/ere  oui -voted  by  thefe 
vaiTals  and  tenants  to  the  king,  they  granting  to  him 
whatever  he  demanded,  or  elfe  mud  forfeit  their 
charters  :  And  he  granted  to  them  whatever  they  de- 
manded, &c. 

(t)  The  free-holders  of  England  were  reprefented 
in  parliament,  by  their  knights  in  their  eledion  : 
And  if  the  burgelfes  were  free-holders,  then  repre- 
fented in  the  fame  knights. 

(v)  But  if  the  burgelfes  were  no  free-holders  then 
no  power  in  England  to  make  laws,  or  to  fit  in  par- 
liament, to  out-vote  the  true  reprefentative,  which  are 
the  knights,  efpecially  reprefenting  no  body  further 
then  the  will  of  the  king,  who  w^is  onely  to  confirm 
laws,  but  not  to  niid^e  them. 

King  John  had  four  confideratlons  in  making 
great  towns  corporations : 

I  To 
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1.  To  affume  a  prerogative. 

2.  To  raife  vaft  funis  of  mony. 

3.  To  divide  the  nation. 

4.  To  enflave  bodies  corporate,  by  being  his  vaf- 
fals  and  flaves. 

Charters  are  no  laws,  and  nothing  is  binding  that 
is  not  lawful,  no  laws  are  made  but  by  parliament j 
read  ftat.  2.  Edw.  3.  8. 


CHAP.     II. 

Neivcajlles  jirft  charier, 

(a)T7'  ING  John,  by  his  letters  pattents,  dated  the 
MX.  day  of         in  the  fourteenth  yeer  of  his 

reign,  and  in  the  yeer  of  our  Lord,  12  13,  granted, 
demifed,  and  confirmed,  to  the  honeft  men  of  the 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  to  their  heirs,  his  town 
of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  with  all  the  appurtenances, 
to  fee-farm,  for  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  rendred 
to  the  faid  king  and  his  heirs,  at  his  Exchequer, 
(to  wit.)  at  the  feaft  of  eafter, fifty  pounds,  and  at  the 
feaft  ot  St.  Michael  other  fifty  pounds  ;  faving  to  the 
faid  king,  the  rents  prizes,  and  allizes  in  the  port  of 
the  faid  town.  Further  he  grants  to  them,  and  con- 
firmeth  one  hundred  and  ten  fhillings  and  fixpence 
of  rent,  which  they  have  by  the  gift  of  the  faid  king, 
in  the  faid  town,  of  efcheats,  to  be  divided  and  af- 
figned  to  them,  who  loft  their  rents  by  cccafion  of  a 
ditch  or  trench,  and  of  the  new  work  made  under 
the  caftle,  towards  the  river  or  water,  fo  that  thereof 
they  might  have  the  more,  that  loft  the  more,  and 
they  that  loft  the  lefTe,  fhould  have  the  lefte.  He  ai- 
fo  granted  to  them,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  that  in 
nothing  they  fliould  be  anfwerable  to  the  ftierifFe, 
nor  to  the  conftable,  for  thofe  things  which  belong 
to  them,  as  the  faid  charter  teftitieth.  Wherefore 
he  vvilleth    and   firmly   com.'iandeth,  that  the  faid 

men 
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men,  and  their  heirs,  may  have  and  hold  the  fame 
town  with  its  appurtenances  to  fee-farm,  for 
the  faid  hmidred  pounds  yeerly  to  be  paid,  as  is 
aforefaid,  well  and  in  peace,  freely,  quietly,  and  in- 
tirely,  with  all  liberties  and  free  cuftomes,  which  they 
were  wont  to  have  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  the 
2.  father  of  the  faid  king  John,  as  by  the  faid  let- 
ters pattents  appeareth.  The  faid  king  John  was  the 
caufe  of  burning  Morpeth,  the  chi^f  town  in  Nor- 
thumberland, and  many  more  towns  in  Wales,  be- 
caufe  of  the  enmity  between  him  and  the  family  of 
the  Bruces,  who  originally  were  planted  in  Wales. 
Wherefore  the  faid  charter  made  by  the  laid  king 
John,  to  the  faid  honeft  men  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  cannot  be  valid  in  law,  becaufe  in  the  four- 
teenth yeer  of  his  reign,  he  fubjected  himfelf  to  be  a 
vaflal  to  the  pope  of  Rome,  as  is  aforefaid,  and  for 
many  other  reafons  mentioned  in  the  faid  charter  it- 
felf,  confidered  in  themfelves. 

In  this  charter  of  king  John,  that  he  grants  to  the 
honed  men  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  he  mentions 
not  the  porf  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  from  Sparhawk,  at 
Tynemouth-bar,  upon  the  fea,  to  Hadwyn-ftreams, 
above  Newburn,  in  Northumberland;  neither  is  there 
fo  much  as  one  fy liable,  whereby  the  faid  king  grants 
to  them  the  two  third  parts  of  the  faid  river,  or  any 
of  the  hfhing,  between  the  faid  places,  &c. 


CHAP.     III. 

(a)'17^  ING  Henry  the  third  being  earneftly  fup- 
J^^  plicated  by  the  good  men  of  Newcaftle,  to 
confirm  king  Johns  charter,  which  was  done  upon 
the  fecond  day  of  July,  in  ihe  year  of  our  Lord,  i  234. 
the  faid  king  Henry  did  not  inlarge  their  jurifdiclion 
at  all,  but  onely  grants  them  the  charter  in  the  very 
fame  words  as  king  John  had  in  his  charter  granted. 
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(b)  King  Henry  the  third,  by  his  letters  pattents, 
tinder  the  great  feal  of  P'.ngland,  dated  at  Weflmin- 
(ter,  the  firit  day  of  December,  in  the  three  and 
twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  upon  the  good  men  of 
Newcaftles  fupplication,  thought  it  fit,  to  give  them 
licence  to  dig  coals,  and  ftones,  in  the  common  foil 
of  that  town,  without  the  walls  thereof,  in  the  place 
called  Caftle-field  and  the  Frith  ;  and  from  thence 
to  draw  and  convert  them  unto  their  own  profit,  in 
aid  of  their  faid  fee-farm  rent  of  a  lool.  per  annum, 
^nd  the  fame,  as  often  as  it  fhould  feem  good  unto 
them;  the  fame  to  endure  during  his  pleafurej 
which  faid  letters  pattents  were  granted  upon  pay- 
ment of  twenty  fliiliings  into  the  hamper:  Nothing 
more  was  given,  neither  lands,  Sec.  but  only  to 
work  the  coals,  during  pleafure,  for  their  own 
ufe. 

(c)  King  Henry  the  third  was  petitioned  again 
by  the  fame  honeft  men,  for  fo  they  were  called 
by  king  Johns  charters  (probi  homines :)  That 
his  majefly  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  to  give 
them  all  the  flone  and  coals  in  a  placs-  called  the 
Frith,  adjoyning  to  the  former,  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  pay  their  fee-farm  rent,  which  alfo  was 
granted,  paying  forty  fhillings  per  annum,  into 
the  hamper,  upon  the  eleventh  of  May,  in  the  one 
and  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign.  All  which  coals 
and  flones,  have,  do,  and  will  amount  to  mimy 
thoufands  of  pounds,  yet  no  land,  above  the  faid 
coals    was  granted   unto  them. 


CHAP.     IV. 

(a)"|T'  ING  Edward  the  iirft,  in  the  nineteenth 

|\.    yeer  of  his  reign,  was  fupplicated  by  the 

good  men  of  Newcaille,    to  grant  them  a  fum  of 

C  money, 
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money,  and  a  licence  for  the  building  of  a  wall 
round  the  town  (on  which  wall,  one  of  the  mayors 
of  Newcaftie  was  hanged)  as  by  the  record  of  the 
regiftery  appears.  That  two  third  parts  of  the  river 
of  Tyne,  from  Sparhawk  to  Beadwyn-ftreams  were 
in  this  kings  hands.  And  tor  fuch  lords  as  held 
any  hikings  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  faid  river  of 
Tyne,  which  went  to  the  mid-ftream,  they  were 
meer  intruders  of  one  fixt  part  more  then  was  "their 
own,  for  whereas  they  were  to  have  had  but  one 
third  part,  they  claimed  half. 

(b)  And  that  this  king  gave  licence,  to  build  a 
wall  about  the  town  of  iSewcaille,  and  gave  mony 
towards  this  wall,  which  was  not  bellowed. 

(c)  And  that  divers  purpreflures  were  then  in- 
croached  upon,  by  ,the  good  men  of  the  town  of 
Newcaftie  J  upon  the  moat  of  the  Newcaftie,  built 
by  \\  illiaiii  Rufus,  adjoyning  thereunto.  And  to 
tht  end  that  the  then  (herifte  of  Northumberland 
might  preicnt  thefe  incroai  hments  into  the  chan- 
cery, whereby  to  dilcover  their  unjuft  dealing  and 
intrufion  upon  the  laid  moat  of  the  laid  caftle,  they 
the  faid  good  men  gave  to  him  the  faid  ftieriffe, 
a  gilt  or  bribe  of  ten  marks,  that  he  might  not 
vex  them,  as  by  the  faid  record  more  at  large  ap- 
pears, &c. 


CHAP.    V. 

THE  faid  king  Edward  the  third,  by  his  letters 
patrents,  dated  at  Weftn^infter,  the  tenth  day 
ol  May,  in  the  one  and  thirtieth  yeer  of  his  reign, 
confirms  all  forrner  charters,  with  an  addition  of 
his  own,  that  he,  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs, 
granted,   demifed,  and  confirmed  unto  his  honeft: 

men 
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men  of  the  town  of  the  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne,  his 
town  of  Newcaflle,  before  called  Manchefter,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  for  a  hundred  pound  per 
annum,  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  king,  and  his  heirs, 
&c.  Which  he  the  faid  king  confirms  to  the  faid 
men,  and  burgefles,  and  to  their  heirs  for  ever. 
And  becaufe,  on  the  behalf  of  the  faid  burgefles  of 
the  faid  town,  it  was  humbly  fupplicated  to  the 
faid  king,  that  whereas  the  faid  moore  and  lands 
called  Ca^Ue-fields,  and  CafHe-moor,  on  the  north- 
fide  of  the  faid  town  of  Newcaflle,  from  a  certain 
place  called  Ingler  Dike,  &c.  as  the  fame  are  butted 
and  bounded,  &c.  even  to  the  faid  town  of  New- 
caflle, are  the  lands  and  foil  of  the  faid  town  of 
Newcaflle  belonging  to  the  fame,  beyond  memory ; 
•with  all  profits  coming  of  the  faid  lands,  moor,  and 
foil,  as  by  an  inquifition  thereof  taken,  and  re- 
turned inro  the  chancery  appeareth.  And  albeit 
the  faid  burgeffes,  and  their  predecefTors  from  the 
time  they  have  had  the  faid  town  to  farm,  they 
have  held  the  faid  moor  and  land,  as  though  it  were 
appertaining  to  the  faid  town,  and  have  always 
hitherto  peaceably,  and  quietly  had,  and  reaped  all 
the  profits  coming  of  the  faid  moor  and  lands,  yet  the 
faid  burgeffes,  (now  they  are  turned  from    honeft 

men,  to  burgeffes,   the  next  will  be  to : — )  for 

that  there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  faid  moor  and 
lands  (albeit  they  be  of  the  appurtenances  of  the 
faid  town)  do  fear,  that  they  may  be  impeached 
afterwards,  and  for  that  the  faid  town,  as  well  by 
reafon  of  the  lafl  peltilence  at  that  time,  as  by  the 
hazards  of  wars,  and  divers  other  adverfities,  was 
fo  impoveriflied,  and  deiiitute  of  men,  that  the 
profits  of  the  faid  town  fufficed  not  for  the  payment 
of  the  faid  farm,  (as  they  then  pretended.)  The 
faid  king  being  willing  to  provide  for  their  in- 
dempnity  in  that  behalf,  and  for  him,  and  his  heirs 
granted,  that  they  and  their  heirs  might  have  and  r^ 
hold  the  fame  moor  and  foil,  as  if  it  were  apper- 

C  2  tainin<r 
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taining  to  the  faid  town,  with  all  profits  out  of  the 
fame,  &;c.  And  that  they  the  faid  burgeffes,  and  their 
heirs,  in  the  faid  moor  and  lands,  may  dig,  and 
may  have  coal,  flait,  and  Hone  there ;  and  from 
thence  may  draw  them,  and  may  make  their  profit  of 
the  faid  coals,  flait,  and  flonej^,  and  other  profits 
coming  out  ot  the  faid  moor  and  lands,  in  aid  of  the 
payment  of  their  faid  fee-farm,  v/ithout  impeach- 
ment, &c.  As  by  the  faid  letters  pa'"tents,  (made 
by  the  king  himfelf,  and  his  council,  and  by  the 
fine  of  forty  Ihil lings  paid  in  the  hamper)  more  at 
large  appeareth. 

By  thefe  lafl  mentioned  letters  pattents,  the  bur- 
geffes of  Newcaftle  can  challenge  no  title  in  the  faid 
Caflle-moor,  and  Caftle-field,  becaufe  the  faid  let- 
ters pattents  are  contrary  in  themlelves.  This  is 
the  firfl  claim  the  faid  burgeffes  lay  to  the  Caftle- 
moor,  being  a  quantity  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  ground,  befides  palture  for  all  their  kinej 
and  coals  for  all  their  fuel,  which  are  gotten  upon 
the  faid  Caflle-moor. 


CHAP,     VI. 

KING  Richard  the  fecond,  by  his  charter,  da- 
ted the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  firfl  year  of 
his  reign,  1378,  confirms  all  the  former  charters,  and 
grants  to  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  the  fame  privi- 
ledge  as  granted  before,  in  diging  of  coals,  flait,  and 
flone,  in  Caftle-field,  and  Caftle-moor,  but  doth  not 
grant  the  (land)  onely  the  coals,  flait,  and  flone, 
fpr  the  towns  beft  advantageo 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     VII. 

17^  ING  Henry  the  fourth,  being  humbly  peti- 
'\_  tioned  by  the  burgelTes  of  Newcaflle,  that  his 
highneffe  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  to  divide  the 
town  and  corporation,  from  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, and  to  grant  them  a  fherifFe,  with  more 
liberties  and  inimuniries,  which  was  granted ;  that 
the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  fhall  be  a  diftindt 
county  of  itfelf,  dif-joyned  from  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  and  not  to  meddle  in  the  faid  new 
county,  as  by  the  charter  more  at  large  appears, 
upon  record,  in  the  tower  of  London,  7  Ed  6.  lOo 
I.  Mary  3. 

Ihis  was  a  preparative  for  the  town  of  Gates- 
head,  &c. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

(a)   >^^UEEN  Elizabeth  obtained  a  leafe  from 
xJ'   the  late  bi/hop  of  Durham,  dated  the  26, 

of  April,  in  the  24.  year  of  her  reign,  1582.  of  all 
the  whole  mannors  of  Gates-head  and  Wickham, 
and  all  the  coal-pits,  and  coal-mines  within  the  faid 
mannors  of  Gates-head  and  Wickham  aforefaid,  and 
in  all  the  common  wafts,  and  parks  belonging  to  the 
faid  mannors,  at  the  rent  of  ninety  pounds,  per  an- 
num, or  thereabouts,  for  ninety  nine  yeers,  which 
the  earle  of  Leicefter  procured  from  the  faid  queen, 
and  fold,  or  gave  the  fame  to  Sutton  of  the  charter- 
houfe,  who  for  twelve  thoufand  pounds,  as  is  report- 
ed, fold  the  fame  to  the  mayor  and  burgelTes  of  New- 

caftle* 
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*  It  is  con-  caflle,*  but  when  he  underflood  the  yearly  value, 
cetved,  that  ^hich  was  worth  at  lead  fifty  thoufand  pounds  per. 
loid,  by^rea-  ^nnum,  attefted  by  dodor  Cradock,  fome-times  arch- 
fon  the  cor-  deacon  of  Northumberland,  deceafed,  this  leale  be- 
poration  for-  ing  Called  the  grand  leafe,  was  granted  to  fir  Wil- 
feited  it,  be-  li^m  Readal,  and  others,  for  the  ufe  ot  the  mayor 
ed^a  ^alntt  the  ^^^  burgeifes,  and  free  honefl  men,  and  expires  the 
parS'cnt,  26.  of  April,  which  fliall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
&c.  168 1,   as  appears  in    the   ii.  chap.   (I.)  7.  JEdw. 

6.  10. 


CHAP.     IX. 


(a)/^^UEEN  Elizabeth  requires  the  great  ar- 
\^  rear,  of  two-pence  per  chaldron,  which  was 
granted  to  king  Henry  the  fifth,  as  cuftome,  by  the 
parliament,  as  appears  by  that  ftatute,  chapter  the 
tenth,  ninth  year,  which  was  neglected  to  be  paid 
unto  the  crown,  by  the  mayor  and  burgeffesi,  for 
many  years  together,  infomuch  as  they  were  not  able 
to  pay  the  fame,  but  humbly  befeeched  thofe  arrears 
may  he  forgiven,  by  reafon  of  their  inability:  And 
to  grant  them  a  charter  to  incorporate  a  new  frater- 
*•  Chap.  25.  nity  or  brother-hood  to  be  called  free  *  hoft-men, 
for  the  felling  and  vending  of  all  coals  to  Ihipping  ; 
and  in  confideratlon  thereof,  they  would  pay  to  her 
majefty,  and  her  fucceiTors,  twelve  pence  for  every 
chalder,  exported  from  thenceforth,  to  the  free  peo- 
ple of  this  nation.  The  queen  conceiving  that  twelve- 
pence  upon  every  chalder  would  be  better  for  the 
future,  and  well  paid,  would  rife  to  a  greater  reve- 
new  then  the  two-pence  fo  long  in  arrear  could  en- 
damage, which  was  granted,  upon  condition  fpecified 
in  that  grant,  remaining  in  the  exchequer,  with 
many  feals  to  it ;  that  they  fliould  fell  all  coals  to 
mailers  of  flilps :  7\t  this  day  the  fitters  reckon  with 

the 
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the  mafters  for  fo  much  a  chalder,  as  eleven  fhil- 
Hngs,  for  fo  many  as  is  conceived  to  be  aboard  the 
fhip,  and  then  he  goeth  with  the  mailer  to  reckon, 
which  the  faid  mafters  payes  the  one  fhilling  per 
chalder  cuftome,  being  allowed  in  his  hand,  the 
mafter  conceives  he  doth  not  pay  it  further  then  be- 
ing left  in  his  hand  by  the  fitter  ;  but  if  the  mafters 
will  look  upon  that  leafe,  they  will  find  they  are  to 
have  the  beft  coals  for  ten  ftiillings,  and  the  worft  for 
nine  (hillings  the  chaldron,  at  moft,  and  now  they 
pay  eleven  fhillings,  by  which  means  the  one  fhilling 
per  chaldron  is  paid  by  the  mafter,  and  not  by  the 
hoft-man,  and  fo  falls  upon  the  whole  nations  back. 
I  refer  you  further  to  the  leafe,  for  if  the  mafter 
buy  dear,  he  mult  needs  fell  dear. 

(b)  By  the  fimie  fallacy  they  wronged  the  king  of 
his  cultomes,  9.  Hen.  5.  10.  which  plainly  appears 
in  that  ftatute,  if  you  pleafe  to  read  it ;  the  fame, 
they  have  to  cheat  the  queen  and  her  fucceifors  for 
the  twelve-pence  per  chaldron. 


C  li  A  P.      X. 

(a)  ^^^UEEN  Elizabeth  being  humbly  intreat- 
V^  ed,  by  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  New- 

caftle,  that  her  majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  grant  them  a  charter  of  liberties,  concerning  fea- 
jurifdiftlon,  and  of  admiralty  in  that  port  (to  wit.) 
between  Sparhawk,  in  the  Tea,  and  Hadwyn  ftreams, 
being  fourteen  miles  in  length,  for  the  advance  of 
the  eftate  of  that  town,  which  alfo  was  granted  as 
follows. 

(b)  The  queen  by  her  letters  pattents,  dated  the 
thirtieth   day  of  Auguft,   in  the  one  and  thirtieth 
year  of  her  reign,  touching  the  ofHce  of  the  high  ad- 
miralty 
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This  ftatute  miralty  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  and  port  of  Newcafllc,; 
ofz.Edw.  3.  grants  the  reverfton  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of 
th"  ^*h  rter  Newcaftle,  by  reafon  it  was  granted  under  the  great 
by  rcafon  it  is  feal  of  England,  bearing  date  the  fifth  of  February, 
againft  right.  1522,  unto  Charles  lord  Howard  of  Effingham, 
amongft  other  things,  in  his  faid  pattent,  in  the  of- 
fice of  lord  high  admiral  of  England,  &c.  for  life, 
who  out-lived  the  queen,  and  dyed,  26.  January,  in 
the  fixteenth  year  of  king  James,  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  pretending  they  had  right  thereunto,  from 
king  Henry  the  fixth,  which  if  they  had,  was  extin- 
guifhed  upon  the  queens  grant  to  the  high  admiral, 
&c.  and  by  this  grant  of  hers  to  Newcaftle,  flie  one- 
ly  grants  what  is  in  her  to  grant,  which  is  onely  the 
reverfion  after  the  furrender,  forfeiture,  or  death  of 
the  aforefaid  lord  high  admiral,  but  fhe  dying  before 
the  lord  high  admiral,  it  is  conceived  her  grant  is 
void.  And  it  was  never  fince  confirmed  by  any  other 
to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeffes ;  for  king  James  up- 
on the  28.  of  June,  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
two  dayes  after  the  lord  high  admiral  died.  The 
commiflion,  or  letters  pattents  of  the  admiralty  of 
England,  was  conferred  upon  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, fo  that  Newcaftle  by  this  change  hath  but  a 
llender  pretence  of  right  to  the  admiralty  of  that 
part  of  Newcaftle. 

(c)  The  faid  corporation  humbly  befeecheth  her 
grace,  to  increafe,  inrich,  inlarge,  and  eftablifli  (as 
much  as  in  her  lay)  their  authorities  and  jurifdiftion 
in  fea-bufinefles,  with  larger  priviledges,  exemptions, 
liberties  and  immunities,  and  thofe  being  called  by 
various  names,  to  eftablifli  into  a  certain  body,  and 
reduce  and  create  the  name  of  the  incorporation, 
upon  which  petition,  the  queen  made  the  town  and 
corporation  of  Newcaftle,  a  free  town,  inthefe  words. 

(d)  That  the  burgefles  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
town  from  henceforward  for  ever,  fliall  be  one  body 
corporated,  or  body  politick,  in  iubftance,  fact,  and 
name,  by  name  of  a  mavor  and  burgefles.    And  that 

by 


Newcailks 
petition. 
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by  that  name,  they  may  have  perpetual  fuccelTion.  *Newcaftle 
And  perfons  able  in  law,  capable  to  have,  purchafe.  Tr'^^urchafe 
receive,  and   pofTeiTe,  lands,  *   tenements,  liberties,  landsl^^'VeV 
jurifdidions,  franchifes,  and  heriditaments,  of  what  ftat.  i5Rich. 
kind,  nature,  or  form  foever  they  fhall  be,  to  them  2.  5. 
and  their  fucceifors  in  fee  and  perpetuity  ;    and  to 
aflign  them  over  by  the  name  aforefaid.     -And  by  f^^/J' ^"^^^  ^ 
the  fame  name  to  implead  or  fue,  and  be  fued,  anfwcr,  name.    See 
or  to  be  anfwered,  defend,  or  be  defended  in  any  Edw.  3.  6. 
court  of  record. 

(f)  And  to  have  a  common  feal  for  their  caufes 
and  bufmeifes,  and  to  break  and  change  the  fame  at 
their  pleafure. 

(f)  I.ikewife,  flie  confirms  by  the  faid  charter,  to  Confirms  all 
the   faid   mayor  and  burgeffes,  and  their  fucceifors,  f"'"i^'^  i'^er- 
that  they  onely  of  the  faid  town,  with  its  members  "^^' 

and  appurtenances,  and  alfo  that  they  may  have  all 
the  fame  cuftome.s,  liberties,  priviledges,  franchifes, 
immunities,  exemptions,  quittances  and  jurifdictions, 
how  many,  and  how  much  foever  hath  been  granted 
by  former  kings,  by  what  name  or  names  foever,  or 
by  what  pretence  they  have  or  do  enjoy  or  claim  the 
fame.  '1  o  have  and  to  hold,  and  to  be  holden  of  the 
faid  queen,  in  fee-tarm.  &:c. 

(g)  Alfo  grants  by  the  faid  charter  unto  the  mayor 
and  burgelfes  and  their  fucceflbrs,  full  authority, 
power,  and  faculty  of  mittigamus,  conftituting,  or- 
daining, making  and  eftabli fning,  from  time  to  time, 

fuch   laws,  *    inltitute   judgments,  ordinances    and  *  Making 
conftitutions,    according  to   their  found  diicretion,  '^^^■^'  ^^^  ^^^** 
being  good,  wholefomc,  and  neceifary  for  the  pub-  '^"  ^* 
lick  good  and  weal,  and  common  profit,  and  good 
rule  of  the  faid  town. 

(h)    The     mayor   and    burgefles,    have    power 
hereby  to  inflift  punifliments,  pains,  penalties,  and 
imprifonments*  of  bodies,  (and  by  fines,   or  amer-  *To  pimifh 
ciaments,  may    levy,  and  have  to  them,  and  their  offenders.  See 
fucceifors    without   calumny    or   impeachment)    j-g.  "^i^^-  9-  Wen. 
quiring  all  perfons  to  yeeld  obedience  to  fuch  lav/s,  Com^nanaing 

D  &;c   obedience. 
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&c,  provided  thofe  laws,  ordinances,  inftitutions, 
and  fuch  like  culiomes,  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  and  (latutes  of  England. 

(i)  Alfo  that  the  grants,  which  the  faid  town  of 

Sparliawk       New  Chile,  and    the    circuits,  precincls,    and  jurif- 

andHcadvvyn  didions   thereof,    to  (land    as   well   in   breadth,  as 

luedms  .acn   j^j-jg^^^  3S   well    by   land,  as  by  water,  as   was  ac- 

cuflomed  before  the  memory  of  man,  as  they  were 

wont    to    extend    themfelves,    and  in   the    river   of 

lyne,  from  a  place  called  Sparhawk,  in  the  fea,  to 

Headwyn  ftreams,    feven    miles    above   Newcaftle- 

bridge.      And  to  pull  down  all  walls,  hedges,  and 

blocks,  ofFenfive,  &c. 

(k)  And  further,  by  the  faid  letters  patients,  the 
the  office  of  ^^^^^^  doth  grant  unto  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefies, 
hi<'h  admi-  upon  the  fuirender  of  the  fame,  letters  pattents  of 
ralty.  the  fame  high  admiral  of  England,   by   death,   for- 

feiture, furrender,  or  other  means,  to  become  void 
for  ever.  And  may  have  and  hold  within  the  faid 
town,  one  court  of  admiralty  of  record,  every 
manday  throughout  the  yeer ;  in  v/hich  court. 
Keeping  the  mayor,  or  recorder  to  be  one:  And  to  begin 
courts.  upon    the  vacancy   of  the    faid   office,  to   hold   by 

plaint,  in  the  fame  court  to  be  levied,  all,  and  all 
manner  of  pleas,  fuits,  plaints,  and  demands.     For 
Avhich   debts,    contrafts,    covenants,    trefpaifes   and 
deceits,    matters,  and  offences  whatfoever,    to   the 
faid    court   of  admiralty    belonging,    and    to    hold 
court  of  pleas  according  to  the  lav/s  and   cuftomes 
of  the  faid    court  of   admiralty    of  England,    and 
other   legal   wayes  and   means;   whereby  the   truth 
Punifhmert.    j^.-^y    ^j^^.   better    be    known    with    power   of    any 
Edw^^^'^^'  ^-'^^P"^"^^^  conflraint  *   or  mulcl,  or  any  other  pain, 
according  to  the  laws  and   cullomes  of  the  faid  late 
queens  court  of  admiralty  of  England,  to  be  com- 
pelled,   or    to    do,  and    adminiiter  judgment,    the 
order  of  law  bein^  kept. 
Law^ofEn^-       (l)    And  Ijkex^ife  (lie  ordains  juftices  of  the  peace, 
land  executed  to  conferve  the  peace  in  the  faid  town  and  port,  for 

the 
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the  putting'  ill  execution  the  flatut^s  and  ordinances 

made   at    Wellminfter,    in  the  eighteenth    yeer    of 

king  Edward   the    third,   concerning  foreflalling  of 

merchandizes    upon   the    water,    or    upon    the   lea. 

And  the  thirteenth  of  Edward  the  firft,  the  live  and 

fortieth    of   Edward    the   third,    the    thirteenth    of 

Richard    the    fecond,    and    feventh   of  Henry     the 

fourth,  and  Henry  the  fixth,  the  four  and  thirtieth  Fore-ftalh'njr. 

of  Henry   the    eighth,  and    the   fifth   and   fixth  of  ''te  chap  50. 

Edward  the  fixth  ifcatutes,  at    Weftminfler    agiinft  ^^  49-  5»  48. 

regrators,    fore-ftallers,    and    ingrocers,  to   enquire 

after  fuch   offenders    againfl  the  laws   and   ftatures 

aforefaid,  to  hear  and   determine  fuch  like  indid- 

ments  and  puniihments. 

(m)  That  the  fergeant   at  mace,  all  juries,  pan- Officers  to  do 
nels,  inqu^Titions,  attachments,  precepts.,  mandates,  'heir  duty. 
warrants,  judgments,  fentences.  proceifes,  or  other  ^^*^  *^''^P- 3^» 
things  whatibever  to  do,  lor  the  difpatching  thereof.  "' 

(w)  The  queen  gives  further  po\?/er  unto  the 
mayor,  to  cho  )fe  all  officers  in  the  faid  court  what- 
foever  to  remove  and  expell  them,  as  they  Hiall 
fee  caufe,  according  to  law  and  equity. 

(o)  That  the  mayor,    recorder,    and   aldermen,  Seechap  ^o. 
three,  or   more    of  them,  whereof  the   mayor,  or  b.  chap.  29. 
recorder   to   be   one  of  them,  may   have  for  every  " 
acknowledgment  of  all  and  fmgular  fuch  like  pleas,  *  ,    ^^"^"o^* 
plaints,    fuits,    and    demands   of   debts,  and    other  ^^.^^.]^    g^c_ 
fea-bufme(fes  and  offences,  and  alfo  diiVeizing  of  all  View  of  dead 
•wrecks*    at   fea    or   port,    happening,    and  of  the  bodid  mur- 
death,  drowning  and  viewing  of  all  dead  bodies  of'^'"'^""?' 
what  perfons  foever,   which  in  the  fiid   town    and    ^"^^"'"2- 
port,   howfoever   flain  or  drowned,  or    to  be   flain, 
drov/ned,  or  marthered,    or   brought  to  death    by 
any  other  means. 

(p)    Alfo   the   cuflody   and    confervation   of  the 
flaiutes,    the  wreck  at   fea,    and    of  the   office   of^^^^^^' 
coroners*   in    the    third    and   fourth   year   of  king  vSee  ch.  4B. 
Edward  the  firft,  and  to  punifli  delinquents,  accord-  a.  29.  49. a. 
ing  to  law. 

D  2  (O  The 
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(q_)  The  mayor  of  the  fame  town  for  ever,  hath 
hereby    power    to    receive    acknowledgments,     for 
any  caufe  whatfoever,    in    the  admiralty   court  de- 
terminable, and   to  record  and  enrole  the   faid  re- 
To  fine  and    cognizance,  to  leleafe,  cancel,  leil'en,  and  qualifie, 
qra^'He  at  their  pleafure.  according  to  law.     Alfo  to  demand 

beeltat.  25.    execution,    according   to    the   manner   of  the   faid 

high  court  of  the   admiralty  of  England. 
All  fines  for      (r)  The  fail  queen  doth  give  and  grant,  by  the 
their  own^ule  faid  letters  pattents,  unto  the  faid  mayor  and  burgef- 
is  given.         fgg^  ^J^^\  their  fuccelfors,  all,  and  lingular  fines,  re- 
'  ^^^  ^P-  42-  (lemptions,  iffues.,  amerciaments,  forfeitures,  perqui- 
fites,  and  profits  whatfoever  appearing,  happening, 
coming,  aflelfed,  impofed,  or  taxed,  or  then  after  to 
be  upon  any  by  the  afore  aid  court,  for  their  own  pro- 
per ufe  and  behoof,  without  any  account  to  the  faid 
queen,  or  htr  heirs,  to  be   levied  fo  foon  as  ever  it 
Ihall  be  adjudged  by  them,  without  any  unquietneife, 
vexation,  or  trouble  of  the  faid  queen,  her  heirs  and 
fuccelfors,  juitices,  or   other   miniflers,   or  fubjeds 
whatfoever. 
^  (s)  Alio  to  have  all  manner  of  fuch  like  goods  and 

roflts^and  ^    chattels,  wtiffs,  wrecks  *  of  the  fea,   goods  floating 
wrecks.  or  fwimmiitg   upon  the  water,    and  driven  to  the 

*  See  c.  30  flioar*,  funk  to  the  bottom,  and  goods  due,  to  more 
A.  29.  D.  ^  by  proportion,  treafure  found,  felons  of  themfelves, 
Stat.  17.  hd.  ^^eodands,  and  other  cafualties,  as  well  upon  as  by 
To  have  all  ^^^  ^^^  ^^'  fl"»ores,  and  maritine  parts,  as  upon  or  by- 
felons  gouds,  the  frelh  water,  howfoever,  whenfoever,  or  wherefo- 
re. See  chap,  ever,  or  in  what  manner  appearing,  happening,  or 
|3-  A.  coming,  which  to  the  admiralty  of  England  doth  be- 

iStat.  1 7-  -t>d.   I 

2.  16.  ^0"S' 

•Royal fillies.       (i  )  And  all  royal  fifhes,  flurgeons*,  whales,  por- 
Stat.  17.  Ed.   poyfes,  dolphins,  rigoferes,  and  grampefes. 
^-  '^-  (v)  That  the  faid  queen  willed,  that  the  mayor, 

Juftices  of      recorder  and  aldermen,  for  the  time  being,  three  or 
goal  delivery,  more  of  them,  whereof  the  mayor  or  recorder  to  be 
one    from  time  fo  time  ever  hereafter,  to  be  juftices 
at  the  goal  delivery,  and  to  deliver  out  of  prifon  in  the 

fame. 
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fame,  committed  to  the  fame  goal,  for  what  caufe  fo- 
ever. 

(w)  'i^hat  they  may  ereft  gallows  within  the  liberty  Gallows   and 
of  the  faid  town,  for  felons,  murtherers,  and  other  to  hang theiu. 
malefaftors  v\hatfoever,  within  the  town  or  port,  and 
to  commit  them  to  the  goal,  till  they  be  from  thence 
delivered,  by  due  courfe  of  law.     See  chap.  ^t^.  (a.) 

(y)  All  which  of  her  Ipecial  favour,  fhe  grants 
without  fine  into  the  hamper.  Dated  at  Weflmin- 
fler,  the  30.  of  Augufl,in  the  31.  year  of  her  reign.  It 
is  conceived  this  is  voyd,  by  reafon  granted  without 
any  confideration  into  the  hamper. 


CHAP.     XI. 


A  brief  of  the  privileges,  co7itained  in  the  charter  of 
liberties,  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth,  to  the  mayor 
and  burgeffes  of  the  town  of  the  Newcafile  upon  Tyne^ 
the  iith.  of  March,  in  the  ^ith.  year  of  her  reign, 
AsfolloiAjeth. 

The  twelve  companies  of  Newcaftle  be  as  follow. 


CORDWINDERS, 

BUTCHERS, 

TAYLORS, 

FULLERS, 

DRAPERS, 

MERCERS, 


SKINNERS, 

CORN-MERCHANTS> 

TANNERS, 

SADLERS, 

BAKERS, 

SMITHS. 


I  finde  not  brewers  nor  carpenters.  Obferr. 

(a)'  Bj  ^HAT  the  town  of  Newcafile  is  an  ancient 
JL  town,  and  that  they  have  had  laws,  jurifdic- 
tions,  &c.  and  that  the  faid  town  hath  fufFeinJ  no 
fmall  lofs,  by  reafon  of  divers  differences,  &c.  fol.  i. 
concerning  the  manner  of  loading  and  unloading  fea- 

coals. 
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coals,  at  the  fame  town,  fo,  2  whereupon  the  fald 
mayor  and  burgeffes  humbly  petitioned  the  faid  late 
queen,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  government  of 
the  faid  town,  that  fhe  would  vouchfafe  to  amplitie  her 
munificence  and  favor  towards  the  faid  town.  fo.  2. 

(b)  The  faid,  queen,  for  her  and  her  fucceffors, 
grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeffes,  and  to  their 
fucceffors,  that  they  only  of  the  faid  town  with  its 
members,  fhall  have  and  enjoy,  all  the  cuftoms.  li- 
berties, &c.  which  were  granted  to  their  fucceffors, 
by  feveral  charters,  fo.  3.  which  the  honefl  men  of 
the  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  &c.  by  pretence  of  what 
corporation  foever,  ihey  held  and  enjoyed,  io.  4,  5. 
to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  the  faid  town,  and  all 
cuftoms,  &c.  fo.  5.  to  the  faid  mayor  and  bur^^effes, 
and  their  fucceffors,  to  their  ufe  for  ever,  to  be  hol- 
den  in  fee-farm  ;  rendring  the  antient  fee-farm  of 
lool.  at  michaelmas  onely,  fo.  6.  and  that  they  may 
have  all  fuch  liberties,  cufloms,  &c.  without  the  let 
of  any  one,  &c.  fo.  7. 
Choyce  cfthe  (c)  The  faid  queen  granteth,  that  the  mayor,  ten 
mavor  and  o-  aldermen,  and  fheriff  of  the  faid  town,  &c.  and 
ther  officers.  Qt^gj.  f^^y  ^lud  twenty  of  the  more  diicreet  and  ho- 
nefler  burgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  &c.  may  chufe  the 
mayor,  and  other  officers  of  the  faid  town,  withia 
five  dales,  after  the  choyfe  and  oath  taken  by  the 
mayor,  fo.  7.  8.  which  faid  mayor,  and  the  other 
twenty  four  burgeffes,  in  all  thirty  fix,  fhall  be  at  all 
times  then  after,  the  common  council  of  the  faid 
Power  to  town  ;  fo.  9.  and  fliali  have  power  in  making  laws, 
maKe  aws  or  ^^^  ^^^    ^^^   ^^^  ^j^^  good  government   of  the   faid 

tnemielvesnot  or  .    r        i  r 

repugnant  to  ^owu,  &c.  IO.  II.  and  tor  the  good  government  or 
the  laws  of  the  markets  and  fairs,  within  the  faid  town  and  limits 
England,  thereof,  &c.  and  for  the  declaration  by  what  means 
Caille-mooris  jj^^  minifters,  officers,  and  artificers  of  the  laid  town, 
without  the  1  ^L    •      ,-   A  r  i  •       u    • 

limits.  ^"*^  their  iactors,  iervants,  and  apprentices  m  their 

trades,  &c.  fo.  12.  and  alfo  for  their  better  preferva- 
tion,  letting  and  fetting  of  their  lands  tenements,  &c. 
And  that  the  mayor,  and  common  council  of  the  faid 

town, 
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town,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  we  will  Topunifh  of- 
the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen,  thirteen  being,  feven  to  ^^"^cTsagamft 
be,  &c  as  often  as  they  fiiall  make  fuch  laws,  &c.  and 
fuch  pains,  punifhments,  penalties,  or  imprifonment 
of  bodies,  or  by  fines,  &c.  io.  14.  upon  all  delin- 
quents, contrary  to  fuch  laws,  &c.  as  fhall  be  necef- 
fary  for  keeping,  fo.  15.  of  the  faid  laws,  &c.  and  to 
have  and  retain  the  faid  fines,  &c.  to  their  own  ufe, 
&c.  fo.  16.  fo  that  the  fame  laws,  &c.  be  not  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  of  f'.ngland*,  fo.  1 7.  *    ^^    ^^'  ^^' 

(d)  And  further,  the  faid  late  queen  granteth,  that         * 
the  election  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  com- 
mon council  and  all  other  officers  and  minifters,  to    j/   '°" 
be  chofen,  &c.  fhall   in  every  year  be  upon  monday  OierifF,  ando- 
next,  after  michaelmas  day,  fo.  18.  honeft  men  and  ther  officers, 
burgefifes    of  the   twelve  focieties,    lawfully   chofen  ^t  ^^"-^t  time. 
in  the  accuftomed   place,   to  wit,  drapers,    mercers, 
&c,  fo.  19.  and  that  they  name  and  prefent  two  ho- 
neft men  of  every  myftery,  &c.  being  twenty  four  in 
number,  being  fworn  that  they,  or  the  greatefl  part 
of  them,  fiiall  chufe  and  name  the  mayor,  fo.  21.  the 
22.  23.  24.  25.  26.  27.   leaves,  are  concerning  the 
chufing  of  the  mayor  the  flieriff,  of  two  coroners.  The  port  be- 
one  clerk  ot   the  chamber,   who  Ihall  adminifler   an  ^""f^s  to  the 
oath  to  the  marriners  and  mailers  of  fhips  at  the  port  ^^^^1«' ^"^  "o*^ 

I  •i.T  /•!  1    •         1        r  ,  ^  ,       to  the  town. 

or  Newcaltle ;    and  m  the  lame  manner,    and   the  Oathtomafter 
fame   day  yearly,  may   name  eight  other  burgefies,  of  ihips. 
&c.   fo.  28.  to  be  chamberlains  of  the   fame  town, 
and  one  fword-bearer  before  the  mavor,  and  eie;ht 
fo.  2g.  ferjeants  of  the  mace,  and  one  recorder;  fo. 
3  i.and  there  fliall  be  twenty  four  elefiors  for  one  year; 
fo.  3  I.  32.  new  election  of  alderman,  dying  or  being 
depofed,  fo.    33.  and  the   alderman,  newly  ghofen, 
fhall  be  alderman  during  life,  fo.    34.     Officers  cho-  Officers  for 
fen  by  the  mayor  under  their  common  feal,  fhall  be  life, 
admitted  to  their  places,   fo    35.    7,6.  37.     To  fine 
fuch  as  refufe  to  hold  their  places  upon  eleQ:ion,   fo.  .  ^   '"°^^'"' 
38.  the  faid  fine  not   to  exceed  200  marks,   fo.   39. 
40.   41.     The  like  fur  fcne  Iheriif,  fo.  42.  43.  44. 

45.  46. 
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45.  46.  or  if  any  officer  (fave  the  recorder)  die  with- 
in the  year,  then  to  chufe  another,  fo.  47.  48.  49. 
And  if  the  recorder  die  within  one  year  next  after  his 
eleftion,  or  be  removed  from,  or  leave  his  office,  &c. 
then  to  choofe  another  fit  perfon,  learned  in  the  laws. 
The  recorder  albeit  not  a  burgefs,  in  his  place,  &c.  fo.  49.  ^o.  51. 
no  burgefs.      ^^^  •£  ^j^^.  j^-jayor  of  the  faid  town  be  depofed,  remo- 
ved, or  die,  then  to  chufe  another  within  twenty  dales, 
&c.  fo.  CI.  C2.     The  like  for  the  fheriff,  &c.  fo.  c-:. 
£.very  omcers  ^^^  William  Jennilbn  named  firfl  mayor,  to.  c^^.  k^^> 
John  Savel  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  firft 
and  modern  recorder,  fo.  z^'j .  William  Selby,  &;c.  and 
nine  others  are  made  the  firfl  and  modern  aldermen, 
fo.    58.    James  Clavering  appointed   firfl,    and  the 
From  the  18.  modern  Iheriff,  &c.  fo.  co.    the  faid  William  lenni- 
ieattotueo5.  ^^^^  mayor,  and  thirty  five  perfons  more,  are  ap- 
ing the  officers  pointed  to  be  the  firfl  and  modern  common  council- 
ofNewcaftle.    men,  &c.  fo.  60.  61.  Matthew  Chapman,  and  Row- 
land Tempeft  are  appointed  to  be  firfl,  and  the  mo- 
dern coroners,  &c.  fo.  62.  George  Dent  appointed 
firfl  clerk  of  the  chamber,  fo.  62.  Francis  Burrel  and 
feven  others,  appointed  to  be  the  firfl  and  the  modern 
chamberlains  of  the  faid  town,  fo.  63.  George  Still 
appointed  fword  bearer,  fo.  (i'X)'  George  Selby,  and 
feven  other   perfons  appointed  to  be  the  firfl  fer- 
jeants  at  mace,  &c.  fo.  6-}^. 
Toholdcourts       (^e)  The  faid  queen,  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and 
of  record,        burgeffes,  and  their  fbcceilors,  for  ever,  that  they 
eec  ap.42.c.  ^^^  j^^j^  ^^^  court  of  reC'^rd,  in  Guilde-hall,  before 
the  mayor,  upon  munday  in  every  week,  through  the 
year,  except  in  the  weeks  of  chriftmas,  eafter,   and 
penticoft,  &c.  fo.  ^'^^^  and  another  court,  upon  wed- 
nefdai^  and  fridaies  in  every  week,  throughout  the 
year,  except  in  the  feveval  weeks  aforefaid  ;  and  all 
pleas  of  debts,  covenants,  detainer,  treipaffes,  &c.  fo. 
dd.  6j.  and  pleas  of  cou'  t,  of  pipowder,  &c.  fo   6^. 
and  courts  of  the  upper-bench,  juflices  of  the  bench, 
and  juflices  of  affize,  before  the  faid  mayor,  fo.  69. 
7©.     And  that  the  mayor  aPid  burgelTes  in  the  court, 

to 
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to  be  holden  before  the  mayor,  and  in  the  court,  to 
be  holden  before  ihe  fheritF,  and  their  fucceffors, 
in  all  and  fingular  fuits,  Sec.  may  attatch  the  parties 
defendants  in  the  fame  fuits,  kc.  fo.  71.  in  their 
lands  and  goods,  and  commit  them  to  their  prifon, 
called  newgate,  &c.  fo.  72,  73. 

The  mayor,  the  ten  aldermen,  and  recorder  of  the 
faid   town,  for   ever,   to   be  joyntly,    and  feverally  Confervators 
keepers  of  the  peace,  &c.  within  the  faid  town,  &c.  of"  the  peace, 
and  to  chaftife  and  punim  malefadois,  &c.  fo.  y;^.  ^JJ^P-  37- 

74-    75'    7^*  To  enquire  of 

And  further,  that  they,  the  12,  11,  10,  9,  8,  7,  6,  all  mildemea- 
5,  4,  or  3  of  them,  whereof  the  mayor  to  be  one,  norstothekw 
be  juftices  of  the  faid  late  queen,  her  heirs  and  fuc-  foreftallers, 
ceffors,  to  enquire  upon   oath,  &c.  fo,  76.  of  all  *^^'^g°ftat  ^/ 
murders,  &c.    foreftallers*,    regrators,    &c.  and  of  5.  ej.  g.  ij. 
all   other   matters  whatfoever  done,  or  committed, 
&c.  fo.  yy.  78.  79.  fo  that  the  keepers  of  the  peace 
in  Northumberland  and  Durham,  do  not  enter  for 
any  matter  of  peace,  &c.   to  be  ended  and  deter- 
mined, in  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle,  fo.  80. 

(f)  The  queen    grants   to    the   faid    mayor   and  Reafonable 
burgeifes,  and  their  fucceffors,  that    they  may,    as  taxation  of 
often    as    need  fhall    require,   impofe,    &c.    fines*,  ^"^3,  &c.  for 
penalties,   taxations,  cuftoms,  &c.  for    the   P^^^^^^  *See°ftar  2?* 
ufe  of  the  mayor   and   burgeffcs   of  the  faid  town,  -^.d.  2.  6. 

to  be  kept  in  their  common  chamber,  and  to  be 
expended  for  their  pubhck  ufe,  fo.  81.  or  by  their 
officers,  from  time  to  time  to  be  levied,  fuch  as 
before  time,  were  lawfully  taxed  and  impofed,  &c. 
and  that  the  faid  mayor,  &c.  may  ufe  all  the  means 
they  can,  to  levy  and  gather  the  fame,  fo.  82. 

(g)  The  queens  plealure  further   was,    that  the  *P^''^^°^'^^* 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  faid  town,  or  '',''„,,    c  T 
nve,  or   more  of  them,   whereof  the  mayor  to  be  Seeftat.  3.H. 
one,  be  juftices  for  gaol  deliveries,  &c.  fo.  83.  and  7   i. 

that  the  coroners   *  of  the   faid  town  (hall  deliver  T"wn  moor  la' 
all  juries,  inquifitions,  pannel  attatchments,  &c.  and  y}!;  f."'  ^  '^'^ 

1  r    1  1  o         •        .1      1     •    liberties,  only 

make  return  01  them  to  the  mayor,  &c.  m  all  their  j-^j^jty  ^o  >.^ci 

E  gaol  coals. 


26  Q_17EEN   ELIZABETHS     CHARTERa 

They  have  v,o  g^ol  deliveries,  &c.  fo.  84.  and  do  execute  the 
otherlibertics  precepts  of  the  mayor,  &:c.  in  inch  manner,  as  any 
walls  of  the  i'l^i'ifi^'e  of  England  was  accuflomed  to  do,  at  the 
town.  **•  ,^?'0i  deliveries,  for  their  leveral  counties  ;  and  that 
Quere,  what  the  faid  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldciinen  may,  fo.  85, 
intercft  thc-y  ^y^Q^  gallows  within  the  liberties  of  the  faid  town, 
lave  1.1 1  le  hano"  felons,  &c.     And  that  the  faid  mavor,  re- 

po.t,  foricex-  ,      ^         ,      ,  ,  r  r   .i! 

tends  Itvcn      corder,  and  aldermen,  or  nve,   or    more  or  them, 

miles  above,  may  take  and  arrefl  what  ielons,  theeves,  and  male- 
and  itven  faclors  foever,  within  the  town  and  port  of  New- 
niues  below,  (,.^fj-jg^  ^j-j j  pQj-j-  aforefaid,  or  the  precinct,  or  li- 
Ntwcalllc  herties  of  them,  are  found,  &c.  and  may  bring 
which  is  fur-  them  to  prifon  there,  fo.  86. 

theithen their  (^h)  The  faid  queen  gives  licence  to  William 
right  of  inhe-  j^eddel,  and  to  fix  others,  and  to  what  fubjeds,  or 
^  th  "*"  '  ''  '  ^^^bje.11  whatfoever,  of  the  faid  late  queen,  her  heirs 
Queen  Eli'/a-  ^I'^d  fucceffors,  affign  or  affigns,  tenants,  or  farmers, 
bcih  her  leafe  fo.  87.  of  the  mannor  of  Gates-fide,  and  Wickham, 
of  the  manor  ^y*i|-|^  their  appurteiiances,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
fUV'^hh  ^  ^y  vertueof  aleafe  to  the  faid  queen,  made  (amongft 
made  to  \v.  Others)  by  Richard,  late  bifliop  of  Durham,  by  his 
Reddel,  and  indenture,  dated  the  26.  of  April,  in  the  24.  year  of 
othersin trull,  her  reign,  1582.  for  ninety  nine  years  from  the 
for  the  mayor  n^jii^jj^g  thereof;  and  that  the  faid  affign  or  afligns,, 
ofNewca^lUe  tenants,  farmers,  fo.  88.  of  the  premifes  fo  demiled, 
for  the  time  and  their  furvivors.  The  faiil  mannors,  or  lord- 
beingSeeibt.  fhips  of  Gates-fide  and  Wickham,  with  their  ap- 
7.  Ed.  6.  10.  purtenances,  may  grant  and  affign,  to  the  faid  mayor 
*  e  copy  ^j^j  bursreires,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs,  for  the  re- 
the  itat.  of  Tidue  of  the  years  then  to  come  ;  and  to  the  mayor 
mort.  whe-  and  burgelTes  of  the  faid  town,  and  to  their  fuc- 
ther  the  leafe  cefTors,  that  the  faid  mannors,  and  lordlhips  of 
begoodor      Gates-fide,  fb.   80.    and   Wickham    aforefaid,  with 

not.  15.  Rich,     ,     .  '  ^  ,  J    I     ij        1      • 

2.  t  ■  their  appurtenances,  may  have,  and  hold,  during 
the  refidue  of  the  years  then  to  come,  the  faid  queen, 
for  her,  her  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  gave  Ipecial 
licence,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  mortmain* 
or  any  other  llatute,  &c.  fo.  90. 

(i)  The 
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(i)  The  queen  pardoneth  and  releafeth,  to  the 
£iid  mayor,  and  burgefles,  and  to   their  fucceirors, 
and  to  every  iubjeft  and   fubjeds   whatfoever,  &c. 
All,  and  all  manner  of  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures, 
and  fums   of  money,  and   all   other  charges  what- 
foever to  the  faid  queen,  or  to  any  her  progenitors, 
fo.  91.  theretofore  forfeited,   by  vertue  of  an  ad -of 
parliament,  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  at  VVefrminfter, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  onely  publifhed  for 
the  aifurement  of  keels,  by  parliament  commiffioners 
affigned,  or  by   pretence  of  another  a£t  of  parlia- 
ment, begun  at  Weftminfter,  in  the  one  and  twen- 
tieth year  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  fo.  92.  intituled. 
An  acl   concerning  Newcaftle,  and   the  port  there, 
for   the    loading    or   unloading   of  any    merchants 
goods,  within   this   kingdome,  or  elfewhere,  to  be 
fold  from  any  Ihip  or  fliips,  or  other  veflels,  in  or  at 
any  place   or  places,   within  the  port  and  river  of 
Tyne,    between    Sparhawk,    fo.  93.    and    Hadwyn 
ftreams,  but  only  at  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle,  and   See  ihis  aft 
not  elfewhere,  under  pains  and    forfeitures,  in  the  whethenhe've 
faid  act,  contained  and   fpecified.     And   by  vertue  be  i'uch  a  pe- 
of  another  a£t  of  parliament,  at  Weflminfter  afore-  nalty  or  not? 
faid,  the   three  and    twentieth   of  January,   in    the  t)"<^aufe    the 
firft  year  of  the  late  queen  EHzabeth,  intituled,  An   ^^""^  ^t^  P'''' 

...  ^  vAtc  act. 

a£l,  limiting  the  times  of  expofing  upon  land-mer- 
chandizes, from  parts  beyond  the  feas,  and  con- 
cerning cuftomes  and  fweet  wines,  and  there  it  v/as 
ena(3:ed,  amongfl;  others,  for  and  concerning,  fo. 
94.  the  loading  or  unloading  in,  or  from  any  fliip, 
or  other  veflel,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes, 
againft  the  faid  aft,  &c.  or  to  the  late  queen,  due, 
and  forfeited,  by  vertue  of  the  faid  ads,  and  all  the 
goods,  and  chattels,  lands,  and  tenements  of  the 
faid  mayor,  and  burgeffes,  &c.  being  the  aforefaid 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  &c.  fo.  95. 


E  2  Now 
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Now  folloiveih    the   charter  of  the  free-hoaji-men   of 
JSeivcaflle. 

(k)  TL  yrOREOVER  the  queen  grants,  to  the  faid 
xVJl  mayor,  and  burgefles,  and  to  every 
fubjedt,  and  fubjeds  of  hers,  her  heirs,  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  inhabitants,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  town, 
commonly  called  hoaft-men,  in  every  feafon  fitting, 
and  hours  accuftomed,  the  cuftomes  and  fubfidies, 
and  other  profits,  to  the  faid  queen,  her  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  due  to  be  paid,  and  to  the  cuftomers, 
and  fo.  96.  collectors  of  the  faid  queen  and  fuc- 
ceffors, agreeing  thereupon  to  be  charged  or  dif- 
charged,  fhipped  or  unfliipped,  pit-coals,  grind- 
ftones,  rub-ilones,  and  whet-llones,  near  New^caflle, 
&c.  fuch  fhip,  veffel,  &c.  was  of  fuch  a  capacity, 
or  for  any  other  reafonable  caufe,  that  they  could 
not  fitly  apply  to  Newcaftle,  that  then,  in  fuch 
cafe,  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  as 
their  fervants,  &c.  fo.  97.  might  and  may,  load, 
and  unload,  fuch  fliip  and  (hips,  veffel,  and  veffels, 
with  coals  and  flones  abovefaid,  in  their  port,  be- 
tween Sparhawk  and  Newcaftle,  being  diftant  by 
eftimation  not  above  feven  miles.  And  further  the 
queen  willeth,  fo.  98.  and  commandeth  the  faid 
mayor  and  burgeffes,  &c.  and  their  fucceffors,  and 
every  fubjeft  and  fubjeds  of  her,  her  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town,  called 
hoaft-men,  that  they,  the  fame  fiiips  being  of  fuch  a 
capacity,  that  they  cannot  fitly  fail  to  the  town  of 
Newcaftle,  to  charge  and  difcharge  themfelves,  of 
coals  and  ftones,  fo.  99.  fo  nigh  Newcaftle,  as  con- 
Too  fliillincrs  veniently  may  be  done,  without  fraud,  &c.  and 
for  every  fhfp  that  under  the  pain  of  one  hundred  fhillings,  to  be 
or  veffel.  levied  for  the  queens  ufe,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
to  be  forfeited  for  every  fhip  or  veffel,  fo  charged 
or  difcharged,  contrary  to  the  true  intention,  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  letters  pattents,  and  for  that  the 

queen 
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qaecn  vvilleth,  that  the  mayor,  burgefifes,  and  inha- 
bitants, of  the  faid  town,  &c.  fo.  loo.  being  bur- 
geffes,  may  ferve  the  queen  and  her  fucceffors  with 
more  commendable  fervice,  and  may  fiirnifli  the 
queen,  &c.  with  mariners,  more  cheerfully  in  our 
greatelt  wars,  as  we  have  heard  they  have  done  in. 
time>  pad;  and  for  that  the  faid  town  hath  been  a 
faithful  fortrefle,  and  defence,  fighting  againfl  the 
rebels  in  times  pall,  and  hath  behaved  itfelf  moll 
dutifully  to  us,  and  to  our  progenitors,  &c.  fo.  lor. 
refilling  the  faid  rebels.  The  queen  therefore  giveth 
and  gianteth  to  the  mayor,  burgeifes,  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors, all  the  felons  goods,  unto  themfelves,  and 

of  lugitives,  convicted  and  attainted,  and  of  out-law-        j*"  °"^^ 
o  '  '  goods  grant- 

ed perlons,   &c.  10.   102.  ed. 

(l)  And  whereas  the  town  of  the  Newcaille  upon  n^]^^  ^  ^c 
I'yne,  is  a  town  of  merchants,  a  mart  or  market  of  bel  they  took 
great  fame,  and  (luffed  with  a  multitude  of  merchants,  in  the  29. 
dwelling  therein,  and  of  others,  as  well  home-bred  year  of  king 
thither  tlowin,'.,   and   there  expefting  their  trade  of  ^^^^'^^^11^^^ 
merchanting,  and  thereupon  it  is  neceffary,  to  order  Th.  Moor,  to 
and  eflabliih,  a  certain  order,  within  the  faid  town,  maintain  the 
fo.  103.  and  the  fpeedy  recovery  of  debts  to  merchants,  popiihreligi- 
kc.  due  according  to  the  (latute  of  A£ton  Burnel,  &c.  ?^\  ^^'^  '^^^ 
The  queen  granteth,  fo.  104.  to  the  mayor  and  bur-  £^^.^[^^ 
geffes,   and  their  fucceffors,  that  the  mayor  for  the 
time,  for  ever  thereafter,  fhall  have  power,  together  The  queen 
with  the  clerk,  to  that  end  ordained,  to  take  recog-  andherheirs, 
nizances,  according  to  the  form  of  the  flatute  of  Ac-  andfuc-effors 
ton  Burnel,  and  of  the  flatute  of  merchandize,  made  in  'V'^^-  ^",    /^^ 

tiiGir  Ciprlc  or 

parliament,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  firfl,  and  recoirni- 
that  there  fhall  be  a  clerk   in  the  fame  town,  which  aances. 
fliall  be  called  the  clerk  of  the  queen,  her  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  to  take  recognizances  of  debts,  according 
to   the  faid  flatute,  fo.    105.     The   queen  appoints 
William  Jackfon,  gentleman,  to  be  her  firfl,  and  then' 
modern  clerk,   for   taking  recognizances   of  debts, 
within  the  faid  town,  to  enjoy   the  fame,  during  his 
life,  and  after  his  death,  the  mayor  and  burgeffes,  &c. 

-    fo.  106, 
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fo.  To5.  are  impowred  to  prefer  to  the  faid  office, 
fo.  107.  another  of  the  burgeifes  of  the  faid  town,  to 
be  the  queens   clerk  (as  before)  and  to  continue,  fo 
long  as  it  fhould  pleafe  the  mayor,  &c.  fo.  108.   And 
Themavorto  ^^'^^^  ^^v^  a  feal  in  two  peeces,  for  fealing  the  faid  re- 
have  a  feal.      cognizances,  and  the  mayor  to  have  the  cuftody  of 
See  chap,  46.  the  greater  peece,  and  the  clerk,  fo.  log.  fhall  have 
*•  the  cuftody  of  the  lelfer  peece  of  the  faid  feal,   &c. 

fo  that  if  a  merchant,   or  any  other  fliall  be  made  a 
debtor,  he  may  come  before  the  mayor  and  clerk  of  re- 
cognizances, and  before  them  acknovi^ledge  his  debt, 
and  day  of  payment,  fo.  iio.     And  the  faid  mayor 
and  clerk,   may  do   and  difpatch   all  other,  things, 
which  by  the   ftatute  atorefaid,  are  requifite,  &c.  fo. 
111.     The  faid  clerk  is  to  have  fuch  wages,  fees,  re- 
wards, and  emoluments,  for  the  execution  of  the  faid 
office,  as  anv  other  mayor,  of  any  other  town,  or  city 
in  England,  &c.  fo.  1 12.  lawfully,  and  of  right,  hath 
or  receiveth,  &c.  fo.  1 13. 
The  town  of       (^m)  The  qucen  granteth  by  the  fa'd  charter,  to 
New'caltle        ^^^  mayor  and  burgefles,  and  to  their  fucceifars,  and 
dilchaivedor  i       •    1     1  •  r     V       r  •  1  i  11 

toles  kc.        ^°  ^'^^  inhabitants  or  the  laid  town,   that  they  be 

quiet  and  difcharged,  fo.  113.  of  toles,  pafl'ages, 
poundage,  murage,  chimage,  paunage,  laftage,  ftal- 
lage,  carriage,  picage,  tronage,  hidage,  and  wharfage, 
for  their  goods  and  merchandizes,  as  well  by  land  as 
by  fea,  as  well  in  fares  as  in  markets,  and  all  fecular 
cuftoms,  over  the  queens  lands,  on  this  fide,  and  be- 
yond the  feas,  &c.  fo.  1 54. 
Profits  of  The  queen  further  granteth  to   the  faid  mayor, 

toles  of  mar-  burgeifes  and  their  fucceffors,  that  they  Ihall  have 
kets  and  tares  ^.^j.  ^|^^j^  publick  ufe,  all  and  fingular  fuch  like  toles, 

in  iNewcaltle  i 

and  liberties  ^^^^  '^^^  oihcr  cuftoms,  toles,  profits,  and  advantages, 
to  be  levied  in  fares  and  markets,  holden  and  to  be  holden  with- 
for  the  ufe  of  in  the  faid  town,  and  any  other  times  whatfoever 
the  mayor,  ^y  themfelves,  fo.  115.  to  be  levied  and  gathered, 
takeljut^^av  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  expended  to,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
BO  toles.         mayor  and  burgeffes,  and  their  fucceffors,  &c.  and 

the 
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the   faid  queen  forbiddeth,    that  any  man  difturb  *  See  3  Ed.  r. 
them,  &c.  fo.  116.  20.ci.ap.29. 

(n)  The  faid  queen  alfo  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  Merchant 
and  burgefl'es,  and  their  fuccelfors,  that  no  merchant  {tiano-ers  fel- 
Itranger*,  from  the  liberty  of  the  faid  town  of  New-  ling  and  buy- 
caftle,  mav  fell  to  any  merchant  ftranger,  any  their  '"«'  "f  "^<^>'- 
merchandizes  within  the  faid  town  (except  viduals,  ^'^^^!"'nf  ^^ 
and    befides   in    markets   and   fares,    to    be  holden    »Seelht." 
within    the    faid    town,    and    limits    thereof)     nor   Rich  2.  7. 
fuch  merchant  ftranger  may  buy  any  merchandizes,   H^'ch-z  9. 
(except  and  befides,  as  is  before  excepted,)  fo.  117.   ^'  ^'  ^-'^"'•^' 
of  any  merchant  ftranger,  within  the  fame  town  and   -\  ^^ '^  '^^' 
liberty  thereof,  other   than  in  grofs,  upon  pain  and  *  s-ce  chap, 
forfeiture*  of  thofe  merchandizes,  to  be  had  and  levi-  49^  d.  chap, 
ed,  for  the  publick  ufe  of  the  faid  mayor  and  burgef-   5^-  a. 
fes,  fo.  1 18. 

The  queen  moreover  granteth,  that  the  faid  mayor  .^  p-eneral 
and  burgelles,  and  their  fuccelfors,  fo.  1 18.  may  have,    confirmation 
hold,  &:c.  all  fuch  like    liberties,  cuftoras,  franchi-   of  all  liber- 
fes,  &c.   and  all  other  the  premifes,  &c.   to  the  faid   ^'^"'  ^''^' 
mayor  and  burgelfes,  granted   and  confirmed,    as  is 
before  exprelfed,  and  that  they  niay  injoy,   and  ufe 
them  for  ever,  fully,  freelyj   &c.   without  impeach- 
ment, moleltation,  &c.  fo.  119. 

Further,  the  queen  pardoneth  and  releafeth,  to  the 
faid  mayor  and  burgelfes,  and  to  their  fucceffors,  all, 
and  all  manner   of  actions,  fuits,  impeachments  by 
writ  of  quo  warranto,*  to  be  brought  or  executed  ^See  ftut.  ^o. 
asfainft  the  faid   mayor,  fo.-  120.   and  burgefles  and  Edw.  r.    A 
their  fucefiors,  by  the  faid  late  queen,  &c.  or  by  any  n't''ii3''^^c  of 
of  her  oflicers,  by  reafon   of  any  franchize,  liberty.  ^-  *^'""'"'-''' ^<^- 
bcc.  by  the  laid  mayor  and  burgelles,  or   their   pre-  brou  ^ht  a- 
deceflbrs,  within  the  faid  town,  and   limits  thereof,  gainftthemby 
before  times  challenged  orufurped,  and  that  the  faid  «ntofquo 
mayor,  and  burp-efies  fliall  be  quit,  and  altoc-'ether  dif-  ^^7'"^"-°     It 

u  '        I  i'  I-  ^       '  t)  doth  not  clear 

charged  tor  ever,  to.  121.  f^^^^^ 

The  queen  further  granteth,  that  every  pcrfon  or  Buro-effcs  to 
perfons,  who  for  ever  hereafter  Ihall  be  admitted  to  be  admitted 
be  burgelfes,  he.  fliall  be  admitted  by  the   mayor  ^'^  ^^^'  "^^3'or 

and  ^ 
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and  burgeffes,  &c.  or  by  the  greater  part  of  them, 

fo.    12  2. 

(o)  Moreover  the  queen,  often  confidering  in  her 
A  new  free  mind,  of  how  much  availe  it  is  to  the  commonweahh 
grammer-  of  England,  to  have  youth  well  educated  and  in- 
^*^-^ft°d*°d^  ftrufted  from  their  tender  years,  &c.  fo.  123.  ordain- 
]ed  by  the  ^^^  ^^^  granteth,  that  within  the  faid  town  of  New- 
name  of  queen  caftle,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  that  there  be  ereded, 
Elizabeth  her  and  for  ever,  there  be  one  free-granimer-fchoole, 
free  grammer-  which  fliall  be  called  the  free-grammer-fchoole, 
c  00  c.  ^£  queen  Elizabeth,   in  Newcaftle,  and  fliall  confift 

of  one  mafter  and  fchollars,  to  be  inflru6led  in  the 
fame,  and  that  they  the  mafter  and  fchollars,  of  the 
fame  fchool,  fo.  124.  for  ever  hereafter,  fhall  be  one 
body  corporate,  in  law,  faft,  and  name,  by  the  name 
of  the  mafter,  and  fchollars,  of  the  free-grammer- 
fchoole  of  queen  Elizabeth,  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne, 
&c.  and  by  that  name  may  have  perpetual  fucceffion, 
and  lliall  be  in  perpetual  times  to  come,  fo.  125.  per-^ 
fons  able  and  capable  in  the  law,  of  having,  purcha- 
fmg,  &c.  lands,  tenements,  &c.  to  them  and  their  luccef- 
fors  in  fee  fimple,  or  for  term  of  years,  fo  they  exceed 
not  the  yearly  value  of  40I.  and  fo  they  be  not  hol- 
den  of  the  faid  queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors  in 
chief,  nor  by  knights  fervice,  &c.  fo.  126.  127.  128. 
and  that  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  and 
their  fucceffors,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  &c.  fo. 
129.  fliall  have  power,  to  make  an  honeft,  learned 
and  difcreet  man,  to  be  the  firft  and  modern  ufl:!er 
in  that  fchool,  there  to  continue,  during  the  good 
pleafure  of  the  mayor  and  burgeffes,  &c.  fo.  130. 
and  if  it  happen  the  mafter  and  uflier  to  die,  or  leave 
the  faid  fchool,  &c.  fo.  131.  then  they  may  chufe 
other  men,  to  be  mafter  and  ufher,  &c.  fo.  132.  133. 

(p)    A   ND  whereas   the   mayor  and  burgeffes  of 

jf^  Newcaftle,  more  deeply  Confidering,  and 

weighing,   the  effeft  of  divers  letters  patterns,  &c. 

And  whereas  the  faiJ.  town  is  an  ancient  town,  and 

the 
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the  mayor  and   biirgefles  of  the   fame,   time  out  of 

mind,  fo.  133.  of  man,  they  have  had  a  certain  guild 

or  fraternity,  commonly  called  hoaft-men*,  lor  the  *See{jat.  21. 

difchareincT  and  better  dilpofinr-  ot  fea-coals,  and  pit-  Jf  °b'  "P;  3- 

1        ~    •  '^i  r>  in  J        L       n.  •       Mayor  and 

coals,  grind-ltones,  rub-kones,  and  whet-itones,  in  burn-cfTcspeti- 
and  upon  the  river  and  port  of  Tyne,  which  guild  or  tion,    having 
fraternity  is  granted,  or  eilablilhed,  by  none  of  the  been  an  anti- 
faid  letters  pattenta  :   Whereupon  the  faid  mayor  and  ^^^  fraternity 
burgelTes,  have  humbly  fuppiicated  the  faid  queen,  ^^Jjj^'j  jjy^^j^_ 
that  in  fupply  of  the  faid  defects,  that  we  would  ex-  men,  for,  the 
hibit  our  liberality  and  favor,  fo.    134.  and  that  we  difchart^ing- 
would  vouchfafe  to   make,  reduce,  and  create  the  and  better  dif- 
faid  guild,  into  a  body  corporate  and  politick,  &c.  1^^{!%"1  ^^^ll 
The    faid  queen    therefore   ordaineth,  fo.    135.  ap-  thcy'nky  be 
pointeth,  and  granteth,  that   William  Jennifon,  the  incorporated 
elder,  and  44  perfons  more,  commonly  called  the  in  one  body, 
hoaft-men,  of  the  faid  town  of  Nevv'caiUe  upon  Tyne,  'Ibequeenor- 

1  L        1  r     1        r  •  1  r  •  j     11      ^i  dninetn  them 

and  brethren  or  the  laid  fraternity.,  and  ail  others,  foto^e 
which  now  are,  or   hereafter  fliall   be   ele<3:ed,  ad-  Names  45  to 
mitted,    &c.    Into   the  faid  guild,  or  fraternity,  of  be  the  guild 
the  faid  hoaft-men,  of  Newcaftle   upon   Tyne,  fo.  ^^  body  cor- 
136.   137.  hereafter,  and   ftiall,  be   one   body    cor-  ^"jf""^-'     ],  j 
porate  and  politick,  in  law,  fa£t,  and  name,  by  the  ^  monopoly, 
name  of  the  governor  and  ftewards,  and  brethren  in  the  ftat.  of 
of  the  fraternity  of  the  hoaft-men,  in  the  town  of  the  21.  k. 
Nevixaftle  upon    Tyne,    &c.    one    body    corporate  J^"''  ^'  3* 
and  politick,  really  and    at  full,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceifors.     We   do   erect,  make,    ordain   and  Erablesthem 
create^    &c.  and  that  by  the  fame  name,  they  may,  to  become 
and  fliall,  have  a  perpetual  fucceflion,  and  are,  and  pmcha  ers  in 
fliall  be,  in  perpetual  times  to  come,  perfons  able,  perpttDity. 
and  in  law  capable,  to  have,  purchafe,  receive,  and  o   ^  I'^'^^^' 
pofTefs,    fo.    138.    lands,    tenements,  liberties.,  &:c.  ^^^  1/       '" 
to   them  and   their   fucceifors,   in  perpetuity,*  and 
otherwaies,    and    to    give,    grant,   demife,  &c.    the 
fame    lands,    tenements,    and    hereditaments,    and 
to  do  all  other  things,  by  the  name  aforefaid,  and 
that  by  the  fame  name,  they  may  plead,  or  be  im- 

F  pleaded, 
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pleaded,  &c.  in  Avhat   court   fccver,    &c.    fo.   139, 

140. 

(c^)  And  that  the  faid  governor,  and  fteward,^, 
To  make  a  and  brethren,  of  the  hoaft-men  of  the  tovvn,  fo. 
feal,andbreak  i^^q,  of  Newcaftle,  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceifors, 
o  ^^  .f.*^,^^"'^'  that  feal  at  their  pleafure,  may  break,  aker,  and 
oe  L  lap.  4  ,  j^^^i^g^  ^g  j-Q  iiiQ^  f]-^all  feemgood.     And  the  queen 

appointeth,  that  there  be  and  fl^all  be  for  ever  here- 
after, of  the  number  of  the  hoall-men,  <kc.  which 
yearly  upon  the  fourth  of  Jan.  fo«  141.  fliall  be 
chofen,  &c.  by  the  faid  brethren  of  that  fraternity, 
&c.  to  be  governor,  &c.  And  likewife  there  Ihall 
be,  for  ever  hereafter,  two  honeft  and  difcreet 
men,  of  the  faid  number  of  hoafi-m.en,  kc.  fo.  142. 
who  fhall  be  the  faid  fourth  of  January,  chofen  by 
the  faid  governor,  fueward,  and  brethren  of  the 
To  have  a  go- faid  fraternity,  &c.  And  that  the  queens  will  in 
yernor.  ^^^  premifes,  may  have  a  more  excellent  effect,  file, 

fo.  143.  afligneth,  nameth,  and  createth,  William 
Jennifon,  the  elder,  to  be  the  firft  and  modern 
governor,  &c.  fo.  144.  Moreover  ihe  hath  aiTigned, 
named,  conflituted,  and  appointed,  Francis  An^ 
derfon,  and  John  Barker,  to  be  the  firfl  and 
modern  flewards  of  that  fraternity,  &c.  fo.  145. 
146.  147.  148.  149. 
Power  to  (r)  The    queen  further   grants,  to  tlie    faid  go- 

make  laws  in  yemor,  flewards,   and   brethren    of    the    faid    fra- 
theirguild,  as  |-gj.jjj(-y  ^f  hoaft-men,  &c.  and    to   their'  fucceifors, 
^!P!"/'  fo.    140.     that    the    faid   povernor,    flewards,   and 

good,  and  brethren,  &c.  and  their  fucceifors,  &:c.  fhall  have 
profitable,  for  in  every  fit  time,  for  ever  hereafter,  full  power  of 
the  good  go-  meeting,  in  their  guild-hall,  or  in  any  other  place 
T'^'^rT*  convenient,  within  the  faid  town,  and  there  to 
^  [  conflitute,  make,   fo.    150.  fuch  laws,*    inffitutes, 

*See  i9Hen.  &c.  which  to  the  faid  governor,  ftewards,  and 
7-  7'  brethren,    kc.    good,    wholefome,    profitable,    &c. 

according  as  they  fhall  think  good,  for  the  good 
rule  and  government  of  the  governor,  flewards,  and 
brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  and  for  declaration, 

by 
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by  what  means  and  order,  they,  fo.  151.  and  their 
fa<^ors,    fervants,    and  apprentices,    in   their  office 
and  bufmefles,  concerning  the  faid  fraternity,  they 
fhall    have,    carry  and   ufe,    &c.  and  that  the    go- 
vernor, ftewards,  and    brethren    of  that   fraternity, 
&c.    as    often    as    they    grant,    make,    ordain,    or 
eitabhfi-j  fiich  laws,  inftituces,  inform,  fo.   152.  and 
they   may    impofe  fuch   pains,    penalties,*    punilli- »  See  (lat.  25. 
ments,  and  imprifonments*    of  body,  or  by   fines,  Ed.  1.5. 
&c.  upon  all  delinquents  againft  fuch  laws,  (s)  in- '^^'^''P^^epc- 
ftitutes,  kc.  as  to  them  fliall  be  thought  neceifary  ^[!  impriLn-^ 
and  requifite,  and  as  to  them  (hall  be  thought  bed,  mcntuponthc 
for  the  obfervation  of  the  faid  laws, -ordinances,  &c.  ofFender. 
10.  153.  and  the  faid  fines  and  amerciaments,  at  their  *  See  28. Ed. 
difcretions,  they  may  levy,  have,  and  retain,  to  them  3'   j*      j    . 
and  their  fucceffors,  to  the  m^'e  of  the  governor,  flew-  aUfmcs  for 
ards,  and  brethren,  aforefaid,  without  calumny,  &c.  thecompanys 
all  which,  and  fingular  laws,  ordinances,  Sec.    the  "i"*^'  See  chap, 
faid  late  queen  willeth,  to  be  obferved  ;  fo   that  the  43- d- 

r-jii-  r  ?T-  J.     oucn  laws  to 

laid  laws,  ordinances,  to.  154,  &c.  be  not  repugnant,  ^^  obfcrve  i 
to  the  laws,  or  llatutes,  of  the  kingdom  of  England,    if  thev  be  not 

And   further,    the   queen  granteth,    to    the   faid  repugnant  to 
governor,  ftewards,  and  brethren,  &c.  and  to  their  f'^^  known 
fucceffors,    that   for  ever  hereafter,  they  and  their  j^"^  °      "^' 
fucceffors,  ^c.   fo.    155.  may  have,  and  fhall  have,  Sceftat.  10. 
full  power,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  pleafiire,  to  Men.  77. 
chufe,  name,    and  ordain,    other    inhabitants,  and 
burgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  &c.  to  be,  and  fhall  be 
brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  Sec.  who,  fo  elected, 
nominated,    and    fworn,  fliall   be    named,    and    be 
brethren  of  that  fraternity. 

Moreover,  fo.  i  ^^6.  the  fai4  queen  grants  licence, 
power,  ,and  authority,  to  the  faid  governor, 
ftewards,  and  brethren,  &c.  and  to  their  fucceffors, 
that  they,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors, and  every  of  them,  for  ever  hereafter,  may  and 
fliall,  quietly  and  peaceably,  have,  hold,  ufe,  and 
enjoy,  all  fuch  liberties,  privileges,  kc.  fo.  157. 
concerning    the   loading,  and  unloading,    fliipping, 

F  2  or 
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*Thcytohave  or  unlliipping,  of /lone-coals,  pit-coals*,  grind-ftones, 
all  the    oad-  j-ub-ftones,  and  wher-ilones,  (r)  And  that  they  mav 

ing  or  reload-   r-  I  r  i        ,  ,       "^  ^        in-  i 

ino-  of  coals,  ^'*^^'  ^^^^'   nereatter,  load   and  unload,  Ihip  and   un- 

c<c.  ill  th;it  ihip,  In  or  out  of  any  fliips  or  veilels,  pit-coals,  and 

port,  in  any  flones  aforefaid,  vyithin   the  faid   river  and  port  of 

part  of  the  lyne,  in  any  place   or  places,  as  to  them   fhall  be 

port,notvvith-       'j-^rni  ir-i  p-nt 

ilandino- the  expedient,  fo.  158.  between  the  faid  town  of  New- 
llatute  oftkc  caftle,  &c.  and  the  aforefaid  place,  in  the  aforefaid 
21.  Hen.  8.  river,  called  the  Sparhawke,  fo  nigh  to  the  faid 
^,^^P'  \^-^  town  of  Newc'aftle,  &c.  as  conveniently  may  be  done, 
U^-  araona-  ^^^^''^^^S"  ^^  ^^^  true  intention  of  thefe  letters 
pojy^  pattents,    as  the   men    and    brethren    of  the     faid 

fraternity,  at  any  time,  have  ufed  and  acculiomed, 

ItIscor.cc;vcd"®^^^'^^^-^^^^^^"S"  ^^^  ftatute  of  king  Henry   8.  the 

this  charter     3'  ^^  iVovember,  in  the  21.  year  of  his  reign,  and 

could  not  re-  from  thence  adjourned  to  Weitminlter,  holden,  pub- 

peal  that  fla- Hfhed,    1559.     Intituled,   An  aft  concerning  New- 

^"^'^'  caftle,  and  the  port,  and,  &:c.  to  the  fame  belonging, 

or  any  other  a£l,  &c.  notwithftanding :  And  the  faid 

queen  alfo  willeth,  &c.  for  that  exprefs   mention, 

2cc.  witnefs  the  queen,  at  Weflminfter,   the  22.  of 

March,  in  the  13.  year  of  her  reign,  fo.  160. 

What  a  world  of  profits  is  given  from  the  crown, 
Avhich  oun-ht  to  maintain  it,  and  would  have  fo  filled 
the  coffers,  as  that  there  had  been  little  need  of  fef- 
ments,  &c. 

Having  read  fome  works,  of  thofe  late  famous  ex- 
pofitors  of  the  law,  I  drew  two  or  three  heads  out  as 
obfervations,  for  the  knowledge  of  thofe,  who  know 
them  not,  written  by  way  of  explanation  of  our 
known  laws,  as  being  a  law,  ufed  time  out  of  mind, 
or  by  prefcription. 

The  law  of  nature  Is,  that  which  God  infufed  into 
the  heart  of  man,  for  his  prefervation  and  direftlon, 
and  that  the  law  of  England  is  grounded  upon  fix 
principal  points  ;  the  law  of  reafon,  the  law  of  God, 
divers  cufloms  of  this  land,  of  divers  principles  and 
maxims,  divers  particular  cuftoms,  and  of  divers  fla- 
tutes,  made  in  parliament. 

The 
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The  fundamentall  lawes  of  England  are  fo  excel- 
lent, that  they  are  the  birth-right,  and  the  moft  anti- 
ent  and  belt  inlieritance,  that  the  free  people  of  Eng- 
land have,  for  by  them,  they  enjoy  not  onely  their 
inheritance  and  goods,  in  peace  and  quietnefs,  but 
their  lives  and  dear  country,  in  peace  and  fafety. 
Cooks  preface  to  the  fixth  replication,  and  on  Little- 
ton, I.  2.  c.  12.  fe£t.  213. 

Sometime  it  is  called  right,  fometime  common 
right,  and  fometimes  communis  juj} it ia  ;  and  it  is  the 
fame  law  which  William  the  Conqueror  found  in 
England,  the  laws  which  he  fware  to  obferve,  were, 
Bo?7<s,    life.  aj>probata  antiqim  reg7ii  legis. 

Charter-law  being  fo  repugnant  to  the  above  writ- 
ten, and  fo  deftrudive  to  the  weal  of  the  people,  that 
never  any  writer  ever  writ  of  them,  nor  ever  any  par- 
liament enafled  their  publication,  knowing  they  were 
no  other  then  prerogative,  and  dyes  with  the  donor; 
and  it  is  an  infallible  rule,  where  no  law  is  publiih- 
ed,  there  cannot  be  any  tranfgreffion,  or  obedience 
required. 

The  corporation  of  Newcaftle  hath  but  two  fup- 
porters,  to  (land  and  fall  by,  firll,  prefcription,  fa- 
condly,  cuftom. 

As  to  prefcription,  a  quo  warranto  will  avoid  that 
upon  a  legalltryal,  it  being  underftood,  that  charters 
are  void,  by  reafon  of  the  change  of  government,  if 
not,  yet  by  breach  of  charter,  exceeding  their  power, 
being  nothing  elfe  then  a  fallacy. 

And  as  to  plead  cuftom,  they  have  no  right,  nor 
never  in  poffefTion  of  what  they  claim ;  cuftomary 
right  is  good  law,  but  cuftom  without  right,  is  but 
an  old  error,  and  ought  to  be  removed  ;  drunken- 
nefs  and  fwearing  is  cuftomary  :  Is  it  fit  it  ihould 
ftand  becaufe  of  its  cuftom  ? 

Kings  were  before  corporations,  and  could  have 
better  juftified  themfelves,  for  a  continuance,  then 
corporations,  by  reafon  they  might  plead  hereditary, 
or  eleftary,  conquerors,    or  cuftomary,    yet  being 

found 
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found  a  grievance,  was  taken  and  removed  for  their 
arbitrary  a6tings:  Why  then  rnuft  their  power  itand, 
that  is  no  law  ? 

If  it  were  juftice  to  execute  thofe  two  judges,  Emp.^ 
fon  and  Dudly,  for  onely  putting  a  llatute  lav^'  in  exe4 
cution,  not  repealed,  which  is  above  charters,  being 
grievous  to  the  people  ;  it  were  nothing  more  to  exe- 
cute juftice  upon  fuch,  who  aft  the  fame  without 
any  law. 

King  John  who  was  a  murderer,  yet  commanded  a 
murderer  to  be  taken  from  the  altar,  and  fent  to  the 
{laughter.    Here  was  juftice  1 

Why  do  not  our  juft  judges  fend  fuch  like,  from  the 
charter  to  the  flaup-hier  ?    If  StraiTord  loft  his  life  for 

o 

afting  oppreifively,  by  an  arbitrary  powerj  why  not 
others  for  the  fame  ? 


CHAP.     XII. 

KING  JAMES, 

His   charters    and   orders, 

MARj',   rUt'R,   ALECTO,   VIRGO,  VULPES,  LEO,  KULLUS.  " 

(a)"!^  ING  James,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign, 
j\t.  being  humbly  fupplicated  by  the  mayor, 
and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  that  he  would  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed,  to  confirm  all  their  antient  grants  and 
charters,  and  to  give  them  further  po^vers,  efpecialjy 
of  the  river  Tyne,  tlie  king  confirms  their  charters, 
but  grants  nothing  new,  onely  alters  the  election  of 
thejr  officers,  and  prcfcribes  them  new  oathes,  to  be 
adminiftered  to  the  faid  officers,  in  their  eletlions, 
which  charter  is  in  the  chappel  of  rolls, 

(r)  Alfo 
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(b)  Alfo  the  king  and  his  council,  grants  them  the 
szonftrvancy  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  by  giving  nine 
articles,  upon  the  29.  of  January,  1613,  and 
joyned  in  the  faid  order,  the  bifhop  of  Durham, 
and  other  juitices  of  peace,  of  the  county  of  Durham 
and  Northumberland,  with  the  fix  aldermen  of  the 
faid  town  of  NevvcalUe;  but  three  years  after,  being 
v/eary  of  parrners,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  a  jury 
of  the  burgeii'es,  exhibited  a  great  complaint  to  the 
king  and  council,  at  White-hall,  of  the  great  decay  of 
that  river,  occafioned  by  the  faid  commiflioiiers, 
through  their  neglect,  and  breach  of  trull,  which 
complaint,  begat  this  following  reference  from  the 
council  table,  and  further  power  to  add  to  the 
former.    See  chap.  34.  (c.)  ^^.  (a.b)  28.  (a.p) 

(c)  Whereas,  upon  complaint  of  the  decay  of  the 
river  of  Tyne,  and  of  the  daily  abufes,  done  and 
committed,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  fame,  certain 
articles  were  granted,  on  the  29.  of  January,  1613, 
and  commanded  to  be  put  in  execution,  for  the  re- 
medy of  fuch  abufes  ;  and  for  as  much  as  a  jury  of 
Newcadle-men,  have,  by  their  petition  to  this  board, 
grievoufly  complained  thole  ai tides  were  wholly 
neglected,  by  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen  of  the  lame 
town,  and  the  billiop  of  Durham,  and  juftices  of  peace, 
all  which  were  joynt  commiinoners,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  that  river,  the  river  decaying  fo  fall,  that  in 
Ihort  time,  it  would  be  dord  and  wrecked  up,  with 
fand-  &c.  if  not  order  loon  taken  therein.  The  coun- 
cil ordered  fir  Ralph  Winvv'-ood,  lir  Julius  Casfar, 
and  fir  Daniel  Dunn,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  admi^ 
ralty,  with  the  afiftance  of  the  trinity-maiters  of  Lon- 
don, to  draw  up  thirteen  articles  more,  to  be  joyned 

with  the  former  nine.     And  by  fpecial  order  of  his  Sec  chsotci.. 
majefties  council,  at  White-hall,  was.givenand  com-  19-    24.    25, 
manded,  that  all  the  faid  two  and  twenty  articles,  be  ^^-   ^^-    34- 
put  in  execution,  for  the  confervation  and  preferva- ,      ^  ^^' 
tion  of  the  river  of  Tyne^  by  the  commillicners,  here- 
after 
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after  named,  or  elfe  to  forfeit  all  the  towns  liberties, 
into  the  kings  hands.     See  chap.  13. 

(d)  And  though  the  coramiiTioners,  formerly  ap- 
pointed, for  the  execution  of  the  former  articles,  are 
perlbns  of  place  and  quality,  and  otherwife  well  de- 
ferving  of  the  publick,  yet  for  as  much  as  contra- 
ry to  the  trufli  repofed  in  them,  they  have  altogether 
neglected  their  duty  therein,  whereof  further  notice 
may  be  taken,  as  occafion  fiiall  require,  it  is  thought 
expedient  that  thefe  perfons  following,  be  named  and 
authorized  commiffioners,  for  the  due  performance 
and  execution j  as  well  of  the  faid  former  articles, 
bearing,  date  the  29.  of  January,  1613,  as  of_thofe 
now  devifed  and  publilhed,  with  the  joynt  confent, 
and  good  liking  of  the  aldermen,  of  the  town  of 
Kewcaftle,  and  others  attending  their  lordfhips,  in 
that  behalf,  for  the  fafety  and  confervency  ot  that 
river. 

{j£)The  names  of  the  commlfftoners  at  Newcajile,  for 
the  river  of  Tyne. 


THE   MAYOR, 

WILLIAM   WARMOUTH, 

TIMOTHY  DRAPER, 

CUDB.   BEWICK, 

THO.    WYNN, 

LEO.   CAR, 

ROBERT  LEGER, 

JOHN   STUBS, 

ROBERT  CHAMBERLAIN, 


JOHN  HOLBOURN, 
HEN. JOHNSON, 
EDW.   FRENCH, 
THO.    EWBANK, 
GEORGE   WALLIS, 
RALPH    COX, 
JOHN    EADEN, 
JOHN   BUTLER. 


See  ftal.  23. 
Hen.  y.  5. 


(f)  29.  January,  1613. 

I.  ^  I  'HAT  the  owners  of  every  falt-v\'ork,  on 
_!.  either  fide  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  built  and 
to  be  built,  do,  within  fix  months  build  up  their 
wharfs  and  keyes,  fufficiently  above  a  full  fea-mark, 
in'height  of  the  water,  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor, 
and  fix  aldermen,  to  the  end,  neither  coals  nor  rub- 
bifh  do  fall  off  into  the  river. 

2.  That 
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2.  That  all  wharfs  and  keys,  in  all  parts  of  the  ri- 
ver of  Tyne,  be  danim'd  and  back'd  with  earth,  and       \ 
not  with  ballaft. 

3.  That  no  ballaft  be  caft  at  Shields,  by  any 
veffel,  which  loadeth,  either  with  coals  or  fait,  or 
other  commodities,  nor  any  ballaft  wharfes  to  be 
built  there,  or  ufed  for  that  purpofe.  See  chap. 
19.  (h),  24.  (k),    18.  (a). 

4.  That  all  falt-pan  owners,  fliall  carry  away  their 
pan  rubbidi,  from  oft"  their  keyes,  or  wharfs,  every 
forty  dayes,  that  none  fall  into  the  river. 

5.  That  no  ballaft  be  caft^  but  upon  fufficient 
ballaft  wharfs,  built,  and  to  be  built,  above  a  high 
water  mark,  and  to  be  allowed  by  the  mayor,  and 
fix  aldermen,  in  any  part  of  the  river.  See  chap. 
49.  (g). 

6.  That  the  furveyors,  unladers,  and  cafters  of 
ballaft,  according  to  their  offices  and  duties,  fliall, 
every  week,  caufe  all  the  ballaft  which  falls  off"  the 
ballaft  fliores,  into  the  river,  to  be  taken  up  again, 
and  caft  upon  the  ballaft  wharfs  j  and  to  take  care, 
that  the  fliips  have  a  good  fayl,  to  lie  between  the 
Ihip  and  fiiore,  that  none  of  the  ballaft  fall  between, 
into  the  river.  See  chap.  49.  (g),  14.  (b),  34.  35. 

7.  That  no  coals  nor  ftones  be  digged,  within 
fixty  yards,  on  a  ftreight  line,  from  a  lull  fea-mark, 
in  any  part  of  the  river,  to  the  end  none  fall  in. 

8.  That  fome  ftrict  and  fevere  punifliment,  be 
Inflicted,  by  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen,  upon  any 
fuch  mafter  of  ftiip,  or  keels,  as  (hall  prefume  to  caft 
any  ballaft,  upon  any  infufficient  fiiores,  or  into  the 
river.    See  chap.  49.  (e),  39.   14.  (c). 

Q.  That  there  fliall  be  no  wyers,  dams,  or  other 
ftoppage,  or  cafting  of  ballaft,  in  or  neer  the  faid 
river,  or  creeks,  running  into  the'faid  river  of  Tyne, 
or  within  eight  miles  of  the  tovv^n  of  Newcaftle,  but 
fuch  as  fliall  be  allowed,  by  the  mayor  and  fix 
aldermen,  of  the  faid  tov^n,  fuch  ftiores  being  fuf- 
ficiently  wharfed.     Sec  chap.  34. 

G  Thirteen 
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Thirteen  articles  more  granted y  Feb.  14.  1616. 

to.  That  no  lighters,  boats,  or  keels,  with  balhifl:, 
be  fuffered  to  go  up  and  down,  the  river  of  Tyne,  in 
any  night  tide,  to  prevent  the  keelmens  cafting  bal- 
laft  into  the  river,  they  often  ulnig  fo  to  do,  being 
more  eafie,  and  lefs  labour  to  caft  it  into  the  river, 
than  upon  the  top  of  the  ballad  fhores,  which  fpoyls 
the  river,  the  commiffioners  are  to  take  care  herein, 
to  fee  the  putting  hereof,  in  execution,  and  to  punifli 
offenders.     See  chap.  49.  (e). 

1 1.  That  llrangers  fliall  be  appointed  every  week, 
to  cleanfe  the  ftreets  in  Newca(lle,  of  their  aflies  and 
other  rubbilh,  to  prevent  the  rain  from  wafliing  the 
fame  into  the  river,  thorough  Loadbourn. 

12.  That  all  the  gates,  on  the  town  key,  be 
locked  up  every  night,  except  one,  or  two,  to  fland 
open,  for  the  mafters  and  fea-men,  to  go  too  and  fro, 
to  their  fhips,  which  will  prevent  fervants  cafting 
aihes,  and  other  rubbifh,  into  the  river  ;  and  that 
thofe  two  gates  be  conftantly  watched,  all  night  long. 
See-  chap.  49.  (k),  chap.  14.  (b). 

13.  That  all  fervants  dwelling,  with  any  the  in- 
habitants, refiding  or  inhabiting,  in  the  town  of 
Gates-head,  and  fand-gate,  and  the  clofe,  in  New- 
caftle,  be  fworn  every  year,  not  to  caft  any  rubbilh, 
into  the  river.     See  chap.  49.  (t). 

14.  Whereas  there  hath  been  an  ancient  cuftomc 
in  Newcaftle,  that  every  mafter  of  any  Ihip,  who  h 
known  to  caft  any  ballaft  at  fea,  between  Souterand 
Hartly,  or  within  fourteen  fathom  water  of  the 
haven,  to  the  hurt  of  the  faid  river,  was  brought 
into  the  town  chamber;  and  there  in  the  prefence  of 
the  people,  had  a  knife  put  into  his  hand,  was 
conftrained  to  cut  a  purie,  with  monies  in  it,  as  who 
fhould  fay  he  had  offended  in  as  high  a  degree,  as 
if  he  cut  a  purfe  from  the  perfon  of  a  man,  whereby 
he  might  be  foaftiamed,  that  he  fliould  never  offend 
again  therein  j  and  others  by  his  example,    were 

terrified 
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terrified  from  trefpafnng,  in  the  like  kind,  that  now 
in  the  time  of  fo  general  wrongs,  done  to  the  river, 
and  the  great  number  of  ihips,  which  comes  into 
that  haven,  this  ancient  cuftome  be  revived,  and 
put  in  execution.     See  flat.  8.  Eliz.  4.     See  chap. 

39-  (-0. 

15.  That  whereas  much  ballafl:  falls  off  into  the 
river  of  Tyne,  between  the  (hips  and  the  ballad 
ihores,  in  calling  of  it  out  of  the  fliip,  to  the  great 
hurt  of  the  fame,  the  commiffioners  are  to  fet,  every 
winter  feafon,  the  poor  keelmen,  and  (hewel-men,  on 
work,  to  call  into  keels,  fuch  ballafl  and  fand,  fallen 
into  the  river,  and  then  to  call  it  on  the  fliores,  or 
wharf  again. 

16.  That  fome  trufty  truly  fubllantial  men,  bur- 
geffes  of  Newcallle,  be  appointed  to  view  the  river, 
every  week,  and  to  make  oath,  for  the  abufes  and 
wrongs,  done  unto  the  fame,  two  to  be  mailers  of 
the  trinity-houfe,  of  that  town ;  they  to  have  no 
coals,  nor  mines,  nor  ballafl-fhores,  and  to  be 
appointed  by  the  commiffioners.  See  chap.  39-  (35O 

17.  That  every  owner  of  ground,  adjoyning  on 
that  river,  be  ordered  to  fence  the  fame  grounds,  to 
prevent  the  banks  from  falling,  and  wafhing  into 
the  river,  with  the  great  floods,  flafiies,  and  rains, 
to  the  great  annoyance  thereof.    See  chap.  49.  (e). 

18.  That  the  commiffioners,  namely,  the  mayor, 
and  others  named  before,  do  give  unto  the  mailers, 
Ikippers  of  keels,  a  commiffion,  to  be  a  company, 
for  the  ordering  fuch  their  brotherhood,  and  for 
them  to  punifli  fuch,  as  call  ballafl  into  the  river, 
or  doth  other  wrong,  out  of  their  keels,  they  hav- 
ing been  a  company  formerly,  confifling  of  one 
hundred  and  fixty,  which  was  for  the  good  of  the 
river;  that  the  two  great  pools  of  water,  lying  on 
the  back  of  a  ballaft-ihore,  be  forthwith  filled  up, 
to  prevent  undermining  of  the  Ihore,  to  the  hazard 
of  the  river,  if  the  wall,  and  ballafl  fall  down. 

G  3  10.  That 
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19.  That  all  the  ballaft  fliores,  in  the  river  of 
Tyne,  be  conllantly  kept  in  good  repair,  otherwife, 
a  hundred  thoufand  tons  of  ballaft,  will  fall  into  the 
river,  to  the  deftrutlion  thereof  See  chap.  34. 

20.  That  no  fhip  or  veflel  be  fuffered  to  load  at 
Shields,  or  any  road-ftead  in  the  river,  but  as  neer 
the  town  of  Nev/caftle,  as  can  be,  for  when  they  load 
in  remote  places,  the  wrongs  cannot  be  fo  foon  feen. 
See  chap.  19.  (h),  24.  (e). 

21.  That  the  commiffioners  do  take  good  bonds, 
from  the  owners  of  fuch  fliores,  as  Ihall  be  built,  to 
lay  coals  on  for  fhips,  and  fhall  take  view  of  fuch  pla- 

*Thefe  arti-  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^^^  *^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^'^^^  river,*  either  by 
clesaieallvoid  Calling  ballaft  on  them,  indiiedly,  or  to  fuffer  them  to 
notwithilaiid-  go  to  decay,  after  there  is  no  ufe  made  of  them,  and 
iiigitisallthe  to  keep  the  ballaft,  from  wafhing  into  the  river.  See 

can  claim.  '^'  O''  oD* 

Thefc  were  prefent  in  council,  that  granted  thefe 

articles. 


LORD  ARCHBISHOP  OF 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD   CHANCELLOR, 
LORD   TREASURER, 
LORD   STEWARD, 
LORD  ARR.UNDEL, 
LORD   CHAMBERLAIN, 
LORD  ADMIRAL, 
EARLE   BUCKINGHAM, 
LORD   BISHOP    OF   ELY, 


LORD  ZOUCH, 
LORD  CAREW, 
MR.    COMPTROLER,  . 

MR.   VICE-CHAMBERLAIN 
MR.   SEC.    WINDWOOD, 
MR.   SECRETARY    LAKE, 
MR.   CHANCELLOR 
EXCHEQUER, 
MR.    OF   THE   ROLLS, 
MR.   ATTORNEY     GENERAL. 


All  thefe  articles  are  broke,  except  the  fifths  for  cut- 
ting purfes,  and  the  ninth  article,  in  ftopping  up  the 
tv/o  pools,  &c.  Read  the  following  order,  &c. 

The  council  table  ordered,  that  Leonard  Car,  and 
Cuthbert  Beuwick,  two  of  the  commiffioners  which 
attend  this  bufmelfe,  be  allowed  their  charges,  for  their 
pains  and  attendance,  and  likewife  this  board  might 
be  the  better  aflured,  with  what  care  and  diligence 
thefe  directions  are  purfued,  that  the  commiffioners, 

do 
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do  every  quarter  certifie,  of  the  proceedings  herein, 
that  further  order  might  be  taken,  upon  any  defect 
that  might  happen,  and  as  Ihail  be  found  expedient. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

An  order  to  fc'izc  all  Newcajlles  liberties^  Ijfc. 

UPON  an  order,  now  taken,  concerning  the  river 
of  Tyne,  and  divers  articles,  conceived  fit  by 
the  board,  for  the  preventing  of  fuch  diforders,  and 
abufes,  as  are  done,  and  committed,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  faid  river,  it  is  thought  fit,  and  fo  ordered, 
for  the  better  obfervancy  of  the  faid  articles,  and  the 
more  carefull  endeavours  of  the  mayor,  and  alder- 
men, of  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  for  the  reformation, 
and  amendment,  of  fuch  things,  as  are  hurtful!  and 
prejudicial  to  fo  fiimous  a  river,  which  have  been 
flighted  and  neglected,  beyond  that,  which  any  way 
may  be  reafonably  thought  of,  in  a  matter  of  fo  great 
importance. 

That  upon  the  firft  juft  complaint,  renewed  to  this 
board,  in  that  kind,  his  majefties  attorney  general  be 
hereby  authorifed,  without  further  queflion,  or  war- 
rant, to  direft  fome  courfe,  for  the  feizing  of  all  the 
liberties  of  that  town,  into  the  kings  hand  ;  of  which 
their  lordfhips  pleafure  and  refolution,  is,  that  fuch 
aldermen,  and  others  of  that  town,  as  are  now  here 
attending  that  bufineffe,  were  by  the  board  required, 
hereby  to  take  notice.  Given  at  our  court,  at  White- 
hall, this  i6.  of  February,  i6i6.  See  chap.  19^  (a), 
24.  (a),  25.  (a),  26.  (a),  28.  (a),  34.  (a),  ^S'  {^'^)' 

There 
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There  were  thefe  prefent  in  council. 


LORD   ARCHBISHOP  OF 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD   CHAMBERLAIN, 
LORD   ARRUNDEL, 
LORD  VIC.   WALLINGFORD, 
LORD  STEWARD, 
LORD  BISHOP    OF   ELY, 
LORD  ZOUCHj 


MR. COMPTROLER, 
MR.  VIC-  CHAMBERLAIN, 
MR.  SEC.   WINDVVOOD, 
MR.   SEC.   LAKE, 
MR.   CHANCELLOR 

EXCHEQJJER, 
MASTER    CF   THE  ROLLS, 
MR.   ATTORNEY    GENERAL. 


It  is  conceived  a  writ  of  feizure,  lyes  in  this  cafe, 
by  reafon  of  the  many  grievous  complaints,  exhibit- 
ed for  their  exorbitant  abufes,  committed  againll  the 
weal  of  the  nation,  in  that  river,  in  the  fpoyl  thereof, 
as  appears,  and  in  not  putting  all  thofe  articles  in 
execution,  for  prefervation  thereof,  &c. 

In  Michcielmas,  1643,  '^^  ^^^  prefence  of  Mr.  Juftice 
Snape,  fteward  of  the  liberties  of  St.  Katherines, 
London,  the  lord  chief  juftice,  St.  John,  did  direct 
to  feize  St.  Katherines  liberties,  for  not  yeelding 
obedience,  to  a  writ  of  the  common  bench,  executed 
in  St.  Katherines,  and  the  attorney  that  gave  the  ad- 
vice was  committed.     (A  good  precedent.) 


C  H  A  P.     XIV. 

A  retur?},  by  the  commifjlcners  of  Nezuca/ile,  in  the  duc 
execution  of  their  power,  ^c. 

(a)'^'|~^HE  commiffioners,  for  confervency  of  the 
i  river  of  lyne,  at  Newcaflle,  lelurns  their 
quarterly  account,  of  their  diligent  care,  in  the  due 
execution,  of  the  two  and  twenty  articles,  afore-men- 
tioned, unto  the  council  table,  by  Mr.  Leon.  Car, 

and 
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and  Mr.  Buev/ick,  with  order  to  petition  the  council, 
for  ail  explanation,  upon  fome  ot  the  faid  two  and 
twenty  articles,  and  for  further  power,  forthepre- 
fervation  of  the  faid  river,  efpecially  upon  the  one  and 
twentieth  article,  to  whom  the  bonds  Ihould  be  made. 
I[  was  ordered  to  the  mayor,  for  the  time  being,  &cc. 

(b)  Alio  prayed  refolution,  who  (hould  repair  and 
maintain  the  ballaft  fhoars,  and  coal-wharf,  as  is  ex- 
preft  in  the  nineteenth  article.  Ordered,  that  as  well 
the  owner  as  the  tenant,  be  bound  to  fuch  reparation, 
during  the  time  ufe  was  made  thereof,  and  onely  the 
owners  afterwards. 

They  alfo  humbly  craved  their  refolutions  of  the 
fixth  article,  and  twelfth  article,  who  fhould  be  at 
the  charge  of  cleanfing  the  river,  of  the  ballad;,  and 
pay  the  watchmen,  &c.  It  is  ordered,  that  the  town- 
chamber,  defray  both  the  one,  and  the  other,  by  rea- 
fon,  they  receive  the  profits  of  the  river,  &c.  See 
chap.  12.  (6),  chap.  34.  39.  49. 

(c)  They  alfo  praved  the  refolution  of  the  eighth 
article,  for  the  punifiiing  of  mafters  of  (hips.  It 
was  ordered,  that  the  commiflioners  fliould  take 
bond,  with  fufficient  fureties,  to  appear  before  the 
council,  to  anfw-er  their  contempt,  and  to  fuch  as 
refufe  to  give  bond,  then  the  commiflioners,  to  com- 
mit them  to  prifon,  till  they  give  fureties,  to  anfwer 
at  London,  &c.     See  chap.  41.  (c). 

Ordered,  that  the  commiilioners  fliall  have  power, 
for  ordering  the  wharf,  and  new  flioars,  in  every 
place,  in  that  river,  after  they  are  once  erected,  as 
well  for  the  ftrengthning  as  backing  of  them,  with 
ballaft,  as  with  other  earth.     See  chap.  j8.  (f). 

(f)  That  the  commifrioners,  there  at  lealf,  fhall 
fubfcribe  every  ticket,  and  theiTiayor,  for  the  carrying 
up  of  every  keel  of  bailalt,  from  the  fliips  at  Shields, 
to  Nevvcaftle  ballaif  fhoars,  for  the  more  faithfull  ex- 
ecution of  that  fervice.     See  chap.  49.  (g). 

(f)  Ordered,  that  the  commiflioners  fhall  have 
power,  to  order  and  determine,  of  fuch  rewards,  as 

fhall 
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Ihall  be  given,  to  every  wherry-man,  or  fiflierman, 
or  other,  that  ihall  truly  prefent  any  offence,  or  offen- 
ders, againfl  any  of  the  articles  prefcribed,  to  be  ta- 
ken out  of  fuch  fines,  mulcts  and  amerciaments,  as 
ihall  be  impofed  upon  any  the  delinquents,  againft 
the  faid  articles.     See  chap.  39.  (a). 

(g)  Ordered,  that  the  commiflioners  Ihall  have 
power,  to  caufe  the  ballaft,  already  become  noyfome, 
or  in  any  part  of  the  river,  or  like  to  do  hurt,  from 
the  land,  to  be  removed  to  a  new  wharf,  or  fit  place. 
See  chap.  34.  (a),  35.  (a.b.). 


CHAP.     XV. 

ING  James,  on  the  14.  of  April,  in  the 
feventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  grants  unto 
Alexander  Stevenfon,  Efq.  and  his  affigns,  for  fifty 
years,  the  whole  caflle  of  Newcaflle,  with  all  ap- 
purtenances thereunto,  any  way  belonging,  at  the 
rent  of  forty  fhillings,  per  annum,  except  the  prifon, 
wherein  is  kept  the  fons  of  Belial,  it  being  the 
county  prifon,  for  Northumberland  ;  the  faid  Mr. 
Stevenfon  dyed,  and  left  Mr.  Auditor  Darel,  his 
executor,  and  left  him  that  leafe,  it  being  all  he 
was  like  to  have,  towards  the  payment  of  the 
faid  Mr.  Stevenfons  debts,  which  was  due  to  the 
faid  executor,  and  others,  amounting  in  the  prin- 
ciple, to  two  thoufand  and  five  hundred  pound,  be- 
lides  damages,  which  amounted  to  as  much  more, 
who  is  kept  from  his  right,  by  the  inftigation  of  the 
mayor  and  burgeffes,  upon  an  inquifition  taken,  the 
18.  of  Auguft,  in  the  18.  year  of  king  James,  at 
Newcaflle.  It  was  found  to  be  in  Stevenfon.  and 
now  in  his  executors.  The  faid  Stevenfon  dyed  in  Oc- 
tober, 1640,  they  claimizig  a  right  from  one  widow 

Langfton, 
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Langfton,  rellcl  to  one  John  Langfton,  groom,  porter, 
&c.  but  that  title,  the  law  will  quickly  decide,  upon 
a  legal  trial  ;  but  the  county  of  Northumberland 
hath  the  reverfion,  who  is  kept,  from  having  a  free 
paffage  to  the  ailizes,  by  the  mayor  and  burgefles, 
who  fhuts  up  the  gates,  which  is  the  right  pairage, 
and  at  fuch  gates,  which, be  open,  the  people  of  Nor- 
thumberland, coming  to  do  their  fervice,  at  the  affi- 
zes,  holden  for  that  county,  in  that  caftlc,  are  arret- 
ed, and  call  into  piifon,  by  Newcaflle,  where  none 
can  bail  them,  but  burgefles  of  Newcaflle,  and  often 
thereby,  fuch  people,  have  their  caufe  overthrown, 
by  fuch  reflrainment. 

In  eafter  term,  in  the  i8.  year  of  king  James,  fir 
Henry  Yelverton,  kt.  attorney  general,  exhibited 
an  information,  againfl:  the  mayor  and  burgefles, 
concerning  the  premifes  above  mentioned,  where 
all  plainly  appears,  amongfl:  other  things  of  the 
town,  not  to  belong  to  them,  &c. 


C  H  A  P.     XVI. 

(a)TN  or  about  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  James, 
X  an  information  was  exhibited,  in  the  Star 
Chamber,  by  the  attorney  general,  againfl  the  niay- 
or,  and  burgefTes  of  Newcaflle,  by  the  name  of  hofr- 
men,  for  that  they,  having  the  preemption  of  coals, 
from  the  inheritors  in  Northumberland,  and  county 
of  Durham,  by  their  charter  of  free-hoafl-men,  42. 
queen  Elizabeth,*  they  having  the  fale  of  all  coals, 
who  force  ftiips  to  take  bad  coals,  or  will  not  load 
them,  with  unmarketable  coals,  being  brought  for 
London,  prove  much  to  the  damage  of  the  people. 
Which  grief  begot  great  fuits,  between  the  m-er- 
chants,  and  maflers  of  ihips,  to  their  difquieting  and 
high   charge,    upon  which,    this    information  was 

H  brought 
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brought  againft  the  faid  hoafl-men,  for  felling  of  bad 
and  unmerchantable  coals,  and  much  flate  amongfl 
them;  for  which  they  were  all  fined,  fome  locl, 
a  peece,  fome  more,  others  lefs;  being  found  guilty, 
and  ordered  to  do  fo  no  more ;  but  it  is  proved,  they 
continue  the  fame,  to  this  day.    See  chap.  43,  (a.). 


CHAP.     XVII. 

(a)'F7'  ING  James,  upon  the  28th.  of  January,  in 
1^  the  16.  year  of  his  reign,  grants  the  ad- 
miralty, of  all  England,  &c.  to  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, it  being  furrendred  by  the  lord  high  ad- 
miral, fo  that  the  title  of  Newcaflle,  by  vertue  of 
the  charter,  of  the  31.  year  of  queen  Elizabeths 
reign,  is  conceived  of  little  force.  See  chap.  1  o.  (b). 


CHAP.     XVIII. 
KING    CHARLES 

HIS  ORDERS.    - 

(a.)OIR  Robert  Heath,  lord  chief  juftice  of 
V^  the  common  pleas,  was  building  a  ballaft 
wharf,  or  {hoar,  on  his  own  land,  at  Shields,  ad- 
joyning  upon  the  river  of  Tyne,  feven  miles  from 
Newcaftle ;  but  the  commiffioners  of  Newcaftle, 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  with  others,  obflruded 
the  building  thereof,  pretending  it  would  fpoil  the 
river;  but  the  lord  chief  juftice,  well  knowing  it  to 
the  contrary,  by  the  advice  of  moll  of  the  antient 

trinity 
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trinity  maflers,  of  London,  and  other  experienced 
traders  thither,  went  on  with  the  building  thereof, 
upon  which,  in  the  year  1632,  the  faid  mayor,  and 
other  commiffioners,  exhibited  a  complaint,  to  the 
kin^  and  council,  againft  the  fame,  at  Whitehall, 
complaining,  that,  if  any  ballaft  flioars,  or  wharfs, 
were  built,  at  Shields,  it  would  much  fpoii  the  river, 
and  hinder  trade  and  navigation;  at  which  there  was 
a  leeal  tryal.  It  appeared  to  the  contrary.  The  king 
and  council,  upon  the  13th.  day  of  July,  1632,  or- 
dered,  that  Sir  Robert  Heaths  ballaft  Ihoar,  ihould 

be  built.  .  _  - 

(d)    In  February    next,    the   commiflioners    ot 
Nevvcaftle,    complained  again,  upon  the  fame  bu- 
fmefs,  by  pleading  fome  new  matter,  in  their  peti- 
tion '  and   the  reference  they   obtained,    on  their 
petition,  was   ordered,  by  the   king  and  council, 
this    13th.    of  February^    1632,    that   fir    Robert 
Heaths  ballaft  ftioar  Ihould  be   built.     The  com- 
miflioners aforefaid,  put  in  the  third  petition,  not 
doubting,  but  that  by  fuch  new  matter,  they  iliould 
prevent  the  building  of  the  faid  flioar.    Ordered,  by 
the  king  and  council,  the  27.  Feb.  1632,  that  fir 
Robert   Heaths    ballaft    flioar,  wharf,   or  key.    a 
building,  Ihaii  be  built,  go  forward,  and  be  quite 
finilhed.    See  chap.  13.  (a),  19.  (a),  20.  (g),  34. 

(A.B.). 


CHAP.     XIX. 

THE  mayor  and  burgeffes  exhibited  another 
great  complaint,  to  the  king  and  council, 
wherein  nine  feveral  abfurdities  appeared,  by  capt. 
Crofter,    and  efpecially    againft    ftr   Rob.   Heaths 

<^^^'  ""^  H  2  A^ 
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At  the  court,  at  Greenwich,  the  i.  of  June,  1634, 
KING  CHARLES, 


LORD   ARCHBISHOP  OF 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD   KEEPER, 
LORD  ARCHBISHOP   OF 

YORK, 
LORD  TREASURER, 
LORD    PRIVY-SEAL, 
LORD  DUKE  OF  LENOX, 
LORD    MARQUIS    HAMBLE- 

TON, 


LORD  CHAMBERLAIN, 
EARL   OF  DORSET, 
EARL  OF  PRIDGEWATER, 
LORD    VI.    WlMBLETpN, 
LORD  NEWBROUGK, 
MR.  TREASURER. 
MR.  COMPTROLER,, 
MR.  VICE  CHAMBERLAIN, 
MR.   SEC.  WINDWOOD, 
MR.  SEC.   COOK. 


Upon  confideration,  this  day  had,  at  the  board, 
his  majefty  being  prefent  in  council,  of  a  complaint 
made,  by  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaille, 
againft  the  ballaft-fhoars,  lately  built,  by  the  faid 
fir  Robert  Heath,  at  Shields,  upon  the  river  of 
Tyne,  pretending  the  fame  to  be  a  great  prejudice, 
of  the  fhipping  and  navigation,  and  to  th^  annoy- 
ance, and  damage  of  the  faid  river,  the  care  and 
confideration  thereof,  was,  by  his  majefty,  efpecially 
intrufted  unto  them,  (e)  and  upon  hearing  the 
allegation,  on  both  fides,  with  their  learned  council, 
ill  the  law,  it  was  thought  fit,  and  ordered,  that 
the  faid  fhoar  fhould  be  finifhed,  and  backed  with 
ballaft,  to  make  it  fit  for  the  fait  works,  which  for 
his  majefties  fervice,  are  begun,  and  intended  to  be 
performed,  (g). 

In  the  firft  place,  that  the  feamen  fhould  have 
liberty,  freely  to  caft  their  ballaft  there,  (h)  with- 
out interruption,  if  they  find  convenient,  none  being 
compelled  to  it,  or  hindred  from  it.  That  neither 
thofe  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  nor  free  hoaft-men 
(i)  (which  fell  all  coals)  do  hinder  the  fame,  in- 
directly, by  denying,  or  unneceffary  denying,  to 
carry  down  coals,  in  keels,  or  lighters,  to  the  fliips, 
v/hich  /hall  caft  their  ballaft,  at  that  flioar,  to  the 

end, 
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end,  this  fhoar,  which  may  be  for  the  fafety,  and  in- 
couragement,  of  navigation  and  (hipping,  may  be 
fo  ufed,  as  the  fame,  may  neither  be  prejudicial  to 
the  town,  in  diverting  or  withdrawing  of  trade,  nor 
to  his  majefty,  in  his  cuftoms  or  duty,  nor  hurtful 
to  the  faid  river. 

His  majefty  will  refer  the  ordering  hereof,  to 
himielf,  as  well  in  the  particulars  aforefaid,  as  in  all 
other  things,  thereunto  appertaining,  in  fuch  fort, 
as  both  the  town  and  feamen,  fhall  find,  his  majellies 
regall  care  over  them.  Sic  fubfcripftt  ex,  majejl. 
See  12,  chap.  3.  18.  (d.f),  23.  (a),  42.  (e). 

It  is  conceived,  orders  are  no  laws,  and  the  latter 
order,  which  contradicts  the  former,  voids  it;  fo 
by  this  of  king  Charles,  voids  king  James's  for  the 
power  of  the  river,  in  chap.  1 2.  (i). 


CHAP.    XX. 

Jarroiv  SUke\  l^c, 

(a)/^N  the  4th.  of  December,  1634,  certain 
V_^  lands,  and  waftes  were  difcovered,  to  the 
late  kings  commiffioners,  at  the  commiflion-houfe, 
in  fieet-ftreet,  as  belonging  to  the  crown,  concealed, 
efpecially,  a  parcel  of  land,  or  wafte,  in  the  river  of 
Tyne,  called  Jarrow-flike,  at  South-Shields,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  which  the  water,  at  a  full  fea, 
covers  every  tide,  and  is  by  eftimation,  300  acres, 
a  fit  and  convenient  place,  for  Ihips  to  call  ballaft 
at,  for  many  years  to  come,  without  any  prejudice 
to  the  river,  and  great  furtherance  of  trade.  See 
chap.  <,(i,  chap.  34.  (a.b.). 

I'he  mayor  and  burgelfes  of  Newcaftle,  hearing 
thereof,  put  in  their  claim,  to  the  faid  commiffioners, 

iind 


I-I  JARROW-SLTKE  SOLD   BY    KING   JAMES. 

aad  alledpjed,  that  all  that  ground  belonged  to 
them,  with  all  other  grounds,  to  a  low  water  mark, 
from  the  full  fea-mark,  on  both  fides  the  river, 
from  a  place  called  Sparhawke,  in  the  fea,  to  Head- 
wyn-ftreams,  which  is  feven  miles  above  Newcaftle^, 
being  iourteen  miles  in  length,  granted  to  them, 
and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  frorh  king  John  by  charter^ 
and  confirmed  by  his  fuccefTors ;  and  therefore 
befeeched  time,  to  make  it  fo  appear.  (There  being 
ivofucb  thing  granted,  could  never  make  it  appear.) 
A  long  time  was  given  them,  but  nothing  appeared.^ 
as  truth  of  any  fuch  grant,  and  two  yeais  after,  upon 
the  firft  day  of  July,  1637,  they  inftead  of  wearying 
out  the  commiffioners^  and  gentlemen,  that  dif- 
covered  the  lame,  was,  called  to  make  good  their 
claim.  1  hen  they  became  petitioners  to  the  kings 
commiffioners,  that  they  would  be  pleafed,  to  fell 
that  parcel  of  wafle  ground,  called  Jarrow-flike,  to 
them,  and  to  admit  them  to  purchafe  the  fame,  for 
which  they  would  give  two  hundred  pounds,  by 
reafon,  it  lay  more  convenient  for  them,  then  any 
elfe  but  they  would  give  no  more  money  for  it. 
See  chap.  18.  (a.b).   See  chap.  2. 

Upon  which,  one  Mr.  Thomas  Talbot,  and  Mr. 
Richard  Allen,  of  London,  gave  four  hundred  pound, 
and  got  it.  The  king  upon  the  27.  of  November, 
16,375  by  his  letters  pattents,  under  the  great  feal 
of  England-  confirmed  the  fame  Jarrow-flike,  and 
waft:e  ground,  upon  the  faid  Talbot  and  Allen,  and, 
their  heirs,  for  ever  ;  they  paying  in  to  the  exchequer 
five  pound  per  annum,  as  a  fee-farm  rent-,  which  laid 
ground,  is^  in  conteft,  between  the  faid  Gentlemen, 
and  fir  Henry  Vane. 

Tf  this  ground,  to  a  full  fea-mark,  were  really  th* 
corporation  of  Newcaflles,  it  would  have  fo- appeared 
in  the  charter,  granted  by  king  J-ohn,  and  alfo^  they 
then,  might  have  ma,de  good  their  claim,  and  not  ta 
have  become  petitioners,  to  purchafe  tbe  thing,  which 
was  their  own  before  j  even  as  they  do  in  this,  fb  in 
Other  things, 
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Alfo,  if  all  ground  be  theirs,  from  a  full  fea-mark, 
\vliy  were,  they  tenants  to  the  late  dean,  and  chapters, 
of  Durham,  of  certain  baliaft  (hores,  built  to  the  low 
"water-mark,  on  which  all  ballail  is  cait. 

And  if  all  ground  were  Nevv^caflles,  from  a  full 
fea-mark,  why  ihould  Mr.  Bonner,  &c.  buy  the  lady 
Gibs  ground,  and  build  a  ballaft-lhoar,  to  a  low  wa- 
ter-mark, and  wrong  the  town  of  their  right ;  and 
why  Ihould  not  Gates-head,  and  both  the  Shields, 
which  are  built  to  a  low  water-mark,  pay  Newcaille 
tent,  &c.  See  chap.  i8.  (b),  34.  (a.b.). 


CHAP.     XXL 

(a)"P^ING  Charles,  in  Auguft,  in  the  13.  year 
J^  of  his  reign,  created  a  new  corporation,  of 
free  hoft-men,  in  Newcaftle,  (called  in  englifb,  coale- 
engroffers)  and  grants  a  leafe,  to  fir  Thomas  Tempeft, 
knight,  with  others,  for  the  felling  of  all  coals,  export- 
ed out  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  and  to  receive  elev'en  ihil« 
lings  and  four  pence, per  chaldron,  cuitome,  and  twelve 
fhiilings,  from  all  ftrangers.  which  fliall  be  tranfport- 
ed  over  fea,  and  to  have   two   pence,  per  chaldron, 
towards  their  .charge,  and  power  to  feize  of  all  coals, 
fold  by  the  owners  of  fuch   coals,  fold  ;  in  which 
leafe,  it  is  ordered,  that  if  mafters  of  fhips  have  not 
their  due  meafure,  at  one  and  twenty  bouls,  tp  the 
chaldron,  then  upon  information  given,  the  one  half 
of  fuch    coals,   and  keels,   to  be  forfeited  to  fUch 
mafter,  and  the  meafures  to  be  looked  after,  by  fworn 
commiffioners^  and  that  this  leafe  (monopoly)  to-cbn-' 
tinue,  for  one  and  twenty  years,  from  January,  thtii-     . 
laft  pad,  and  that  nothing  be  done  or  aded,  by  pre-  ^j  thU^eafeil 
tence,  or  colour  of  this  leafe,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ^^jj^  v>otli  by 
king.  See  chap.  1 1.  (p.),  8.  (a.).  See  ftat.  21.  king  law,  Sec- 
James  3.     See.chap.  46.  (b.). 
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If  any  fuch  prejudice  the  people,  the  king  is  aUb 
prejudiced  here,  the  people  cannot  fell  their  own 
coals,  &c.  which  is  a  prejudice.     See  his  oath,  chap. 

59'  (a.)- 


CHAP.     XXII. 

(a)TT  ING  Charles,  iti  Jane  following,  in  the 
1^^  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  incorporates 
another  company  of  coal  buyers,  namely  Mr.  Iho. 
Horth,  and  other  mafters  of  (hips,  to  buy  all  coals, 
exported  out  of  the  ports  of  Sunderland,  the  river  of 
Tyne,  Newcaftle,  Blith,  and  Barwick,  paying  to  the 
king,  one  (hilling,  per  chaldron,  cuflome,  and  to  fell 
them  again,  to  the  city  of  London,  not  exceeding 
feventeen  (hillings  the  chaldron,  in  the  fummer,  and 
nineteen  (hillings  the  chaldron^  all  the  winter ;  pro- 
vided they  had  a  free  market,  and  a  juft  meafure,  at 
Newcaftle,  &c.  which  they  were  debarred  of,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  foregoing  leafe,  granted  to  fir  Thoma?^ 
Temped.     See  chap.  ii.  (p). 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

(a)|T"ING  Charles,  in  July  following,  grants 
J\^  another  pattent,  to  Mr.  Sands,  with  others, 
for  the  farming  of  the  cuftomes,  of  one  (hilling,  afore- 
faid,  upon  every  chaldron,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds.  By  this,  you  may  fee,  no  fmall 
quantity  iffucs  out,  -Sec.     See  chap.  1 1 .  (b). 

But  there  are  fome  other  gentlemen,  which  hath 
this  benefitial  leafe  at  prefent,  namely  fir  John  Tre. 

vor 
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vor,  with  otliers,  who  payes  (,is  I  hear)  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  pound,  per  annum,  (having  foine 
yeers  vet  to  come  in  the  pattenr).  I  wilh  the  poor  had 
it  after  thtm,  at  the  rent  of  five  thoufand  pounds,  per 
annum.  And  it  is  the  judgement  of  wilii  men,  that 
thofe  gentlemen,  are  wanting  of  many  hundreds  of 
pounds,  per  annum,  which  might  be  made,  as  well 
as  the  former,  &c. 
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C  H  A  P.     XXI \^ 

Die  Jovis,  Oaob.  8.    1646. 

By  the  coiiuniitee  of  lords  and  commons^  for  the  admU 
ralty^  and  ciUqite  ports,  ^c. 

"^^  THERE  AS,  the  committee  hath  been  peti- 
%/^  tioned,  by  Barbery  Hilton,  widow,  on  the 
behalf  of  herfelf,  and  divers  mailers  of  fliips,  trading 
to  Newcaille,  whole  nauies  are  here  fubfciibed,  to 
the  laid  petition,  that  the  petitioners  may  receive  the 
benefit,  of  loading,  and  unloading,  at  the  ballad- 
wharf,  erefted  at  Shields-  about  leven  miles  from 
NewcalUe,  as  tending  to  the  good,  and  prefervatioii 
of  (hipping,  &c.  for  that  by  reafon,  the  river  is  wreck- 
ed up,  with  fands,  and  funl:  Ihips,  that  fhipr.  of  great 
burdens  cannot  paiTe  up,  without  hazard,  und  danger 
of  lofmg,  which  liberty,  as  by  their  petition  is  'iet 
forth,  they  enjoyed  for  fixteen  yeers  pad,  untiil  of 
late,  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  NcwcaPde,  have 
enforced  them  to  come  up,  to  their  own  fhoars. 

Now,  lor  as  much  as  this  matter,  as  it  is  repre- 
fented  unto  the  committee,  may  tend  much  to  the 
fecurity  of  Ihips,  the  advancement  of  navigation, 
and  encouragement  of  trade,  (e). 

I  It 
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It  is  ordered  therefore,  that  the  petitioners  Ihall 
be  at  liberty,  to  load  and  unload,  at  the  Shields,  as  is 
defired,  and  directed,  imtili  other  order,  in  that 
behalf  be  given. 

And  if  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaille,  and  fuch 
others,  as  is  therein  concerned,  fnall  hereafter 
defire,  to  offer  reafons  to  the  contrary,  this  com- 
mittee will  be  ready  to  hear  them,  and  to  do 
therein,  what  lliall  (land  v/ith  jultice.  See  chap.  19. 
(g.h.i). 


WARWICK, 
ALEX.   BENCE, 
SALISBURY, 
JO.  ROLL, 


ESq_.   BENCE, 
ED.   PRIDEAUX, 
GILES  GREEN. 


It  is  conceived,  this  order  voids  king  James  orders, 
for  prefervation  of  the  river,  in  the  two  and 
twenty  articles,  and  confirms  king  Charles,  &c. 
See  chap.  ig. 


CHAP.     XXV. 


At  the  council  for  trade,  at  Whlie-hally  Sept,  26  s 
1651. 

(a)TN  purfuance  of  a  reference  of  the  council  o£ 
X  ftate,  of  the  8.  of  Feb.  1650.  to  take  into 
confideration,  the  petition  of  fome  captains  and 
mailers  of  fliips,  with  others  trading  to  Newcaille, 
with  a  paper  of  their  grievances,  annexed  to  the 
fame,  fetting  forth,  &c.  See  12.  chap,  the  19.  and 
24,  chap. 

(b)  That 
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(b)  That  In  cafe  of  any  difafter  to  (liips,  after 
extremity  of  weather,  or  otherwife,  though  in 
<;reat  diitrelTe.     See  chap.  29.  (c),  30.  (a.d.s),  33. 

(A). 

(c)  Are  debarred  to  take  the  affiftance,  and  help 
of  any   other   neighbouring   fliip-wrights,  and    car- 
penters of  their  own  hired  fervants,  who  they  have  ' 
entertained  in  their  fliips,  for  their  fhip-carpenters. 
See  chap.  2>^.  (a),  38.  (c), 

(d)  But  are  conilrained,  either  to  carry  their 
fhips,  to  Newcaille,  or  to  remain  there  in  peril,  till 
one  be  fent  for,  or  procured  from  Newcaflle,  who 
will  not  come  upon  reafonable  terms.     See  chap.  30. 

(B),    38.    (a.b). 

(e)  Complaining  alfo,  that  the  town  will  not 
fuffer  them,  according  to  ancient  liberties,  and 
cultomes,  to  heave,  and  cafk  out  ballaft,  at  con- 
venient aud  fufficient  flioars,  where  they  may  do  it, 
without  endangering  their  fhips.  See  chap.  29.  (c), 
30.  (a),  32.  (d),  ^S'  (b),  41-  (a),  43-  (ij)'  44.  (a). 

(f)  Nor  to  load,  nor  unload,  where  they  may 
with  fafety  perform  it,  notwithftanding  fome  orders, 
heretofore,  to  that  end  obtained,  from  the  late  king, 
and  from  the  parliament  ;  but  are  mofl  injurioully 
forced,  to  carry  up  their  fhips,  to  Newcaflle,  through 
mofl  dangerous  parts  of  the  river,  by  reafon  of 
fands,  flielves,  and  divers*  funk  fhips,  in  the  way, 
with  other  particulars,  to  the  like  purpofe. 

(h)  The  council,  having  taken  the  fald  papers, 
into  confideratlon,  and  it  appearing,  that  the  fald  ^ 
town  of  Newcaflle,  however  they  juftifie  not  the 
hindring  of  any  mafler,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own 
hired  fliip-carpenter,  coming  along  with  him,  in  the 
faid  fhip,  do,  notwithflanding,  juftifie  the  hindring 
of  any  other  fliip-carpenter,  to  work  or  aflift  him,  if 
not  a  free-man  of  their  town,  and  do  claim  the  fole 
imployment  of  their  own  free  (hIp-wrights,  within 
the  whole  port,  of  the  faid  town.     See  chap.  12.  (i), 

I  2  29.  (c,;>3 
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29.     (c),    31.    (a),    34,    (c),    32.    (C.B.),    35'    (A.B.), 

38.  (a),  49-  (a),  50-.  (c). 

(r)  As  alfo  do  JLiilif.e  the  fole  eredion,  keeping, 
and  heaving,  of  all  the  ballall-fhoars,  within  the  faid 
port,  (k),  and  the  hindring  any  perfon,  to  load  or 
unload,  at  any  place  of  the  faid  port,  fave  at  the 
ii'.id  town,  or  as  near  it  as  conveniently  may  be, 

(l)  This  council,  having  further  received  the 
depofitions,  and  examinations,  of  feveral  mariners, 
and  raafters  of  fliips,  belonging  to  the  town  of  Nevi'- 
calUe,  and  others  alfo,  of  the  town  of  Ipfwich  ;  and 
having  alfo  advifed,  with  fome  maders  of  fhips, 
antient  and  experienced  traders,  fent  and  chofen, 
by  the  trinity-houfe,  of  London,  with  fome  others, 
do,  after  full  debate  had,  and  hearing,  at  divers 
meetings,  the  reafons  on  both  fides  alledged,  offer, 
feechap.  33,.  (a),  38.  (a.b),  56.  (a). 

(m)  That  the  faid  practice,  of  the  faid  town  of 
Newcaflle,  in  debarring  maflers  of  flilps,  to  make 
ufe,  within  the  river  of  Tyne,  of  what  fhip-car- 
penters  they  pleafe,  or  find  fittefl  for  their  own 
conveniency,  and  in  conflraining  them  to  ufe  onely 
the  free  fliip-wrights,  of  the  faid  town  of  Newcaflle, 
is  very  prejudicial  to  trade  and  navigation.  See  chap. 

33'  C^)'  38-  (a.b.c). 

(n)  That  it  hath  appeared  to  this  council,  not- 
withflanding  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  alledged, 
&:c.  that  through  the  winds,  rains,  and  other 
cafualties,  wafhing  down  the  ballafl  of  thofe,  that 
are  called  the  town  of  Newcafiles  fhoars,  having 
been  a  great  newfance,  and  prejudice,  to  the  river, 
find  in  the  higher  parts  thereof.  See  chap.  34.  (c), 
35'  (a.b). 

(o)  And  that  the  praQice  of  the  faid  town  of 
Newcaftle,  in  conflraining  the  faid  maflers  of  fhips,  to 
come  up  the  river,  and  to  heave  out  their  ballafl, 
at  the  town  fhoars  only,  (p),  and  hindring  them  to 
load  coals,  and  difcharge  their  ballad,  where  they 
inay  with  fafety  perform  it,  as  well  to  the  road-flead 

it 
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iifelf,  as  to  their  lliipping,  is  a  damage  and  incon- 
veiiiency  to  trade  and  navigation.  See  ch.  34.  (c), 
44.  (a),  41.  (a),  44.  (^:),  32.  (d),  43.  (d),  29.  (c), 

(O  1  ^  hinder  any  mips,  to  buy  or  take  ni,  at  any 
place  of  the  faid  port,  bread  and  beer,  for  their  own 
fpending,  and  viclualling,  is  alfo  a  very  great  hinder- 
ance,  to  trade  and  navigation.  See  chap.  48.  (a), 
49.  (c.d.g),  50.  (a),  51    (b),  44.  (j.),  29,  (a). 

(r)  That  uotwithftandiag,  for  the  better  regula- 
ting fuch  further  liberties,  as  fhall  be  granted  in  the 
granting  of  the  faid  provifions,  building  of  ballaft- 
ihoars,  defraying  the  charge,  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  river,  for  the  future,  be  intruded  into  faithful, 
able  mens  hands,  to  fee  the  fame  put  in  execution, 
as  to  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament,  fliall  be  thought 
fit,  ccc. 

John  JoriNSON,  clerk,  pro  tempore. 


C  H  A  P.     XXVI. 

A  judgement  at   the   common    law,    obtained  aga'inji 
Newca/ile,  Iffc. 

{aY  I  ^HOMAS  Cliff,  a  fliip-carpenter,  who  hath 
_|_  been  very  initrumental,  in  faving  many 
fhips  from  finking,  and  at  eafie  rates,  for  his  work- 
ing upon  a  Ihip,  in  the  fame  river  of  Tyne,  in  the 
year  1646,  had  got  a  fliip,  off  the  rocks,  with  the 
help  of  his  fervants.,  and  other  work-men,  for  which, 
the  mayor  and  burgeifes  of  Newcaftle,  fent  down 
fergeants,  with  other  burgefles,  to  the  town  of  North- 
Shields,  which  is  in  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
to  bring  the  faid  Cliff,  and  fervants,  to  their  prifon;  in 
which  fervice,  the  faid  fergeants  killed  his  wife,  brake 

his 
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his  daughters  aim,  and  led  his  fervants  to  prifon,* 
as  you  may  read,  chap.  36.  and  then  fued  the  faid 
Clifi,  by  an  englifh  bill,  in  the  exchequer,  and  held 
him  in  fait,  five  years  and  upwards,  the  fuit  being- 
commenced,  in  the  name  of  the  mayor  and  burgefl- 
esofNewcaftle,  complainants,  againft  Tho.  Cliff,  de- 
fendant. The  merchants  and  burge'fes,  of  that  cor- 
poration, came  in  as  witnefies,  in  their  own  caufe, 
as  you  may  find  upon  record,  in  the  exchequer, 
where  they  were  examined,  in  the  year  1649,  J^"- 
27.  by  vertue  of  a  commiffion,  &c.  alfo  they  were 
crofs  examined,  &c.  which  faid  fuit,  was  transferred 
to  the  common  law,  and  to  be  tryed  at  York  affizes, 
in  hillary,  1651.  The  verdift  went  for  the  defend- 
ant. Cliff;  which  faid  judgement  expreffes,  that  the 
mayor  and  burgeffes  ought  to  be  feverely  fined,  &c. 
for  their  unjuft  claim,  in  that  port  of  the  river  of 
Tyne,  and  fliall  pay  30I.  cofts,  &c.  which  faid  bill  h 
in  the  office  of  pleas,  in  Lincolns-Inn,  &c.  See  chap. 
19.  (c),  24.  (a),  25.  (a),  54.  28. 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

"To  the  fuprcam  authority,  the  farliamcrd  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  England, 

The  humble  ;;etition  of  Ralj^h    Gardner,   of  Northumber- 
land,  gcnr.   in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  many  otheis, 
whofe  tlefires  are  thereunto  annexed,    8cc. 

Sheweth, 
(a)'T~^HAT  many  great  complaints,  of  grievances 
JL  and  opprefiions,  prefented  to  the  council  of 
flate,  in  the  year  1 650,  in  w-ritings,  by  many  captains, 
and  mailers  of  (liips,  with  others,  againft  the  magif- 
trates  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  in  relation  to  tradci 
•■aid  navigation. 
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The  council  of  flate,  by  order,  transferred  the  fame 
to  be  examined,  by  the  council  for  trade,  and  after 
a  long-  debate,  at  feveral  times,  divers  witnelTes  were 
fvvorn,  and  counfel  had  on  both  fides. 

The  council  for  trade,  drew  up  a  report  thereup- 
on, to  prefentto  the  parliament,  conducing  much  to 
the  good  of  trade,  and  navigation,  which  faid  report 
hath  lyen  dormant,  ever  fince,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  commonwealth,  in  the  excelFive  prizes  of 
coales,  and  otherwife. 

Your  petitioner  humbly  prays,  that  thofe  reports 
and  papers,  may  be  called  for,  and  reviewed, 
and  thefe  annexed  defires  inferted,  to  do  there- 
in, as  to  your  wifedoms  and  juftice,  Ihall  feem 
meet, 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  fliall  pray,  &c. 
Ralph  Gardner. 
Henry  Ogle, 
29.  Sept.  1653. 

Gardners  defires  to  the  parliament, 

\J^y  I^HAT  North-Shields  be  made  a  market  town, 
1  it  being  feven  miles  from  NewcalUe,  and 
twelve  miles  from  any  market,  in  the  fame  county, 
which  would  relieve  the  garrilon  of  Tinmouth  caflle, 
the  inhabitants,  which  be  thoufands,  the  great  con- 
fluence of  people  reforting  thither,  the  great  fleets 
of  ihips  daily  riding  there  ;  would  further  them  to 
make  niany  more  voyages  in  the  year,  lave  boats  and 
mens  lives,  which  are  often  in  danger  of  being  call 
away,  in  flormy  weather*;  alfo,  by  which  means,  the 
people  Vv'ould  be  relieved  v/ith  proviiions,  dm-ing  the 
time  the  river  is  frozen,  and  half  in  half  cheaper, 
than  from  the  fecond  hand ;  befides  the  lofs  of  a 
dales  labour,  and  great  charge  to  the  poor,  in  going 
by  water,  in  boat-hire  ;  and  lave  the  life  of  many  a 
man  and  bead,  from  falling  into  coal-pits,  which  lies 
open,   after  the  coals  wrought  outj  being  covered 

with 


64  GARDNERS  DESIRES  TO  THE   PARLIAMENT. 

with  fnow,  &c.  See  chap.  29.  (a),  48.  (a),  49.  (b), 
50.  (a),  51.  (a). 

(c)  That  the  ma^^or  and  bnrgefies,  may  no  more 
imprifon  poor  artificers,  onely  for  working  upon  their 
trades,  in  or  about  the  river.  See  chap.  36.  (a),  38. 

(A.C). 

(d)  That  they  may  not  caft  men  into  prifon,  for 
faving  of  fhips  from  finking,  nor  keep  men  in  prifon, 
till  they  give  them  bond,  never  to  work  upon  their 
trade  again.   See  chap.  33.  (a)    q^6.  (a),  38.  (a). 

(e)  That  they  may  not  force  all  goods,  brought  in 
by  fea  for  the  fait  and  coal-works  ufe,  at  and  near 
the  Shields,  to  be  carryed  up  to  Newcaftle,  where 
there  is  no  ufe,  for  the  fame.     See  chap.  50. 

(F)That  the  coal  owners  of  Northumberland,  and 
county  of  Durham,  may  have  free  liberty,  to  fell  their 
own  coals  to  fhips,  and  not  to  be  inflaved,  by  the 
free  hoafl-men,  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle. 

(g)  That  any  perfon  may  have  liberty,  to  build 
fliips  and  velfels,  in  the  river  of  Tyne,  without  the 
moleftation  of  the  magiftrates,  of  the  town  of  New- 
caftle, for  the  increafe  of  trade  and  navigation. 

(h)  That  no  mafters  of  fliips  may  be  imprifoned, 
for  refufing  to  fwear  againil;  themfelves,  according  to 
the  praftice  of  the  Star-chamber,  it  being  a  great  dif- 
eouragement  to  trade,  and  difquieting  of  the  fpirits, 
of  many  confcientious  perfons,  &c.  See  chap.  39. 
(a),  49. 

(i)  That  all  unreafonable,  and  arbitrary  fines,  may 
be  mitigated,  as  fliall  be  agreeable  to  juftice,  and  e- 
quity.     See  chap.  41.  42.  (a). 

(k)  That  no  more  fliips  may  be  compelled,  up  the 
dangerous  river,  feven  miles,  whereas,  they  need  to 
go  but  one  mile  ;  never  any  coals,  being  to  be  h^^ad 
at  Newcaftle,  which  would  fave  many  fhips  from 
finking,  and  caufe  them  to  make  upwards  of  three 
voyages  in  the  year  more  than  they  do,  which  would 
caui'e,  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  chaldron  of 
coals  more  to  be  fold,  and  the  -exceflive   prices  to 

fall. 
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fall  under  twenty  fhilllngs  the  chalder,  all  the  year. 
See  chap.  29.  (c),  32.  (c),  31.  (a). 

(l)  That  the  trufl  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  be  put 
into  faithful!  commiflioners  hands,  the  mayor,  and 
aldermen,  and  Gommillioners  of  Newcaftle,  having 
betrayed  the  trufl:,  repofed  in  them,  for  confervancy 
thereof;  that  v/hereas  within  this  twenty  years, 
above  twenty  (liips,  of  the  burden  two  hundicd  tuns, 
rid  afloat,  in  mod  road-fleads,  in  the  faid  river, 
now,  not  above  four,  of  the  fame  burden,  at  low 
water.     See  chap.  i2c  (i),  34.  (c),  ;2^y  (a.b.). 

(m)  That  their  charters,  granted  to  their  corpo- 
ration, may  be  called  in,  and  viewed,  and  other 
grants  and  orders,  granted  by  king  James ;  and  v/hat 
is  found  ofFenlive  to  the  commonwealth,  may  be 
repealed  ;  as  it  now  (lands,  proves  dedrudive  to  the 
peoples  right.     September  29.  1653. 

Ail  which  are  prefented  to  your  honours,  to  do 
therein  as  God  fhall  direct  ydu,  for  the  good  of  his 
people. 

Ralph  Gardner. 

Tuefday,  Oclober  5,   1653. 

(n)T~^HE  petition  of  Ralph  Gardner,  of  Nor- 
X  thumberland,  gentleman,  in  the  behalf  of 
himfelf,  and  many  others,  v/hcfe  humble  defires  are 
thereunto  annexed,  being  this  day  read,  the  com- 
mittee conceives  it  proper,  for  the  committee  for 
trade,  and  therefore,  do  recommend  the  fame  to 
their  confidcration. 

AnthonV  Rous. 

At  the  comnuttee  for  irade  and  corporatlonSi  fiUhig  at 
Whitehall,   Oa.  18.    1653. 

(o)'^'T  THERE  AS  a  petition  hath  been  exhibited, 

VV     ^o   this  committee,  by   the  faid    Ralph 

Gardner,  of  Northumberland,    gentleman,    in  the 

behalf  of  himfelf,  and  many  others,  complaining  ot 

K  feveral 
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feveral  grievances,  they  fuflain,  by  the  corporation 
of  the  town  of  Newcafhle  ;  it  is  ordered,  that  the 
faid  petition,  and  complaint,  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  by  this  committee,  on  tuefday,  the  15. 
of  November,  next,  whereof  the  mayor  and  cor- 
poration of  Newcaftle,  aforefaid,  are  to  have  con- 
venient notice. 

Samuel  Warner. 

(p)  The  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  pe- 
titioned the  committee,  befeeching  their  honours, 
for  a  copy  of  the  petition,  and  paper  exhibited,  and 
to  grant  them  fourteen  dayes  time  longer,  to  make 
their  defence,  which  their  honours  granted,  but 
ordered  their  agents  to  attend,  the  15.  day  of  Nov. 
to  hear  the  witnefles,  on  the  commonwealths  behalf, 
examined,  and  to  receive,  what  further  fhould  be 
brought  in,  by  way  of  charge,  againft  the  corpora- 
tion, by  reafon,  a  great  trial  was  had  before  theif 
honours,  with  the  late  farmers  of  the  cuftomes, 
which  took  up  all  that  day ;  the  eighteenth  day  was 
appointed,  for  Newcaftles  bufmefle,  on  which  day, 
moft  of  the  witnefTes  were  examined,  upon  this 
following  charge,  and  proved  it,  in  prefence  of 
the  corporations  agent,  and  when  they  were  all 
difmlft  and  gone,  the  agent  defired  further  time, 
and  the  witneiTes  to  be  croiTe  examined,  to  which 
the  honourable  committee  replied,  that  further  time 
they  would  not  give,  in  a  matter  of  fo  high  con- 
cernment, and  it  was  too  late  to  crofle  examine  the 
witnefles,  he  not  defiring  it,  when  they  were  there, 
and  he  prefent,  but  granted  him  a  copy  of  the 
charge. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXVIII. 

The  heads  of  the  chargey  exhibited  by  Ralph  Gardner^ 
of  Northumberland,  gent,  to  the  committee  for 
trade  and  corporations^  againfl  the  mayor,  and 
burgeffes  ofNeivcaJlle,   i<^53' 

(a)'  I  ^HAT  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of Newcaftle 
X     upon  Tyne,  have,  and  do  imprifon  artifi- 
cers, only  for  their  working,    upon  their  lawfull 
trades.     (See  flat.  i.   1301.) 

(b)  That  they  do  force  mafters  of  fhips,  to  cut 
purfes,  in  their  open  court,  for  gain  to  themfelves, 
and  imprifons  them,  if  they  refufe.  See  flat.  8. 
Eliz.  4. 

(c)  That  they  force  all  maflers  of  fhips,  to  fwear 
againfl  themfelves,  and  notwithflanding  they  have 
fwore  the  truth,  others  are  called  in,  to  fwear  againfi: 
them,  which  is  for  a  fines  fake,  which  profit  accrues 
to  the  mayor,  burgeffes,  and  witneffe,  for  their 
own  ufe, 

(d)  That  they  do  impofe  arbitrary  fines,  fo  ex- 
ceffively,  that  without  payment,  is  committed  to 
prifon,  which  faid  maflers  are  there  detained,  till 
the  faid  fine  be  paid. 

(e)  That  they  have  robbed  people,  in  their  open 
markets,  and  in  paffmg  through  the  town,  of  their 
goods,  alledging  foreign  bought,  and  foreign  fold. 
All  people,  not  being  free  of  that  town,  arc  reputed 
foreigners. 

(f)  That  they  have  impvifoned  men,  for  faving 
ihips  from  finking,  and  detains  them  till  compound; 
whofe  poor  wives  and  children,  are  ready  to  flarve; 
alfo  keeps  them  in  prifon,  till  they  enter  into  bond, 
never  to  work  upon  their  trades  again. 

(g)  That  they  of  that  corporation,  have  taken  an 
oath  amongfl  themfelves,  not  to  work  with,  nor  im- 

K  2  ploy 
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ploy  any  un-freemen,  but  to  fupprelTe  all  fuch  from 
working,  in  that  corporation,  or  the  whole  river  of 
Tyne. 

(h)  That  they  do  imprifon  poor  mailers  of  fhips, 
for  letting  their  fliips  from  finking,  and  denies  bayl. 

(i)  That  they  feize  of  all  fuch  goods,  as  any  poor 
mafter  doth  fave,  v/hen  their  fhips  are  fmking, 
which  is  all  the  poor  mafler  hath  left  in  the  world, 
to  relieve  his  wife  and  family,  and  poor  fea-men. 

(k)  That  when  any  fhip  is  finking,  though  feven 
miles  from  Newcaftle,  none  muft  help  to  fave  her ; 
but  Newcaftle-men  mufi:  be  fent  for,  who  comes  at 
leifure,  befides  having  his  demands,  which  is  ex- 
ceffive. 

(l)  That  they  ingrofle  all  merchandize,  and  other 
dead  viclual,  and  provifion,  which  comes  in  by  fea, 
and  then  forces  the  countries,  to  give  them  their 
own  rates,  for  what  they  want. 

(m)  They  will  not  fuffer  any  provifions  to  be 
bought  at  Shields,  or  any  market  to  be  there,  not- 
withftanding  people  are  often  drowned,  in  going 
and  returning  from  Newcaftle  markets,  and  alfo, 
many  are  ready  to  ftarve  in  the  winter  feafon,  by 
reafon  the  river  is  then  frozen  up,  and  fo  become 
innavigable. 

(n)  That  they,  by  ingroiTmg  all  corn  into  their 
hands,  have  kept  it  to  fo  exceffive  rates,  that  the 
poor  could  not  buy  it,  but  have  been  conftrained  to 
eat  beafls  blood  baked,  inftead  of  bread. 

(o)  That  by  fuch  hoarding  up  the  corn,  and  the 
people  not  able  to  buy  the  fame,  being  fo  dear,  many 
country  people,  were  necefiitated  to  eat  dogs  and 
cats,  and  to  kill  their  poor  little  coaKhorfes  for 
food. 

(p)  They  have  hoarded  up  fo  much  corn,  and 
keeping  it  for  fuch  exceffive  gain,  that  in  the  very 
time  of  fcarcity,  and  mifery  amongft  the  people, 
many  have  been  found  ftarved  to  death  in  holes; 
hundred  bouls  of  corn  were  call  into  the  river,  being 

fpoyled 
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(poyled  with  the  rats,   and  rot  :    The   very   fwine 
could  not  eat  it. 

(q)  That  they  will  not  fuffer  any  of  the  coal 
owners,  in  any  of  the  two  counties,  to  fell  their 
own  coals,  but  the  owners  mull  either  fell  their 
coals,  to  the  free  hoaft-men,  at  what  price  they 
pleafe,  and  then  all  fhips  mull  give  them  their  own 
price,  or  get  none,  which  makes  coals  fo  dear. 

(r)  That  no  fhip  Ihall  be  loaden  with  coals,  &c. 
that  will  not  do,  what  the  mayor  and  burgelTes 
commands  them,  by  going  up  the  river,  feven  miles 
with  ballaft,  to  their  great  loiTe  of  time,  and  hurt  of 
their  fliips. 

(s)  That  fhips  have  been  often  ten  or  fourteen 
dales,  in  failing  up  and  down  the  river,  onely  to  dif. 
charge  their  baliaft,  they,  for  the  mofl  part,  taking  in 
rheir  loading  at  Shields.     See  chap.  32.  (c). 

(t)  That  other  Ihips,  which  have  taken  in  their 
loading  at  Shields,  v/ith  coals  and  fait,  have  made 
their  voyage,  to  London  and  back,  before  fuch  fhips, 
which  were  fo  compelled. to  Newcaftle,  could  get 
ready,  and,  ordinarily,  is  the  caufe  of  their  lofs  of 
three  voyages  in  the  year,  by  fuch  compulfions. 
See  chap.  32.  (d). 

(u)  That  they  force  all  fliips,  with  materials, 
brought  in  by  fea,  for  the  abfolute  ufe  of  the  falt- 
works,  and  coal-works,  at  and  near  Shields,  to  be 
carryed  to  Newcaflle,  and  laid  out  upon  their  key, 
though  they  have  no  ufe  for  the  fame,  and  the  cuft- 
oms  being  already  paid,  and  officers  at  Shields  at- 
tending ;  often  the  boats  that  fetches  them  fmks,  in 
returning  to  Shields.     See  chap.  50.  (c). 

(w)  Thatiliips  have  often  funk,  in  returning  empty 
from  Newcaftle  to  Shields,  there  being  nothing  to  be 
had  at  Newcaftle,  and  fuch  fhips  are  onely  to  take  in 
fait,  or  coals,  at  Shields:  No  fait  to  be  got  elfe- 
where,  but  at  Shields,  in  that  river,  and  therea- 
bouts.    See  chap.  29.  30.  32, 

(x)  That 
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(x)  That  they  will  not  tollerate  any  feaman,  though 
never  fo  able  a  pilot,  to  guide  a  flrangers  Ihip  into 
the  river,  over  Tynemouth-bar,  though  he  be  in  never 
fo  great  diftrefs,  but  a  freeman  mufl  befent  for,  from 
>  ewcaiUe,  there  being  but  two  at  Shields,  by  nieans 
whereof  the  fhip  is  often  ready  to  be  loft,  before  any 
can  get  feven  miles  up,  and  feven  miles  back  again. 
See  chap.  32.  (a). 

(y)  I  hat  they  force  all  fliips,  though  never  fo  long, 
great,  or  weak,  to  fail  up  the  river,  to  caft  out  their 
ballaft  upon  their  fhoars,  for  the  gain  of  eight-pence^, 
for  every  tun  a  fhip  carries,  which  is  an  arbitrary  im- 
pofition,  fee  chap.  32.  (b.c),  it  formerly  being  but 
'  four-pence ;  and  one  fhip  with  another,  carrys  an 
100  tun,  every  voyage,  &c.  See  chap.  29.  (c). 

(a.b)  That  they  force  mafters  of  fhips,  to  pay  for 
eighty  tun,  when  indeed  they  have  but  forty  tun, 
and  fo  opprefs  the  poor  maft^rs,  whereby  the  price  of 
coals  mult  needs  be  enhanft.     See  chap.  44.  (a). 

(a.f)  That  they  have  fpoiled  the  river,  with  their 
ballaft  fhoars,  by  fhips  finking  in  failing  up  the  river, 
and  returning  back,  their  ballaft-fhoars  being  fo  full, 
and  heavy,  and  hilly,  that  every  fhower  of  rain,  and 
ftorm  of  wind  doth  blow  and  wafhdownihe  ballaft  into 
theriver,  befides  the  v/eight,  inprelTmgdownthe  walls, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  commonwealth  ;  by  the 
obftructionof  the  river,  and  endangering  of  fliipping. 
See  chap.  34.  (a),  35.  (a.b). 

(4.0)  That  by  the  negligence  of  the  commiilioners, 
for  the  river,  above  three  thoufand  tuns  of  ballaft 
have  fallen  into  the  river,  in  one  nights  time.  See 
chap.  34.  (c).     None  taken  up,  &c. 

(a.h)  That  within  this  twenty  years,  where  twenty 
fliips  of  a  certain  burden  could  have  rid  afloat,  in 
moit  road-fteads  in  the  river,  at  a  low  water  mark, 
now,  not  above  four  fhips  can  ride  afloat,  Sic.  See 
chap.  35.  (b). 

(a.i)  That  fhips  have  made  twelve  voyages  in  the 
year,  within  this  20  years,  when  they  had  liberty,  to 

caft 
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call  their  ballaft  at  Shields,  and  now,  they  make  but 
four  or  five  voyages  only,  being  obftruded  by  the 
mayor,  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle,  in  compeHing 
the  (hips  up  the  river,  feven  miles,  to  call  out  their 
ballaft,  upon  their  own  (hoars,  &c.  See  chap  32.  (d). 

(a.k)  That  they  will  not  fuffer  any  balla(l-(hoars 
to  be  built,  at  or  near  the  Shields,  by  rcafon,  the 
owners  of  the  ground  will  not  fell  it  to  them,  not- 
withdanding  there  are  convenient  places,  for  (hoars, 
for  above  this  hundred  years  to  come,  without  any 
prejudice  to  the  river,  and  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  commonwealth.    See  chap.  29.  (c). 

(a.l)  That  they  do  hinder  the  ftockof  the  publick 
revenue,  above  forty  thoufand  pounds  per  an.  in 
cuitoms,  declaro.     See  chap.  45.  (b.e.f),  32.  (d). 

(a.m)  That  they  do  hinder  a  trade,  all  the  winter 
feafon,  by  reafon,  neither  (hips,  nor  boats,  can  pafs 
up  the  river,  which  is  often  frozen,  below  the  ballaft- 
Ihoars,  called  the  Bill-point,  and  half  down  the  river, 
it  never  freezeth  lower.     See  chap.  35.  (b). 

(a.n)  That  the  mayor,  and  burge(res  of  Newcaftle 
have  combined,  and  made  new  ordinances  amongft 
themfelves,  that  what  free  hoa(l-men,  or  filler  of 
coals,  (hall  fell  any  coals,  to  fuch  (hip-mafters,  as  ihall 
cafl  any  ballaft  at  Shields,  and  not  upon  their  own 
ballaft  (hoars,  (hall  forfeit  and  pay,  20I.  a  time,  or  lie 
in  prifon,  till  the  fame  be  paid.  See  chap.  43.  (d), 
30.  (d). 

(a.o)  That  all  fuch  coals  as  (hall  be  fold,  and  not 
being  free  of  that  corporation,  (hall  be  contifcated, 
for  the  corporations  ufe.     See  21.  chap.  (a). 

(Some  fay,  if  what  is  here  alledged,  be  nothing  but 
the  truth,  it  were  pity,  but  they  (hould  receive  judge- 
ment, according  to  their  refpeftive  offences,  but  if 
it  appear  otherwife,  it  were  pity,  but  the  evidence 
upon  oath,  with  myfelf,  (liould  receive  the  fame 
judgement.) 

(  A.p)  That  the  mayor  and  burgeffes,  by  having  be- 
trayed the  truft,  repofed  in  them,  by  king  James,  in 

the 
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the  two  and  twenty  articles,  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  river  of  Tyne,  have  forfeited  all  that  corpora- 
tions liberties,  into  the  dates  hand,  by  the  exorbitant 
abufes  committed,  and  negledb,  in  not  putting  them 
in  execution.     See  chap.  13.  (a),  34.  (c). 

(a.q^)  All  which  faid  charge  was  proved  upon 
oath,  before  the  council,  at  White-hail,  1650,  and 
the  committee  for  trade  and  corporations,  at  White- 
hall, in  November,  1653.  And  order  was  given, 
that  Mr.  Thomas  Skinner,  be  defired  to  draw  up 
an  aft  for  a  free  trade,  in  that  port,  and  river  of 
Tyne,  to  prefent  to  the  parliament,  fee  chap.  54. 
(which  a6t  was  intended.)  Whether  it  be  confonant 
to  religion,  or  reafon,  that  thefe  things  fo  perpe- 
trated, aforefaid,  againft  the  good  of  a  common* 
wealth,  fhonld  be  neglefted,  and  in  not  being  timely 
regulated,  I  refer  to  better  judgements* 

Ralph  Gardner. 

(a.r)  Mr.  Mark  Shafto,  Mr.  Ralph  Jennifon,  Mr. 
Robert  Ellifon,  Mr.  Tho.  Bonner,  the  recorder, 
and  aldermen  of  Newcaflle,  with  Mr.  John  Rufli- 
worth,  one  Maddifon,  and  one  Michael  Bonner,  with 
many  more  of  the  burgeffes,  appeared  at  White- 
hall, on  the  2g.  of  November,  being  the  day  appoint- 
ed, for  the  town  to  plead  to  the  charge,  they  having 
had  the  copy  of  the  charge,  where  the  lull  committee 
was  met,  and  many  parliament-men  more,  where  the 
petition,  the  charge,  and  the  defires  were  read,  to 
the  foregoing  gentlemen. 

(a.s)  The  corporation,  agents,  and  aldermen, 
humbly  begged  ten  weeks  longer  time,  by  reafon 
they  were  not  ready,  nor  prepared  to  anfwer  the 
^  „      charge,  for  it  Itruck  at  all   that   was  neer,  and  dear 

pprc  ion.  ^^^^  them*;  and  hoped  the  town  would  not  be  fur- 
prifed,  and  that  they  did  conceive  Mr.  Gardner  had 
lent  down  that  order  to  affront  the  town,  by  reafon 
it  was  dropt  at  the  mayors  door,  by  a  boy  ;  and  that 
there  was  a  paper,   printed  by  Mr  Gardner,  which 

was 
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Avas  as  full  of  lyes,  as  words,  which  did  conclude 
them,    and   difliearten    their   witnelfes,    alfo,     that 
the  Scots  having  tumbled  their  records,  could  not 
draw  up  an  anfwer  in  lb  I'hort  a  time. 

(a.t.)  In  anfwer  to  the  town,  it  was  humbly 
moved,  their  honours  would  give  no  longer  time, 
by  reafon  it  was  the  day  fet,  and  agreed  upon,  that 
they  of  the  corporation  diould  plead,  and  that  it 
was  no  new  matter  infiiied  upon,  but  what  was 
debated  at  that  board  two  years  before ;  the  records 
and  judgement,  given  againil  Newcaflle,  being  in 
their  honours  cultody,  and  that  they  were  as  well 
able  to  plead  then,  as  at  any  other  time,  and  if  there 
were  any  new  matter,  it  fhould  be  withdrawn,  and 
was  willing  to  joyn  iiTue,  upon  the  former  judge- 
ment, granted  two  years  before,  at  the  fame  board. 

The  towns  agents  altogether  refufed  that,  and 
hoped  their  honours  would  not  infill  upon  the 
former  judgement,  but  to  give  them  longer  time, 
they  not  being  ready  to  plead  to  the  faid  charge, 
nor  came  prepared,  upon  the  earned  folicitation  of 
the  towns  agents.  The  committee  told  them,  that 
if  they  would  deal  clearly  and  candidly  with  them, 
as  to  give  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  fuch  an 
anfwer  to  the  charge,  as  they  would  fland  and  fall 
by,  then  they  would  give  them  their  own  time,  if 
not,  then  they  vrould  record  that  fair  motion,  and 
that  they  mult  plead,  by  reafon  they  appeared,  and 
entred  upon  a  plea,  and  their  work  was  very  iiiort, 
for  all  that  they  had  to  do,  was  to  plead  guilty,  or 
not  guilty  ;  if  guilty,  then  to  make  it  good  by  what 
law  they  did  fuch  things,  as  was  laid  to  their 
charge,  and  if  noi  guilty,  then  it  was  left  to  Mr. 
Gardner  to  prove  his  chargej(vvho  indeed  had  proved 
all  fufficientiy)  and  therefore  would  give  no  more 
day,  whatever,  then  the  13.  of  December,  and  Mr. 
Gardner  left  free,  to  bring  in  what  more  he  had  to 
charge  them  with.  Upon  the  12.  day  of  December, 
the  parliament  was  difiniffed. 

L   '  But 
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But  the  honourable  committee,  met  in  White- 
hall, and  drew  up  another  report,  and  figned  the 
fame,  againft  the  corporation  ot  Newcaftle,  a.nd 
would  have  prefented  the  fame  to  his  highnelTe,  the 
lord  proteftor. 

But  I  conceived  to  give  a  narrative  was  better, 
though  it  be  large ;  yet  fuch  things  as  are  perti- 
nent, might  be  fooner  colleded,  being  put 
together,  and  more  fatisfadory  to  all  hands,  then 
lying  in  feveral  courts  diftradedly ;  not  doubting, 
but  thereby  to  reap  the  fruits,  according  to  my 
labour,  I  not  in  the  lead  defpairing,  and  am 
fatisfied  with  the  change,  defiring  God  to  go 
along  with  him,  in  all  his  highneffe  undertakes. 


CHAP.      XXIX. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

Ships  upon  fands^  others  fink'mg^  others  funk;  boats, 
and  provijions  caft  away,  and  people  drowned,  13' c, 
and  others  cajl  into  prifon,  for  faving  Jhips  frojn Jink- 
ing ;  all  done  at  tsewcajlle,  by  order  of  thofe  niagif 
trates  ;  all  wreck  being  given  them  by  charter, 

SEE  PLATE    FIRST,    FIGURE  FIRST. 

*  Mr.  Fuller.      A   NDRONICUS*    the    tyrant,    and    alfo    an 

*  Andronlciis  £^\^  heathen   king,    being   overcome   with  a   re- 
or  t  le  unfor-  jy^^ancy  of  heart,   feeinff   the  miferable  condition, 

tunate  politi-  -^       ,  i     r  *  •  en- 

tion.  poor  merchants   and   iea-men  were  m,    arter  inip- 

wreck,  (and  fliould  receive  fo  bad  a  reward  from 
people,  whom  they  came  to,  for  help  or  flielter)  by 
having  their  goods  feized  on,  their  throats  cut,  and 
no  relief  afforded,  by  thofe,  that  got  all  the  fea  had 
caft  up  for  fuccour,  they  never  taking  any  pains  for 
the  fame,   made  a   law,   whofoever  took  a  bit  of 

wreck. 
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wreck,  for  their  own  ufe,  Ihould  be  put  to  death, 
but  that  all  fhould  be  preferved  for  a  time,  or  the 
worth,  for  the  ri^ht  owner,  and  if  not  looked  after 
by  the  owner,  then  for  fuch,  as  were  fuiFerers  by 
fliipwreck,  for  the  future,  and  the  people  paid,  for 
their  pains  in  faving  of  it  ;  for  which  law  they 
were  cannonized. 

Let  not  tyrants  and  heathens  out-ftrip  us  in  mercy 
and  juftice.     This  law  we  want. 

(a)  Mary  Hume,  upon  her  oath,  faid,  that  all 
Ihlps  and  boats,  are  compelled,  by  the  mayor  and 
burge0es  of  Newcaille,  to  fail  up  the  river  to  their 
ballad  fhoars,  and  town,  with  all  manner  of  victuals, 
which  are  brought  into  that  river,  and  will  not 
fufFer  any  market  to  be  at  Shields,  which  is  feven 
miles  from  them,  and  twelve  miles  from  any  other 
market  town,  in  the  fame  county,  and  that  they 
compel  all  people  to  their  markets,*  by  which 
means,  flie  hath  known  many  ||  fhips  and  boats  cafl 
away,  in  the  faid  river,  by  ftormy  weather.  (Read 
Hat.  27.  Ed.  I.*)  See  chap.  49.  (b)*),  chap.  10. 
(s),  II  31.  (a). 

(b)  She,  the  faid  Mary,  further  affirms,  that  fhe 
hath  known  many  people  drowned,  and  boats  caft 
away  in  ftormy  weather,  in  that  river,  and  provifions; 
and  that  in  or  about  the  year  1650,  one  William 
Rea  of  Shields,  was  drowned  in  coming  from  New- 
caftle  market;  alfo  a  young  gentleman,  fon  to  Mr. 
Snape,  minifter,  in  Northumberland,  was  drowned 
in  that  river  ;  both  which  were  found,  and  buried 
at  Shields,"but  no  coroner*  viewed  their  dead  bodies, 
which  Ihe  harh  heard  fiiould  have  been  done,  by 
Newcaftles  coroner,  being  tyed  to  it  by  charter. 
See  chap.  10.  (op).  Alfo  William  Grays  mother 
in-law,  of  North  Shields,  in  going  to  market,  was 
caft  away,  &c. 

Mary  Hume. 

L  2  (c)  Johu 
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(c)  John  Malleir,  mafter  of  a  fhlp,  upon  his  oath, 
faid,  that  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaflle,  do 
deny  to  load  any  Ihips,  nor  fuffer  any  others  to  load 
them,  with  coals,  who  refufe  to  fail  up  that  dan- 
gerous river  feven  miles,  to  cad  out  ballaft  upon 
their  flioars,  which  corapulfions  caufeth  the  loiTe  of 
many  fliips,*  and  vefiels  in  that  river,  amongft  fands, 
{helves,  and  funk  fhips,  it  being  merely  for  the 
gain  of  eightpence  per  tun,  of  ballaft.     See  chap. 

31.    (A.B.),    32-  (b)*. 

(d)  That  he,  this  deponent,  was  in  company  with 
one  Mr.  James  Beats,  of  Alborough,  who  was 
mafter  of  a  new  fhip,  being  compelled  to  fail  up 
the  river,  to  caft  out  his  ballaft,  upon  their  unlaw- 
ful ballaft  fhoars,  and  in  returning  to  Shields,  to 
take  in  her  loading  of  coals,  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  his  ftiip  funk,  and  none  durft  help  to  fave  her, 
for  fear  of  being  imprifoned,  as  others  were  for  the 
like,  nor  to  weigh  her  up  again.     See  chap.  30.  (a). 

(e)  The  free- men  came,  and  required  a  greater 
fumme*  to  weigh  her  up,  then  flie  was  worth  ;  fo 
the  poor  mafter  was  forced  to  leave  her,  upon  fmall 
termes;  but  foon  after,  they  got  her  up,  and  fet  her 
to  fea,  for  their  own  ufe,  which  the  faid  maft'er. 
Beats,  might  have  done  the  like,  if  thofe  of  New- 
caftle,  would  have  toUeratedthe  un-freemen  to  work, 
who  were  as  well  able  to  perform  that  fervice.  See 
chap.  30.  (f),  36.  (a)*,  flat.  2.  Ed.  6.  15.* 

All  wreck  is  given  to  them.     See  chap.  10.  8. 

Joi^N  Mallen, 
Thomas  Heisjlewood. 
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(A)npHOMAS  GOSNAL,  mafter,  affirms,  that 
J[  the  mayor  and  burgeflfes  of  Newcaftle,  by 
compelling  all  fliips,  up  that  dangerous  river  of 
Tyne,  feven  miles,  is  the  caufe  of  the  lofle  of  many 
fhips;  and  that  Mr.  Cafon  lofl  his  fhip  upon  the 
Bill-point,  which  funk,  but  by  weighing  her  up 
again,  it  coll  him  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
all  which  might  have  been  faved,  if  fhips  could  be 
tollcrated  to  cad  ballad  at  Shields.  See  chap.  25, 
(b),  chap  10.  (s),  32.  (c.e). 

Thomas  Gosnal. 

(b)  Edmund  Tye,  of  Ipfwich,  fenior,  upon  his 
oath,  faid,  that  being  with  his  fhip,  laden  with  coals, 
riding  at  anchor,  at  Shields,  with  the  fleet  of  fliips, 
ready  to  put  forth  to  fca,  his  fliip  funk,  by  a  fad 
difafter  to  his  undoing,  being  moft  of  it  his  own, 
and  in  the  time  of  finking,  procured  help  to  fave 
what  goods  he  could,  for  relief  of  himfelf,  and  fea- 
men,  who  had  faved  to  the  value  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pound,  and  fent  them  on  fhoar,  to  Shields, 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland.*  The  mayor,  and 
burgeffes  of  Newcaftle, 

(c)  Sent  down  their  oflicers,  and  feized  of  all  his 
goods,  and  fent  them  to  Newcafl:le,  and  carried  him, 
this  deponent,  to  their  prifon,  and  kept  him  above 
fix  months,  becaufe  his  fhip  funk.  The  goods  and 
fhip,  were  worth  about  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
pound,  and  would  detain  him  in  prifon,  till  he  did 
weigh  up  the  faid  fliip,  who  had  not  wherewithall  to 
relieve  himfelf,  Exod.  22.  21.  notvvrithflanding 
they  were  certified  fo  much,  under  the  bayliffs 
hands,  and  to\^p  feal  of  Ipfwich,  and  had  continued 
him  longer,  if  he  had  not  procured  a  habeas  corpus, 
for  his  removal,  to  London.     See  chap.  25.  (b),  10. 

(s),  flat, 
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(s),  ftat.  3.  Edw.  1.   15.  34.  14.     Rich.  2.  9.  23. 
Hen.  6.  10. 

Edmund  Tye. 

(d)  Thomas  Heiflewood,  of  London,  mafler  of  a 
fhip,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  having  taken  in  his  fhips 
loading  of  coals,  in  the  river  of  Tyne,  was  putting 
forth  to  fea,  with  the  fleet,  but  by  a  ftorm  was  calt 
afhoar,  neer  Tinmouth-bar,  and  in  great  danger  of 
their  lives,  which  were  on  board  of  the  faid  fhip,  and. 
was  conftralned  to  cail  his  coals  into  the  fea,  and 
thereby  got  his  fliip  to  Shields,  where  ihe  lay  like 
a  wreck,  the  water  having  free  paiTage  in  and    out. 

(e)  He,  this  deponent  got  on  {hoar,  and  repaired 

to  one Collier,  a  free  carpenter  of  Newcaftle, 

defiring  him  to  mend  his  fliip,  and,  for  haftes  fake, 
he  would  procure  thirty  or  forty  of  his  neighbours, 
mafters  of  fhips  carpenters,  to  help  him,  but  the  faid 
free  carpenter  replied,  that  he  had  taken  an  *  oath 
in  Newcaftle,  with  their  company,  neither  to  work 
with  any  unfree  carpenter,  nor  to  fet  any  on  work, 
by  which  means,  he,  this  deponent,  was  conftrain- 
ed  to  patch  up  his  fhip,  with  his  fmgle  carpenter, 
and  adventure  to  London,  to  get  her  upon  the  flock, 
where  he,  and  his  company  were  in  great  hazard 
of  their  lives,  and  lolfe  of  the  fliip.  See  chap.  10* 
(s),  fee  ftat.  19.  Hen.  7.  7.  (2.  Edw.  6.  15.*) 

Tho.  Heislewood. 

♦Ifallmafters  (f)  Henry  Harrifon,  mafter,  upon  his  oath,  faid, 
ftiouldbethus  j-j^^^.  j^jg  {}^jp  wasjaden  with  corn;  coming  in  at  Tin-^ 
al?  things  of  "^outh-bar,  loft  her  rudder,  or  fteerer  of  his  fhip  ; 
them,  judge  he,  this  deponent,  defired  another,  of  a  free-man  of 
of  the  coiife-  Newcaftle,  who  would  not  furnifti  him,  under  forty 
cjuence.  fhillings,*  but  this  deponent  got  a  good  one,  of  an 

un-freeman,  one  Thomas  Cliife,  of  Shields;  carpenter, 
See  chap.  29.  (e),  ;^6.  (a),    fo-  6s.  .^d. 

Henry  Harrison, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXXI. 


(A)m  yriCHAEL  BONNER,  of  Newcaftle,  mer- 
X  V  A  chant,  and  water-fergeant,  in  Janu.  1 649, 
being  examined  upon  oath,*  at  Gates-head,  by  ver- 
tue  of  a  commiHion,  in  a  caufe  depending  in  the  ex- 
chequer, between  the  mayor  and  burgeiTes,  complain- 
ants, and  Thomas  Cliffe,  defendant,  faid,  that  a  (hip, 
called  the  Adventure,  of  Ipfwich,  which  was  funk  in 
the  year  1646,  (Mr.  Thomas  Cafon  being  mafter;) 
one  other  fliip,  called  the  Providence,  of  London, 
(Humphrey  Harrifon,  of  London,  being  mafter,) 
which  funk  in  the  year  1649  ;  one  other  fhip  called 
the  Refuge,  of  Ipfwich,  funk  in  October,  1649  (Mr. 
Edmund  fye,  being  mafter;)  another  fliip,  called  the 
Henrietta  Maria,  funk  in  the  year  1644;  all  which 
iliips  were  weighed  out  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  at  the  fole 
charge  of  the  mayor,  and  burgelfes  of  jNewcaftle. 

Michael  Bonner. 

Some  calls  this  depofition  perjury,*  but  I  refer  it 
to  the  judgement  of  the  reader,  that  reads  the  follow- 
ing depofition,  which  proves,  that  moll  of  the  above- 
faid  fhips  lye  funk,  and  did,  three  years  after  the  de- 
pofition.    See  (tat.  5.  Eliz.  9.* 

(b)  Cap.  George  Phillips,  of  London,  upon  his 
oath,  faid,  that  there  lyes  feveral  fhips  funk  in  the 
river  of  Tyne,  between  Sparhawk  and  Heborn 
Steath,  namely,  the  Adventure,*  of  London,  Hum- 
phrey Harrifon,  of  Sunderland,  late  mailer,  funk  in, 
or  about  the  year  1649;  one  other  fhip,  called  the 
Refuge,  of  Ipfwich,  funk  in  Odober,  1649,  ^^  Shields, 
(Edmund  Tye,  the  late  mailer;)  one  other  (liip,  called 
the  Henrietta  Maria,  funk  in  the  river,  in,  or  about 
1644;  and  one  other  in  the  fouth  road,  late  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Bulman  ;  and  aifo,  one  other  fliip,  be- 
longing to  a  fcotch-man,  lyes  funk  neer  unto  the  low 
lights  j  and  that  the  chiefe  caufe  of  fhips  finking  in 

that 
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that  river  is,  by  being  compelled,  by  the  mayor,  and 
burgefles  of  Newcaltle,  to  fail  up  that  dangerous 
river,  to  caft  ballad  upon  their  unlawful  ballaft  fhoars, 
for  the  gain  of  eightpence,  for  every  tun,  fo  caft  out. 

George  Phillips,  and 

Tho.  Hesilwood,  prove  the  like* 


CHAP.     XXXII. 

(a)|^  AWEN  pots  affirms,  that  no  flrangers 
\jy  Ihip  whatever,  though  fhe  be  in  never  fuch 
great  diftrefle,  and  fmking,  mud  be  pylotted  into  the 
river,  by  any  other  fea-man,  then  a  freeman  of  New- 
caftle  :  In  the  intrim,  one  is  fent  for,  (being  fixteen 
miles  forward  and  backward)  often,  either  flie  is  loft, 
Qr  driven  by  {lorra  away. 

Many  others  proved  the  like, 

(b)  Jeremiah  Low,  mafler  of  a  fnip,  upon  his  oath, 
1650,  faid,  that  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Nev/caf- 
tie,  compelling  all  fliips  up  the  river,  to  their  baliaft- 
flioars,  anion gft  the  dangerous  fands,  Ihelves,  and  funk 
fliips,  is  the  caufe  of  much  harm,  and  lofle  of  many 
fhips,  and  lofle  of  many  voyages  in  the  year,  befides 
lolfe  to  the  ftate,  and  fpoyl  of  the  river  j  it  onely  being 
done  for  the  lucre  of  eight  pence,  for  every  tun  of 
ballalt,  to  fome  private  perions,  which  brings  them 
in  many  thoufands  of  pounds  in  the  year,  and  that 
there  are  many  funk  fliips  in  the  river,  between 
Sparhawk  and  Hebourn  Steath.     See  chap.  29.  (c). 

Jeremiah  Law,  Mr.  Phillii's, 
Mr.  Hesilwood,  prove  the  like. 

(c)  John  Mallen,  niafter  of  a  fhip,  upon  his  oath, 
fkid,  that  by  the  mayor  and  burgefles   compelling 

fh-ips 
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fiiips  up  the  river,  to  their  baUaft-flioars,  with  their 
ballafl:,  was  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Tye,  and  Mr.  Morles 
two  fliips  running  on  the  fands,  neer  Jarrow,  where 
they  were  both  in  great  danger  of  being  loft. 

Mr.  Yaxleys  fliip  in  a  condition  of  finking,  but 
three  unfree  carpenters  being  ready,  faved  her.  Mr. 
John  Willey  in  the  like  condition. 

Capt.  George  Phillips  was  fourteen  dayes,  in  get- 
ting up  and  down  to  Shields,  by  which  means,  much 
damage  is  done  to  their  fliips,  and  ioile  of  feveral 
voyages,  and  trade  is  obflrucled. 

Capt.  Geo.  Philips,  Mr.  Hesilwood,  Mr.  Cason, 
Mr.  Mors,  Mr.  Yaxly,  and  Mr.  Willey,  prove 
the  like. 

(d)  Mr.  Keeble,  maflier  of  a  fhip,  proves,  that  him- 
felf,  with  many  other  mafters  of  fliips,  namely,  Mr. 
Wright,  &c.  have  made  twelve  voyages  in  the  year, 
when  they  caft  ballall:  at  Shields,  within  thefe  twenty 
yeers,  and  doubts  not,  but  by  Gods  bleffing,  to  make 
as  many  again,  if  the  iliips  be  allowed  to  caft  ballaft 
there,  which  may  be  done  without  hurt  to  the  river, 
and  more  fafety  to  fiijps,  and  a  great  revenew  to  the 
publick  ;  whereas  now,  being  compelled  up  to  New- 
caftle  flioars,  which  hath  fpoiled  the  river,  they  can- 
not make  above  four,  five,  or  fix  voyages  in  the  year, 
at  inoft,  which  is  many  thoufand  pounds,  per  annum, 
lofle  to  the  ftate,  in  cuftome. 

Keeble. 

(e)  Henry  Robinfon,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  be- 
ing compelled,  by  the  mayor  and  burgeifes,  up  the 
river  to  their  balhift-ftioars,  his  ftiip  fet  upon  a  fand, 
and  broke  her  keelfon,  to  his  great  damage,  and  loffe 
of  voyage  ;  and  that  Mr.  Cafon  his  ftiip,  fet  upon  the 
point  of  the  Bill,  and  overfet,  which  coft  him  two 
hundred  and  forty  pound,  the  recovering  of  her  a- 
gain,  befides  the  loffe  of  voyage. 

Tnoi.iAs  GosNAL,  proves  the  like. 

M  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     XXXllI. 


(A)npHOMAS  CLIFFE,  upon  his  oath,  faid,^ 
|[  that  in  April,  1646,  Arthur  Lyme,  mafter 
of  a  fhip,  being  in  the  river  of  Tyne,  his  Ihip  in  great 
diftrefle  and  danger  of  finking,  obtained  the  prefent 
help  of  three  fhip  carpenters,  which  were  ready  at 
hand,  to  fave  his  fliip  from  finking  ;  and  becaufe  they 
were  not  freemen,  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  New- 
caftle,  fent  down  feveral  carpenters,  belonging  toNew- 
caflle,  to  force  them  from  work,  and  carried  them 
away  to  prifon,  with  the  faid  mailer,  for  fetting 
them  on  work,  no  tryall  at  law  was  had,  or  other 
offence  committed. 

Tho.  Cliffe* 


CHAP.     XXXIV. 

(a) BIGS,  iipon  his  oath,  faid,  that  all 

the  ground,*  on  both  fides  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  to 
a  full  fea-mark,  is  the  right  of  the  town  of  New- 
caftle,  and  belongs  onely  to  the  mayor  and  burgeffes, 
all  the  way  from  Sparhawk  to  Headwin  ftreams, 
and  that  he  knoweth  the  fame,  by  reafon  he  hath 
feen  often  the  water-fergeant  of Newcaille,  (byname 
Charles  Mitford)  arrefl  men,  both  mafters  and 
others.  This  depofition  was  taken  in  behalf  of 
Newcaftle,  at  Gates-head,  in  Jan.  1649,  ^^^  the  fuit, 
between  the  town  and  Cliffe,  and  remains  in  the 
exchequer. 

'  Bigs. 

Some  calls  this  alfo  perjury,  but  it  is  left  to  the 
judgement  of  the  reader,  in  reading  the  next  depo- 
fition.    See  chap.  18,  (d.f.),  flat.  5.  Eliz.  9.* 

(b)  William 
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(b)  William  Gibfon,  of  Newcaftle,  merchant,  In 
Jan.  1649,  at  Gates-head,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that 
the  ground,  on  both  fides  of  the  river  ofTyne,  from 
Sparhawk  to  Headwin  flreams,  from  a  low  water- 
mark, was  not  belonging  to  the  town,  nor  mayor 
and  burgelfes  of  Newcaftle,  but  to  the  refpiedive  , 
owners,  in  each  county,  adjoyning  on  the  river, 
and  that  he  knew  the  fame,  by  reafon  of  former 
trials,  and  fo  adjudged ;  and  that  the  town  had 
only  the  arrefting  upon  the  water,  but  not  upon  the 
land.     See  chap.  20. 

William  Gibson. 

(c)  Thomas  Horth,  of  London,  merchant,  upon 
his  oath,  faid,  that  he  had  known  the  river  of 
Tyne,  above  five  and  twenty  yeers  ;  and  that  by 
reafon  of  the  mayor,  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle, 
compelling  all  fhips  with  ballaft,  to  fail  up  the  river, 
feven  miles,  to  unload  their  ballaft,  and  out  of  keels, 
upon  their  own  Ihoars,  by  ballaft,  and  other  rubbifli 
falling  in,  hath  fpoyled  three  parts  of  the  river;* 
whereas  within  this  twenty  yeers,  twenty  fliips  of 
the  burden  of  two  hundred  tuns  a  piece,  could  have 
rid  a  float,  in  moft  road-fteads  in  that  river,  ||  and 
now,  not  above  four  or  five,  at  a  low  water-mark, 
by  reafon  they  have  fo  little  ground,  that  it  is  fo 
over  fail,  and  hilly  with  the  ballaft,  that  the  winds 
and  rains,  every  time,  doth  wafh  and  blow  great 
quantities  off,  into  the  river  ;  and  that  in  one  night, 
the  llioar  called  the  BlU-ballaft-key,  brake  down, 
and,  at  leaft,  three  thoufand  tun  of  ballaft,  fand, 
gravel,  and  ftones,  fell  down  into  the  river,*  and 
they  never  knew  a,ny  taken  up. 

*  Neither  will  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  fuffer  the 
owners  of  grounds,  adjoyning  to  the  river,  to  a  low 
water  mark,  to  build  any  wharfs,  keys,  or  ballaft- 
ilioars,  though  more  convenient  then  any  are,  and 
would  ferve  for  many  years,  without  any  prejudice 
^Q  the  river,  to  unlade  all  ballaft  at  j  neither  will 

M  2  they. 
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they,  the  faid  owners,  fell  their  grounds  to  the  faid 
maglftrates,  to  be  Inllaved,  by  which  means  the 
river  is  fpoyled.  See  flat  34.  Hen.  8,  9.  *  30.  Ed.  i. 
IJ  See  chap.  12.  (6.)  14.  (b.) 

Thomas  Horth,  George  Philips,  and 
Tho.  Hasilwood,  prove  the  like. 


CHAP.     XXXV. 

(A}f^  EORGE  PHILIPS,  captain,  mailer  of  a 
VjF  fliip?  of  London,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that 
the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  is  the  caufe, 
of  hindring  a  trade  for  coals,  fait,  &c.  the  greatefi: 
part  of  the  winter  feafon,  to  the  great  impoverifhing 
of  the  two  counties,  Northumberland,  and  Dur- 
ham, out  of  which  all  coals,  fait,  &c.  comes,  (none 
being  to  be  had,  nor  ever  was  in  Newcaftle)  by 
realon  the  aforefaid  mayor,  and  burgeffes  having  the 
pre-emption,  and  w^ill  not  let  the  right  inheritors  fell 
their  own  coals,  to  any  (hips ;  (b)  nor  fuffer  any  of 
the  owners  to  build  ballaft-ftioars,  upon  their  own 
land,  except  they  will  fell  it  them;  many  of  which 
places,  neer  unto  the  Shields,  is  far  more  convenient, 
then  any  of  thofe  unlawful  Ihoars,  belonging  to 
themfelves,  at,  or  neer  Newcaftle,  in  the  higheft  part 
of  the  river,  which  hath^  fo  much  fpoyled  the  faid 
river,  efpecially  a  place  called  the  Pace-fand,  that  it 
is  the  fpoyl  of  many  fhips,  in  fayling  up  and  down, 
to  caft  out  ballaft,  and  to  take  in  coals,  (c)  That  it 
muft  be  a  good  neap  tyde,  that  there  is  above  ten 
foot,  and  a  half,  at  high  water,  and  moft  fhips  draw 
twelve  foot ;  alio,  where  there  hath  lately  been  ten 
loot  at  low  w^ater,  in  a  place  called  the  Bill,  there  is 
not  now  above  eight  foot,  occafioned  by  the  fand, 
3nd  ballaft  falling  off  the  towns  balhft-fhoars  j  (d) 

and 
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and  that  the  river,  in  the  winter,  is  often  frozen, 
below  the  towns  ballafl:  fnoars,  at  the  Bill,  (butnever 
lower)  that  no  iliips  can  get  up  to  unlade  their 
ballaft,  and  take  in  coals,  lalt.  &c.  all  fait  being 
made  at  Shields  where  the  river  is  never  frozen ; 
hut  all  fhips  reftrained  from  cafting  ballaft:  there, 
though  there  be  more  convenient  places,  and  would 
ferve  all  fli'ps,  to  caft  their  ballall,  for  above  four- 
fcore  years,  without  any  hurt  to  the  river,  or  fhip- 
ping,  (f)  and  caufe  them  to  make  mare  voyages  in 
the  year. 

John  ?4ors,  V\^alter  Keeble,  James  Shrive, 
Thomas  Hesilwood,  Rob.  Swallow,  George 
Hill,  John  Keeble,  Henry  Harrison,  and 
matiy  other  mafteis  of  iliips,  prove  the  like. 

(b)  Thomas  Hafilwood,  of  London,  maft:er  of  a 
ihip,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  all  the  ballalt-fhoars 
above  the  Bill-reach,  have  been  the  fpoyl,  and  ruine 
of  the  river  of  lyne,  and  doth  believe,  that  if  no 
care  be  taken  fpeedily  therein,  there  will  be  no 
navigable  river,  to  the  utter  impoverifliing  of  thofe 
counties,  and  a  great  prejudice  of  the  whole  nation, 
the  greateft  part  of  navigation,  in  that  river  being 
•fpoyledl  as  appears  in  moft  road-fteads,  in  the  faid 
river  of  Tyne,  what  with  the  ballaft  falling  in,  and 
fliips  funk,  that  when,  as  within  thefe  twenty  years, 
twenty  fliips  of  the  burden  of  two  hundred  tuns, 
could  have  rid  afloat  at  low  water,  at  St.  Lawrencie 
road-flead,  now  not  above  three  fliips  of  the  fame 
burthen  ;  at  the  Hands  and  Dents  hole  road-fleads, 
where  twenty  fliips  of  the  fame  burthen,  now  not 
above  eight  can  ride  afloat;  at  St.  Anthonies,  where 
twenty  of  the  fame  burthen,  now,  not  above  three 
can  ride  afloat ;  at  the  Bill  road-flead,  where  twenty 
of  the  fame  burthen  might  have  rid,  now  not  above 
fix ;  at  the  North  road-flead,  where  twenty  fliips  of  the 
fame  burthen  could  have  rid  afloat,  now  not  above 
four }  and  at  the  South  road-fl;ead,  where  twelve 

fliips 
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fhips  of  the  fame  burthen  could  have  rid  afloat,  at 
low  water,  now  not  above  three  can  ride  ;  (b)  and 
that  within  thefe  few  years,  when  fhips  did  cad 
ballafl  at  Shields,  without  the  moleftation  of  the 
mayor  and  burgeifes,  fliips  made  ten  or  twelve 
voyages  in  the  yeer,  whereas  now,  they  can  make 
but  four  or  five  voyages.  See  flat.  34.  Hen.  8.  9. 
23.  Hen.  8.  5. 

Tho.  Hasilwood,  Rob.  Yaxley,  George 
Philips,  Walter  Keeble,  and  Henry 
Harrison,  with  many  more  maflers  of  (liips, 
prove  the  like. 


CHAP.     XXXVI. 

A.  John  Hall,  b.  Ann  Wallice,  c.  Thomas  Rutfer^  d, 
Ann  Cliffi  E .  Free  Carpenter^  f.  Cliffs  man. 

(See  plate  i.  fig.  2.) 

(a)¥_TENRY  HARRISON,  mafter  of  a  fhip,  up- 
j7j[  oi"^  his  oath,  faid,  that  in  April,  1646,  a 
fhip  failing  into  Tinmouth  haven,  by  florm,  Vv'as  caft 
upon  the  rock,  near  Tinmouth  caftle;  the  mafler  got 
afhoar  with  all  expedition,  and  obtained  the  prefent 
help  of  an  antient  fhip-carpenter,  by  name,  Thomas 
Cliff,  of  North-Shields,  with  three  of  his  men,  to 
fave  the  faid  fhip  from  perifhing,  which  fhip  had 
been  quite  loft,  if  the  faid  mafler  fliould  have  run 
to  Newcaflle,  to  have  agreed  with  the  free  carpen- 
ters, whofe  exceflive  rates*  and  demands,  often  fur- 
mounts  the  value  of  the  fhip  in  diflrefs,  and  their  te- 
dioufnefs,  in  coming  and  going  that  diflance,  that  of- 
ten the  fliips  in  diflrefs  are  quite  lofl. 

(B)The 
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(B)The  fald  Cliff,  and  his  men,  faved  the  fhip,  and 
wot  her  off,  and  brought  her  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
North  Shields,  and  laid  her  upon  the  fands  to  mend 
her,  where  the  three  carpenters  were  at  work,  and 
Ann,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Cliff,  and  Ann  Wallice, 
his  daughter,  (landing,  (to  fee  their  fervants  work) 
near  unto  the  {hip. 

(c)  The  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  fent 
Thomas  R utter,  and  John  Hall,  two  fergeants,  with 
Thomas  Otway,  Richard  Toderick,  and  other  free 
carpenters  of  Newcaftle,  to  Shields,  to  feize  upon  all 
the  aforefaid  workmen,  for  daring  to  fave  any  fhip 
from  fmking,  in  that  river,  with  command  to  carry 
them  to  prifon. 

(d)  The  two  women  feeing  their  fervants  trailing 
away,  railed  againll  their  evil  practices,  for  which, 
Thomas  Rutter,  with  a  club,  by  feveral  blows  upon 
Ann  Cliffs  body,  and  head,  knockt  her  down  to  the 
ground ;  the  other  fergeant,  John  Hall,  by  feveral 
blows,  with  a  rule  or  truncheon,  broke  Ann  Wallice 
her  arme,  and  then  perceiving  fouldlers  coming  from 
Tynmouth  caftle,  both  the  faid  fergeants  fled  to 
Newcaltle,  where  they  were  protected  from  the  hand 
of  juftlce. 

(e)  The  faid  Ann  Cliff  was  taken  up,  carried 
home,  got  to  bed,  and  in  a  few  weeks  dyed*  thereon, 
for  which  the  faid  Rutter  was  indited,  and  found  by 
the  jury,  guilty,  yet  did  not  fuffer.  The  faid  woman 
required  her  friends,  as  they  would  anfwer  it  at  the 
lafl  day,  they  fhould  require  her  blood  at  the  hands 
of  Rutter,  he  being  her  death.  The  poor  men  kept 
in  prifon,*  and  Cliff  kept  in  fuit  at  law,  for  his 
working,  by  Newcaftle,  and  his  men,  and  they  forced 
to  give  bond  never  to  work  again.  See  chap.  25. 
(b),  29.  (e),  30.  (f),  I.  Edw.  6.  12*. 

Henry  Harrison,  Thomas  Cliff,  and 
Eleanor  Lounsdale,  all  prove  the  like. 

CHAP, 
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C    H    A   P.      XXXVII. 


(a)^T^HOMAS  SALKIELD,  gent,  upoii  his  oatb^ 
i  faid,  that  he,  being  at  Shields,  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  upon  the  two  and  twentieth  day 
of  May,  1653,  ^^"^  *^  great  number  of  men,  belonging 
to  Newcaftle,  with  fwords  drawn,  and  piftols  cockt, 
who  invironed  a  gentleman,  who  was  peaceably  in 
his  houfe,  and  fliot  at  fome  of  the  faid  gentlemans 
fervants,  and  beat  his  wife,  and  much  blood  was  fpilt, 
they  pretending  they  came  by  warrant,  and  produced 
a  warrant  from  the  mayor,  Mr,  William  Dawfon, 
Mr.  John  Butler,  fheriff  of  Newcaftle,  to  take  him 
and  carry  him  away  to  prifon,  under  pretence  of  debt; 
but  the  fea-men  got  aihoar,  fell  upon  the  faid  New- 
caftle-men,  wounded  and  difarmed  them,  and  reliev- 
ed the  faid  gentleman.  See  flat.  2.  Edw.  3.  3.  4. 
-Rich.  2.  ;^y.  Hen.  6. 

Tho.  Salkield,  Lettice  Hume,  Mary  Hume, 
and  many  others,  prove  the  same. 

(b)  Thomas  Salkield,  gent,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  he 
knew  a  gfentleman  caft  into  Newcaftle  prifon,  upon  a 
bare  arreft,  in  Auguft,  1652,  and  laid  adions  up- 
wards of  nine  hundred  pounds,  where  twenty  pound 
could  not  be  recovered  ^  and  kept  him  lockt  up  in  a 
prifon,  from  all  comfo.rts,  in  a  tower,  above  7^6  foot 
high,  being  forced  to  evacuate  in  the  fame  room 
he  lay,  and  eat  his  meat,  by  reafon  he  was  locked 
from  the  houfe  of  eafement. 

(c)  He  offered  good  bayl,  free-men  of  Newcaftle, 
who  were  accepted,  and  entered  in  the  book,  and  two 
daies  after  rafed  out  again,  and  he  ftill  kept  there. 
He  defired  to  be  admitted  to  defend  his  own  caufe,  in 
their  court,  but  they  refufed  it. 

(d)  Defired  to  go  with  a  keeper  to  counfel,  which 
was  alfo  denied  ;  his  friends  and  fervants  often  net 
admitted  to  come  to  him. 

(n)  Proffered 
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(e)  Proffered  good  bond  to  be  a  true  prifoner,  to 
the  end  he  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  frefh  aire, 
for  prefervatioii  of  his  health,  but  at  the  goalers  houfej 
which  the  fheriff  granted,  at  the  firit,  but  prefently 
after  refufed,  faying,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
himfeif  had  a  meeting,  and  refolved,  he  fhould  have 
no  liberty,  being  an  enemy  againft  their  privileges. 

(g)  The  faid  gentleman  offered  them,  that  what 
any  could  recover  againft  him  by  law,  they  fliould 
have  it  without  law. 

(h)  Conftrained  to  drink  the  goalers  beer,  not  fit 
for  mens  bodies. 

(i)  No  tryal  ever  againft  him  ;  they  difobeyed  two 
or  three  habeas  corpulfes,  which  the  flierifF  received, 
and  his  fee,  and  was  proffered  to  have  their  charges 
born,  but  never  i-eturned  them. 

(k)  Refufed  fubftantial  bond,  to  appear  at  London, 
before  the  judges,  and  after  five  months  imprifon- 
ment,  he  brake  prifon,  in  February  following. 

(l)  And  he  further  affirms,  that  upon  the  third  of 
February,  1652,  one  John  Cuthbertfon,  being  im- 
prifoned,  upon  an  adion  of  5I.  debt,  but  no  tryal  ever 
had  againft  him,  for  the  fame,  was  upon  this  gentle- 
mans  getting  away,  call  into  the  dungeon,  by  the 
command  of  the  mao-Iftrates  of  Nev/caftle,  where  thev 
laid  fetters  of  iron  upon  him,  to  force  a  confeffion 
from  him,  whether  he  did  not  help  the  faid  gentle- 
man out ;  where  he  lay  upon  the  cold  earth,  without 
either  bed^  ftraw,  or  any  other  thing  to  keep  him 
warm,  or  firing,  and  fed  him  onely  with  bread  and 
water,  and  fufed  comfortable  fubfiftance  to  be  brought 
unto  him. 

(m)  The  poor  man  being  not  worth,  in  the  whole 
world,  forty  jQiillings,  and  two  children  a  beggings 
and  himfeif  kept  in  priibn,  after  this  impreliion,  beg- 
ging for  food. 

(n)  And  that  he  was  certainly  informed;  that  fome 
of  the  officers  of  Newcaftle,  had  counterfeited  a  letter, 
and  fet  the  gentlemaiis  name  to  it,  and  read  it  to  the 
N  faid. 
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faid  prlfoiier,  thereby  perfv/ading  him  to  confefs  hi 
helped  him  out  of  prilbii.  See  Hat.  23.  Hen.  6.  10. 
1.  Kdw.  1.  15.    See  chap.  41. 

Thoimas  Salkeild. 

Homes  Mirror  faith,  it  is  an  abufe,  that  prifoners 
be  charged  with  irons,  before  they  be  attainted,  cap. 
8.  ftft.  1.  2  Edw.  3.  10.   1.  Edw.  3.  10. 

Bra6ton  faith,  to  lay  a  man  in  chains  is  againfl:  the 
law,  for  a  prifon  is  to  keep,  not  to  punifh. 

And  it  is  commanded  by  the  law,  that  neither  fe- 
lon, nor  trefpaffer  be  punifhed,  nor  tormented,  in  pri- 
fon, fo.  11.  17. 

Fleta  faith,  it  is  lawful  for  flieriffs  to  keep  prifoners 
in  prifon,  but  not  to  punifli  them,  but  keep  them, 
&c.  7^2^.  Hen.  1.  P.  Inft.  54.     See  chap.  41.  (a). 


CHAP.     XXXVIII. 

(a)  "O  ALPH  TAYLER,  publick  notary,  and 
j[\  fleward  to  the  carpenters  of  Newcaftle,  up- 
on his  oath,  at  Gattfliead,  in  January,  1649,  f^^^? 
that  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  did  fue,* 
impriion,*  and  fine,*  Robert  Johnfon,  Alexander 
Hearon,  and  William  Portice,  of  the  town  of  Gatef- 
head  ;  John  Plubbert,  of  South-Shields,  and  John 
Readhead,  only  for  working  upon  fliips,  in  the  river 
of  Tyne,  being  carpenters,  and  made  them  to  pay 
their  fines,  impofed  upon  them,  by  the  mayor  and 
burgeifes.  See  ftat.  2.  Edw.  3.  6.  28.  Edw.  3.  3,* 
9.  Hen.  3.  29.*  43.  Eliz.  2.* 

Ralph  Tayler,  and  Mich.  Bonner,  prove  the  like. 

(b)  Michael  Bonner,  merchant,  and  water-fergeant 
of  Newcaftle,  at  the  fame  time,  upon  his  oath,  faid, 
that  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  arrefted 

and 
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and  Impilfoned,  and  fet  a  fine,  upon  one  John  Hard- 
caftle,  a  carpenter,  for  working  upon  a  (hip,  in  the 
river  of  Tyne,  he  not  being  a  freeman  of  that  corpo- 
ration, and  made  him  enter  into  a  bond  of  lool.  in 
May,  1648,  never  to  work  upon  his  trade  again,  and 
made  him  pay  his  fine.  Michael  Bonner. 

(c)  John  Hall,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  the  mayor, 

and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  did  arreft,  imprifon,  fined, 

fued,   and  forced  bonds,   from  one  Richard  Tayler, 

Henry  Atchefon,  and  Robert  Lambert,  fmiths,  whofe 

wives  and  families  inhabits,  at  North-Shields,  in  the 

county  of  Northumberland,  and  Thomas  Brocket,  of 

Gatefliead,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  fmith,   for  no 

other  offence  than  for  working  upon  their  lavvFuIl 

trades,  where  they  dwell ;   Tayler  and  Brocket  flood 

out  fuit,    Atchefon  entered  into  bond,  never  to  work 

upon  his  trade,   to  the   fhips   on  the  the  river,  and 

Lambert  kept  in  prifon,  till  almofl  flarved,*  his  wife 

and  fix  fmall  children  begging  for  food.     See  flat. 

g.  Hen.  t..  29.*  4^  Eliz.  2.  _         ^^ 

^  J      ^      -i-j  John  Hall. 

(d)  Ralph  Bowes,  of  Newcaflle,  late  burgefs,  but 
disfranchized,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  in  January,  1649, 
that,  formerly,  he  had  feen  an  antient  writing,  be- 
longing to  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle, 
purporting,  that  it  v/as  unlawful  for  any  tradefmen 
to  work,  or  live  in  any  port,  adjoyning  to  the  river 
of  Tyne,  but  onely  at  the  town  aforL-faid,  and  that 
the  mayor  and"  burgeffes,  have  had  the  punifhing  of 
all  fuch  as  did  work,  as  alfo   the  correction  thereof, 

in  that  port,  &c.  „  ^ 

*  Ralph  Bowes, 

It  is  pitty  this  gentleman  is  not  reftored  to  his  free- 
dom again,  for  this  his  great  difcovery.  Surely  this 
faid  writing  was  made  by  the  corporation  therafel- 
ves,  it  was  fo  confciencioufly  drawn,  it  having  fo 
little  regard  to  the  weal  of  the  publick. 

N  2  CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XXXIX. 


D.  The  mayor  and  iviineffes.     c.  The  majler  fw earing. 

A.  The  majler  cutting  a  purfe.     b.  The  darks  telling 

the  mony.     To /wear  againjl  tkemfel'vcs^  to  he  impri-^ 

foned,  to  cut  a  purfe,  to  pay  a  fine  ^  are  four  punijl:- 

ments  for  one  offence, 

(See  plate  2.  fig.  i.) 

(A)npHOMAS  HASILWOOD,  of  London, 
J_  mafter  of  a  fhip,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that 
all  mafters  of  fhips,  which  fa^deth  into  the  river  of 
Tyne,  for  coals,  fait,  &c.  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes 
of  Newcaflle,  compels  them  to  *  fwear  againft:  them- 
felves,  whether  they  did  not  cad  ballaft  at  fea,  be- 
tween Sowter  and  Hartly,  or  within  fourteen  fathom 
water,  to  the  hurt  of  the  faid  river  of  Tyne,  and 
when  the  faid  mafter  hath  fworn  the  truth,  that  he 
did  not,  then  a  poor  drunken  filher-man,  or  other,  is 
called  into  the  town  chamber,  and  maketh  oath,  that 
the  mafter  <^id  caft  ballaft,  when  in  truth  he  did  not, 
he  having  part  of  the  fine  for  the  fame. 

(b)  Then  the  mafters   oath  is  invalid,  and   laid 
"  afide,*  and  forthwith  is  commanded  to  pay  a  fine  of 

five  pounds,  or  elfe  to  cut  a  purfe,  which  hangs  up  in 
the  town-chamber,  with  fand  and  money  in  it,  and 
fo  much  as  is  therein,  he  muft  pay,  or  is  fent  to  pri- 
fon,  and  there  to  lye  till  he  doth  pay  -it.  See  chap. 
14,  (f)*  12.  5.  17.  k.  Charles,  (19.  Hen.  7.  7.). 

Tho.  Hasilwood,  John  Lockwood,  and 
Sam.  James,  mafters  of  fhlps,  prove  the 
like.  .  Read  thefe  ftatutes. 

(c)  Thomas  Bradford,  of  Lyn,  affirms,  that  in,  or 
about  the  year,  1652,  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of 
Newcaftle,  compelled  one  Richard  Nefling,  mafter  of 

a  fhip, 


I 


P/ntt    //  Fit/.  I.  prtfff  ffi  . 


Fiff.II.  See  poffe  loff. 


jPu^litfud-  OcC^^l'^ffS.by  D.^4lxnJu-^uiicS0nj;2^»foa*^  uponiyru. 
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a  (hip,  to  cut  a  purfe,*  hanging  up  in  the  town-cham- 
ber, with  monies  in  it,  and  paid  money  for  fo  doing. 
See  chap.  12.  (5)  Hat.  8.  Eliz.  4.* 

Tho.  Bradford. 

(d)  In  Spain,  if  any  perfon  do  inform  againft 
another,  let  the  fuggeftion  be  what  it  will,  and  the 
information  never'  fo  falfe,  the  party  informed 
againft,  is  fent  to  prifon,  and  there  kept,  till  be  do 
confefs  that  it  is  truth,  and  thereupon  is  lead  to  the 
flake,  and  executed. 

(e)  rhe  heathen  kings,  when  they  condemn  a 
perfon,  to  dye  for  any  offence,  firft  fends  him  a  pair 
of  fcales,  and  a  weight;  if  the  malel^aftor  fends  him 
fo  much  gold,  as  the  weight  weigheth,  is  faved, 
otherwife  not. 

(f)  'The  Star-chamber  practice  was  to  put  a  man 
to  his  oath,  to  betray  himfeif,  and  confeffe  as  much 
as  he  pleafed,  and  then  other  witnefles  were  brought 
in  againft  him,  as  that  of  the  lord  Bucan,  and  the 
warden  of  the  Fleet,  upon  a  complaint  made  againft: 
the  warden,  in  the  Star-chamber,  &c.  See  ftat. 
17.   Carol. 


CHAP.     XL. 

(a)  JOHN  HARRISON,  of  London,  upon  his 
J  oath,  faid,  that  all  mafters  of  ftiips,  belonging 
to  the  coal  trade,  at  Newcaftle,  are  compelled  to 
fwear  how  many  coals,  and  chaldrons,  they  have 
aboard  their  fiiips,  at  Newcaftle,  when  they  are 
loaden,  which  is  impoftible  to  fwear,  by  reafon 
they  buy  their  coals  by  weight,  and  often  the 
mafters  occafions  drav/s  them  alide,  fo  are  not  then 
aboard,  v/hen  the  coals  are  fliippedj  but  trufts  to 

his, 
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his,  or  their  mates ;  and  often  the  coal  boat,  hath 
much  water,  which  weighs  heavy,  alfo  great  (tore 
of  ilates,  and  other  rubbifli ;  and  often  the  fliips 
are  loaden  in  the  night,  fo  that  this  oath,  is  a  great 
vexation  to  their  fpirlts,  and  difquieting  thereof; 
and  conceives  that  never  a  time,  a  mafter  fwears, 
but  he  is  perjured,  and  often  deceived  by  the  keels- 
men  in  the  nayles. 

Capt.  James  Greenway,  proves  the  like. 

(b)  The  oath,  ex  officio.  No  man  is  bound  by 
the  law  of  God,  or  laws  of  the  land  of  England,  to 
betray  himfelf,  in  criminalibus,  licet  in  contraclibiis, 
not  in  criminal  offences,  but  in  contrads  and  bar- 
gains, it  may  be  whether  hedid  make  the  contraft 
or  bargain,  in  queflion,  but  never  ufed  to  a  male- 
factor, for  if  witneiles  do  not  come  in  againfl  him, 
he  is  cleared  by  law,  and  not  put  to  his  oath,  to 
accufe  himlelf. 

(c)  Many  are  conflrained  to  take  an  oath,  de  rebus, 
ignotis,  to  anfwer  to  they  know  not  to  what,  but 
Gods  command  is,  fwear  not  at  all. 

(d)  Query,  whether  it  be  lawful  for  one  to  fwear, 
being  forced  ? 

(li)  The  anfvver.  Magiftrates  may  impofe  an  oath, 
with  thefe  three  limitations;  firfl,  if  the  thing  be 
weighty  ;  fecondly,^  if  otherwife  it  cannot  be  known ; 
thirdly,  if  it  be  not  a  fnare  to  catch  a  mans  felf,  or 
trick  to  make  him  accufe  himfelf ;  fecondly,  ma- 
giflrates  fliould  be  very  wary,  how  they  inforce,  or 
confirain  men  to  fwear,  becaufe  they  often  thereby 
add  fuel  unto  the  fire  of  Gods  wrath,  by  making 
men  forfvvear  themfelves,  and  therefore  it  were 
better  to  loofe  the  thing  in  queftion,  than  hazard 
the  lofs  of  a  brothers  foul,  by  making  him  perjure 
himfelf.  Paul  would  rather  chufe  never  to  eat  flefli, 
than  to  offend  his  weak  brother. 

(g)  If  ye  believe  him  when  he  fwears,  why  not 
upon  a  folemn  protcfhition .''  It  fliould  be  confidered, 

whether 
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whether  fuch  as  is  to  be  put  to  his  oath,  fears  God, 
then  he  dares  no  more  iye  than  forlwear  himfelf, 
and  if  he  fear  not  God,  how  will  he  fear  to  forfwear 
himfelf? 

(h)  The  pradice  in  Newcaftle  is  worfe,  for  not- 
withftanding  a  man  is  put  to  his  oath,  againft  him- 
felf, it  will  not  (land,  but  another  is  called  in,  to 
fwear  point  blanck  againll  what  he  had  fworn. 


CHAP.     XLI. 

(a)^]|TILLIAM  ling,  mafler  of  a  fliip,  of 
W  Ipfwich,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  Henry 
Truelove,  mafter  of  a  lliip,  with  himfelf,  did  call 
their  ballaft,  at  Shields,  upon  a  fufficient  flioar,  with- 
out any  harm  to  the  river,  for  which,  (b)  the  mayor, 
and  burgelfes  of  Newcaftle,  arrefted  them  both,  and 
detained  them,  till  they  did  pay  ten  pounds  fine,  for 
this  otfence,  as  they  called  it. 

(c)  He,  this  deponent,  with  Mr.  Truelove,  ten- 
dered fufficient  bail,  freemen*,  to  anfwer  the  great 
council,  or  the  common  law,  for  any  thing  that  they 
had  done;  this  they  could  not  deny  by  their  power, 
P.  I  7.  N.  7.  (d)  but  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  Iharply 
reproved  the  bondfmen,  for  daring  to  oifer  them- 
felves  as  bail,  and  told  to  him,  this  deponent,  and  Mr. 
Truelove,  that  for  a  great  council  there  was  none, 
and  for  the  common  law,  that  they  had  within  them- 
felves,  and  needed  not  to  yeeld  to  any  other  court, 
and  that  to  prifon  they  fliould  go,  and  lye  and  rot, 
till  they  had  paid  the  fine.     P.  17.  N.  7. 

And  then  caft  them  both,  into  their  Itinkin"::  com- 
mon  goal,  where  onely  a  wall  parted  them,  and  fuch 
as  had  the  plague,  where  they  lay,  in  that  fad  and 
miferable  condition,  in  hazard  of  their  lives,  (g) 
and  was  forced  to  pay  the  faid  ten  pounds,  and  all 

charges. 
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charges,  befides  the  lofs  of  their  voyage,  which  amoun- 
ted to  above  8ol.  to  their  owners,  (h)  *  There  was 
no  tryal  at  law,  nor  any  other  offence  committed,  but 
they  could  get  no  right,  by  reafon  they  were  to  have 
the  fines,  and  being  judges,  jurors,  and  witneifes,  in 
their  own  court,  and  for  their  own  benefits-  See  flat. 
II.  R.  2.  9.  (a),  fee  chap.  18.  (c),  23.  Hen.  6.  10. 
See  chap.  o^^j.  (d),  28.  Edw,  3.  3.  (f),  i.  Rich.  2. 
i3-99-(g),   I.Ed.  3.  15.  (c). 

William  Ling,  and  Henry  Truelovl, 
fwears  the  like. 

(b)  Jofeph  Prieftly,  with  John  Walker,  the  mini- 
fter  of  Jarrow,  and  twelve  more,  upon  a  tryal,  at  Dur- 
ham affizes,  between  the  dean  and  chapters,  plaintiffs, 
againft  Thomas  Talbot,  and  Richard  Allen,  gent, 
concerning  the  right  of  Jarrow *Slike,  which  by  ver- 
di£t  was  given  to  the  defendants,  upon  their  oathes, 
faid,  that  they  knew  Jarrow  Slike,  by  eflimation  three 
hundred  acres,  where  a  wall  was  building,  to  have  it 
a  ballail-fhoar,  for  the  good  of  fhips  and  river,  22. 
Feb.  1638,  by  Ling  and  Truelove,  and  that  the 
ballafl  which  was  caft  thereon,  was  caft  without  any 
prejudice  to  the  river,  and  there  lay  fafe  and  fad,  and 
that  neither  the  wind  could  ever  blow  it  off,  nor  the 
rain,  nor  waves  could  waih  it  into  the  river.  See 
chap.  34.  (a.d).* 

Joseph  Priestly,  John  Walker. 

How  long  will  yee  give  wrong  judgement,  to  ac- 
cept the  perfonsof  the  ungodly?  Pfa.  82.  2. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XLIL 

(A)i'^APTAIN  ROBERT  WYARD,  of  London, 
\^  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  he,  wdth  his  fliip, 
being  in  ihc  river  of  Tyne,  at  Neweaftle,  in  Nov. 
1649,  where  one  of  his  fhips  company  (it  feems) 
did  cafl:  two  or  three  ftraw  mats,  out  of  one  of  his 
fhips  port-holes,  yet,  to  this  deponents  unknowledge,  ^ 
which  could  do  no  harm  to  the  river,  by  reafon  of 
its  fwiming  to   fea*  ;   but   one  Edward  Green,  and  *  j^  ^^^^^  j^ 

one —  Wilkinfon,  two  free-men  of  Neweaftle,  noharmtothe 

(landing  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fhip,  upon  the  river,  other 
land,  made  oath,  at  Newcadle,  that  this  deponent  than  endanger 
caft    out   baliafl    into    the    river,    to    the   prejudice  ^l^^^  fn^^'"^ 
thereof. 

(b)  Whereupon  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  New-  |i  Yet  the  rol. 
Caftle  feized  him,  and  lined  him  twenty  pounds j|  for  didnotcleanfe 
the  fame,  and  conuraincd  him  to  pay  ten  pound  of  ^^/"^^^"^ 

it,  and  ten  pound  to  Green,  and  eight  pounds  to 
Wilkinfon,  and  twenty  four  pounds  more  the  fuit 
coil  him,  being  fined  by  them,  for  faying  they  were 
forfworn,  to  lay  he  call  ballad  into  the  river,  when 
he  neither  did,  nor  was  out  of  his  cabin  when  the 
mats  were  call  ia. 

Robert  Wyard.  *i.Tim.6. ro. 

(c)  And  further  faith,  that  the  mayor  and  bur- 
geffes, Avcre  plaintilFs,  judges,  jurors,  and  witneffes  in  . 
this  caufe,  of  their  ov/n  fines.     See  chap.    11.   (e), 
ilat.  5.  Eliz.  9. 

If  thefe  men  be  fined  fo  high,  for  fo  fnidll  an  of- 
fence,  and  that  ignorantly,  what  niufi:  thofe  men 
that  have  offended  arrogantly  and  knowingly,  a 
thoiifand  times  more  ?  Thomas  Peach,  mailer  of  the 
Ann  Speedwel,  of  Ipfwich,  who,  by  florm,  was  cafl 
upon  the  rocks,  near  Tinmouth  caflle,  and  for  cafc^ 
ing  his  baliaft  over-board,  to  fave  his  lliip,  was  fined  • 
by  the  mayor  and  burgeffes. 

O  Tvir. 
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Mr.  James  Talbot,  for  his  men  fweeping  the  bins 
of  his  fhip,  where  there  could  not  lie  above  one 
Oiovel  full  of  baliaft,  was  fined  five  pounds,  and  laid 
it  down  ;  fome  they  took,  and  fome  they  returned  to 
him  again. 


C  H  A  P.     XLIII. 

(a)I^TICHOLAS  PYE,  of  London,  creup,  upon 
X/^  his  oath,  faid,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Partridge, 
of  Gatefliead,  mafter,  being  loaded  at  Newcaftle,  by 
Thomas  Read,  Fitter,  with  bad  and  unmerchantable 
coals,  which  he  had  fold  for  good  coals,  to  Mr.  Clark, 
of  London,  and  M.  Otridge,  M.  Godfrey,  M.  Llar- 
rifon,  and  others,  at  the  rate  of  31 1,  the  fcore,  but 
proving  fo  bad,  that  he  was  threatened  to  be  fued, 
by  the  faid  gentlemen  that  bought  them,  and  was 
conftrained  to  compound  for  the  fame,  and  lofl  61.  in 
every  fcore,  and  that  he  harh  known  much  bad 
coals,  w^hich  the  freemen  of  Newcaftle  forceth 
maflers  of  Ihips  to  take,  to  the  great  lofs  on  all 
hands. 

Nicholas  Pye. 

Pray  look  into  the  tenth  year  of  king  James,  what 
punifhment  hath  been  for  the  fame,  formerly. 

The  faid  Thomas  Read,  did  give  20I.  as  part  of 
fatisfaction,  '  to  the  faid  Mr.  Tho.  Partridge,  the 
mafter,  and  in  confideration  of  his  great  wrong, 
&c. 

(b)  Captain  Gregory  Butler,  captain  of  a  man  of 
war,  for.  the  parliament,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that 
in  April,  1650,  he,  this  deponent,  wanting  fome 
ballafl  for  his  fliips  ufe,  being  at  Shields,  required  a 
mafter  of  a  fhip,  of  Yarmouth,  to  caft  his  baliaft 
into  his  fhip,  for  the  ftates  ufe,  which  the  faid  mafter 

did 
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did  with  much  care,  and  no  prejudice  to  the  river, 
(c)  for  which  the  mayor,  and  burgefTcs  of  New- 
caflle,  refufed  to  fuffer  any  coals  to  be  laid  on 
board  of  his  fliip,  till  he  paid  5I.  fine,  for  this  con- 
tempt, and  forced  him  to  pay  a  fine,  and  to  pay 
eight  pence,  for  every  tun  of  ballafl  (befides)  com- 
puting it  to  48  tun,  and  then,  and  not  before,  he 
could  get  any  coals.     See  chap.  44. 

Gregory  Butler, 

Thomas  Partridge,  mafter,  affirms,  that  Mr.  al- 
derman Samuel  Rawling,  forced  him  to  pay  for  80 
tuns  of  ballaft,  when  he  carryed  but  42  tun.  Every 
freeman  pays  fix  pence  the  tun,  and  un-freeman  pays 
eight  pence.     There  is   no  warrant  to   demand  any 

fuch  fum.  rn.  T, 

Ihomas  Partridge. 

(d)  Richard  Leaver,  of  Ipfwich,  mafler  of  a  fhip, 
upon  his  oath,  fald,  that  for  his  calling  out  ballaft, 
at  Shields,  upon  a  more  convenient  fhoar,  than  any 
was  at  Nev/caftle,  and  without  any  hurt  to  the  river, 
went  to  Newcaltle,  to  the  coal  fitter,  to  be  laden, 
but  could  get  none,  by  reafon  of  a  combination  of 
the  free  hoall-men,  who  had  made  a  new  ordinance* 
amongfl  themfelves,  in  the  free  hoaft-mens  court, 
that  v;ho  ihould  dare  to  fell  a  coal  to  any  fuch 
mafler  of  a  fhip,  as  did  not  cafl  ballafl  upon  the 
town  flioars,  fliould  forfeit  twenty  pound  a  time. 

(e)  Upon  which,  this  deponent  waited  above  ten 
dayes,  and  could  not  get  coals  for  money,  but  at  laft 
prevailed,  with  one  of  the  fitters  of  coals  at  New- 
caltle, by  promifing  him  to  fave  him  harmleffe,  and 
he  would  load  him,  which  was  done,  for  which  the 
faid  mayor  and  burgeiles,  call  the  laid  fitter  into 
prifon,  where  he  lay,  till  a  fine  of  five  pound  was  paid 
tor  his  ranfomc,  with  other  charges,  which  he,  this 
deponent,  was  forced  to  pay,  belides  lofTe  of  his 
voyage.  This  was  without  any  triall  at  law,  Sic.  (See 
J  9.  Hen.  7.  7.*)  28.  Ed.  3.  3. 

Rich.  Leaver. 


ICO  ctrosFnoK?.. 
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(a)|3ICH.   leaver,   of  Ipl\vicli,   inafler   of  a 
_|_\,  fiiip,  upon  his  oath,  faid/that  for  the  only 
gain  Jind  advantage  of  fome   aldermen,  and   a  feu" 
other  private  perfons,  of  the  town  of  Newcaflle,  no 
mailers  of  (hips  can  be  tolleratetl  to  caif  ballad,  in 
any  part,  but  at   their  ballaa-fnoars,  which   is   un- 
lawful, and  very  prejudicial  to  the  river  and  trade, 
and  muH  often  pay  for  eighty  tun  of  ballail,*  when 
indeed  there  is  but  forty  to  be  paid  for,  (b)  and  do 
hinder  all  coals  from  being  fold,  to  any  Ihip  which 
do  call  ballaft  at  Shields,  upon  as  fufficient.  flioars, 
and  better  than  the  other,  both  for  the  good  of  the 
river,   and   leiie    hurt   to  fliips,    and  more   voyages 
made  in  the   year ;   (c)  aUb,   that   the   mayor   and 
burgevies,  do  prohibit  all  the  coal-owners,  in  both 
counties  of  Northumberland,  and  Durham,  for  fel- 
ling their  own  coals,  it  tending  to  the  faid  owners 
utter  undoing,  and  the  caufe  of  many  voyages  loft  in 
the  ^^ear,  to   the   great  prejudice  of  the  poor,  and 
much  loife  to  the  ftate,  (d)  and  that  there  is  more 
convenient  places,  to  build  ballafl-lhoars,  which  will 
laft,    for   hundreds   of  years,  without    hurt   to   the 
river,  at,  and  neer  Shields,  then  where  they  are  at 
prefent.     See  chap.  43.     See  the  following  depofi- 
tion. 

Richard  Leaver. 

Capt.  Butler,  Samuel  James,  Capt.  Philips, 
and  Jeremiah  Low,   proves  the  Hke. 

(e)  Thomas  Cartwright,  of  Lyn,  merchant,  upon 
his  oath,  faid,  that  by  reafon  all  coals  areingroffed, 
and  fold  by  the  free-men,  the  mayor,  and  burgelfes 
of  Newcaftle,  onely  tends  to  the  great  impoverifli- 
ment  of  the  coal  owners  of  the  two  counties,  where 
'aU  the  coals  are. 

(f)  Alfo, 
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(f)  Alio,  that  it  is  the  caufe  of  the  high  and  ex- 
cellive  rates  of  coals,  at  London,  and  fea-coafts,  and 
loife  to  tlie  maflers,  feveral  voyages  in  the  year. 

(g)  And  to  the  ilate  likewife,  in  cuilomes  of  the 
three  (hillings  per  chalder. 

(h)  And  that  he  hath  known  many  fhips,  denied 
to  be  laden  with  coals,  only  for  cafting  ballaft  at 
Shields,  to  their  extraordinary  lolTe,  which  is  the 
caufe  of  coals  being  fold  the  dearer,  they  flaying  fo 
long  for  them. 

(i)  And  that  the  faid  mayor  and  burgelTes,  being 
the  fole  caufe  hereof,  and  likewife  engroffe  all  pro- 
vifions  coming  in  by  fea,  and  fets  their  own  rates 
thereon,  and  takes  exceiTive  *towl,  one  peck  of 
every  grain  of  corn.  See  flat.  22.  Hen.  8.  8.*. 
See  chap.  44.  (c),  (a). 

Tho.  Cartwright,  Mr.  Symonds,  and 
"WiL.  Reavely,  proves  the  like. 

1.  The  pre-emption  of  tyn,  foap,  fait,  cards,  &c. 
was  adjudged  grievous,  and  why  not  coals,  which  is 
of  as  great  ufe,  nay  more,  as  appears  by  ordinance 
of  parliament,  1640;  (a)  alfo,  they  were  damned  by 
the  judgement  of  the  fage  judges,  in  Sergeants-inn^ 
upon  a  conference  then  had,  before  that  parhament 
began,  as  being  repugnant  to  the  law. 

2.  And  why  a  monopoly  of  coals,  more  upon  the 
owners,  then  on  any  thing  elfe  in  England?  and 
more  of  them  to  be  inflaved  then  any  other  people 
of  England  ?  I  appeal  to  God,  the  whole  world,  as 
alfo  to  the  coal-engrofTers  themfelves,  whether  it  be 
jufl?  &c. 


CHAP. 
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(A)'f~^ECEMBER,  1653,  a  charge  was  cxhl- 
_|^^  bitect,  to  the  committee  for  infpe£lions, 
and  advance  of  cuitomes,  againft  Mr.  George  Daw- 
fon,  colledor  of  the  cuflomes  of  Newcaftle,  the 
contents  being  as  follows,  viz. 

(li)  That  the  liate  ]jath  been,  and  is  much 
wronged  in  their  cuflomes  in  that  port,  by  reafon 
fome  of  the  faid  ciifiomers,  are  traders,  merchants. 
Sec.  and  many  fliips  vexatioufiy  troubled  without 
jult  caufe,  onely  by  reafon  they  buy  not  their  coals 
from  them,  and  ordinarily  give  coals,  for  reparation, 
cultome-free,  as  alfo,  a  fecond  charge  exhibited 
to  the  Gommlfijoners  of  cuflomes,  not  doubting  but 
to  receive  jufllce  at  either  place  ;  here  follows  the 
depofition,  viz. 

(c)  Jonas  Cudworth,  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne, 
draper,  upon  his  oath,*  in  December  laft,  faid, 
that  Mr.  George  Dawfon  of  Newcaille,  collector  of 
the  cuflomes,  In  the  fame  port,  did  exercife  the  trade 

*Coaliiigrof-  of  a  free  hoafl -man,  *  In  the  year  1651,  and  Imploy- 
'"^'  ed  for  his  fitter,  one  Tho.  Read,  who  loaded  fcveral 

veiTels  with  coals,  and  cleared  them  in  the  name  of 

the  faid  Mr.  Dawfon. 

(d)  And  in  the  year  aforefald,  one  John  Grip, 
mailer  of  a  hoy,  belonging  to  Hamborough,  was 
laden  with  coals,  by  the  faid  Thomas  Read,  and 
Information  being  by  this  deponent,  to  the  furveyor 
of  the  faid  port,  by  name,  Mr.  Meriton,  that  tile  faid 
Grip  had  ihlpped  a  great  quantity  of  coals  more, 
then  he  had  cleared  for,  and  paid  the  duty  of 
cuflomes,  the  faid  Mr.  Meriton  had  acquainted  the 
i'ald  George  Dawfon  herewith,  after  which,  notwith- 
flanding  information  was  made,  and  feizure  alfo 
fhould  have  been  made,  he  the  faid  George  Daw- 
fon did  admit  of  a  pofl  entry  of  a  fmall  quantity,  of 
the  faid  coals,  and  after  cocket  granted, and  did  not 

unload 
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unload   the  faid  veflel,  to  difcovcr  the  fraud,  and 
feize  the  fame. 

(e)  This  deponent  further  faid,  that  about  the 
fame  time,  the  faid  George  Dawfon  did  uAload 
another  vetfel,  belonging  to  Peter  Ilofman,  of 
Dantzick,  to  his  great  damap;e,  before  any  cocket 
granted,  and  refufed  to  let  any  entry  be  made, 
though  offered,  before  full  loading,  and  for  repara- 
tion thereof,  he  gave  to  the  fiid  mailer,  four  chalder 
of  coals,  cuftome  free,  and  the  faid  mailer,  Geor^re 
Dawfon,  had,  and  hath  parts  of  fhips,  *  and  trades 

over  fea  with  coals.     (See  flat.  3.  Hen.  7.  7.*)  14.  ' 

Rich.  2.  10. 

Jonas  Cudwortii. 

(f)  Thefe  are  humbly  to  certifie,  that  David  Lin- 
diman,  mafler'of  a  Ihip,  called  the  Fortune,  of  Statin, 
did  load  his  fliip  with  coals,  in  the  faid  port  of  Nev/- 
caftle  upon  U  yne,  and  cleared  in  the  cuflome-houfe, 
for  three  fcore  and  twelve  chalder  of  coals,  and  that 
Jonas  Cudworth,  of  this  town,  came  and  told  me, 
that  the  ftate  was  wronged  of  cuftome,  for  forty  chal- 
dron of  coals,  in  that  (hip,  and  gave  the  names  of 
the  maflers  of  keels,  or  boats,  that  laid  the  coals  a- 
board,  and  requefled  they  might  be  fworn,  which  was 
done,  and  the  information  found  irue.  The  faid  Mr. 
Lindimau  did  pay  for  forty  chalder  of  coals,  more 
then  he  had  entered  it»r  in  the  cuilome-houfc;,  whicli 
cuftome  amounted  to  fifty  andodde  pounds,  allvvhich, 
I  humbly  conceive,  t!ie  ftate  had  been  defrauded*  of, 
if  the  faid  Jonas  Cudworth  had  not  informed  tliereof. 

.See  flat.  1 1.  Men.  6.  15. 

Tmo.  Mi-:RiTON,  furveyor. 

Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  23.  of  lAIarch,  1643. 

It  is  the  old  proverb,yo«/  birds  beivra\'es  their  own  ncjh 

If  one  fhip  could  cheat  the  ftate,  fo  much  as  fifty 
odd  pounds  cuftome^  what  do  hundreds  of  fhips  do  ? 
See  chap  46.  (b.). 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XLVl. 


(A)f^  EORGE  PHILIPS,  of  London,  maftef^ 
\j^  and  captain  of  a  fhip,  upon  his  oath,  faid, 
that  for  his  carting  ballad:,  at  Shields,  upon  as  fufti- 
cient  ballaft-flioars  as  any  can  be,  could  not  obtain 
his  loading  of  coals,  for  doing  thereof,  being  denied 
by  the  mayor,  and  burgefles  of  Newcaille,  and  lay 
five  weeks  for  the  fame,  and  at  laft  obtained  favor 
from  one  Major  Tolburft,  and  Mr.  Readnal,  to  fur- 
nilh  him  with  keels  or  lighters,  to  fetch  fuch  coals  as 
he  could  procure,  and  when  he  had  loaded  his  Ihip, 
Mr.  George  Dawfon,  coliedtor  of  the  cuflome-houfe, 
and  *  officer  of  the  corporation  of  NewcafUe,  fome- 
times  mayor,,  alderman,  juiiice  of  peace,  and  mer- 
chant, and  Mr.  George  Blackftone,  cheque  of  the 
cuftome-houfe,  ifiiied  out  a  warrant,  under  the  town- 
feal,  and  cuftome-houfe-feal,  to  feize  his  fliip  and 
coals,  upon  the  19.  of  April,  1651,  which  warrant  is 
extant  amongft  the  records  at  White-hall.  See  flat. 
3.  Hen.  7.  7.*  1 1.  Hen.  6.  i y 

Georg.e  Philii's. 

(B)Coales,  the  chaldcr,  at  Newcaflle,  doth  cod  the 
mailers  of  fhips,  ten  fhiliings  the  chalder,  Newcaflle 
raeafure,  and  one  fhilliiig  cuflome,  ordained  by  queen 
Elizabeth. 

For  all  coals,  carried  beyond  fea,  by  any  Englilh- 
man,  pays  by  the  chalder,  for  coals  and  cuftome, 
eleven  fhiliings  four  pence,  as  by  an  acl  of  parliament, 
of  the  28.  of  March,  165  i,  appears. 

For  all  coals,  carried  by  any  flranger,  payes  the 
chalder  double,  being  for  cuftome  per  chalder,  two 
and  twenty  fliillings  eight  pence,  and  argiere  duties, 
kc.  in  all  fix  and  twenty  fliillings  and  ten  pence,  cuf- 
tome, befides  the  price  of  coals  and  fraught. 

For  all  coals  at  the  market,  in  every  port,  two  fliil- 
lings  per  chalder,  excife,  towards  building  of  frigots. 

And 
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And  for  all  coals,  fold  by  the  tun,  one  fliilling  per 
tun,  and  for  all  fcotch  coals,  two  ihillings  fixpence 
per  tun. 

(c)  And  yet,  notwithflanding  thefe  impofitions, 
coals  might  be  fold  for  twenty  fhilHngs  the  chalder, 
all  the  year  long,  at  London,  with  greater  gain  to  the 
mailers  and  feamen,  if  ballad  fhoars  were  at,  or  neer 
the  Shields. 

(d)  Provifions  for  the  relief  of  the  multitude  of 
fliipping,  above  nine  hundred  fail,  and  the  inhabitants 
there. 

(e)  Coals  to  be  bought  from  the  firft  hand,  then 
there  might  be  as  many  more  voyages  in  the  year,  as 
now  they  make. 

(f)  The  mafters  of  fhips,  defires  onely  their  due 
meafure,  and  then  they  would  not  regard  the  odd 
chalder  given  to  the  fcore,  ail  which  they  are  debar- 
red of,  mofl  unjuftly,  for  commonly  where  fhips 
takes  in  at  Newcaflle,  one  hundred  thirty  fix  chalder 
of  coals,  and  expects  to  make  at  London,  two  hun- 
dred and  feventeen,  or  elfe  lofeth,  beiides  having  bad 
coals  a  long  voyage  ;  there  are  computed  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  coal  keels,  alias  lighters,  and  every 
keel  accounts  to  have  carried  every  year,  eight  hiin- 
dred  chalder  of  coals  to  ihips  ;  then  judg.e  how  many 
thoufand  London  chalder  is  carried  away.    See  chap. 

John  Wrej^ha?.):. 
Robert  Reex. 


cuav 
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People  robbed  in  the  open  market,  and  othersy  onely 
pajjing  through  Newcajlle.  a.  c.  e.  Three  New' 
cajile-men.  b.  Ifabel  Orde.  d.  John  WiIlia?nfon. 

(See  plate  2.  fig.  2.) 

(a)'!?' LIZABETH  LUMSDEL,  upon  her  oath, 
X_j  faith,  that  one  John  Williamfons  wife,  and 
fervants,  having  bought  forty  pounds  worth  of  to- 
bacco, (who  dwelt  at  Braughton,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,)  which  faid  tobacco,  all  duties  of  ex- 
cife,  cuftome,  or  toul  were  paid,  and  carrying  the 
fame  through  Newcaflle,  towards  Carlifle-market, 
one  Mr.  Huntley,  and  Mr.  Stranguage,  merchants, 
made  *  a  feizure  of  the  faid  tobacco  and  horfes,  by 
order  from  the  magiftrates,  pretending  it  were  foreign 
bought,  and  foreign  fold,  *  and  therefore  confifcate 
to  their  ufe.  The  poor  people  petitioned  fir  Arthur 
Heiflerigge  for  the  fame,  who  interceded  hard  with 
them  for  the  reftauration  thereof,  but  it  was  refufed, 
yet  they,  fearing  fir  Arthurs  difpleafure,  fold  the  to- 
bacco for  thirty  pound,  and  reftored  to  the  poor 
owner  but  fifteen  pounds  thereof. 

(b)  This  deponent  further  affirms,  upon  her  oath, 
that  about  the  fame  time,  one  Ifabel,  wife  to  Henry 
Orde,  fitting  in  open  market,  felling  a  role  of  tobacco, 
who  had  paid  all  duties,  the  faid  Mr.  Huntley,  and 
Mr.  Stranguage,  made  *  feizure,  by  ftrong  hand,  of 
the  faid  tobacco  from  the  poor  woman,  and  would 
not  acquaint  them  with  the  reafon,  whereupon,  in 
paffion,  fhe  called  them  robbing  rafcals,  for  which 
they  fued  her  poor  hufband,  in  their  own  court,  and 
put  him  to  great  expences  j  fhe,  this  deponent,  with 
the  faid  Ifabel,  hard  petitioned  judge  Thorp  for  her 
tobacco,  who  fent  for  the  two  merchants,  and  de- 
manded the  reafon  of  their  taking  away  the  poor 

woman* 
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womans  tobacco  in  the  open  market,  who  produced 
a  warrant  from  the  mayor,  who  likewife  was  fent  for, 
by  name  Mr.  William  Dawfon;  the  judge  demanded 
of  him,  by  what  power  he  durft  rob  people  in  the 
market,  who  replyed,  foreign  bought,  and  foreign 
fold,  my  lord,  but  command  was  given  by  the  faid 
judge  to  reftore  the  fame,  but  after  departure  it  was 
not;  then  the  judge  granted  a  warrant  for  refloring 
the  fame  upon  his  going  away,  and  when  it  was 
fnewed  the  mayor,  he  fnatched  it  and  put  it  up  into 
his  pocket,  and  would  not  reftore  the  faid  tobacco, 
but  lleighted  the  faid  warrant.  See  ft:at.  *  3.  Ed.  i. 
24.  II.  Ric.  2.  7.  27.  Ed.  I.  5.  6.  Ed.  6.  9.  See 
ehap.  49.  51. 

Eliz.  Lumsdel. 


CHAP.     XLVIir. 

(a)T  ETTICE  HUME,  upon  her  oath,  faid,  that 
1.  J  no  viftual  or  other  provifions,  coming  in  by 
fea,  for  the  rehef  of  Northumberland,  or  county  of 
Durham,  is  permitted  to  be  fold  at  Shields,  but  all  is 
compelled  to  Newcaftle  by  the  magiftrates,  and  there 
ingrofled  after  three  market  dayes,  Tuefday,  Satur- 
day, and  Tuefday,  and  payes  double  tole,  *  in  and 
out,  and  pays  double  rates  for  the  fame,  and  that  fhe 
hath  often  known  boats,  and  proyifions,  caft  away, 
and  peoples  lives,  in  going  and  returning  from 
Shields  to  Newcaftle,  in  ftormy  weather,  too  and  from 
the  market ;  namely,  one  William  Rea,  with  others, 
in  the  year  1650,  at  the  fame  time,  and  before,  nor 
never  any  coroner  fate  upon  any  of  the  dead  bodies, 
nor  young  Mr.  Snape,  &c.  and  that  greater  rates  are 
given  for  provifions,  being  bought  up  by  the  townf- 
men,  than  might  be  had  at  the  firft  hand.  See  chap.  1 1, 

P  2  (H), 


ipS  BEPOSITIONS. 

(h),    44.    (i),   49.    (c),  *  Hat.   3.    Ed.   I.  20.  23. 
Ed.  3.  6.  * 

Mary  Hume,  Lettice  Hume,  proves  the  like. 

(b)  Mr.  Richard  Blewet,  brother  to  commiffary 
Blewet,  affirms,  that  in,  or  about  the  year  1649,  rye 
was  at  fixteen  Ihillings  the  bowl,  in  Nevvcaftle,  none 
to  be  got  for  the  poor,  but  from  the  merchant  who 
had  bought  it  all  up,  that  the  poor  being  in  great 
want,  fir  Arthur  Haflerigge  caufed  the  faid  commif- 
fary, to  lay  out  a  thoufand  pounds  of  the  publick  flock 
upon  rye,  from  the  firft  Ihips  that  came,  and  to  fell 
it  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  four  fhillings  under  the 
market,  which  was  done. 

(b)  The  merchants  of  Newcaftle,  proffered  to  his 
faid  brother,  the  market  price  for  all  the  corn  he  had 
bought,  which  was  fixteen  fhillings  the  bowl,  when 
they  faw  the  faid  commiifary  fell,  for  eleven  fliillings 
per  bowl  to  the  poor,  and  the  commiffary  was  a  great 
gainer  at  eleven  fhillings,  and  paid  as  much. as  the 
merchant. 

(c)  And  by  reafon  the  faid  commiffary  did  refufe, 
fome  of  them  threatened,  if  ten  thoufand  pounds 
would  break  his  back  in  fuit,  for  daring  to  fell  corn 
in  their  town,  he  not  being  a  free-man,  it  fliould. 
This  information  I  had  from  Mr.  Blewet,  who  will 
make  it  good  upon  his  oath,  when  called,  and  from 
Mr.  Nich.  Ogle.  They  will  neither  doe  good,  nor 
fuffer  good  to  be  done,  much  like  the  dog  in  a  man- 
ger. See  flat.  5.  6.  Edw.  6.  14.  23.  Edw.  3.  6. 
2.  Edw.  6.  15.  5.  Eliz.  12. 


CHAP.     XLIX. 

(a)"T-^TILLIAM  REAVELY,  of  Lyn,  mafter  of 
V  V    ^  ^^^P'  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  by  reafon 
of  the  fhips  not  cafling  ballaft  at  Shields,  above  four, 
if  not  five  voyagesj  are  lofl  in  the  year  compleat. 
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(b)  That  all  provifions  brought  in  by  fea,  are  com- 
pelled up  to  Newcaftle,  and  there  ingrofled  into  the 
free-mens  hands ;  people  often  going  to  market  have 
loft  their  lives,  and  many  ftarved  to  death  in  the  two 
counties,  which  cannot  get  to  Newcaftle  market,  in 
the  winter  feafon,  by  reafon  of  the  great  ftorms  of 
fnows,  and  the  river  frozen,  and  no  market  allowed 
for  the  counties  relief  at  Shields,  where  many  thou- 
fand  of  paftengers,  fea-men,  and  inhabitants  are,  be- 
ing twelve  miles  from  any  market  in  the  fame 
county. 

(c)  That  he,  this  deponent,  and  fhips  company, 
hath  often  been conftrained  to  go  to  fea,  without  bread 
or  beer,  none  being  to  be  got  at  Shields  on  a  fudden, 
and  have  drunk  water  for  above  five  daies,  which 
hath  fo  weakened  his  men,  that  they  were  in  great 
danger  of  their  lives,  and  that  from  Newcaftle,  they 
often  fend  down  dead  beer,  and  the  caiks,  but  half,  or 
three  parts  full,  from  the  brewers  of  the  faid  town, 
and  bread  wanting  above  two  pence  weight  in  the 
fliilling,  and  not  looked  after  by  the  magiftrates. 

(d)  That  they  the  faid  mayor,  and  burgefies  of 
Newcaftle,  aforefaid,  did  ruin  one  Mr.  Johnfon,  and 
Mr.  Hilton,  for  brewing  at  Shields,  for  the  relief  of 
the  (liips,  and  that  they  rooked  from  him,  this  depo- 
nent, twelve  barrels  of  beer,  which  he  brought  from 
Lyn,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  at  Shields,  and  made  it 
confifcate,  arrefted  him,  and  caft  him  into  prifon, 
fued  him,  and  made  him  enter  into  fixty  pound  bond, 
never  to  bring  in  any  more,  aUo  kept  a  bag  of  hops, 
which  was  fent  to  a  friend  in  Northumberland,  and 
that  he  hath  known  them  often  do  the  like  to  others, 
they  being  judges,  jurors,  and  witnejGTes  in  their  own 
caufe. 

(e)  That  they  take  exceflive  tole,*  above  a  peck 
of  corn  of  every  grain  brought  to  be  fold  by  vef- 
fels,  befides  all  other  duties. 

(f)  That  the  faid  magiftrates  force  men  to  fwear 
againft  themfelves,  *an4  will  not  tollerate  any  gen- 
tleman, to  build  ballaft-ihoars  upon  their  own  land. 
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(g)  And  that  he,  this  deponent,  hath  ieen  ballad 
warrants,  figned  by  one  of  the  magiftrates,*  only  for 
keels  to  carry  up  ballafl:  from  Shields,  and  hath  feen 
the  keel-men  call  it  into  the  river,  in  the  fouth  road, 
to  the  rivers  great  damage,*  and  often  dirt  caft  into 
the  river,  by  fervants,  brought  out  of  the  gates,  when 
no  watchmen  were  kept.  See  chap.  39.  (a),  12.  4. 
14.  fn),  47.  (b),  51.  See  flat.  27. Ed.  I.  *  51.  Hen. 
3.  15.  *  11.  Hen.  7.  4.  *  5.  6.  Ed.  6.  9.*  3.  Ed.  i. 
20.*  17.  k.  Char.* 

William  Reavely. 

(g)  Hugh  Farrow,  of  Lyn,  mailer  of  a  (hip,  upon 
his  oath,  faid,  that  he  and  his  fhips  company  having 
lyen  fo  long  'at  Shields,  for  a  fair  wind,  with  the  fleet, 
that  when  they  had  fpent  all  their  provifions,  at  no 
time  could  outain  any  from  Shields, by  reafonobftru6l- 
ed  by  ihe  magiftrates,  and  having  fent  up  his  boat  and 
feme  of  his  men  for  fome  at  Newcaflle,  the  wind 
came  fair,  and  on  a  fudden  the  fhips  all  fet  fail  tq 
fea.  fo  that  he,  this  deponent  muft  loofe  the  protedion 
of  the  fleet,  and  hazard  himfelf  to  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  or  muft  leave  his  men  and  boat  behind,  which 
the  latter  he  did,  and  was  conflrained  to  drink  ftinking 
water  for  four  daies,  for  want  of  beer,  which  might 
be  conveniently  got  at  Shields,  and  he  was  in  greater 
danger  of  lofmg  his  fhip,  for  want  of  his  men. 

Hen.  Farrow. 


CHAP.     L. 

(A)'f'O.  Gardner;  of  London,  upon  her  oath.^  fald, 

_|_  that  within  this  feven  and  twenty  years,  or 

hereabouts,    fhe  knew   the   ufual    practice    of  the 

uayor,  and  burgelfes  of  Newcaftle,  was  to  ingrofs 

all 
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all  provifions  into  their  hands,  as  corn,  &c.  and 
have  kept  it*  in  their  corn  lofts  ||  till  fo  dear,  and 
at  fuch  high  and  exceffive  rates,  that  molt  peo- 
ple could  not  buy  it,  and  that  the  people  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  county  of  Durham,  being  in 
great  want  for  bread,  that  many  were  conllirained  to 
let  their  beafts  blood,  and  made  cakes  thereof,  to 
eat  inftead  of  bread,  and  in  the  fpring  time  many  of 
thofe  beafts  dyed,  being  over-blooded. 

(b)  Other  poor  people  killed  their  coal-horfes  for 
food,  fome  eating  dogs,  and  cats,  and  ftarved,  many 
ftarved  to  death*,  fixteen,  or  feventeen  dead,  in  a 
hole  together  ;  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  many  hun- 
dred bowles  of  corn  caft  into  the  river,  being* 
rotten,  and  mouldy,  and  eaten  with  rats,  and  fome 
of  thofe  people  boafting,  they  hoped  to  fee  the  day 
a  bowle  of  corns  price  fhould  buy  a  filk  gown. 
This  was  not  in  the  time  of  war,  and  the  countries 
might  have  had  plenty,  if  it  had  not  been  ingroffed 
by  them.     See  ftat.  5.  Eliz.  12.*  23.  Ed.  3.  6.*. 

Jo.  Gardner. 

Major  Will.  Burton,  late  member  of  parliament, 
Tho.  Hesilwood,  and  Wil.  Reavely,  proves 
the  like. 

(b)  Richard  Tayler,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  the 
mayor,  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  do  compel  all 
iron  and  other  necefTaries,  which  comes  in  by  fea, 
for  the  falt-pans  and  collieries  ufe,  at  and  near 
Shields,  to  be  carried  up  to  Newcaftle,  and  unladen 
upon  their  town-key,  at  the  charge  of  the  owner, 
and  to  pay  toule,  and  the  fame  veflels  forced  to  fail 
back  to  Shields  empty,  and  often  fuch  velTels  finks 
by  the  way,  and  their  own  veffels  mud  be  hired,  at 
their  own  rates,  to  carry  it  back  again  to  Shields, 
being  fometimes  fourteen  dales  in  getting  down 
thither,  though  prefeni  ufe  be  for  the  fame,    and 

divers 
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divers  times  call  away,  fo  that  fhlps  utterly  refufe 
'  to  bring  fuch  commodities,  to  be  put  to  fuch  un- 

neceffary  and  needlefs  trouble  and  charge,  and  this 
is  done  conftantly,  notwithftanding  all  duties  are 
paid,  and  the  fhip  or  veffel  comes  onely  for  fait  at 
Shields,  where  it  is  made,  and  not  to  Newcaftle, 
where  they  have  no  bufmefs.  See  ftat.  21.  Hen.  8. 
18. 

Rich.  Tatler. 
Will.  Reavely. 

(c)  It  were  lefs  damage  to  the  commonwealth,  for 
allowing  feamen,  for  their  encouragements,  5I.  cuf- 
tom-free  of  goods,  then  thus  to  be  abufed  by  meer 
pretences  of  lofs  of  cuftom,  efpecially,  by  fuch  who 
wrongs  the  cuftoms.     See  chap.  45.  (f). 


CHAP.     LI. 

(a)  a  LEXANDER  SYMONDS,  of  Lin,  mer- 
jQj^  chant,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  all  commo- 
dities, as  well  dead  vi£lual,  as  other  merchandize, 
are  compelled  up  to  Newcaftle,  which  comes  in  by 
fea,  and  there,,  by  the  mayor  and  burgefles,  are 
ingrolTed  and  bought  up  by  themj  nothing  to  be 
landed  elfewhere  but  at  Newcaftle,  notwithitandir.g 
all  ftiips  do  lye  at  Shields,  and  paftengers;  and  often 
in  ftormy  weather,  and  river  frozen,  none  can  pals 
too  and  fro,  for  any  relief  from  thence,  and  none  to 
be  had  elfewhere,  and  if  there  be  any,  it  is  feized 
on  by  them  of  Newcaftle,  and  confifcate  to  their 
own  ufe,  namely,  beer  from  one  Will.  Reavely, 
and  divers  others.  See  chap.  11.  (n),  47.  (a),  49. 
(d),  50.  (a). 

Alexander   Symonds,  and  Thomas  Cart- 
wright,  depofe  the  like. 

(b)  Captain 
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(b)  Captain  James  Greenaway,  of  London,  affirms, 
that  his  fliip  was  at  Shields,  in  company  with  a  fleet 
of  loaden  fliips,  where  they  all  had  lyen  a  long  time, 
for  a  fair  wind,  and  had  often  fpent  their  provifions ; 
on  a  fuciden  the  wind  came  fair,  and  the  whole  fleet 
fet  fail  for  London;  he,  this  deponent,  having  fpent 
all  his  bread,  could  get  but  two  dozen  at  both 
Shields,  yet  was  neceffitated  to  fet  to  fea  with  the 
fleet,  otherwife  had  loft  their  protection,  if  ftaid  till 
he  fent  to  Newcaftle,  for  bread. 

(b)  The  whole  fleet  being  at  fea,  the  wind  came 
trofs,  being  a  violent  fl:orm,  that  it  was  five  daies 
before  they  could  get  fo  high  as  Scarborough,  fome 
twenty  leagues  from  Newcaftle,  and  then  the  ftorm 
ceafed,  ?nd  he,  this  deponent,  got  aflioar  to  Scarbo- 
rough, for  bread,  when,  the  wind  coming  fair,  the 
fleet  failed  out  of  fight,  fo  he  loft  their  protedion  and 
company;  (G)  he,  getting  aboard,  and  failing  after 
them,  was  taken  by  a  Dunkirk  man  of  war,  loft  his 
fhip,  goods,  and  money,  his  Ihip  being  worth  800I. 
goods,  200I.  and  money,  400I.  all  which  might  have 
been  faved,  if  bread,  beer,  and  provifions  had  been 
admitted  to  be  fold  at  Shields.  Onely  are  hindered 
by  the  tyrannical  power  of  ,th^:  mayor,  and  burgefl^es 
of  JNev/caftle. 

Jaiues  Greenaway. 

(h)  John  Houlden,  upon  his  oath,  faid,  that  in  or 
about  the  year  1648,  a  mafter  of  a  ihip  was  arrefted, 
and  imprifoned,  onely  for  felling  of  a  little  corn,  to 
commiffary  Weft,  by  the  mayor  of  Nev/caftie,  he 
alleadging  the  town  was  not  ferved,  but  fir  Arthur 
Hazlerigge  caufed  the  mayor  to  releafe  the  faid 
mafter,  and  demanded  by  what  power,  law,  or  right, 
they  ought  to  imprifon  any  man,  for  felling  his  own 
commodity  in  the  market  or  key,  and  told  Mr, 
Ledger,  then  mayor,  if  he  did  not  releafe  him,  the- 
foukiiers  ihould. 

John  IIcLur.:;. 

(^  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     Llil. 

Many  poor  women  imprifoned,  and  hanged  for  witches. 

A.   Ha7ig?nan.     b.   Belhnan.    c.   Two  fergeants.  d. 
Witch-jinder  taking  his  money  for  his  work. 

(See  plate  3.  fig.  1.) 

(a)TOH.  wheeler,  of  London,  upon  his  oath, 
i  faid,  that  in,  or  about  the  years  1649,  and 
1650,  being  at  Newcaftle,  heard  that  the  magiftrates  ^ 
had  fent  two  of  their  fergeants,  namely,  Thomas 
Shevel,  and  Cuthbert  Nicholfon,  into  Scotland,  to 
agree  with  a  fcotch-man,  who  pretended  knowledge 
to  finde  out  witches,  by  pricking  them  with  pins, 
to  come  to  Newcaftle,  where  he  fhould  try  fuch  who 
fhould  be  brought  to  him,  and  to  have  twenty- 
fhillings  a  peece,  for  all  he  could  condemn  as  witches, 
and  free  paflage  thither  and  back  again. 

(b)  When  the  fergeants  had  brought  the  faid 
witch-finder  on  horfe-back,  to  town,  the  magiftrates 
fent  their  bell-man  through  the  town,  ringing  his 
bell,  and  crying,  all  people  that  would  bring  in  any 
complaint  againft  any  woman  for  a  witch,  they 
Ihould  be  fent  for,  and  tryed  by  the  perfon  ap- 
pointed. 

(c)  Thirty  women  were  brought  into  the  town- 
hall,  and  ftript,  and  then  openly  had  pins  thruft 
into  their  bodies,  and  moft  of  them  was  found 
guilty,  *  near  twenty  feven  of  them  by  him,  and 
let  afide. 

(d)  The  faid  reputed  witch-finder,  acquainted 
lieut.  colonel  Hobfon,  that  he  knew  women,  whether 
they  were  witches  or  no,  by  their  looks,  and  when 
the  faid  perfon  was  fearching  of  a  perfonable,  and 
good^-like  woman,  the  faid  colonel  replyed,  and  laid, 

furely 
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furely  this  woman  is  none,  and  need  not  be  tryed, 
but  the  fcotch-man  faid  fhe  was,  for  the  town  faid 
fhe  was,  and  therefore  he  would  try  her ;  and  pre- 
fently  in  fight  of  all  the  people,  laid  her  body  naked 
to  the  wafte,  with  her  cloaths  over  her  head,  by 
Avhich  fright  and  fhame,  all  her  blood  contracted 
into  one  part  of  her  body,  and  then  he  ran  a  pin 
into  her  thigh,  and  then  fuddenly  let  her  coats  fall, 
and  then  demanded  whether  flie  had  nothing  of  his 
in  her  body,  but  did  not  bleed,  but  flie  being 
amazed,  replied  little,  then  he  put  his  hand  up  her 
coats,  and  pulled  out  the  pin,  and  fet  her  afide  as  a 
guilty  perfon,  and  child  of  the  devil,  and  fell  to  try 
others  whom  he  made  guilty. 

(e)  Lieutenant  colonel  Hobfon,  perceiving  the  ^ 
alteration  of  the  forefaid  woman,  by  her  blood 
fettling  in  her  right  parts,  caufed  that  woman  to  be 
brought  again,  and  her  cloaths  pulled  up  to  her 
thigh,  and  required  the  fcot  to  run  the  pin  into  the 
fame  place,  and  then  it  gufhed  out  of  blood,  and 
the  faid  fcot  cleared  her,  and  faid,  Ihe  was  not  a 
child  of  the  devil. 

(f)  So  foon  as  he  had  done,  and  received  his 
wages,  he  went  into  Northumberland,  to  try 
women  there,  where  he  got  of  fome,  three  pound 
a  peece,  but  Henry  Ogle,  efq.  a  late  member  of 
parliament,  laid  hold  on  him,  and  required  bond  of 
him,  to  anfwer  the  feffions,  but  he  got  away  for 
Scotland,  and  it  was  conceived,  if  he  had  ftaid,  he 
would  have  made  moft  of  the  women  in  the  north, 
'wvitches,  for  mony. 

(g)  The  names  of  the  prifoners  that  were  to  be 
executed,  being  kept  in  prifon  till  the  aiTizes,  and 
then  condemned  by  the  jury,  being  burgeifes,  were, 
Matthew  Bulmer,  Eliz.  Anderfon,  Jane  Hunter, 
Mary  Pots,  Alice  Hume,  Elianor  Rogerfon,  Mar- 
garet MufFet,  Margaret  Maddifon,  Eliz.  Brown, 
Margaret  3rown,  Jane  Copeland,  Ann  Watfon, 
Elianor  Henderfon,  Elizabeth  Dobfon,,  and  leather 
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rme  Coultor.  Thefe  poor  fouls  never  confefled  any 
thing,  but  pleaded  innocence,  and  one  of  them,  by 
name,  Margaret  Brown,  befeeched  God  that  fome 
remarkable  fign  might  be  feen,  at  the  time  of  their 
execution,  to  evidence  their  innocericy,  and  as  foon 
as  ever  fhe  was  turned  off  the  ladder,  her  blood 
gufhed  out  upon  the  people,  to  admiration  of  the 
beholders. 

John  Wheeler,  Elianor  Lumsdel,  and 

Bartholomew    Hodshon,    proves   ihe 

like. 

(h)  The  faid  witch-finder  was  laid  hold  on  in 
Scotland,  caft  into  prifon,  indided,  arraigned,  and 
condemned  for  fuch  like  villanie,  exercifed  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  upon  the  gallows,  he  confeffed  he  had  been 
the  death  of  above  two  hundred  and  twenty  women, 
in  England,  and  Scotland,  for  the  gain  of  twenty 
fhillings  a  peece,  and  befeeched  forgivenefs,  and 
was  executed. 

(i)  The  judgement,  nor  execution,  is  not  in  quef- 
tion,  nor  queltioned,  being  ordinary,  but  onely,  it 
being  defired  to  know,  by  what  law  the  magiftrates 
of  Newcaftle  could  fend  into  another  nation,  for  a 
mercinary  perfon,  to  try  women  for  witches,  and 
a  bell-man,  to  cry  for  them  to  be  brought  in,  and 
twenty  Ihillings  a  peece  given  him,  to  condemn 
them  ? 

(k)  Query,  and  by  what  law  men  are  hired  to 
give  evidence,  to  take  away  peoples  lives,  and  the 
convi(5led  eftates  to  come  to  the  jurors,  beino-  ex- 
traordmary. 

The  lord  protestor,  commands  all  judges,  juftices,i 
and  witneffes,  to  appear  to  execute  juilice,  and  give 
evidence  gratis. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  charter,  grants  to  the 
mayor  and  burgeffes,  all  fines,  and  felons  goods  in 
that  town  and  liberties.  Zech.  ii.  5.    See  chap.  58. 

(CD). 
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CHAP.     LV. 

A.  Robert  Sharp.       b.  Ann  Bidlejlone, 

(See  plate  3.  fig.   2.) 

(a)'I'OHN  WILLIS,  of  Ipfwich,  upon  his  oath» 
J_  laid,  that  he,  this  deponent,  was  inNewcaftle, 
fix  months  ago,  and  there  he  faw  one  Ann  Bidle- 
ftone,  dro^'-e  through  the  ftreets,  by  an  officer  of  the 
fame  corporation,  holding  a  rope  in  his  hand,  the 
other  end  faftened  to  an  engine,  called  the  branks, 
which  is  like  a  crown,  it  being  of  iron,  which  was 
mulled,*  over  the  head  and  face,  with  a  great  gap, 
or  tongue  of  iron,  forced  into  her  mouth,  which 
forced  the  blood  out,  and  that  is  the  punifhment 
which  the  magiflrates  do  inflift  upon  chiding, 
and  fcoulding  women,  and  that  he  hath  often  feen 
the  like  done  to  others. 

(b)  He,  this  deponent,   further  affirms,  that  he 
^  hath  feen  men  drove  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  with 

a  great  tub,  or  barrel,  opened  in  the  fides,  with  a 
hole  in  one  end,  to  put  through  their  heads,  and 
fo  cover  their  fhoulders  and  bodies,  down  to  the 
fmall  of  their  legs,  and  then  clofe  the  fame,  called 
the  new  faffiioned  cloak,  and  fo  make  them  march 
to  the  view  of  all  beholders ;  and  this  is  their 
punifhment  for  drunkards,  or  the  like. 

(c)  This  deponent  further  teftifies,  that  the  mer- 
chants, and  flioe-makers  of  the  laid  corporation, 
will  not  take  any  apprentice  under  ten  years  fervi- 
tude,  and  knoweth  many  bound  for  the  fame  terme, 
and  cannot  obtain  freedome  without.  5  Eliz.  4. 

Thefe  are  fuch  pradices  as  are  not  granted  by 
their  charter  law,  and  are  repugnant  to  the  known 
laws  of  England. 

(d)  Drunkards  are  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  fliillings 
to  the  poor,  to  be  paid  within,  one  week,  or  be  fet 
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in  the  flocks  fix  hours ;  for  the  fecond  offence,  to  be 
bound  to  the  good  behaviour,  i.  k.  James,  9.  21.  7. 

(e)  Sccuids  are  to  be  duckf  over  head  and  ears, 
into  the  water,  in  a  ducking-flool. 

(f)  And  apprentices  are  to  ferve  but  feven  years, 
5.  Eliz.  4. 

I  was  certainly  informed,  by  perfons  of  worth, 
that  the  punifliments  above,  are  but  gentle  admoni- 
tions, to  what  they  knew  was  atled  by  two  magiftra- 
tes  of  Newcaftle,  one  for  killing  a  poor  workman  of 
his  own,  and  being  queftioned  for  it,  and  condemn- 
ed, compounded  with  king  James  for  it,  paying  to 
a  fcotch  lord  his  weight  in  gold  and  (ilver,  every 
feven  years,  or  thereabouts,  &c.  the  other  magiftrate 
found  a  poor  man  cutting  a  few  horfe -flicks  in  his 
wood,  for  which  offence,  he  bound  hira  to  a  tree, 
and  whipt  him  to  death.  Related  by  William  Wall,, 
vintner,  in  Gates-fide,  Tho.  Watfon,  fcrivenor,  on 
fand-hill,  and  Ralph  Watfon,  late  minifter  in  Nor? 
thumberland. 


CHAP.     LVI. 

(a)  ij'IVE  and  twenty  years  ago,  upon  the  trial 
1"^  with  the  mayor,  and  burgeifes  of  Newcaflle, 
and  fir  Robert  *  Heath,  the  judgement  of  the  moft 
ancient  and  experienced  maflers  of  the  trinity- 
houfe,  in  London,  were  required,  in  anfwer  to  the 
town  of  Newcaflles  objections,  as  is  upon  record  in 
the  trinity-houfe. 

(b)  Newcaflles  faith,  if  ballafl-flioars  be  fuffered 
to  be  built  at,  or  near  the  Shields*  it  would  hinder 
the  towns  trade,  and  endanger  the  river  of  Tyne ; 
neither  can  any  ballafl-flioars  be  built  at  Shields, 
below  a  full  fea-mark,  or  in  any  part  of  the  river, 

by 


JARROVV-SLIKE.  ^^9 

by  any  but  Newcaftle,  by  reafon  all  that  ground,  to 
a  full' fea  mark,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  is  the 
towns,  by  charter,  from  Sparhawke  to  Headvvin 
Itreams,  fourteen  miles  in  length.  See  chap.  20. 
(a),  19.  (e.g). 

(c)  Anfwer,  to  the  firil.  It  will  not  hinder  the 
town  of  trade,  but  advantage  the  whole  nation, 
efpecially  that  town,  by  reafon  double  trade  v^^ill  be 
drove  thereby,  and  caufe  coals  to  be  cheaper  at  half 
rates,  then  now  they  are  at,  and  the  river  better  pre- 
fer ved. 

(d)  Secondly,  it  will  better  the  river;  for  inning  of 
void  and  wafte  grounds,  and  flats  in  rivers,  caufeth 
the  ftreams  to  be  more  ftrong,  and  run  more  fwift, 
which  thereby  will  fcowr  and  cleanfe  the  channel, 
and  confequently  gain  more  water  to  the  "river,  pre- 
ferve  the  banks  from  falling  into  it,  help  navigation; 
for  the  deeper  the  water,  the  more  navigable,  the 
lefle  danger,  and  more  fafety  for  fhips.  See  chap. 
19,  (h)*. 

(e)  It  i^  alfo  anfwered,  by  others,  if  the  ground,  to 
a  full  fea-mark,  be  theirs,  then  why  fhould  they 
proffer  to  king  Charles,*  two  hundred  pound,  for 
Jarrow-flike,  1637,  all  which  the  water  covers,  and 
is  within  a  full  fea-mark.     See  20.  chap.  (c.d). 

(f)  Alfo,  why  fnould  Thomas  Bonner,  the  alder- 
man, buy  fir  Henry  Gibs  his  ballad  ihoar,  to  a  low 
water-mark,  at  Jarrow,  for  his  ufe,  from  the  town, 
(were  it  theirs  before  ?) 

(g)  And  why  fliould  Mr.  Gibfon  *  fwear,  none  of 
that  ground,  which  they  claim  to  a  full  fea-mark  is   - 
theirs  ?     See  34.  chap.  (b). 

(h)  In  the  treafury,  at  Weftminflcr,  thofe  ancient 
records,  will  quickly  decide  the  controverfie,  making 
it  appear,  that  the  one  third  part  of  the  river,  on  the 
fouth-fide,  belongs  to  the  gentry  of  the  county  ol 
Durham,  and  all  grounds  to  a  low  water-mark;  and 
the  like  on  the  north-fide,  to  the  gentry  of  Northum- 
berland; and  the  other  third  part  free,  for  Ihips  and 
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veffels  to  fall  too  and  fro,  for  the  reilef  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.    See   chap.    34.   (a),    (*),    (b).    See    chap. 

■         4.(*).    . 

(i)  It  is  too  much,  that  the  corporation  fhould  be 
lords  of  both  the  fea  and  all  the  land,  and  it  is  too 
little,  the  commoners,  in  both  counties,  fhould  have 
neither  fea  nor  land,  being  born  to  all  aiike. 

A  quo  warranto  would  know,  by  what  power  they 
daim  one  Ihilling  for  every  ballaft  bill,  one  fliiliing 
for  every  fait  bill,  three  pence  for  every  chalder  of 
coals,  two  pence  for  every  weigh  of  fait,  and  eight 
pence  the  tun,  for  all  ballaft,  and  I  am  confidently 
perfwaded  (k)  would  void  them  all,  for  they  are 
neither  cuftomary,  nor  warrantable  by  law,  (fo  un- 
lawful ;)  as  for  other  duties,  as  tunage  and  pound- 
age, cuftomes,  lightage,  otherwife  called  beaconage, 
boyage,  for  maintaining  of  peers,  and  ancoridge 
with  tole,  it  will  hardly  be  queflioned,  except  abufed. 
Let  them  complain  that  are  agrieved,  &c.  See  flat. 
30.  Edw.  I.  1301. 

Inftead  of  a  mayor,  in  that,  and  fuch  like  corpo- 
rations, a  king  Cattelus  fpirit  to  govern,  were  better, 
who  hanged  up  all  oppreffors  of  the  poor,  for  an  ex- 
ample, whereby  he  reigned  twenty  yeers  in  peace; 
alfo  a  Lud,  who  made  good  laws,  and  took  away  all 
ufages  that  were  bad,  and  reigned  long  in  peace  and 
plenty. 


CHAP. 
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HIS  EXCELLENCIE,  OLIVER  CROMWELL, 

Generall  of  all  the  forces  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  chancellnur  of  the  univerjity  of  Oxford, 
lord  prote6lor  of  England^  Scotland^  and  Ireland, 

CHAP.     LIV. 

An  afl  for  a  free-trade^  in  the  river  of  Tyne^  for 
coalsi  fait,  ^c. 

(a)  T"^  THE  RE  AS  trade  and  commerce  is  become 
\\  now,  more  than  formerly,  the  intereft 
of  this  nation,  and  it  is  therefore  the  duty,  as  well  as 
the  wifdome  of  this  parliament,  to  fecure  and  ad- 
vance the  fame,  and  in  order  thereunto,  and  for 
other  great  ends  of  honour  and  fafety,  to  increafe 
the  (hipping,  and  incourage  navigation;  and  whereas 
a  great  part  of  the  flock,  and  wealth  of  this  nation, 
lyes  in  the  well  hufbanding  and  managing  of  thofe 
home  commodities,  of  coals  and  fait,  milftones, 
glafle,  the  chief  trade  whereof  is  exercifed  upon  the 
river  of  Tyne,  and  in  the  county  of  Northumberland 
and  Durham. 

(b)  And  whereas  the  parliament  hath  been  in- 
formed of  great  exorbitances,  done,  and  committed^ 
by  the  town  and  corporation  of  Newcadle,  upon 
pretence  and  colour  of  pov/ers,  priviledges,  and  fran- 
chifes,  granted  to  the  faid  corporation,  whereby  it 
appears,  (c)  that  the  free  and  quick  trade  of  thofe 
flaple  commodities,  hath  been  much  obllructed,  the 
river  made  dangerous,  and  in  many  places  almofl 
un-navigable,  and  encreafe  of  fliipping,  fa  confide- 
rable  a  nurcery  of  marriners,  greatly  ruined,  and 
navigation  too  much  difcouraged;  for  remedy  herein, 

(d)  Be  it  enafted,  declared,  and  ordained,  by 
this  prefent  parliament,  and  by  the  authority  thereof, 
ihat  all   former   powers,    priviledges,   and    grants-, 
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made,  and  granted  to  the  town  and  corporation  of 
Newcaitie,  or  to  any  other  perfon,  or  perfons  what- 
Ibever,  for  the  confer vancy  of  the  river  of  Tyne,  be, 
and  are  hereby  repealed,  made  void,  and  null,  and 
the  committee  of  the  admiralty,  by  authority  of 
parliament,  or  any  five  of  them,,  be,  and  are  hereby 
authorized,  and  required,  to  nominate  and  appoint, 
fit  and  able  perfons,  as  well  of  the  counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham,  fea-coaft,  and  port 
of  London,  as  of  the  town  and  corporation  of  Nev/- 
caftle,  to  have  the  charge  of,  and  to  be  confervators 
of  the  river  of  lyne,  and  to  inveil,  and  impower 
the  faid  perfons,  with  all  priviledges  and  power  ne- 
ceifary,  to  enable  them  for  the  better,  and  more 
efteftual  carrying  on,  and  performance  of  the  faid 
fervice. 

(e)  And  the  faid  commiffioners  are  hereby  fur- 
ther impowered,  and  enable  from  time  to  time,  to 
give,  and  prefcribe  unto  the  faid  confervators,  rules, 
and  iuftrudions,  for  to  obferve  and  purfue,  and  to 
require  obedience  thereunto,  and  to  receive  and 
examine  complaints,  and  to  hear  witnefl'es,  upon 
oath,  (which  oath,  they,  the  commiffioners,  or  any 
three  of  them,  are  hereby  enabled  to  adminiller)  and 
to  punifh  offenders,  by  reafonable  hne,  and  punifii- 
ment,  by  imprifonment,  and  to  difplace,  and  to  re- 
move confervators,  upon  pfl  and  reafonable  caufe, 
and  to  lelTen,  or  adde  to  their  number,  as  they  fliall 
fee  caufe,  and  to  direft  and  order  all  other  matters 
lequifite,  and  neceffary,  for  the  confervancy  of  fo 
famous  and  commodious  a  river,  and  for  preventing 
of  all  fuch  damages,  mifchiefs,  and  newfances,  as 
may  hurt,  or  ruine  the  fame,  and  to  fettle  a  flipend 
upon  the  faid  confervators,  and  to  direct  the  fame, 
and  other  neceffaries,  and  incident  charges,  to  be 
allowed,  and  iffue  out  of  the  profits  of  the  faid 
river. 

(f)  And  be  it  further  enadled,  and  ordained,  that 
fuf^cient  and  well  fenced  balhfl  fhoars,  keys,  and 
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i^eaths,  be  built  and  erefl:ed,  either  at  Shields,  or 
fuch  other  convenient  place,  as  the  faid  confervators, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  fhall  think  fitting  ;  and 
the  faid  confervators,  are  authorifed  and  required,  to 
ufe  and  dired,  all  good  wayes  and  means,  according 
to  fuch  powers  and  direftions,  as  they  fliall  from 
time  to  time  receive,  from  the  laid  commiiHoners  of 
the  admiralty,  to  prevent  and  remedy  all  damai^es, 
that  may  happen,  by  lolTe  of  flnps,  and  mens  lives,  at 
fea,  by  calling  their  ballaft  over-board,  or  into  the 
river,  at  unfeafonable  times,  or  unfitting  places,  or 
from  the  ballaft-lhoars,  being  carelefsly  kept,  through 
great  viands,  rains,  or  other  cafualties,  wa filing  down 
the  ballaft,  and  that  from  henceforth,  no  mailers  of 
any  Ihips,  or  other  veflels,  be  conftrained  to  go  up 
the  river,  and  to  heave  out  their  ballall,  at  the  llioars 
belonging  to  the  town  of  Newcallle,  or  be  hindred 
to  load  coals,  or  difcharge  their  ballall,  where  they 
may,  with  molt  conveniency  and  fafety,  perform  it, 
as  well  to  the  road-Heads  itfelf,  as  to  their  lliipping. 

(g)  And  further,  that  all  mailers  of  Ihips,  trading 
to  the  faid  river  of  Tyne,  have  hereby  liberty  and 
power,  to  make  ufe  within  the  laid  river,  of  what 
Ihip-carpenter,  or  (hipAvright,  or  other  artificers,  or 
perfons,  they  pleafe,  and  find  fitted  for  their  own 
conveniency,  in  times  of  dillreffe  and  necelTity. 

(h)  And  of  what  able  fea-men  they  Ihall  think  fit, 
for  pilots. 

(i)  And  have  hereby  liberty  to  buy,  or  take  in,  at 
any  place  of  the  faid  port,  or  river,  bread,  and  beer, 
and  other  necellaries,  for  their  ov^^n  fpending  and 
viclualling. 

(k)  And  that  all  goods  and  provifions,  which 
come  in  by  fea,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fait  w'orks,  col- 
ieries,  and  other  buildings,  at,  or  near  the  Shields, 
may  be  delivered  at  the  Shields,  courfe  being  taken 
for  paying  and  fatisfying  all  duties,  payable  for  the 
faid  goods  and  provifions.  ' 

E.  2  (l^  And 
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(l)  And  all  perfons,  who  are  willing,  are  hereby 
encouraged,  and  have  liberty,  to  build  fhips  and  vel- 
fels,  on  the  faid  river,  for  the  encreale  of  trade  and 
navigation. 

(m)  And  that  all  this  be  done  without  any  fine, 
imprifonment,  confifcation,  or  other  moleftation  of 
any  perfon,  vefleil,  or  goods,  for,  or  in  reference  to 
any  of  the  premifes,  any  law,  ufage,  practice, 
cuftome,  priviledge,  grant,  charter,  or  other  pre- 
tence whatfoever,  to  the  contrary,  notwithftanding : 
Provided  alwayes, 

(n)  And  it  is  hereby  enabled,  that  no  fhip,  or 
veifell  whatfoever,  that  fhall  bring  in  any  kind  of 
merchandize,  or  grain,  for  the  proper  ufe  of  the 
town  of  Newcaftle,  ufually  coming  to  the  faid 
town  of  Newcaftle,  and  places  adjacent,  beyond, 
ihall  deliver,  or  land  the  fame,  or  any  part  thereof, 
at  any  other  place,  v/ithin  the  faid  harbour  or  port, 
but  at  the  faid  town,  or,  as  near  to  it  as  formerly 
have  been  accuftomed. 

(o)  And  to  the  end  fo  ufeful  a  commodity,  as  that 
of  fea-coal,  wherein  the  poor  of  this  commonwealth 
are  fo  principally  concerned,  may  come  cheaper  to  the 
market, and  that  coal-owners  may  not  be  in  aworfecon- 
ditlon,  then  the  reft  of  the  free  people  of  this  nation, 

Be  it  enacted,  and  ordained,  that  the  faid  coal- 
owners,  in  the  refpe£i:ive  counties,  adjacent  to  that 
river,  may,  and  have  hereby  liberty,  to  let  leafes  of 
their  coal-pits,  and  to  fell  their  coals  to  whom  they 
pleafe,  as  well  to  fhips,  as  elfe-where,  for  benefit  of 
the  public,  though  they  be  not  free  of  that  corpora- 
tion of  Newcaftle,  due  courfe  being  taken  for  fecu- 
ring,  paying,  and  fatisfying  to  the  ftate,  all  duties 
payable  thereupon. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  North-Shields,  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  be  made  a  market- 
town,  two  dayes  in  the  week,  to  be  holden,  on  Mun- 
day,  and  Thurfday,  for  the  relief  of  the  country, 
the  garrifon  of  Tynemouth  caftle,  the  great  con- 
fluence 
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flucnce  of  people,  and  fleets  of  fhips,  and  that  the 
conimillioners  of  the  great  feal,  be  hereby  authorized, 
to  iffue  out  fuch  powers  as  are  requifite,  and  ufually 
done,  to  other  markets  in  the  commonwealth. 

^his  is  the  copy  of  what  was  to  have  paffed^  after 
debate^  f  the  late  parliament  had  continue d^  iffc, 
appoijiied  to  be  drawn  up  by  order* 

AVING  tviven  a  Ihort  relation  of  the  fad  events 
by  charters,  and  acted  by  fubjeds,  I  fhall 
now  trouble  your  eye  and  ear,  to  hear  what  kings 
have  done  to  thefe  poor  northern  people  formerly, 
therefore  now  deliverance  is  expedted,  &c.  leaving  it 
to  the  judgement  of  the  reader,  to  judge  whether 
it  be  not  time,  &c.  viz. 

The  danes  laid  claim  to  the  crown  of  England, 
the  kings  laid  claim  to  the  peoples  lives,  and  corpo- 
rations to  their  eftates,  (what  was  free?)  judge  what 
reafon  England  hath  to  fubmit  to  thofe  illegal  charter- 
laws,  invented  by  a  prerogative,  whofe  ufurpation  was 
not  to  be  owned,  as  by  the  fequell  appears.  King  Har- 
rold  who  aiTumed  the  crown  of  England  to  himfelf, 
lead  an  army  to  battell  in  Sufiex,  where  William  the 
conqueror,  badard  earle  of  Normandy,  met  him,  ha- 
ving the  affiilance  of  the  earle  of  Flanders,  by  reafon 
he  was  promifed  a  good  part  of  England,  if  he  con- 
quered it,  at  which  place,  king  Harrold  was  killed, 
and  fixty  feven  thoufand,  nine  hundred  feventy  four 
englifh-men,  in  the  year  1060,  at  v/hich  time  he  con- 
fumed  many  towns,  fubduing  where  ever  he  came, 
except  Kent,  who  contracted,  to  hold  their  land  in 
gavel-kind,  all  England  elfe  being  over-come  by 
this  faid  ftranger,  &c. 

When  the  Normans  ruled  England,  the  laws  were 
in  that  tongue,  but  they  being  extinguilhed,  we  fmd 
the  benefit  of  our  laws,  in  our  own  tongue,  and 
doubts  not  but  to  be  reflored  to  our  ancient  right, 
for  fo  long  as  monarchs  were   rulers,  monopolies 

were 
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were  in  force,  but  now  fuch  power  being  thrown  out 
of  doors,  and  being  become  a  civill  free  flate,  under 
the  government  of  our  own  free-born,  chofen,  ac- 
cording to  the  command  of  God,  as  Deut.  17.  14, 
15.  by  which  monopolizers  dare  not  alTume  to  peti- 
tion for  a  revival  of  fuch  their  illegal  grants,  being 
found  to  be  the  greatell  of  evills  in  a  commonwealth. 

All  kings  were  fworn,  that  juftice  fliould  neither 
be  bought  nor  fold,  nor  any  hindred  from  it,  to  or- 
dain good  laws,  and  withfland  all  rapines,  and  falfe 
judgements. 

Charters  are  no  other  than  commiffioiis,  impowr- 
ing  perfons,  uncapable  of  the  laws,  to  be  judges  and 
]uitices,  in- every  refpedive  corporation,  which  char- 
ter and  commiflion  is  fold,  and  the  members  thereof 
,  are  judges,  in  their  own  caufes.  So  juftice  is  both 
bought,  and  fold,  befides  breach  of  oath,  neither  can 
a  foreigner  obtain  any  right,  if  it  be  againft  the  faid 
corporation,  fo  that  it  is  right  in  thefe  judges  judge- 
ment to  do  wrongv 

IjJjall  give  you  a  fiDort  relation  of  the  miferies,  ths 
county  of  Northumberland  hath  tajied  of  to  this  day^ 
from  William  the  conqueror y  and  what  little  need 
there  is  Ne-wcaflle/I^ould  fo  tyrannize  over  them,  isc* 

WILLIAM  the  conqueror,  having  killed  many, 
and  deflroyed  the  land,  and  brought  under 
his  fubjeftion,  the  people,  caufed  fuch  who  did  op- 
pofe  his  forces,  at  Ely,  to  have  their  legs  and  handij 
cut  off,  and  their  eyes  put  out,  and  then  gave  libe- 
rally to  all  his  Norman  race,  earldoms,  baronies, 
bifhopricks,  honours,  manners,  dignities,  and  farms, 
all  being  got  by  the  fword ;  upon  his  divihons,  &c, 
the  earle  of  Flanders  fent  to  know  what  part  he 
fliould  have  for  afTilling  him,  who  fent  him  word, 
nothing  at  all,  by  reafon  all  was  but  little  enough  for 
himfelf;  then  he  gave  to  his  fon,  Robert  Cuming, 
the  earldom  of  Northumberland,  who  in  poffefling 

of 
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ot  it,  aded  fuch  cruelty^  with  his  army,  which  came 
agHinft  Malcolm,  king  of  the  fcots.  The  laid  Robert 
built  the  caftle,  called  the  NeWcaflle,  upon  the  river 
of  Tyne,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  about 
v/hich  was  built  the  town,  called  Newcaflle,  the  town 
taking  its  name  from  the  Newcaftle,  and  not  the 
caltle  from  the  town  ;  the  faid  Northumberland  be- 
ing fo  opprelled,  that  they  fell  upon  Robert,  fon  to 
the  conqueror,  killed  him,  and  his  whole  army,  up- 
on which,  William  the  conqueror  fent  another  army, 
who  had  command,  to  kill  both  men,  women,  and 
children,  who  did  it,  and  wafted  the  whole  county, 
that  for  nine  yeers  there  was  not  any  food  to  be  got, 
and  fuch  who  had  hid  themfelves  in  coal-pits,  and 
other  places,  were  conftrained  to  eat  dogs  and  cats, 
dead  horfes,  and  mens  flefh,  and  many  of  them  ftarv- 
ed  to  death,  all  which  nine  years  time,  not  any 
ground  tilled. 

Northumberland  being  recruted,  and  moft  fname- 
fully  abufed,  by  the  bifhop  of  Durham,  who  killed 
Levifus,  was  killed  by  them,  for  which,  William  the 
conqueror  fent  down  Odo,  with  an  army,  who  to- 
tally laid  Northumberland  to  wafte,  cut  off  the 
heads  of  all  the  people,  after  they  had  difmembered 
them. 

Little  of  conteffion,  or  repentance,  was  by  king 
John,  as  was  by  William  the  conqueror,  for  he,  up- 
on his  arreft,  at  the  fuit  of  death,  confeffed  he  had 
committed  many  outrages,  and  won  England  by 
the  fword,  and  not  by  inheritance,  and  was  hear- 
tily lorry  for  the  wrongs  he  had  done,  and  required 
his  body  to  be  buried,  at  Cain,  in  Normandy. 
When  he  was  dead,  they  would  not  afford  him  a 
burial-place,  till  fuch  time  as  one  of  his  relations  v/as 
conftrained,  to  purchafe  fo  much  ground,  but  foon 
after  they  defaced  his  tomb,  took  up  his  bones,  and 
brake  them,  and  call  them  away. 

In  the  fifteenth  year  of  king  Richard  the  fecond, 
the  fcots  burnt  all   the  town.^  of  Northumberland, 

and 
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and  the  north,  as  far  as  York,  except  Rippon,  who 
redeemed  themfelves  with  a  fum  of  mony. 

In  the  fixth  year  of  king  Edward  the  third,  1332, 
a  great  battel  was  fought  between  the  engliili  and 
the  fcots,  near  Barwick,  where  was  killed,  eight 
earls,  fifteen  hundred  horfe,  and  thirty  five  thou- 
fand  foot. 

In  the  thirteenth  year  of  king  Edward  the  third, 
1339,  an  inundation  of  water  furmounted  the  wall 
of  Newcaftle,  and  broke  down  fix  pearches  in 
length,  and  drowned  one  hundred  and  fixty  perfons, 
neerthe  wark  knowl. 

In  the  year  1345,  William  Douglas  lead  into 
Northumberland,  above  thirty  thoufand  fcots,  and 
fired  manv  towns,  but  was  overcome,  by  a  ftrata- 
gem  with  bifliop  Ogle. 

The  next  year,  1346,  king  David,  king  of  the 
fcots,  entered  Northumberland,  with  a  great  army^ 
and  fought  at  Nevils-CrolTe,  w^here  he  was  over- 
thrown, himfelf  taken  prifoner,  by  one  Copland  of 
Northumberland,  who  had  fi.ve  hundred  pound  per 
annum,  (riven  to  him,  and  to  his  heirs  for  ever. 

In  king  Richard  the  feconds  dayes,  1379,  the 
fcots  entered  England,  and  killed  all  men,  women, 
and  children,  in  the  north  parts,  notwithftanding 
the  plague    was    forely   amongft    them. 

1383.  The  fcots  entered  England,  and  lead  all 
the  people  away  prifoners,  that  were  in  Northumber- 
land, and  laid  that  county  to  wafle. 

1384.  They  entered  again,  and  did  the  like. 
1389,     The  fcots  again  invaded  England,  where 

a  great  battel  was  fought,  at  Otterborn,  in  Nor- 
thumberland, where  they  were  over-thrown,  and 
eleven  hundred  killed,  and  thirty  thoufand  put  to 
flight,  who,  upon  their  flight,  killed  men,  women, 
and  fucking  babes,  and  filled  houfes  with  people, 
two  hundred  in  a  houfe,  and  then  fliut  the  doors j 
and  fired  the  houfes. 

'399- 
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1399.  King  Richard  the  fecond,  caufed  feven- 
tecn  couiuies  to  be  indicted,  pretending  they  were 
all  againlt  him,  with  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  Arundel, 
and  Warwick,  and  conimanded  them  all,  to  give  it 
under  their  hands,  and  Teals,  that  they  were  traytors, 
thouijh  indeed  thev  never  were,  and  then  he  makes 
them  pay,  fome  a  thoufand  pound,  fome  more, 
fonie  lelTe. 

King  Henry  the  fourth.  Great  fights  were  be- 
tween Douglas  and  Piercy,  in  the  north. 

And  in  the  years  1639,  and  1643,  ^^^  1648,  it 
being  well  knov/n  to  allj  the  mifery  they  brought 
upon  the  north,  and  heavy  impofitions,  both  upon 
the  north,  and  fouth  parts,  as  appears,  in  the  clofe  of 
the  epillle  to  the  reader,  Sec 

It  is  no  fmall  mercy,  that  we  now  live  fo  in  peace, 
here  being  none  of  thofe  bloody  times ;  and  our 
anceflors  would  willingly  have  enjoyed  this  mercy  } 
and  we  hunger  after  blood,  which  they  wallowed  in. 
What  bloody  minded  men  are  thefe  ?  I  wifh  them  in 
better  minds,  and  to  be  contented  with  that,  which, 
in  former  times,  could  not  be  obtained. 

Many  have  admired  the  poverty  of  Northumber- 
land, as  well  they  may,  for  what  with  the  bloody 
tyrants,  the  fcots,  on  the  north  of  that  poor  county, 
and  oppreflive  corporation  of  Newcaftle,  on  the  fouih 
thereof,  bounded  in  with  the  high-lands,  on  the  weft, 
and  the  fea,  on  the  eaft,  that  it  can  get  nothing  but 
ftrokes,  and  worHed  out  of  what  they  have,  and  not 
being  tollerated  to  make  ufe  of  their  own,  and  cold 
blafts  from  the  fea ;  but  it  would  be  otherwife,  if 
fuch  gentlemen  might  be  re-imburfed,  for  fuch  funis 
of  money,  as  they  would  expend,  to  vend  coals  out 
of  Hartly,  Blithe,  and  Bedlington  rivers,  which  be 
convenient  places,  to  vend  them  at,  after  fome 
charge,  which  would  be  done,  by  having,  either  their 
money  again,  or  cuftome  free,  for  fome  years,  to 
re-imburfe  them,  which  would  not  onely  make  that 
poor  courity  as   rich  as  any  iS;  but  reduce  the  ex- 

S  ceifive 
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ceflive  rates  of  coals,  and  fait,  and  bring  in  many 
thoufands  per  annum,  into  the  public  revenew,  &c. 
enable  the  people  to  be  ferviceable,  and  abundantly 
increafe  trade,  and  navigation,  as  alfo,  there  being  as 
good  coals,  as  poflibly  can  be  burnt,  which  now 
lyes,  &c.  and  others,  not  knowing  their  right,  is 
ilript  of  it. 

But  if  one  thing  they  look  after,  which  is  to 
examine  fome  records,  they  may  perceive  what  is 
their  rights,  and  which  was,  efpecially  in  a  book, 
lodged  in  the  exchequer,  made  in  the  year  io8o,  it 
being  called  Domus  Dei,  or  Dooms  day,  being  a  per- 
fect ftirvey,  of  all  the  lands  in  England,  the  rent, 
value,  quantity,  &c.  by  which,  William  the  con- 
queror, taxed  the  whole  nation,  and  it  goeth  by  the 
name  of  the  role  of  Winton,  being  ordered  to  be 
kept  in  Winchefter,  and  recites  the  earldomes,  hun- 
dreds, tythings,  woods,  parks,  and  farms,  in  every 
territory  and  precind,  with  plowlands,  meadows, 
marfhes,  acres,  &c.  what  tenements,  and  tenants ; 
then  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle,  might  be  as  glad, 
to  keep  what  is  their  own,  as  they  are  to  take  from 
others,  &c. 


CHAP.     LVII. 

THE  reafon  of  my  collecting  thefe  few  ftatutes  Is, 
to  fhew  how  they  are  intrenched  upon,  by  an 
illegal  charter,  and  prefling  upon  a  remedy,  ihall  cite 
Poulton,  which  is,  that  feeing  we  have  all  received^ 
and  allow  it  for  truth,  that  the  ignorance  of  the 
law,  doth  excufe  none  of  offence,  and  alfo,  that  the 
law  doth  help  the  watchful,  and  not  the  floathfui 
man. 

Therefore 
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Therefore,  it  behoveth  each  perfon,  firfl,  to  feek 
the  knowledge  of  thofe  laws,  under  which  he  doth 
live,  and  whereby  he  is  to  receive  benefit,  or  to 
fuftain  peril,  and  next,  with  all  indiiftry,  to  frame 
his  obedience  unto  them,  or  humbly  to  fubmit  him- 
felf,  to  the  cenfure  of  them. 

And  though  we  find  by  experience,  that  fome 
men,  by  the  fluggifhneffe  of  their  natures,  others,  by 
the  carelefnelfe  of  their  own  welfares,  and  a  third 
fort,  wholly  given  over  to  pleafures  and  vanities,  do 
little  refped  to  know,  and  ieffe  to  obey,  our  crimi- 
nal, and  capital  laws,  being  things  of  great  moment, 
and  importance,  and  therefore  do  oftentimeSp^afte 
the  fmart  of  them,  and  repent  of  their  follies,  when 
it  is  too  late. 

Many  there  be,  that  by  reading,  defires  to  con- 
ceive them,  others,  for  increafe  of  their  knowledge,  , 
others,  in  their  actions,  to  be  directed  by  them, 
therefore  to  content  fuch,  as  knoweth  not,  as  yet, 
thefe  heads,  that  they  may  know  what  they  condemn, 
and  do  tend  to  the  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  realm, 
and  to  the  diflike  of  all  the  good  members  thereof, 
and  what  punilhments  fhe  hath  impofed,  upon  the 
tranfgreflbrs  therein,  and  by  whom,  and  in  what 
manner  to  be  inflicted,  efpecially,  upon  murder, 
robbery,  riots,  forgery,  perjury,  extortion,  and  op- 
preflion,  in  any  of  which  cafes,  any  perfon  maketh 
it  his  own  caufe,  and  doth,  in  a  fort,  take  it  to  be 
done  to  himfelf,  and  ought  to  reduce  the  tranfgref- 
for,  nay,  his  highnelfe,  by  his  oath,  and  all  people 
elfe,  are  bound  to  punifh  them,  as  being  tranfgref- 
fors  of  his  laws,  and  difquieters  of  the  peace,  there- 
fore ought  to  be  rooted  out,  as  the  hufbandman  the 
thiflle,  from  the  good  corn,  and  the  gardner  his 
nettles,  from  his  fweet  flowers,  wherefore,  feeing  a 
guilty  perfon,  in  any  of  the  offences  aforefaid,is  per- 
fecuted  in  deed,  or  confent,  by  all,  wifhing  well  to 
the  weal-publick,  or  their  own  private  eftate. 

It 
S  2 
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It  is  requifite,  that  good  men,  which  efchew  to 
offend,  for  the  love  of  virtue,  and  evill  men,  which 
fear  to  offend,  for  the  dread  of  pimifhment,  fhould 
both  kno\V  thofe  hiws,  which  they  are  to  make  ufe 
of,  and  the  penalties,  which  be  threatened  to  the 
infringers  thereof,  to  the  intent,  the  good  man  havr 
ing  a  will  to  Hand,  may  truft  to  his  feet,  remain 
firm,  and  continue  his  integrity,  and  the  evill  m.an, 
beginning  to  dagger,  may  bend  his  endeavour  to 
flay,  and  Hide  no  further,  (this  labour)  being  to  the 
intent,  that  the  well  meaning-man,  being  m.ade  the 
better,  and  he,  or  they,  that  before  were  lewdly 
difpofed,  the  leffe  hurtful,  may  all,  at  the  lalt,  meet 
and  joyn  in  feeking,  and  furtherance  of  that  peace, 
which  will  be  comfortable  to  the  lord  protestor,  and 
nation,  and  pleafmg,  both  to  God  and  man. 

Thefe  laws  are  prefervers  of  the  peace,  and  layes 
heavy  punilhrnents,  upon  the  withftanders,  or  deniers 
thereof,  they  are  his  highneffe  privy  councellors,  in- 
ceffantly,  refpecling  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon 
and  dignity,  they  be  as  his  gentlemen  penfioners, 
attending  daily  his  prefence,  to  do  him  all  honor 
and  feryice,  being  as  the  yeoman  of  his  guard,  wait- 
ing day  and  night,  to  protect  him,  for  his  protefting 
the  nation,  and  them,  and  from  all  forcible  affaults, 
and  other  perils;  alfo,  they  be  as  his  great  and 
goodly  fhips,  which  hath  purchafed  freedome,  on  the 
feas,  and  now  lyes  hovering  up  and  down,  as  his 
caftles,  and  ftrong  forts  of  defence,  as  well  as  they, 
which  ftand  upon  the  land,  wherewith  he  doth  pre- 
vent foreign  hoftility,  repreffe  invv^ard  tumults,  and 
fo  keep  himfelf,  and  the  people,  in  peace  and  fafety  ; 
likewife,  as  his  judges,  juftices,  fheriffs,  conftables, 
and  other  officers,  watching,  every  hour  and  moment, 
in  all  (hires,  and  counties,  places,  and  corners  of  the 
nation,  to  repreffe  outrages,  and  to  maintain  peace. 

To  maintain  thefe  laws,  every  good  member  hath 
the  like  benefit,  as  himfelf  hath,  for  in  fear  of  them, 
every  perfon  doth  enjoy  his  life,  and  limbs  in  peace, 

and 
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and  is  defended  from  the  bloody-minded  murderer, 
and  man-queller,  and  the  rage  of  the  furious  quar- 
reller  and  fighter,  and  in  fear  of  them,  the  houfe- 
keeper  refteth  in  peace,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
under  his  own  roof;  the  terror  hereof  doth  often 
reftrain  godleile  people,  from  committing  perjuries, 
frauds,  and  deceits,  and  impudent,  and  fliameleiTe 
men,  to  wreib  from  others,  by  bribery,  extortion, 
or  opprelllon. 

And  divers  there  be,  who  neither  by  the  laws  of 
God,  of  nature,  or  reafon,  will  be  bridled,  and  re- 
duced to  vertue,  yet  by  the  penalties,  and  fear  of 
our  capital,  and  criminal  laws,  do  yeeld  to  be  curbed. 

And  we  ftould  nov/  obferve,  with  what  care,  our 
fore- fathers,  had,  from  one  age  to  another,  and  what 
ordinances  they  eftablilhed,  in  parliament,  that 
feveral  penal,  criminal,  aiiu  capital  laws,  and  ftatutes, 
fhould  be  read,  or  proclaimed,  in  churches,  in  fairs, 
in  markets,  at  the  general  allizes,  and  quarter-fef- 
(ions,  of  every  county,  at  leets,  and  law-dayes,  and  in 
every  inns  of  court,  and  chancery,  and  how  the 
fame  is  continued,  and  put  in  practice,  to  the  intent, 
that  the  fame  laws,  and  the  penalties  thereof,  fhould 
be  heard,  learned,  known,  and  underflood,  by  all 
forts  of  perfons,  willing  to  perceive,  and  apprehend 
the  fame. 

Charter-law  is  not  fo,  but  like  the  foul  fpirit  in 
the  air,  flill  ranging,  never  at  reft,  nor  will  let 
others  take  any,  never  feen,  but  heard  in  every 
corner,  ftriking  at  the  pure  lau^  to  advance  itfelf,  it 
forces  people  to  a  kind  of  an  order,  in  a  town,  and 
the  whole  nation,  to  a  diforder. 

The  chiefelt  reafon,  why  I  give  a  recital  of  the 
penal  laws,  is,  that  the  ignorant  may  fee  how  well 
they  are  provided  for,  and  not  to  be  left  blind,  and 
only  being  inftrafted  by  the  extortioner  himfelf, 
what  they  muft  pay,  for  fees,  &c.  (but  that  they 
may  know  themfelves)  and  to  remedy  themfelves, 
when  offended,  for  fuch  oppreffors  would  difcover 
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no  more,  for  fafety  of  their  purfes,  or  bodies,  then 
care  was  taken  formerly,  for  others  fouls,  when  it 
"^'as  ordained,  that  the  bibles  fhouid  be  in  latine,  and 
pot  in  englifh,  as  appears,  by  ftatute  the  34.  of 
Henry  8.  Several  perfons  reilrained  from  reading  the 
bibka  in  englifh,  &c.  to  keep  them  in  ignorance,  &c. 


CHAP.     LVIII. 

The  oath  of  an  attorney  at  law. 

(a)^^/"©!!  fhall  do  no  falfhood,  nor  confent  to 
X  ^riy?  to  be  done  in  the  court,  and  if  you 
know  of  any,  to  be  done,  you  fhall  give  knowledge 
thereof,  unto  my  lord  chief  juflice,  or  other  his  bre- 
thren, that  it  may  be  reformed  ;  you  fliall  delay  no 
man,  for  lucre,  or  malice ;  you  fhall  increafe  no  feesi, 
but  fhall  be  contented  with  the  old  fees,  accuftomedj 
you  fhall  plead  no  foreign  plea,  nor  fuffer  no  foreign 
fuits,  unlawfully,  to  hurt  any  man,  but  fuch,  as  fhall 
Hand,  with  order  of  the  law,  and  your  confcience; 
you  fliall  feal  all  fuch  profes,  as  you  fhall  fue  out  of 
the  court,  with  the  feal  thereof,  and  fo  the  kings 
majefty,  and  my  lord  chief  juftice,  difcharge  for  the 
fame ;  yee  fliall  not  wittingly,  nor  willingly  fue,  nor 
procure  to  be  fued,  any  falfe  fuits,  nor  give  aid,  nor 
confent  to  the  fame,  in  pain  to  be  expulfed  from  the 
court,  for  qyox  ;  and  furthermore,  you  fhall  ufe 
yourfelf,  in  the  oflice  of  an  attorney ,  within  the  court, 
according  to  your  learning  and  difcretion.  So  help 
you  God»     See  flat.  3.  k.  James,  7. 
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'The  oath  of  an  under-fieriffe ,  bayliffe  of  franchifes^ 
deputies s  and  clerks  of  Jheriffes,  and  under-Jheriffes. 
Stat.  27.  Eliz.  12. 

(b)  T  (A.B)  (hall  nor  ufe,  or  exercife,  the  office  of 
xinder-CherifFe,  corruptly,  during  the  time  I  fliaii  re- 
main therein. 

Neither  fhall,  or  will  except,  rejoyce,  or  take  by 
any  colour,  means  or  device  whatloever,  or  confent, 
to  the  taking  of  any  manner  of  fee,  or  reward,  of  any 
manner  of  perfon,  or  perfons,  for  the  impanielling, 
or  returning  of  any  inquelt  jury,  or  tales,  n.n  any 
court  of  record,  for  the  queen,*  or  between  party 
and  party,  above  two  fnillings,  or  the  value  thereof, 
or  fuch  fees,  as  are  allowed,  and  appointed,  for  the 
fame,  by  the  lawes,  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm. 

But  will,  according  to  my  power,  truly  and  indiffer- 
ently, with  convenient  fpeed,  impanel  all  jurors,  and 
return  all  fuch  writ,  or  writs,*  touching  the  fame, 
as  fhall  appertain  to  be  done,  by  my  duty,  or  office, 
during  the  time  I  ihall  remain  in  the  faid  office.  So 
help  me  God,  and  by  the  contents  of  this  book. 

The  reafon  I  write  thefe  oaths  is,  that  perjury  may 
the  better  appear  to  be  puniflied,  in  ojfficers,  as  well 
as  others. 

The  oath  of  a  jury. 

(c)  You  fliall  truly  enquire,  and  due  prefentment 
make,  of  all  fuch  things  as  you  are  charged  withall, 
on  the  lord  protedors  behalf,  the  lord  protestors 
council,  your  ou^n,  and  your  fellows ;  you  (hall  well 
and  truly  keep,  and  in  all  other  things,  the  trutU 
prefent.     So  help  you  God,  &c. 

The  oath  of  tbofe^  that  give  evidence  to  a  jury,  upon 
an  indictment. 

(d)  The  evidence  you  fhall  give,  to  the  enquefl, 
upon  this  bill,  Ihall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
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and  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  and  you  fhall  not  let  fo 
to  do,  for  malice,  hatred,  or  evil  will ;  nor  for  meed, 
dread,  favor,  or  affeclion.  So  help  you  God,  and 
the  holy  contents  of  this  book. 


CHAP.     LIX. 

Khig  Charles  bis  oatb,  at  his  coronation,  iviih  his  hand 
Kpon  the  bible,  at  the  altar. 

(a)OIR,  will  you  grant  and  keep,  and  by  tour 
l^  oath,  confirm  to  the  people  of  England, 
their  lawes  and  culloms,  to  them  granted,  by  the 
kings  of  Kngland,  your  lawful!  and  religious  prede- 
ceflors,  and  namely,  the  lawes,  cuftomes,  and  fran- 
chizes,  granted  to  the  clergy,  and  to  the  people,  by 
the  king,  St.  Edward,  your  precieceflbr,  according, 
and  conformable  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  profeffion 
of  the  gofpel,  eftabliihed  in  this  kingdom,  and  agree- 
ing to  the  prerogatives,  of  the  kings  thereof,  and  to 
the  antient  culloms  of  this  realm  ? 

Refponf.     I  grant,  and  promife  to  keep. 

Sir,  will  you  keep  peace,  and  agreement,  intire- 
ly,  according  to  your  power,  both  to  God,  the  holy 
church,  the  clergy,  and   the  people  ? 

Refponf.     I  will  keep  it. 

Sir,  will  you,  to  your  power,  caufe  law,  juflice, 
and  mercy,  in  difcretion  and  truth,  to  be  executed, 
in  all  your  judgements  ? 

Refponf.     I  will. 

Sir,  will  you  grant,  to  hold  and  keep,  the  laws, 
and  rightful!  cultoms,*  which  the  commonalty  of 
your  kingdom  have,  and  to  defend,  and  uphold  them, 
to  the  honor  of  Godj  fo  much  as  in  you  lieth  ? 

Refponf  I  grant,  and  promife  fo  to  do,  and  fliall 
obferve  and  keep.  So  God  me  help^  and  the  con- 
tents of  this  book. 


KINO     JOHNS    OATH.  I37 

Kif7^   "Johns  oath,  and  fealty,  to  the  Pope  Innoce?itius, 
an.  Dom.  1213, 

(b)TOHN,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England, 
J  France,  and  Ireland,  from  this  hour  forward, 
fhall  be  faithful  to  God,*  and  to  St.  Peter,  and  to  *  It  was  time, 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  to  my  lord,  pope  Innocen- 
tius,  and  to  his  fucceffors,  lavvfully  entering  ;  I  fliall 
not  be  in  word,  and  d(,ed,  in  confent,  or  counfel,  ihat 
they  fhould  looie  life,  or  member,  or  be  appre- 
hended in  eviii  manner  ;  their  lols,  if  I  may  know 
it,  J  fliall  impeach,  and  (lay,  fo  far  as  I  fhall  be 
able,  or  elfe.  fo  fhortly  as  I  can,  I  fhall  fignifie 
unto  them,  and  declare  the  fame,  unto  you  the 
council],  which  they  fhall  commit  unto  me,  by 
themfelves,.  their  meflengers,  and  their  letters ;  I 
fiiall  keep  fecretly,  and  not  utter  to  any  man,  to 
their  hurt,  to  my  knowledge,  the  patrimony  of  St. 
Peter,  and  efpecially,  the  kingdom  of  England, 
and  Ireland,  and  I  fhall  endeavour,  myfclf  to  de- 
fend, againfl  all  men,  to  my  power.  So  help  me 
God,  and  the  holy  evangelift,  amen.  See  his  re- 
aflignation  of  the  liberties,  after  this  oath,  to  the 
barons,  of  the  liberties  of  England,  in  chap.  ,1.  (k). 


CHAP.     LX. 

The  oath  of  a  mapr  of  a  corporation, 

(AJltT'OU  fhall  fv/ear,  that  you  well,  and  tru?V, 
X  fliall  ferve  the  keepers,  of  the  liberties  of 
England,  by  authority  of  parliament,  and  the  com- 
monwealth, in  the  ofnce  of  a  mayor,  and  as  mayor, 
of  this  town,  and  borough  of  Newcadle,  for,  and 
during,  the  fpace  of  one  whole  year,  now  next 
coming,  and  you  fhall  minifler  equal  juHice,  aa  well 
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to  the  poor,  as  rich,*  to  the  bed  of  your  cunning, 
wit,  and  power,  and  you  fhall  procure  fuch  things, 
to  be  done,  as  may  honeftly,  and  juflly,  be  to  the 
profit,  and  commodity  of  the  corporation,  of  this 
town,  and  alio,  Ihall  indeavor  yourfelf,  to  the 
utmoft  of  your  power,  to  fee  all  herefies,  treafons, 
fellonies,  and  all  other  trefpaifes,  mifdemeanors,* 
and  offences,  whatfoever,  to  be  committed)*  within 
this  town,  and  borough,  during  the  time  of  your 
office,  to  be  reprefledj  reformed,  and  amended,*  and 
the  offenders  duly  punifhed,  according  to  the  law;* 
and  finally,  you  fhall  fupport,  uphold,  and  main- 
tain the  commonwealth,  within  this  town  prefcribed, 
cudomes,  rights,  liberties,  jurifdiftions,  franchizes, 
compofitions,  and  all  lawful  ordinances,  of  this 
town,  and  borough,*  and  as  concerning  all  other 
things,  appertaining  to  your  office,  you  lliall  therein, 
faithfully,  and  uprightly  behave  yourfelf,  for  the 
mofl  quietnefs,*  benefit,  worfhip,  honefly,  and  credit 
of  this  town,  and  of  the  inhabitants  thereof.  So 
help  you  God. 

The  oath  ofburgejfes  of  corporation, 

(b)"1L7'OU  fhall  fwear,  that  you  well,  and  truly, 
j[  fhall  ferve  the  keepers,  of  the  liberties  of 
England,  by  authority  of  parliament,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  this  town,  and  borough  of  this  town, 
as  one  of  the  burgeffes  of  this  town,  and  fhall 
minifter  equall  juftice,  to  poor  and  rich,  after  the 
,befl  of  your  cunning,  wit,  and  power,  and  alfo,  fhall 
well,  and  truly  obferve,  perform,  fulfill,  and  keep, 
all  fuch  good  orders,  rules,  and  compofitions,  as 
are,  or  fhall  be  made,  ordered,  or  eflablifhed,  by  the 
common  council,  of  this  town,  for  the  good  govern- 
ment thereof,  in  all  things,  to  you  appertaining, 
and  you  fnall  not  utter,  or  difclofe  any  counfel,  or 
fecret  thing,  or  matter,  touching  the  fellowlhip,  or 
corporation  of  this  town,  whereby,  any  prejudice, 
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lofs,  hindrance,  or  flander,  fhall,  or  may  arife,  grow, 
or  be,  to  the  fame  corporation,  but  you  fliall,  in 
things,  belonging  to  the  fellowfhip,  or  corporation 
of  this  town,  faithfully,  honeitiy,*  and  indifferently, 
behave  yourfelf,  for  the  mod  benefit:,  and  honefty 
of  this  town,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  So  help 
vou  God. 

The  fame  oath  is  for  the  aldermen. 

Where  the  fiars  twe  In  the  lines  there  zcill  appear 
breaches. 


C  li  A  P.     LXI. 

The  oath  of  a  Jheriff. 

(a)"^^L7'C)U  fliall  fwear,    that  you  fliall  w^ll,  and 
X     truly,  ferve  the  keepers,  of  the  liberties  of 
England,  by  authority  of  parliament,  in  the  office  of 
a  fheriff,  of  the  county  of  N.  and  do  the 

keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England  profits,  in  all  that 
belongeth  you  to  do,  by  way  of  your  office,  as  far 
forth,  as  you  may,  or  can. 

Yee  fhall  truly  keep  the  keepers,  &c.  and  all  that 
belongeth  to  them  ;  ye  fhall  not  affent  to  decreafe,  to 
lefl'cn,  nor  to  concealment,  of  any  of  their  rights,  or 
franchizes,  and  \Vhenfoever  yee  fhall  have  know- 
ledge, that  their  jighis  be  concealed,  or  withdrawn, 
be  it  in  lands,  rents,  franchizes,  or  fuits,  or  any 
other  thing,  ye  fhall  do  your  true  power,  to  make 
them  be  reftored  to  them  again,  and  if  ye  may  not 
do  it,  ye  fliall  certifie  them  thereof,  fuch  as  you 
know  for  certain,  will  fay  unto  them ;  ye  fhall  not 
refped  their  debts,  for  any  gift,  or  favour,  when  ye 
may  raife  them,  without  grievance  to  the  debtor ; 

T  2  ye  fhall 
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ye  {liall  truly,  and  righteoufly,  treat  the  people  of 
your  flierifFvvick,  and  do  right  well,  to  poor,  as  to 
rich,  in  all,  that  belongs  to  your  office. 

Ye  fliall  do  no  wrong,  to  any  man,  for  any  gift, 
or  other  behefl, or promife  of  goods;  for  favor,  nor 
hate,  ye  Ihall  diilurb  no  mans  right;  ye  fliall  acquit, 
at  the  exchequer,  all  thofe,  of  whom  ye  fhali  any 
thing  receive,  of  the  keepers,  &c.  debts ;  ye  flaall 
nothing  take,  whereby  the  keepers,  &c.  may  loofe, 
or  that  right  may  be  letten,  or  diftu.rbed,  or  the 
keepers,  &c.  debt  delaid ;  ye  fliall  truly  receive, 
and  truly  ferve  the  keepers,  &;c.  writs  as  far  forth, 
as  it  ihall  be  in  your  cunning;  ye  (hall  not  have,  to 
be  your  under  fheriff,  any  of  the  (herlffs  clerks,  of 
the  laft  years  paffed ;  ye  fhall  take  no  bayliff,  into 
your  fervice,  but  fuch,  as  you  will  anfwer  for ;  ye 
fhall  make,  each  of  your  bailiffs,  make  fuch  oath,  as 
you  make  yourfelf,  in  that  that  belongeth  to  their 
occupation;  ye  fhall  receive  no  writs,  by  you,  nor 
any  of  yours,  unfealed,  nor  any  fealed,  under  the 
feal  of  any  juftice,  fave  of  juftices  of  Eyre,  or  juftices, 
affigned  in  the  fame  fhire,  where  you  be  fheriff  in, 
or  other  juftices,  having  power,  or  authority,  to 
make  any  writs  unto  you,  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

You  fhall  make  your  baylifis,  of  the  true,  aixd 
fufficient  men  in  the  country;  ye  fhall  be  dwelling, 
in  your  own  proper  perfon,  within  your  bayliwick, 
for  the  time  ;  you  fliall  be  in  the  fame  office,  except 
you  fhall  be  licenfed,  by  the  keepers,  &c.  you  fhall 
not  let  your  fheriffwick,  nor  any  bayliwick  thereof, 
to  farm,  to  any  man ;  ye  fhall  truly  fet,  and  return, 
reafonable,  and  due  lufes,  of  them,  that  be  within 
your  bayliwick,  after  their  eflate  and  behaviour, 
and  make  your  pannel  yourfelf,  of  fuch  perfons,  as 
be  mofl  meet,  mofl  fufficient,  and  not  fufpecl,  nor 
procured,  as  it  is  ordained,  in  the  ftatute,  and  over 
this,  in  efchewing,  and  rcftraining  of  the  robberies, 
manflaughters,  and  other  manifold  grievous  offences, 
that  be  done  daily,  by  fuch,  as   name  themfelves 
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Ibuldiers,  and  by  other  vagrants,  by  which  Increafe, 
in  multitude^  and  number,  fo  that  the  good  people 
may  not  fafely  ride,  nor  go,  to  do  fuch  things,  as 
they  have  to  do,  to  their  intoUerable  hurt,  and 
hindrance;  ye  fhall  truly,  and  effedually,  with  all 
diligence  poffible,  to  your  power,  execute  the 
ftatute  of  Winchefler,  for  vaggabonds ;  all  thefe 
things,  ye  (hall  well,  and  truly  obferve,  and  keep. 
So  help  you  God. 

It  is  the  judgement  of  learned  councel,  that 
(Jierifts  may  be  indicted,  for  perjury,  by  wilful 
negieft  of  their  duty,  as  other  perfons,  wilfully,  or 
procuringly,  perjures  themfelves,  3ic. 


KING  HENRY  THE  THIRD, 

Was  crounedy  at  the  age  of  9  yeresy  the  28.  0 Sober ^ 
1216,  he  raigned  ^6  yeres,  and  20  dates,  dyed^  the 
16.  November,  1272,  lyeib  buried,  at  Wejlminjier. 

None  to  be  condemned,  but  by  the  judgment  of  the  law-. 

STAT,  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  chap.  29.  in  par- 
liament, enadts,  that  no  free-man  Ihall  be  taken, 
or  imprifoned,  or  be  diffeazed,  of  his  free-hold, 
liberties,  or  free  cuftomes,  or  pafs  upon  him,  or 
condemn  him,  but  by  lawful  judgement  of  hi^ 
equals,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land;  we  will  not  fell  to 
no  man,  we  will  not  defer  to  any  man,  either 
juftice,  or  right.  Reg.  fo.  i86.  Coke,  Pla.  456. 
Dyer,  fo.  104  Coke,  lib.  5.  fo.  64.  lib.  10.  fo.  74.  lib. 
ii.fo.  99,  flat.  2.Edw.  3.  8.  5.  Edw.3.  9.  14.  Edw. 
3.  14.  28.  Edw.  3.  3.  II,  Rich.  2.  10,  3.  Carol. 
Pet.  of  right.     See  chap.  38.  (a.c). 

Baker^^ 
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Bakers^  and  brewers^  faulty^  to  be  puniJhecL 

Stat.  51.  year  of  his  reign,  1266,  ena6ls,  that  if 
any  baker,  or  brewer,  be  convidt,  becaufe  he  hath 
not  obferved  the  ailize,  of  bread  and  ale,  for  the 
iirll,  fecond,  and  third  time,  he  jfhall  be  amerced, 
according  to  his  offence,  but  if  he  amend  not,  then 
to  fuller  punifhment  of  body,  the.  baker,  to  the 
pillory,  and  brewer,  to  the  tumbrel,  which  Ihall  not 
be  remitted,  for  gold  nor  filver,  and  impowres  ale 
cunners,  in  every  town,  &c.  every  baker,  to  fet  his 
own  mark,  on  his  bread.     See  chap.  49.  (c). 


KING  HENRY  THE  FOURTH, 

Born  at  BolUnghroke,  in  the  countle  ofLincolne,  began 
his  raigne,  the  iG.  of  September,  1399,  raigned  13 
yearess  and  6  moneths^  and  died^  in  an.  Dam.  1413, 
of  the  age  of  ^6  yeares,  buried,  at  Canterbury. 

Jujlice  fhall  be  done  in  England. 

^  TAT.  firft  year  of  his  reign,  chapter  the  firft, 
l3  eiiads  the  confirmation,  of  the  liberties  of 
England,  and  all  ftatutes,  not  repealed  ;  peace  fliall 
be  'maintained,  and  juftice  fnall  be  done,  to  all  men. 

Sheriffes  Jhall  not  let  their  county  to  farm. 

Stat,  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  chapter,  the 
fifth,  enacted,  that  every  fheriff,  in  England,  fliall 
abide  in  proper  perfon,  within  his  bayliwick,  for 
the  time,  he  fhall  be  fuch  officer,  and  that,  he  fliall 
not  let  his  bayliwick,  to  farm,  to  any  man,  for  tlie 
time,  that  he  occupieth,  fuch  oflice,  and  that  the  fliid 
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iherifFe,   be  fworn,   from   time  to  time,  to  do  the- 
fame,  in  fpeclal,  amongft  other  articles,  comprized, 
in  the  oath  of  fheriiFs.     Stat.  23.  Hen.  6.  10. 


KING  HENRY  THE  FIFTH. 

Began  his  raig?ic,  the  20.  of  March,  was  crouned,  at 
Wejlminjier^  the  9.  of  A  prill,  14.1  "t,.  He  raignecl 
0  yearesy  2  jii  onlhs,  died,  in  ihe  cajtcl  of  Boyes^  neer 
Paris,  the  13.  of  Augujl,  1422,  buried,  at  Wqjl- 
mlnfer. 

Coals  to  pay,  two  pence,  per  chaldron,  cujiome,  and 
keels,  to  be  meafured. 

(a)OTAT.  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  chap.  q. 
\^  10.  it  was  enacted,  the  king  fhould  have 
two  pence,  of  every  chalder  of  coals,  of  unfranchized 
men,  in  the  river,  and  port,  at  NewcalUe  upon 
Tyne,  as  cuftbmes,  and,  tor  the  better  knowledge 
of  fuch  cidtomes,  ordains,  that  all  keels,  or  boats, 
which  carried  coals,  to  fhips,  fliould  be,  of  the  jufl: 
burden  of  1\a  enty  chaldron  of  coals.  Notwithitand- 
ing  this  ad,  the  Newcaftle  men,  made  the  keels, 
to  carry,  fomc,  two,  and  fome,  three  and  tvirenty,  i;o 
wrong  the  king,  of  his  cullomes,  which  great  cheat, 
uas  proved'  in  parliament,  where,  they  enacted,  to 
prevent  fuch  like,  for  the  future,  that  fworn  cfim- 
iniflioners,  fliould  mark  all  keels,  and  other  vefft;!*, 
carrying  coals,  to  fhips,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture,  of 
keel  and  coai:^.     See  chap.  9.  (a),  1 1.  cliap.  (i). 
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KING  HENRY  THE  SIXTH, 

Of  the  age  of  8  moneihs^  began  his  raigney  the  i .  of 
September y  1422,  crowned.^  atWefmi'mPery  the  6.  of 
l^iovember^  14.2^^  afterward^  crounied,  at  Paris,  j. 
September^  M3I5  raigned  38  yeares,  6  monethsy  4. 
dayesy  buried^  at  Winfoi'e* 

Punifjments  of  cujiomers,  for  not  clearing  Jhips. 

(a)OTAT.  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  chap, 
V^  15.  enaded,  that,  for  as  much  as  the  cuf- 
tomers,  and  controlers,  in  the  kings  ports,  do  not 
Avrite  any  warrants,  in  difcharge  of  merchants,  of 
their  merchandizes,  by  them  fhewed,  and  duely  cuf- 
tomed,  tranfported,  or  imported,  the  fame  cuftom- 
ers,  and  controlers,  do  imbezel  the  kings  cuilomes, 
and  the  merchants  be  greatly  hindred,  becaufe  that 
the  warrants  might  plainly  fhew,  and  declare  their 
due  cuftome,  when  they  be  often,  and  unduly  im- 
peached, in  the  kings  exchequor ;  in  confideration 
of  the  faid  deceits,  it  was  ena£l:ed,  that  the  faid  cuf- 
tomers,  and  controlers,  fhail  write,  and  deliver,  fuF- 
ficient  warrants,  fealed,  with  the  feal  of  their  office, 
to  that  end  ordained,  to  the  faid  merchants,  not  any 
thing  to  be  given  for  the  fame,  but  their  due  cui- 
tome  ;  and,  that  in  cafe  any  cuftomer,  or  controler, 
do  the  contrary,  then  the  merchant  may  have  an 
adion,  by  vertue  of  this  ordinance,  to  purfue  every 
cuftomer,  or  controler,  that  doth  the  contrary,  in 
every  court  of  record,  and  being  thereof  attainted, 
Ihall  forfeit,  to  the  king,  for  every  default,  ten 
pounds,  and  to  the  merchant  grieved,  that  fueth, 
five  pound.  11,  Hen.  6.  15.     See  chap.  45.  (e). 

The  great  danger,  occafioned  by  finall  riots. 

(b)  In  the  'I,'],  year  of  his  reign,  began  fuch  riots, 
routs,  and  unlawful  aflemblie^,  that  it  produced  a 
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worfe  efFeft,  then  in  king  Richard  the  feconds  dayes, 
which  was  occafioned,  between  a  yeoman  of  the 
guard,  and  a  ferving  man,  of  the  earle  of  Warwick, 
which  fo  far  increafed,  not  being  timely  prevented, 
that  it  proved  the  root  of  many  a  woful  tragedy, 
brought  to  death  the  duke  of  York,  who  was  pro- 
claimed fucceflbr  to  the  crown;  the  king,  prince 
Edward  his  fon,  all,  ormoft  of  the  peers  of  the  land  de- 
llroyed,  by  fidings,  and,  at  leall,  fix  and  thirty  thou- 
fand  of  the  common  people,  cut  off,  at  one  battel, 
at  Toughton,  in  Yorkfliire,  the  king,  queen,  and 
prince,  put  to  flight,  to  Barwick.  See  Richard  the 
fecond,  v/hat  was  done.  See  chapter  y],  (a),  3. 
Hen.  6.     See  Rich.  2.  (e). 

Sheriffs  fees  ;  none   of  his  officers  fhall  he  returned^ 
upon  inquejisi  letting  to  bayl^  ^c. 

(c)  Stat.  23.  Hen.  the  fixth,  chapter  lo.  The 
king,  confidering  the  great  perjury,  extortion,  and 
opprefTion,  which  be,  and  have  been,  in  his  realm,  by 
his  (heriifes,  under-flieriffs,  and  their  clerks,  coroners, 
flewards  of  franchizes,  baylitTs,  and  keepers  of  pri- 
fons,  and  other  officers,  in  divers  counties  of  this 
realm,  have  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  in 
efchewing  of  all  fuch  perjury,  extortion,  and  oppref- 
fion,  and,  that  becaufe  the  iheriffe  of  every  county, 
is  a  great,  and  necelTary  officer,  in  the  common- 
wealth, and  ufed,  as  a  fpecial  inftrument,  to  the  fur- 
therance of  juftice,  in  all  fuits,  purfued  at  the  com- 
mon-law, and  his  fervice  is  eniployed,  in  the  begin- 
ning,  profecuting,  and  ending,  of  the  mod  of  them, 
therefore,  as  the  law,  hath  alvvayes,  had  a  fpecial  re- 
gard of  him,  and  forefeen,  that  he  fhall  be  a  man  of 
wifdome,  of  worth,  of  credit,  countenance,  anil 
ability,  (this  is  not  William  Feuwick,  of  North 
Riding,  in  Northumberland,  for  he  derogates  froni 
them  all)  and  that  he  fhall  be  allowed,  a  convenient 
flipend,  and  falary,  for  his  pains,  in  moft  cafes,  fo 
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doth  (he  carry  a  vigilant,  and  watchful  eye,  upon 
him,  and  his  inferiour  officers,  or  fubflitutes,  know- 
ing what  grievous  oppreffions  might  enfue,  if  flie 
fnould  leave  a  man  of  his  authority,  and  neceifary 
imployment,  at  liberty,  to  dive,  at  his  pleafure,  into 
other  mens  purfe,  and  to  take  what  he  would,  (as 
William  Fenwick  doth)  therefore,  Ihe  hath  reftrained 
him,  his  under  Iheriffe,  bayliife  of  franchizes,  and 
other  baylifFes,  (mofl  of  which  are  forefworn)  within 
certain  Hfts,  and  alhgned  them,  what  they  fhall  take 
for  arrefts,  attachments,  mainprizes,  letting  to  bail, 
and  ferving  of  executions,  which,  if  any  of  them  do 
exceed,  he  Ihall  forfeit,  forty  pound  a  time,  and  fhall 
be  adjudged  an  extortioner,  in  which  faid  ilatute,  it 
is  enatted,  that  no  fherifre,  under-lheriffe,  or  any 
baylitFe,  by  oceafion,  or  under  colour  of  his  office, 
fhall  take  any  other  thing,  by  themfelves,  or  any 
other  perfon,  to  their  ufe,  or  to  their  profit,  of  any 
perfon,  by  any  of  them  arrefted,  or  attached,  nor  of 
any  other  for  them,  for  the  omitting  of  any  arreft, 
or  attachment,  to  be  made,  by  their  bodies,  or  of  any 
perfon,  by  any  of  them,  by  force,  or  coIouf  of  their 
office,  arrefted,  or  attached,  for  fine,  fee,  mainprize^ 
letting  to  bail,  or,  for  fhewing  any  eafe,  or  favour, 
to  any  fuch  perfon,  fo  arrefted,  for  their  reward,  or 
profit,  but  fuch  as  follows ;  the  flieriffe,  twenty- 
(^  pence,  the  bayliffis,  which  maketh  the  arrefi,  or 
attachment,  four  pence,  the  gaoler,  if  the  prilbner  be 
com.mitted  to  his  ward,  four  pence;  for  making 
of  a  return,  or  paniel,  and  for  the  copy  of  a 
paniel,  four-pence;  no  bond  to  be  made,  by  them, 
under  colour  of  their  office,  but  onely  to  them- 
felves, for  the  appearance  of  any  prifoner,  at  the 
day  prefcribed,  and  what  bond  is  othervv-ife,  is 
void  ;  and  he  iliall  take  no  more,  for  making  fuch 
obligation,  warrant,  or  precept,  by  him  to  be  made^ 
but  four  pence;  and  all  flieriffes,  under-flieiilTt-s, 
clerks,  bayliffes,  gaolers,  coroners,  ftewards,  baylifl'es 
of  franchizes,   or    any  other   officer,  or  minifters, 

which 
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which  doth,  contrary  to  the  aforefaid  ordinances,  in 
any  point  of  the  fame,  (hall  lofe,  to  the  party,  in 
this  behalf  endamaged,  or  grieved,  his  treble 
damages,  and  fhall  forfeit,  forty  pounds,  at  every 
time,  that  any  do  the  contrary,  in  any  point  of  the 
fame,  whereof  the  king  fnall  have  the  one  half,  to 
be  imployed,  only  to  the  ufe  of  his  houfe,  and  the 
other,  to  the  party,  that  will  fue  for  the  fame,  by 
bill,  plaint,  &c. 

I J}mll  lav  open  the  exce/five  fees^  extorted  by  the/Joeriffs 
of  Nortbianberland,  againjl  the  laiv,  viz* 

I.     s.    d. 

Return  a  tales 060 

For  allowance  of  a  pony 092 

For  allowance  of  a  writ,  falfe  judgement  -  o  16  6 
Upon  execution  granting  out  -  -  r-  -  o  15  o 
And  all  upon  the  defendant,  after  execution  111  6 
For  breaking  open  an  original  proces  -  -  o  2  6 
For  the  warrant  thereof  ---  -  -006 
Bayliifs,  for  the  arreft  from  the  plaintiff  -010 
From  the  party  arrefted  -  ----01  B 
To  file  bayl  above,  and  taking  the  declaration  080 

This  is  coflly  law. 

This  juftice  is  both  bought  and  fold,  &c. 
A  bill  of  indidtment,  before  a  judge,  \yould  re- 
duce thefe,  &c. 

The  form  of  an  i7ididment,  for  fheriffs. 

(d)  London  ff.  The  jurors,  for  the  lord  protec- 
tor, of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  &:c-  upon  their  oaths,  do  prefent,  that 
John  Butler,  of  London,  fheriffe,  the  20th.  day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God,  1652,  being 
then  fheriffe,  and  keeper  of  the  prifon,  of  the  New- 
gate, in  London,  the  day,  and  year  aforefaid,  did, 
by  force,  or  colour  of  his  faid  oi^ce,  as  fneriffe,  and 
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keeper  of  the  faid  prifon,  unlawfully,  and  extor- 
tionoufly  exact,  and  take  of  one  John  Cuthberton, 
then,  and  there,  being  atrefled>  and  imprifoned  in 
the  faid  prifon,  under  the  cuftody  of  the  faid  (heriif, 
at  the  fuit  'of  John  Roe,  the  fum  of  fix  (hillings  and 
eight  pence,  for  the  fee  of  the  faid  flieriffe,  and 
keeper,  for  the  cuftody  of  the  faid  John,  in  the 
faid  prifon,  from  the  20.  day  of  the  month  of  May, 
in  the  year  aforefaid,  until  the  20.  day  of  Augul'tj 
then  next  following,  to  the  great  damage  of  the 
faid  John,  and  to  the  evill  example  of  others,  in  the 
like  cafe  offending,  and  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
ftatute,  in  fuch  cafe  made,  and  provided,  and 
againft  the  public  peace.  See  chap.  58.  (c),  (d),  (b), 
ftat.  23.  Hen.  8.  3. 


KING  HENRY   THE  SEVENTH, 

Began  his  raigne,  the  22.  of  yune,  1485,  and  was 
crowned,  at  Wejminjier,  the  30.  of  OSiober.  He 
raigned  25  yeares,  and  8  monthesy  and  died,  the  22. 
of  Aprils  lieth  buried^  at  Weflminjier. 

STAT.  3.  Hen.  7.  chap.  i.  *  It  is  enaded,  if 
any  coroner  be  remiffe,  and  maketh  not  in- 
quifition  upon  the  view  of  the  body  dead,  and 
certifie  not,  according  to  his  office,  it  is  ordained, 
that  he  IKall,  for  every  default,  forfeit  five  pounds. 
See   chap.    10.  (o.p),   chap.  48.   29.  49..^^ 

Weights  and  meafures,  ^c. 

Stat.  II.  Hen.  7.  chap.  4.  For  as  much,  as  many 
grievances  have  been  fet  forth,  unto  idiis  prefent 
parlament,    of  the   great    fraud,    and    deceit,    in 

meafures, 
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meafures,  and  weights,  for  remedy  whereof,  it  is 
ordained,  and  enacted,  that,  to  the  knights,  and 
citizens,  of  every  ihire,  and  city,  aflembled,  in, this 
prefent  parlament,  barons  of  the  five  ports,  and 
certain  burgefles,  of  burrough  towns,  ere  they  de- 
part, from  this  prefent  parliament,  be  delivered, 
one,  of  every  weight,  and  mealare,  which  now  is 
made  of  brafs,  for  the  good  of  the  fubjefl:,  accord- 
ing to  the  kings  ftandard,  of  his  exchequer,  of 
weights,  and  meafares,  and  that  they  ihall  caufe  all 
common  weights,  and  meafures,  to  be  as  abovefaid, 
and  all  fuch  as  prove  defeflive,  then  fuch  weights 
and  meafures,  fhall  be  broken  and  burnt,  and  the 
party  pay  twenty  ihillings,  and  be  fet  in  the  pillory  ; 
the  quarter  of  corn,  to  be  eight  bufhels,  raifed,  and 
rtruck,  and  fourteen  pound,  to  the  ftone  of  wool, 
&c.  and  water  meafure,  to  be  five  pecks  on  fliip 
board,  according  to  the  llandard,  &c.  See  chap. 
49,  (c). 

No  ordinance  to  be  made  by  corporations,  ^c. 

By  act  of  parlament,  19.  Hen.  7.  7.  That  mailers, 
wardens,  and  people  of  guilds,  fraternities,  and  oi 
other  companies  corporate,  oftentimes,  by  colour 
of  rule,  and  governance,  to  them  granted  by  charter, 
and  letters  pattents,  made  amongft  themfelves, 
many  unlawful!,  and  unwarrantable  ordinances,  as 
well  in  prizes  of  wages,  as  other  things,  for  their 
own  fmgular  profit,  and  to  the  common  hurt,  and 
damage  of  the  people,  be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enaded,  that  no  fuch  mafter,  wardens,  nor  com- 
panies*, make,  nor  ufe,  any  ordinance,  in  difherit* 
ance,  nor  diminition,  of  the  prerogative  of  the  king, 
nor  of  others,*  nor  againft  the  common  profit  of 
the  people,  nor  none  other  ordinance  of  charge, 
except  it  were  firfl  difcuft,  ufed,  and  and  proved, 
by  good  advice  of  the  juftices  of  peace,  or  the  chief 
governors  of  cities,  and  before  them.,   entered  up» 
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Oil  record,  and  that  upon  pjiin,  to  Joofe,  and  forfeit 
the  force,  and  effed:  of  all  the  articles,  in  their  faid 
letters  patients,  and  charters  contained,  concerning 
the  fame,  and  over  that,  to  pay  ten  pounds  to  the 
king,  for  every  ordinance,  that  any  of  them  made, 
or  ufed,  to  the  contrary,  the  fame  ordinance  to 
indure,  at  the  kings  pleafure,  which  aft  was  theri 
expired,  and  fince  the  expiration  of  the  fame,  many 
ordinances  have  been  made,  by  many  private  bodies, 
within  divers  cities,  towns,  and  burroughs,  contrary 
to  the  kings  prerogative,  his  laws,  and  the  common 
weal  of  his  fubjeds ;  be  it  therefore  enabled,  that  no 
mafters,  wardens,  and  fellowfhip  of  crafts,  or  myfte- 
ries,  nor  of  any  rulers  of  guilds,  or  fraternities,^ 
take  upon  them,  to  make  any  a6ls,  or  ordinances, 
nor  to  execute  any,  by  them  heretofore  made,  in 
diihertion,  or  diminition  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
king,  nor  of  other,  nor  againfl  the  conmion  profit 
of  the  people,  except  the  laid  a£l:s,  and  ordinances, 
be  examined,  and  approved  by  the  chancellor,  trea- 
furer  of  England,  or  chief  juftices,  of  either  bench- 
es, or  three  of  them,  or  before  both  the  juftices  of 
aflizes,  in  their  circuit,  in  the  (hire,  where  fuch  a£i:s, 
or  ordinances  be  made,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
forty  pounds,  for  every  time  they  doe  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  over  that,  it  is  enaded,  that  none  of  the 
fame  bodies  corporate,  take  upon  them,  to  make 
any  a£l:s,  or  ordinances,  to  reftrain*^  any  perfon,  or 
perfons,  to  fue  to  the  king,  or  any  of  his  courts,  for. 
due  remedy,  to  be  had  in  their  caufes,  nor  put,  nor 
execute  any  penalty,  or  punifliment,  upon  any  of 
them,  for  any  fuch  fuit  to  be  made,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  forty  pounds,  for  every  time,  that  they 
do  to  the  contiary.  See  chap.  39.  (a),  30.  (d), 
43.  (d),  and  chap.  10.  (o). 

This  ftatute  will  prove  offenfive  to  the  free  hoafl- 
men,  and  the  charter  of  the  admiralty,  if  well  pro- 
fecuted,  and  pav  them  for  all  the  wrongs  done. 
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KING  HENRY  THE  EIGHTH, 

Was  bornCy  at  Grecnivkb,  entered  his  raigne,  being  i  S 
yeares  of  age,  the  22.  Aprill,  1509,  was  crounedj 
at  Weftminjler,  the  1^,  of  June  followi?ig,  Herai-^n- 
<?^  37  yeares,  and  9  months y  died,  the  28.  ofyu.net 
buriedt  at  VVinfor, 

(a)OTAT.  21.  Herii  8.  chap.  18.  In  the  vacancy 
jt^  of  the  lea  of  Durham,  cardinal  Wolfey  be.^ 
ing  dead,  and  no  knights,  nor  burgelTes,  in  parla- 
mentj  for  Durham,  and  Northumberland,  then,  the 
mayor,  and  burgeifes  of  Newcaitle,  knowing  there 
could  be  no  oppofition,  petitioned  the  king,  and  par- 
lament,  for  that,  whereas  the  mayor,  burgeifes,  and 
commonalty  of  that  town,  having  been  faithful!  fub- 
jecls,  and  held,  in  fee,  from  his  progenitors,  that 
town,  port,  and  haven  of  the  river  of  Tine,  thereun- 
to belonging,  and  of  all  ground,*  which  the  water 
covered,  within  the  faid  river  of  Tine,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  faid  river,  called  Sparhawke,  and  to 
Headwin  ftreams,  in  their  demean,  as  of  fee,  in  right 
of  the  crown,  and  that  all  merchandizes,  carryed  by 
any  Ihip,  or  veffell,  into  that  port,  or  carried  out,  ufed 
to  be  difcharged,  and  loaden,  only,  at  that  town,  by 
which  means,  the  cuftoms,  fubfidies,  and  tole,  were 
received  there,  for  his  majeflies  ufe,  500I.  per  annum, 
and  that  by  reafon  of  thofe  liberties,  and  franchizes, 
that  town  hath  been  well  replenifhed,  and  maintain- 
ed, and  able  to  furnilli  his  majefty,  with  four  hun- 
dred marriners  for  the  war,  and  by  reafon  of  feveral 
great  perfonages,  as  well  fpiritual,  as  temporal,  hav- 
ing lands  adjoyning  to  the  faid  river,  have  loaden 
and  unloaden  fliips,  with  feveral  merchandizes,  and 
paid  no  cuftoms,  to  the  utter  undoing  of  the  town, 
and  the  great  difhertion  of  your  highnefs,  and  mi- 
nifhment  to  your  culloms,  and  that  divers  weyer'?, 
and  hfli-gatesj  were  ereded  in  the  laid  river,  by 
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means  whereof  great  fand-beds,  and  gravel  heaps,  be 
grown,  and  call  up,  in  the  faid  river,  that  within  few 
years  to  come,  no  fliip  of  good  burthen,  or  weight,'* 
fhall  be  able  to  come  up  to  the  town,  to  the  inefti- 
mable  hurt  of  the  countries,  thereunto  adjoyning,  and 
to  the  damage  of  your  realm,*  efpecially,  to  all  per- 
fons  needing  fea  coals,  which  be  onely  conveyed, 
from  the  faid  port,  and  no  where  elfe,  to  be  (hipped, 
or  had,  but  there. 

In  confideration  whereof,  may  it  pleafe  your  ma- 
jeflie,  out  of  your  bounden  grace,  with  the  affent  of 
your  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  com- 
mons, in  parlament,  to  enaft,  ordain,  and  eftabliflij 
that  from  henceforth,  any  merchant,  or  merchants, 
or  any  other  perfon,  or  perfons,  fhall  not  fcip,  load, 
or  unload,  any  merchandize,  or  other  wares  of 
goods,  to  be  fold  here,  between  the  faid  place,  call- 
ed Sparhawke,  and  Headwin  ftreams, (being  fourteen 
miles  in  length)  but  onely  at  Newcaitle,  upon  pain 
of  forfeiture,  of  all  fuch  goods,  and  v/ares,  and  mer- 
chandizes, to  the  king. 

And  for  the  mayor,  and  burgeifes,  to  pull  down  all 
weires,  goares,  and  engins,  which  was  granted  by  the 
laid  ftatute,  provided  alwaies  this  act  be  not  prejudical 
to  any  perfon,  or  perfons,  being  the  kings  fubjefts, 
for  building,  fhipping,  loading,  or  unloading,  any 
fait,  or  fifli,  within  the  faid  river,  and  port,  or  to  any 
of  them,  or  to  any  other  perfons,  repairing  to  the 
faid  port,  with  fhips  and  merchandizes,  for  felling, 
or  buying  of  any  merchandizes,  or  wares,  necdiul 
for  victualing,  and  amending  of  the  faid  fliips,*  at 
the  time  of  their  being  in  the  faid  port,  this  ad,  or 
any  thing  comprifed  in  the  fame,  notwithftanding. 
3ee  chap.  50.  (c). 

A  table  of  fees,  for  cufloms^  tolesy   l:fc.  in  towns. 

(b)  Stat.  22.  Hen.  8.  chap.  8.  Be  it  enacted,  that 
^  every  city,  borough,  and  town  corporate,  their  offi- 
cer 


A  COMMISSION    OF    SEWERS,    &C.  153 

cer  fhall  let  up,  or  caiife  a  table,  in  open  place,  oi\ 
and  for  the  certainty  of  ail  fucli,  and  every  duty,  of 
every  fiich  cuftom,  tole,  and  duty,  or  fum  of  money, 
of  fuch  wares  and  merchandizes,  to  be  demanded, 
or  required,  as  above  rehearfed,  Ihall,  and  may  plain- 
ly appear  to  be  declared,  to  the  intent,  that  nothing 
be  exacted,  otherwife,  than  in  old  time  hath  been  u- 
fed,  and  accuftomed,  upon  pain  of  each  city,  five 
pound,  and  every  corporation,  forty  fliillings,  for  ev- 
ery month,  that  the  faid  table  fhall  fail  to  be  fet  up, 
the  moyety  to  the  king,  and  the  other  to  the  party, 
that  will  fue  for  the  fame,  by  writ,  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation, in  which  the  defendant  fhall  have  no  af- 
foyn,  wager  of  law,  nor  protection  of  law,  allowed. 
See  chap.  44.  (e). 

j^  co?}i?ni//ton  of  fewer  s^  t^c. 

(c)  Stat.  23.  Hen.  8.  chap.  5.  The  king,  confi- 
dering  the  ablolute  neceffity,  of  granting  a  general 
aft,  for  commiflioners  of  fewers,  to  be  direfted,  in 
all  parts  of  his  realm,  for  the  advancing  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  commodity  of  this  his  realm, 
and  likewife,  confidering  the  daily  great  damages, 
and  loifes,  which  have  happened  in  many  parts  of 
the  nation,  in  the  decay,  and  fpoil  of  rivers,  to  the 
ineftimable  damages  of  the  commonwealth,  which 
do  daily  increafe  j  for  remedy  whereof,  it  is  enacted, 
that  there  be  commifT-oners  of  fuers,  and  other  pre- 
mifes,  directed,  in  all  parts,  from  time  to  time, 
where  and  when  need  fliall  require,  to  fuch  fub- 
ftantial,  and  indifFerent  perfons,  as  fliall  be  named 
by  the  lord  chancellor,  and  lord  treafurer  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  two  chief  juitices,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, or  by  three  of  them,  whereof  the  lord  chan- 
cellor to  be  one. 

The  commiflioners  to  be  refiding,  in  the  refpective 
countie,  where  the  commiflion  is  directed,  (which 
faid  commifTioners,  will  preferve  the  falU  river)  hav- 
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ing  power  given  them,  to  conftitute  and  ordain 
laws,  ordinances,  and  decrees,  and  to  repeal,  reform, 
and  amend,  as  need  fiiall  require,  any  defeats. 

Alfo,  to  pulldown  any  newfances,  incroachments, 
or  the  like,  ere£led  in  the  faid  rivers,  and  to  caufe 
buildings  of  wharfs,  for  the  good  of  the  fame,  and 
power,  to  rate,  and  tax  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
towards  the  charge,  for  the  good  of  the  faid  rivers, 
or  having  fpoyled  the  fame,  to  feize  his,  or  their 
lands,  tenements,  goods,  and  chattels,  for  the  faid 
taxes,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame,  by  fail,  leafe,  or 
otherwife,  fix  commifiioners  being  prefent,  and 
every  commiffioner  is  to  have  four  fliillings  a  day, 
when  they  fit,  and  the  clerk,  two  (hillings  a  day,  out 
of  the  taxes.  I  refer  the  reft  of  this  power,  to  the 
relation  of  thefe  ftatutes  following.  3.  Edw.  6.  9» 
13.  Eliz.  9.     See  34.  chap,  (c),  35.  (a.b). 

A?i   attaint  againjl   a  jury. 

(d)  Stat.  23.  Ken.  8.  chap.  3.  The  law  having 
firft  ufed  all  good  devices  to  caufe  fiieriffs,  under- 
iherifFs,  bayliffs  of  liberties,  coroners,  and  ail  others 
authorized  to  return,  and  impannel  juries,  to  be  in- 
different, and  to  return  the  faid  jurors,  and  juries, 
without  all  partiallity,  and  that  they  fhall  be  no 
furtherers,  maintainers,  nor  affilters  to  perjury, 
fubordination,  or  embracery,  and  alfo  having  provi- 
ded, that  all  thofe  jurors,  which  be  fc  returned  upon 
inquefts,  and  to  try  inquefts,  and  to  try  ilfues  be- 
tween party  and  party,  may  agaiu,  one  by  one,  be 
fifted,  tryed,  and  examined,  whether  they  (landing 
unfworn,  be  indifferent,  or  not ;  (lie  doth  then  ex- 
peft  from  thofe  jurors,  veridi^um^  a  true  tale,  that 
is  to  fay,  a  true  verdi6t,  or  prefentment,  of  fuch 
things  as  be  given  them,  in  charge,  according  to 
their  evidence,  but  if  the  fame  jurors,  will  decline 
from  truth,  and  make  a  falfe  prefentment,  contrary 
to  their  evidence,*  then,  it  is   not  to  be  tearmed 
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'ueredidum,  but  perjurium,  and  it  will  be  returned  to 
them,  as  malcdidum^  for  by  the  common-law,  they 
being  attainted,  by  the  verdi^  of  four  and  twenty 
other  jurors,  (hall  receive  a  curfed,  and  villainous 
judgement ;   therefore,   viz. 

The  faid  jurors,  iliall  lofe  the  freedom  of  the  law, 
their  wives,  and  children  fiiall  be  thruft  out  ot 
their  houfes,  their  houfes  fhall  be  pulled  down  to 
the  ground,  their  orchards,  and  gardens  fliall  be 
fubplanted,  their  trees  fhall  be  digged  up  by  the 
roots,  their  meadows  fliall  be  eyred  up,  all  their 
goods,  and  chattels,  which  they  have  at  the  time  of 
the  attaint  brought,  or  at  any  time  after,  fhall  be 
forfeited  to  the  king,  the  king  fhall  have  all  the 
profit  of  their  forfeited  lands,  during  their  lives, 
and  they  fhall  be  committed  to  perpetuall  prifon, 
which  judgement,  was  devifed,  and  many  years  put 
in  execution,  to  the  intent,  it  might  be  known, 
how  much  the  common-law  did  deteft,  and  punifh 
wilfuU  perjury,  and  falfehood,  in  thofe  who  fhe 
trufted,  in  place  of  juflice,  and  from  whom  fhe  ac- 
counted to  receive  truth.  See  Foulton^  Perjury,  (i6). 
See  chap.  58.  (b.c.d,)  flat.  23.  Hen.  6.  10.  (d). 

To  prevent  fpoyl  in  rivers  by  hallaji. 

(c)  Stat.  34.  Hen.  8.  9.  The  king,  for  the  good 
and  prefervation  of  rivers,  enafted,  that  what  perfon, 
or  perfons,  do  caft,  or  unlade  any  ballafl,  rubbifh, 
gravel,  or  other  v/reck  out  of  any  flnp,  crayer,  or 
other  veffels,  being  within  any  haven-road,  channel, 
or  river  to  any  port,  town,  or  other  city,  or 
borough,  within  this  realm,  but  onely  upon  the 
land,  above  the  full  fea-mark,  upon  pain  of  forfi- 
ture  of  five  pound  a  time,  the  one  half  to  the  king, 
the  other,  to  the  party  dilcovering,  that  will  fue  for 
the  fame,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  otherwife,  no  wager  of 
law  admitted,  or  any  effoyn,  or  proteftion  allowed, 
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This  is  a  legal  courfe,  but  Newcaftle  acts  not 
hereby,  as  you  may  fee,  in  chap.  34.  (c),  35.  (a.b), 
12.  chap.  (6),  14.  (b). 
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Sheriffs  punifned for  refufing  bail. 

(a)QTAT.  3.  Ed.  I.  15.  King  Edward  the  tirfl, 
\^  for  as  much  as  ftieriffs,  and  others,  which 
have  taken,  and  kept  in  prifon,  perfons  detefted  of 
felony,  and  incontinent,  have  let  out,  by  plevyn, 
fuch  as  were  not  replevifable,  and  kept  in  perfons, 
fuch  as  were  replevifable,  becaufe  they  would  win  of 
the  one  party,  and  grieve  the  other,  it  is  ordained, 
that  if  any  (heriffe,  or  any  other,  which  hath  the 
keeping  of  prifons,  let  any  go  at  large,  by  furety, 
that  is  not  replevifable,  and  thereof  be  attainted,  he 
fhall  lofe  his  fee,  and  office,  for  ever,  and  if  the 
under-fiicrifPe,  conftable,  or  bayliff,  of  fuch  who 
have  fees,  for  keeping  of  prifons,  do  it,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  his  lord,  or  any  other  baylifiF,  being  not 
of  fee,  they  fhall  have  three  years  imprifonment,  and 
make  fine,  at  the  kings  pleafure,  and  if  any  man 
with-hold  a  prifoner  replevifable,  after  that  they  have 
offered  fufficient  furety,  he  fliall  pay  a  grievous 
amerciament  to  the  king,  and  if  he  take  any  re- 
ward, for  the  deliverance  of  fuch,  he  fhall  pay  it 
double,  to  the  prifoner,  and  alfo,  fhall  pay  a  grievous 
amerciament,  to  the  king.  See  flat.  27.  Edw.  i.  3. 
ftat.  3.  lien.  7.  2.  the  iirfl  and  fecond  Philip  and 
Mary,  13.  See  30.  chap,  (b),  37.  chap,  (a),  41. 
chap.  (a). 

EKtortion 
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Extortion  in  officers. 

(b)  Srat.  3,  Ed.  i.  26.  The  king  ordains,  that 
none  of  his  officers  fliall  commit  extortion,  neither 
fherifFe,  nor  other  Ihall  take  reward,  to  do  his 
ofFice,  but  ihall  be  pskid,  of  that  which  they  take  of 
the  king,  and  he  that  fo  doth,  fhall  pay,  or  yeeld 
two  times  as  much,  and  fhall  be  punifhed,  at  the 
kings  pleafure.     See  flat.  23.  Hen.  6.  10. 

Outrageous  tole, 

(c)  St2.t.  3.  Edw.  I.  30.  The  king  ordains,  that 
fuch  who    takes  outrageous    tole,  contrary  to  the 
common  cuflomeof  the  realm,  in  market  towns,  by 
the  lord,  then  the  franchizes  of  the  faid  market,  to 
be  feized  into  the  kings  hand,  and   if  it  be  in  the 
kings  town,  which  is  let  in  the  farm,  the  franchizes 
to  be  feized,  in  the  kings  hand,  and  if  it  be  done, 
by  a  bayliffe,  without  confent  of  his  lord,  he  fhall 
reflore  double,  and  fliall  have  forty  dayes  imprifon- 
ment ;   touching   citizens,  and  burgeffes,  to  whom 
the  king  granted  murrage,  to  inclofe  their  towns,* 
which  takes  fuch  murrage,  otherwife  then  it  was 
granted  unto  them,  and  thereof  be  attainted,  it  is 
provided,  that  they  fliall  lofe  their  charter,  or  grant, 
for  ever,  and  (hall  be  grievoufly  amerced,  unto  the 
king.    (See  44.  Edw.  3.  fo.  20.)  43.  Edw.  3.  fo.  29. 
(Fit.  N.  B.  fo.  94.).  See  11.  chap,  (h),  44.  (i),  49. 
(c),  48.(a). 

Perfons  attached  out  of  their  liberty. 

(d)  Stat.  3.  Ed.  I.  34.  For  as  much  as  great  men, 
and  the  bayliffs,  and  others,  the  kings  officers  onely 
excepted,  unto  whom  fpecial  authority  is  given, 
which,  at  the  complaint  of  fome,  are  by  their  own 
authority  attached,  others  paffmg  through  their 
jurifdidions  with  their  goods,  compelling  them  to 
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anfwer  afore  them,*  upon  contra6t,  covenants,  and 
trefpaffes,  out  of  their  jurifdiction,  where  indeed 
they  hold  nothing  of  them,  or  within  their  fran- 
chizes,  where  their  power  is,  in  prejudice  of  the 
king,  and  his  crown,  and  to  the  damage  of  the 
people,  it  is  provided,  that  none,  from  henceforth, 
io  do,  and  if  any  do,  he  fhali  pay  to  him,  that  by 
his  occafion  fliall  be  attached,  his  damage  double, 
and  fliall  be  grievoufly  amerced  to  the  king.  3.  Ed,- 
1.16.     See  chap.  30.  (b). 

The  penalties  for  procuring  writs. 

(f.)  Stat.  13,  Edvv.  I.  36.  For  as  much  as  lords  of 
courts,  and  others,  that  keeps  courts,  and  ftewards, 
intending  to  grieve  their  inferiors,  where  they  have 
no  lawful  means  fo  to  do,  procures  others,  to  move 
matters  againft  them,  and  to  put  in  fureties,  and 
other  pledges,  or  to  purchafe  writs,  and  at  the 
fuit  of  fuch  plalntiffes,  compels  them  to  follow  the 
county,  hundred,  wapentake,  and  other  like  courts, 
untill  they  have  made  fine  with  them,  at  their  will ; 
it  is  ordained,  that  it  fliali  not  be  fo  ufed  hereafter, 
and  if  any  be  attached,  upon  fuch  falfe  complaints, 
he  Ihail  replevy  his  diftreife,  fo  taken,  and  fhall  caufe 
the  matter  to  be  brought  afore  the  juflice,  before 
whom,  if  the  fherifi.  baylifF,  or  other  lord,  after 
that  the  party  diilrained,  hath  framed  his  complaint, 
will  advow  the  diftreffe  lawful,  by  reafon  of  fuch 
complaints  made  unto  them,  and  it  be  replied,  that 
fuch  complaints  were  moved  malicioufly,  againft  the 
party,  by  the  folicitation,  or  procurement  of  the 
HierifF,  or  other  bayliffe,  or  lord,  the  fame  replica- 
tion fliall  be  admitted,  and  if  they  be  convicted 
hereupon,  they  fliall  make  fine  to  the  king,  and 
treble  damages  to  the  party  grieved.  See  (tat.  8. 
Eliz.  2. 
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No  tax  to  be  levied  but  by  parlia??ie7it,  Isfc. 

(f)  Stat.  25.  Edw.  1.6.  Be  it  enaded,  that  none 
fhall  be  charged,  by  any  charge,  or  impofition,  nor 
be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  tax,  talledge,  aid, 
or  other  like  charge,  not  fet  by  common  confent  in 
parliament. 

A  writ    called  Ad  qiioddamuniy    to  pur  chafe  fairs  j 
markets^  ^c. 

(g)  Stat.  27.  Ed.  I.  1299.  The  king  ordains, 
thit  if  any  perfon,  or  perfons,  having  a  mind  to  ob- 
tain any  liberties,  fairs,  markets,  or  the  like,  may 
have  this  writ  out  of  chancery,  called  Ad  quodda- 
mum ;  if  the  inqueft  paffe  for  them,  they  Ihall  have 
it,  for  remembrance  of  which  thing,  there  is  an  in- 
denture made,  and  divided  into  three  parts,  where- 
of one  part  remains  in  the  chancery,  another  in  the 
exchequor,  and  the  third  in  the  wardrop.  Regift. 
fo.  247.  Fitz.  N.  B.  fo.  221.  Raft.  Pla.  fo.  25.  32. 
See  chap.  48.  (a.b),  44.  (i),  49.  (a.g),  ^o.  (a),  29. 
(a),    47.    (a),   51.    (a),   50.   (c),   and  chap.    11. 

(I.K). 

This  writy  called  a  quo  ivarranio^  will  daflo  any  char- 
ter a  pecces  exceeded. 

(h)  Stat.  30.  Ed.  I.  1301.  The  king  and  his 
parliament,  provided  well  for  the  weal  of  the  nation, 
againft  any  indirect  courfe,  profecuted  under  colour 
of  charter,  grants,  &c.  either  by  not  putting  in  exe- 
cution, what  is  granted  to  corporations,  or  exceed- 
ing their  powers,  ordains  this  writ,  whereby  all  men 
may  have  right,  if  they  look  after  it,  viz.  The 
king  to  the  iherifF,  greeting,  fummon  by  good  fum- 
mons,  &c.  that  they  be  before  us,  at  &c.  in  our 
next  coming,  into  the  county  aforefaid,  or  before 
our  juftices  of  affize,  when  they  fl^iall  come  into 
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thofe  parts,  to  fhew,  by  what  warrant  they  claim 
fuch  liberties,  and  hold  a  view  of  frank  pledge,  in 
their  mannor  of  &c.  or  by  what  warrant  they  have, 
to  hold  Tholonium  {tollis)  for  them,  and  their 
heirs,  and  by  what  warrant  they  do  fuch  wrongs, 
&c. 

This  writ,  is  like  twenty  of  the  violenteft  maftiffs, 
upon  a  fmall  bear,  tearing  her  all  in  peeces,  they 
being  mimuzled.  There  is  great  want  of  fuch  bay- 
ting. 

(i)  Dodor  Lamb,  who  was  killed  by  a  rude- mul- 
titude, in  London,  and  foon  after  buried,  but  by 
reafon  a  coroner  did  not  view  his  dead  body,  &:c. 
this  writ  was  brought,  by  attorney  general  Noy, 
who  voided  their  charter,  and  they  were  fined  many 
thoufand  pounds,  and  paid,  &c. 

(k)  London-Derry,  onely  for  exceeding  their 
power,  in  their  charter,  were  ferved  the  very 
like,  &c. 

This  writ  would  do  the  like  to  Newcaflle,  if 
afted,  for  exceeding  their  powers,  and  not  burying 
jVlr.  Snapes  fon,  one  Gray,  and  William  Rea,  who 
were  drowned  in  that  river,  as  they  are  tyed  to  do 
by  charter.  See  chap.  lo.  (o.p),  and  fee  chap.  29. 
(a),  48.  (b),  49.  (y). 

iVb  d'ljirejfe  without  warrant, 

(l)  Stat.  34.  Ed.  I.  2.  The  king  ordains,  that  no 
officer  of  his,  or  his  heirs,  Ihall  take  any  corn,  cat- 
tle, or  any  other  goods  whatever,  from  any  perfon, 
without  the  good  will,  and  aifent  of  the  party,  to 
whom  the  goods  belonged.  See  chap.  47.  (a), 
30.  (b). 
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KING  EDWARD  THE  SECOND, 

Surnamed  Carnarven,  was  crouned^  at  Wejiminjleri 
at  the  22.  yere  of  his  age,  the  1j\.  of  February, 
1308.  He  raigned  19  yere,  6  monethes^  teas  depofed 
the  25.  ofjankvarius,  1326.  He  was  JIayne  in  the 
tajik  ofBarkley.,  in  the  43.  yere  of  his  age. 

Breaking  of  prifons. 

(a)OTAT.  I.  Ed.  2.  1307.  By  the  common-law 
\/j  of  England,  if  a  man  had  been  imprifoned,  and 
broke  the  prifon,  he  fhoukl  have  been  hanged,  for  what 
caufe  foever  he  had  been  imprifoned,  yea,  although 
it  had  been  but  for  trefpafs,  which  great  enormity 
was  redreffed,  by  this  ftatute  of  1.  Edw.  2.  intitu- 
led, De  frangentibus  prifonam,  the  words  where  be 
thefe,  touching  prifoners  breaking  of  prifon,  our 
lord  the  king,  doth  will  and  command,  that  none, 
which  from  henceforth  do  break  prifon,  fhall  have 
judgement  of  life,  and  member,  for  the  breaking  of 
prifon  onely,  except  the  caufe  for  the  which  he  was 
taken,  and  imprifoned,  doth  require  fuch  judgement;^ 
if  he  (hould  have  been  convicted  thereof,  according 
to  the  law,  and  cuftom  of  the  realm,  though  in  times 
pall,  it  hath  been  otherwife  ufed,  and  therefore  it  is  to 
be  confidered,  who  is  a  prifoner,  and  What  is  break- 
ing of  prifon.  According  to  the  meaning  of  the 
aforefaid  ftatute,  every  perfon,  who  is  under  arreft, 
for  felony,  is  a  prifoner,  as  well  being  out  of  the 
goal,  as  within,  fo  that  if  he  be  but  in  the  (locks, 
in  the  ftreet,  or  out  ot  the  ftocks,  in  the  polfeffion 
of  any,  that  hath  arrefled  him,  and  dor-h  make  an 
efcape,  that  is  a  breaking  of  prifon^  in  the  prifcner, 
for  imprifonment  is  none  other,  but  a  restraint  of 
liberty.  Raft.  pla.  fo.  247.  340.  Kil.  fo.  87. 
Dyer,   fo.    99.     Fitz.    Coron.    134.     Bro.    Coron. 
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Unfufficient  Sheriffs. 

(b)  Stat.  9.  Edw.  2.  1315.  The  king,  receiving 
great  complaints,  from  the  great  men,  and  people 
in  parliament,  throughout  the  whole  realm,  per- 
ceived great  damage  done  to  him,  and  great  op- 
prellion,  and  dillieritances  to  his  people,  by  reafon 
of  unfufficient  fheriffs,  and  bailiffs ;  the  king,  re- 
folved  to  prevent  fuch  evil  oppreffions,  and  difheri- 
tances,  by  the  aflfent  of  his  prelates,  barons,  &c. 
enaded,  that  the  fheriffs,  fliall  have  fufficient  land, 
within  the  fame  fhire,  to  anfwer  the  king,  and  his 
people,  and  to  attend  his  office,  and  if  any  fheriffs, 
or  hundreders,  be  unfufficient,  fliall  be  removed,* 
and  others,  more  convenient,  put  in  their  place  j 
that  none  fhall  farm  his  land  ;  that  writs,  fent  to  the 
fheriffs,  fliall  be  executed  by  the  hundreders,  fworn 
and  known ;  they  to  be  fuch- — — - — as  have  land,  to 
anfwer,  and  not  by  others,  fo  that  the  people  may 
know  to  whom  tofue,  fuch  execution,  faving  always 
the  returns  of  the  writs,  to  them  that  have  them, 
or  ought  to  have  them. 

The  king,  by  his  prerogaffve,  Jhall  have  the  ivteck  of 
thefea. 

(c)  Stat.  17.  Edw.  2.  II.  It  is  enacted,  that  the 
king  fhall  have  the  wreck  of  the  fea,  throughout 
the  realm,  whales,  and  great  fiurgeon,  taken  in  the 
fea,  or  elfewhere,  within  the  realm,  except  in  cer- 
tain places  privileged  by  the  king.  See  Itat.  3. 
Edw.  I.  4.  Raft.  pla.  fo.  611.  Co.  lib.  fo.  106.  108. 
I.  Hen.  7.  fo,  23.  II.  Hen.  4.  fo.  16.  9.  Hen.  7.  fo. 
20.  2S'  ^^^^'  6.  fo.  27.  See  chap.  10.  (s),  30.  (a), 
29.  (d),  30.  (c). 
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The  kingjhall  hai^e  all  felons  goods. 

(d)   Stat.    17.  Ed.    2.    16.     Be  it   enacted,    the 
king  fhall  have  the  goods  of  all  felons,  attainted,  and 
fugitives,  wherefoever  they   be  found,  and  if  they 
have  freehold,  then  it  fliall  be  forthwith  taken  into 
the  kings  hands,  and  the  king  fhall  have  all  profits 
of  the  fame,  by  one  year,  and  one  day,  and  the  land 
fhall  be  wafled,  and  deftroyed,  the  houfes,  woods, 
and  gardens,  and  all  manner  of  things,  belonging  to 
the  fame,  excepting  men  of  certain  places,  privileged 
by  the  king  therefore,   and  after  he  hath  had  the 
year  and  the  day,  and  the  wafte,  then  the  land  fliall 
be  reftored  to  the  chief  lord  of  the  fame  fee,  unlefs 
that  he  fine  before  with  the  king,  for  the  year  and 
the  day,  and  the  wafle;  neverthelefs,  it  is  ufed  in  the 
county  of  Glocefler,  by  cuftome,  that  after  one  year 
and  a  day,  the  lands,  and  tenements  of  fellons  fliall 
revert,  and   be  reflored  to  the  next  heir,  to  whom 
it  ought  to  have  defcended,  if  the  fellony  had    not 
been  done,  and  in  Kent,  the  cuflome  is  gavel  kind, 
the  father  to  the  bow,  and  the  fon  to  the  plow :  All 
heirs  male  fnall  divide  their  inheritance,  and  like- 
wife  women,  but   women  fhall  not  make  partition 
with  men,  and   a   woman,  after   the   death  of  her 
hufban.d,  fhall  be  endowed  of  the  moiety,  and  if  fhe 
commit  fornication,  in  her  widowhood,  or  take  an 
hufband  after,  fliall  loofe  her  dower.  Fitz.  N.  B.  fo. 
144.  Regifc.  fo.  165.  V.  N.  B.  fo.  99.  V.  N.  B.  fo, 
5.     See  chap.  10,  (s),  SZ-  C^)- 
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KING  EDWARD  THE  THIRD 


Borne  at  Win/or^  was  crowned^  at  Wejlminfter^  the 
1.  of  Feb.  1327,  behi^  \^  ye  ares  olde^  raigned  50 
yearesy  4  tnonibs^  24  dales,  dyed,  the  21.  cf  June, 
^Z77^  /j/?//?  buried y  in  WeJminJIer. 

Enquiry  of  Coalers,  which  Jhall  procure  prifoners  to 
hecofne  appealers. 

(a)OTAT.  I.  Edw.  3.  7.  Be  it  enaded,  for  the 
C3  efchewing  the  damages,  and  deftrudion,  that 
often  doth  happen  by  flieriffs,  goalers,  and  keepers 
of  prifons,  within  franchizes,  and  without,  which 
have  pained  their  prifoners,  and  by  fuch  evill  means, 
compel,  and  procure  them  to  become  appealers,  and 
to  appeal iiarmlefs,  and  guiltlefs  people,  to  the  in- 
tent to  have  ranfome  of  fuch  appealed  perfon,  for 
fear  of  imprifonment,  or  other  caufe,  the  juftices  of 
the  one  bench,  and  of  the  other,  and  juftices  of 
affizes,  and  goal  delivery,  fliall,  by  force  of  this 
ftatute,  enquire  of  fuch  compulfive  punifhments,  and 
procurements,  and  hear  the  complaints  of  all  them 
that  will  complain,  in  fuch  cafes  by  bill,  and  (hall 
hear,  and  determine  fuch  plaints,  as  well  at  (the  fuit 
of  the  party,  as  at  the  kings  fuit,  Stat.  13.  Edw. 
I.  12.  14.  Ed.  3.   10.  Raft.  pi.  fo.  56. 

None  to  ride  armed,  except,  i2fc. 

(b)  Stat.  2.  Edw.  3.  3.  Be  it  enaded,  that  none 
fhall  ride,  or  go  armed,  but  fuch  as  are  the  kings 
fervants,  or  being  licenced,  nor  his  officers,  to  do 
their  office  by  force  of  arms,  nor  bring  any  force,  in 
an  affray  of  the  peace ;  neither  to  be  armed  by  day, 
nor  night,  in  any  place,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
their  arms,  and  imprifonment,  during  the  pleafure 
pf  the  king:  All  officers  whatever  is  required  to  put 
this  aft  in  force.     See  chap.  37.  (a). 
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(c)  2.  Edw.  3.  6.  2.  Edw.  4.  5.  Every  jaftlce  of 
peace,  upon  his  difcretion,  may  bind  to  the  peace, 
or  good  behaviour,  fuch  as  are  common  barrators. 
A  common  barrator  is  he,  which  is  either  a  com- 
mon moov.er,  and  ftirrer  up,  or  maintainer  of  fuits 
in  law,  in  any  courts  of  record,  or  elfe  of  quarrels, 
or  parts  in  the  country  ;  as  if  any  court  of  record, 
.county  court,  hundred,  or  other  inferior  courts,  any 
p^rfon,  by  fraud,  and  malice,  under  colour  of  law, 
Ihall  themfeives  maintain,  or  ftir  up  others  unto 
multiplicity  of  unjulf,  and  feigned  fuits,  or  infor- 
mations, upon  penal  laws,  or  fhall  malicioully  pur- 
chafe  a  fpccial  fupplicavit  of  the  peace,  to  force  the 
other  party  to  yeeld  to  him  compofition,  all  fuch  as 
are  barrators  in  the  countrey,  and  thefe  are  three 
forts. 

Firft,  difturbers  of  the  peace;*  fuch  are  either 
common  quarrellers,  or  fighters  in  their  own  caufe, 
or  common  moovers,  or  maintainers  of  quarrels, 
and  affraies  between  others. 

Secondly,  common  takers,  or  detainers  by  force, 
or  fubtlety  of  the  poffefTions  of  houfes,  lands,  or 
goods,  which  have  been  in  queftion,  or  controverfie. 
Thirdly,  inventers,  and  fowers  of  falfe  reports, 
whereby  difcords  arifeth,  or  may  arife  between 
neighbors;  yea,  if  one  be  communis  feminator  litium^ 
he  is  a  barrator,  or  if  any  man,  of  himfelf,  be  com- 
munis opprefor  vicinorum,  a  common  oppreffor  of, 
or  wrangler  with  his  neighbors,  either  by  unjuft, 
or  wrangling  fuits,  or  other  opprefiions,  or  deceits, 
he  is  a  barrator,  or  if  one  communis  pads  periurbater^ 
calumniator.,  et  malefactor^  he  is  a  barrator,  but  all 
fuch  perfons  muff  be  common  barrators,  not  in  one, 
or  two,  but  in  many  caufes.  See  Lamb.  79.  Co.  8, 
36.  Co.  1.338.  Co.  8.  36.  Cromp.  257.   Co.  8.  7. 

(d)  Stat.  2.  Edw.  3.  8.  It  is  accorded,  and   efta-  i^^^'V^lJ^ 
blifhed,  that  it  fliall  not  be  commanded  by  the  great  neck  of  all 
feal,  nor  the  little  feal,  to  difturb,  or  delay  common  charters  in 
right,  and  though  fuch  commandements  do  come,  England,  that 

tj^^  be  unjult,  &c= 
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the  juftices  fliall  not  therefore  leave  to  do  right,  m 
any  point.  Stat.  9.  Hen.  3.  29.  5.  Ed.  3.  9.  14. 
Edw.  3.  14. 

Gold  andfiher  prohihitedf   &c. 

(e)  Stat  9.  Edw.  3.  I.  Noperfon  fhall  carry  goldj 
or  filver  out  of  the  r^alm,  without  the  kings  licence; 
who  fo  doth,  fhall  forfeit  all  fuch  as  is  carrying,  with 
fliip,  &c.  Stat.  5.  Rich.  2.  2.  Stat.  2.  Hen.  6.  6.  190 
Hen.  7.  5. 

Rates  on  visuals. 

(f)  Stat.  23.  Edw.  3.  6.  The  king  ordains,  all 
perfons  whatever,  which  fells  any  kind  of  viduals, 
fliall  be  bound  to  fell  their  viflual,  at  a  reafonable 
rate,  or  price,  having  refpeft  to  the  price,  that  fuch 
vi£luall  be  fold  at,  in  the  places  adjoyning,  fo  that 
the  feller  may  have  a  moderate  gain,  and  not  excef- 
five,*  and  if  the  feller  do  fell  otherwife,  fhall  pay  dou- 
ble back.  The  mayor,  and  bayliffs  of  the  city,  mar- 
ket-towns, and  other  corporate  towns,  and  the  ports  of 
the  fea,  fhall  have  power  to  enquire  of  all  offenders  in 
the  fame,  and  to  levy  the  faid  pain  (upon  them- 
felves)  for  their  ufe,  who  fueth  for  the  fame  ;  and  in 
cafe  the  mayor,  and  bayliffs,  be  negligent  in  put- 
ting in  execution,  any  of  the  premifes,  and  thereof 
be  convi£led,  before  judices  aifigned,  then  the  faid 
mayor,  and  bayliffs,  (ball  be  compelled  by  the  faid 
jullices,  to  pay  the  treble  of  the  things  fo  fold,  to  the 
party  damniiied,  and  alfo,  fhall  be  grievoully  punifh- 
ed  by  the  king.  23.  Edw.  3.  4.  See  chap.  50,  (a), 
44.  (e),  48.  (a),  51.  (a),  29.  (a).. 

None  to  be  condemned  ivithout  his  aufwcr^  'isfc* 

(G)Stat.  28.  Edw.  3.  3.    The  king  ordains,  that 
no  man,  of  what  eftate,  or  condition  he  be,  Ihall  be 
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put  out  of  his  land,  nor  tenements,  nor  taken,  nor 
imprifoned,  nor  dif-inhericed,  nor  put  to  death, 
without  being  brought  to  anfwer,  by  due  procefs  ot" 
law.  Stat.  9.  Hen.  3.  29.  5.  Kdw.  3.  9.  25.  Ed. 
3.  4.  See  chap.  10  (x),  38.  (c),  41.  (a),  43.  (d), 
38.  (a). 

Penalty  of  a  mayor ^  (her iff ^  and  aldermen^  for  not  re- 
drejfing  grievances, 

(H)Stat.  28.  Edw.  3.  10.  Becaufe  of  the  errors, 
defaults,  and  mifprllions,  which  be  notorioully  ufed 
in  cities,  boroughs,,  and  corporations,  for  default  of 
good  governance,  of  the  mayor,  flieriff,  and  alder- 
men, cannot  be  inquired,  nor  found,  by  people  of 
the  fame  town,  it  is  ordained,  and  eflabliflied,  that 
the  faid  mayor,  flierifis,  and  aldermen,  which  have 
the  governance  of  the  faid  town,  or  city,  fliall  caufe 
to  be  redrelfed,  and  correded,  the  defaults,  errors, 
and  mifprifions  above  named,  and  the  fame  duly 
punifli,  from  time  to  time,  upon  a  certain  pain,  that 
is  to  fay,  at  the  lirft  default,  a  thoufand  marks  to 
the  king,  the  fecond  default,  two  thoufand  marks, 
and  at  the  third  default,  that  the  franchizes,  and 
liberties  of  the  faid  town,  be  taken  into  the  kings 
hand;  it  fhall  be  enquired  of  by  foraign  inquefls,  of 
foraign  counties,  namely,  the  city  of  London,  but 
all  other  cities,  boroughs,  and  corporations,  to 
be  tryed  by  forain  inquefts,  in  the  fame  town,  v/hlch 
may  be  done  by  the  punifhment  of  judges,  thereun- 
to affigned  by  inqueft,  or  indictment,  and  called  to 
anfwer  the  fame,  out  of  their  town,  which  line  is  to 
be  leavyed  by  attachment,  and  diftrcfs,  and  by  exi- 
gent, if  need  be,  upon  any  land,  or  tenements  out 
of  their  town,  belonging  to  any  of  them. 
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KING  EDWARD  THE  SIXTH, 

Borne  at  Hamton  Courts  at  the  age  of  9  yeares,  began 
bis  raigne  the  31.  of  January y  i546>  crowned,  at 
Wefiminfler  the  20.  of  February  following.  He 
raigne d  6  yeares,  5  monthes^  died^  the  6.  of  fulie, 
buried,  at  Wejminjkr, 

Murder,  C/r. 

(a)OTAT.  I.  Edw.  6.  12.  It  is  murder  to  flrikc 
1/3  ■^^th  either  blunt,  or  fharp  weapon,  if  the 
party  dye  within  a  year  and  a  day,  and  the  blows 
given  upon  malice ;  neither  (hall  clergy  be  allowed. 
See  chap.  't^6,  (a). 

ViSiuallerSy  and  handicrafts-men. 

(b)  Stat.  2.  Edw.  6.  15.  For  as  much  as  artifi- 
cers, handicrafts-men,  and  labourers  have  made  con- 
federacies, and  mutually  fworn,  not  onely  that  they 
(hould  fell  their  victuals,  at  a  certain  rate,  and  not 
to  meddle  with  one  anothers  work,  and  finidi  that 
which  others  have  begun,  but  alfo,  to  appoint  hov/ 
tnuch  work  they  fliali  do  in  the  day,  and  what 
hours,  and  times  they  fliall  work,  contrary  to  the 
laws,  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  and  to  the  hurt, 
and  great  impoverifhment  of  the  kings  fubjeds ;  for 
reformation  whereof,  the  king  ordains,  that  if  any 
viftuallers,  or  artificers  aforefaid,  fliall  at  any  time 
combine,  confpire,  or  make  any  oaths,  that  they 
ihall  not  fell  their  viduals,  at  certain  prices,  or  that 
artificers  Hiall  not  work,  but  as  abovefaid,  being  con- 
vidled,  fliall  pay,  in  fix  dayes,  ten  pounds  to  the 
king,  or  twenty  dayes  imprifonment,  and  fed  onely 
with  bread  and  water,  if  he  have  not  fuificient  to 
pay  the  faid  fine  ;  for  the  fecond  offence,  the  pillory, 
or  twenty  pound,  and  for  the  third   offence,  fliall 
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forfeit,  forty  pounds,  or  elfe  be  fet  in  the  pillory, 
and  lofe  one  of  his  ears,  and  fliall  be  taken  as  an  in- 
famous man,  and  his  fayings,  and  oath,  not  to  be 
credited  in  matter  of  judgement ;  and  if  any  fuch 
confpiracy,  covenant,  or  promife  be  bad,  or  made 
by  any  fociefy,  brotherhood,  or  company  of  craft- 
myftery,  or  occupation  of  the  myfleries  afore-men- 
tiohed,  with  the  j^refence,  or  confent  of  the  mofl  of 
them,  that  tlien,  immediately  upon  fuch  act  of  con- 
fpiracy, covenant,  or  promife,  had,  or  made,  over 
and  befides  the  particular  punifhment,  before  in  this 
act  appointed,  for  the  offender,  their  corporation  fliall 
be  dilfol  ved,  to  all  intents,  conftruftions,  and  purpofes ; 
and  that  none  do  prefume  to  hinder  any  free-mafon, 
rough-malbn,  carpenter,  bricklayer,  plafterer,  joyn- 
er,  hard-hewer,  iawer,  tyler,  pavier,  glafier,  lyme* 
burner,  brick-maker,  tyle-maker,  plummer,  or  la- 
bourer, born  in  this  realm,  or  made  denifon,  to 
work  in  the  faid  crafts-,  in  any  city,  borough,  or 
town  corporate,  with  any  perfon,  or  perfons  that 
will  retain  him,  albeit  the  faid  perfons,  fo  retained, 
or.  any  of  them,  do  not  inhabit,  or  live  in  the  faid 
town,  &c.  nor  be  free  of  the  fame  city,  Sic.  any 
ftatute,  law,  ordinance,  or  other  thing  to  the  con- 
trary, upon  forfeiture  of  five  pound  a  time,  half  to  ' 
the  king,  and  half  to  the  party  fuing,  to  be  re- 
covered by  bill,  &c.  No  wager  of  law,  or  proteciion, 
allowed,  &;c.     See  chap.  29.  (e),  30.  (f),  36.  (a). 

Robbing  within  a  market  of  a  fair ^  booths  tent,   isfc. 

(c)  Stat.  5.  6.  Ed.  6.  14.  Be  it  enafted,  that  no 
perfon,  or  perfons  which  fliall  happen  to  be  found 
guilty,  after  the  laws  of  this  realm,  of,  and  for  rob- 
bing any  perfon,  or  p^iifons,  in  any  booth,  or  tent, 
in  any  fair,  or  market,  the  ov/ner,  his  wife,  chil- 
dren, or  fervant,  then  being  within  the  fame  bootji, 
or  tent,  fliall  not  be  admitted  the  benefit  of  his, 
or  their   clergy,    but   excluded   thereof,  and  fafi'^r 
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death,  without  confideration,  v/hether  the  faid  per- 
fons  within,  fhall  be  fleeping,  or  waking.  See  chap. 
47-  (b),  49-  (d),  51-  (a),  II.  (n). 

Fore-Jlalling,  regrators,  ingrocers. 

(d)  Stat.  5.  6.  Edw.  6.  14.  The  law  being  fo  good 
againft  thefe  offenders,  that  I  fhall  give  Poultons  ex- 
pofition  thereof,  viz.  They  deferve  to  be  reckoned 
amongft  the  number  of  oppreflbrs  of  the  common 
good,  and  publick  weal  of  the  nation,  for  they  do 
endeavour  to  enrich  themfelves,  by  the  impoverifhing 
of  others,  and  refpe^t  not  how  many  lofes,  fo  they 
may  gain. 

They  have  been  exclaimed  of,  and  condemned  in 
parliament,  from  one  generation  to  another,  as  ap- 
pears by  many  ftatutes,  at  leaft  fourteen  ftatutes, 
efpecially  fore-ftallers,  as  appears  by  34  Ed.  i.  when 
it  was  ordained,  that  no  foreflaller,  fliould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  dwell  in  any  town,  *for  he  is  a  manifeft  op- 
preffor  of  the  poor,  and  deceiver  of  the  rich,  a  pub- 
lick  enemy  of  the  country,  a  canker,  a  moth,  and 
a  gnawing  worm,  that  daily  wafteth  the  common- 
wealth. And  the  name,  and  adb  of  a  foreftaller  was 
fo  odious,  that  it  was  moved  in  parliament,  to  enacl, 
that  a  foreftaller  fhould  be  bated  out  of  the  town, 
where  he  dwelt,  by  dogs,  and  whipped  forth  with 
whips,  (Newcaltle  would  have  been  empty)  and  by 
this  ffatute,  it  declareth  who  are  ofi'enders,  and  what 
punifhment  to  be  inflifted. 

That  whatfoever  perfon,  or  perfons,  fliall  buy,  or 
caufe  to  be  bought,  any  merchandize,  vidual,  or 
other  thing,  coming  by  land,  or  water,  towards  any 
fair,  or  market,  to  be  fold  in  the  fame,  or  coming 
towards  any  city,  port,  or  haven,  creek,  or  road  of 
this  nation,  from  any  part,  beyond  the  leas  to  be 
fold. 

Or  make  any  bargain,  contraft,  or  promife  for 
the  having,  or  buying  of  the  fame,  or  any  part  of 
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the.  fame,  fo  coming  as  aforefaid,  before  the  fame 
merchandize,  viftual,  or  other  things  fhali  be  in  the 
market,  fair,  city,  port,  haven,  creek,  or  road,  ready 
to  be  fold  ;  or  fhail  make  any  motion  by  word,  letter, 
mefTage,  or  otherwife,  to  any  perfon,  or  perfons,  for 
the  inhanfing  of  the  price,  or  dear  felling  of  any  of 
the  other  things  abovementioned  ;  or  elfe  diiTwade, 
move,  or  flir  any  perfon  coming  to  the  market,  or 
fair,  to  forbear  to  bring  any  of  the  things  above- 
mentioned,  to  any  fair,  or  market,  city,  port,  &c. 
to  be  fold  as  aforefaid,  ihall  be  adjudged  a  foreflaller, 
13.  Eliz.  excepts  oyls,  fugars,  fpices,  currans,  or 
other  foreign  victuals,  brought  from  beyond  the  fea, 
fifh,  and  fak  only,  excepted. 

A  regrator,  defined.  What  perfon,  or  perfons  fliall 
by  any  means  regrate,  obtain,  or  get,  into  his,  or 
their  hands,  or  poireflions,  in  any  fair,  or  market 
within  this  nation,  to  be  fold,  any  dead  viftual 
whatfoever  brought  thither  for  that  purpofe,  and  do 
fell  the  fame  again,  in  any  fair,  or  market  holden,  or 
kept  in  the  fame  places,  or  within  any  market,  or 
fair,  within  four  miles  thereof,  fliall  be  reputed,  and 
taken  for  a  regrator,  or  regrators. 

An  engroifer,  is  he,  or  they  which  fhall  engroife, 
or  get,  into  his,  or  their  hands,  by  buying,  con- 
trafting  by  promife,  taking  other  then  by  demife, 
grant,  or  leafe  of  land,  or  tythe,  any  corn,  growing 
in  the  fields,  or  any  other  corn,  or  grain,  butter, 
cheefe,  filh,  or  other  dead  viftuals  whatfoever,  within 
the  nation,  to  the  intent  to  fell  the  fame  again,  fliall 
be  reputed,  and  taken,  an  unlawful  engroffer,  or  en- 
groflfers. 

If  any  perfon,  or  perfons  fliall  offend,  in  any  of 
the  things  before  recited,  and  being  thereof  duly 
convicted,  or  attainted  thereof,  by  the  laws  of  this 
nation,  for  the  firfl  offence,  fliall  fuffer  two  months 
imprifonment,  without  bayl,  or  mainprize,  and  for- 
feit the  value  of  the  goods,  for  the  fecond  offence, 
fix  months   imprifonment,  without  bayl,  or  main- 
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prize,  and  lofe  double  the  value  of  the  goods,  and 
upon  conviclion  of  the  third  offence,  fhall  be  fee  in 
the  pillory,  where  he  dwells,  in  the  fame  town,  and 
lofe  all  the  goods,  he,  or  they  have,  wliich  was  to 
their  own  ufe,  and  be  committed  to  prifon,  during 
the  kings  pleafure.     It  is  but  Midoiis,  mutandis. 

Every  juftices  of  every  county,  is  to  enquire,  aiui 
determine  of  the  offences,  in  their  quarter-leilions, 
upon  inquifition,  prefentment,  bill,  or  information, 
exhibited,  and  proved  by  two  witneffes,  the  one 
half  of  the  fine  to  the  king,  the  other  to  the  party 
dil'coverer. 

What  juftice  can  be  expected,  or  had  in  Newcaftle, 
the  mayors,  juftices,  and  burgeffes,  being  the  of^ 
fenders,  judges,  (p)  jurors  in  their  own  caufes,  and 
muff  be  tryed  in  the  fame  county,  (t)  themfelves  to 
have  the  fines,  as  by  charter  appears.  *  See  flat.  21. 
k.  James,  4.  (t).  See  10.  chap.  (l).  (p),  chap.  10. 
(r).  (*)See  (tat.  5.  Eliz.  12. 

The   tovjYi  of  Gates-heady  and  all  liberties,  given  ta 
Newcq/^le,  i^e. 

(e)  Stat.  7.  Edw.  6.  10.  There  being  no  bifhop  of 
Durham,  elected,  nor  any  member  of  parliament, 
for  that  county,  which  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes  of 
Newcaftle,  perceiving,  petitioned  the  king,  that  the 
tow^i  of  Gatefhead,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  ad- 
ioyning  to  their  corporation,  only  the  river  of  Tyne 
between,  being  populous,  and  without.  gover;iment, 
and  often  committing  many  outrages,  in  their  town, 
and  then  got  over  the  water,  into  the  toM^n  of 
Gates-head  unpunifhed,  and  that  often  they  cail 
rubbifh  into  the  river,  and  alfo,  that  the  bridge  went 
to  decay  very  much,  which  belonged  to  that  town, 
humbly  befeeching,  that  his  majeity,  would  be  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed,  to  incorporate  that  town,  with  them, 
under  their  government,  with  all  its  members,  and 
falt-meadows,  and  park,  and  that  it  may  be  quite 
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taken  from  the  county  of  Durham,  and  all  the 
people  therein,  to  become  fubordlnate  to  their  laws. 
Be  it  enaded,  that  the  whole  town  of  Gates-head, 
with  the  falt-meadows,  the  whole  water,  and  bridge, 
with  all  the  liberties  thereunto  belonging,  except 
the  common,  which  Ihall  flill  remain  to  the  inha- 
bitants, be  incorporated  with  Newcaftle,  and  dif- 
ioMied  from  the  county  of  Durham,  as  Newcaftle 
was  from  Northumberland,  by  charter. 
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Borne  at  Boiirdcaiix^  fomie  to  Edward^  prince  of 
Wales,  hcgaim  his  raigne,  the  21.  of  fune^  anno. 
Dom,  1377.  He  raigned  11  years,  was  depofed,  and 
died,  the  14.  of  Feb.  1399.  Firft^  buried  at  Langley, 
in  Hartfordjhire,  and  afterwardsy  at  WeJIminJier. 

A  free  trade  In   all  England, 

(a)(OTAT.  11.  Rich.  2.  7.  and  the  14.  Rich.  2. 
\^  9.  Be  it  cnaded,  that  all  merchants,  aliens, 
and  denifons,  and  all  other,  and  every  of  them,  of 
what  eflate,  or  condition  they  be,  which  will  buy, 
or  fell  corn,  wine  averdepoize,  flefli,  fifli,  and  all 
other  victual,  or  other  merchandizes,  and  all  other 
things  vendible,  from  whencefoever  they  come,  in 
whatfoever  place  they  pieafe,  be  it  city,  borough, 
town,  port,  of  the  fea,  fair,  market,  or  other  place 
within  this  realm,  within  franchizes,  or  without, 
may  freely,  or  without  diflurbance,  fell  the  fame  to 
whom  they  pieafe,  as  well  to  foreigners,  as  to  de- 
nizens, except  to  the  enemies  of  the  king,  and  of 
his  realm. 

And 
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And  if  any  difturbance  be  done,  to  any  fuch  mer- 
chant, &c.  upon  his  fail  of  the  fame,  in  any  of  the 
places  aforefaid,  the  mayor,  and  bayliffs  of  fuch 
franchizes,  ihall  make  remedy,  but  if  they  do  not, 
and  being  thereof  convidled,  the  franchizes  fhall  be 
taken,  into  the  kings  hand,  and  the  party  grieving, 
diall  make  to  the  merchant  grieved,  double  dama- 
ges. 

And  if  fuch  difturbance  be  out  of  the  franchized 
towns,  then  the  fteward,  or  bayliffe  of  fuch  lord, 
who  is  lord  of  the  manner,  fhall  give  right,  or  pay 
double  damages  ;  the  party  offending  fhall  be  im- 
prifoned,  for  one  whole  year,  and  that  none  fuch 
Ihall  be  difturbed,  but  fhall  freely  buy,  and  fell,  for 
his  own  ufe,  or  to  the  kings,  &c.  except  that  the  mer- 
chant, aliens,  fhall  carry  no  wines  out  of  the  realm, 
as  it  is  contained,  in  their  charters. 

And  that  the  faid  things  be  holden,  kept,  and 
performed,  in  every  city,  borough,  town,  port  of 
the  fea,  or  any  other  place,  notwithftanding  any 
charter  of  franchize,  to  them  granted,  to  the  con- 
trary, nor  ufage,  cuftome,  nor  judgement,  given 
upon  their  charters,  ufages,  nor  cuftomes,  which 
they  may  alleage,  which  charters,  ufages,  and  cuf- 
tomes, the  faid  king,  the  grand-fathers,  the  prelates, 
earls,  barons,  and  great  men,  and  commons  in  par- 
liament aforefaid,  holds  thefe  faid  charters,  &c.  of 
no  force,  and  as  being  things,  granted,  ufed,  and 
accuftomed  to  the  damage  of  the  king,  the  prelates, 
earls,  barons,  and  great  men  of  his  realm,  and  great 
opprelTion  of  the  commons,  faving  to  the  king,  and 
to  other,  the  cuftomes  due  of  the  faid  merchan- 
dizes. 

And  the  chancellor,  treafurer,  and  juftices,  afligned 
to  hold  the  pleas  of  the  king,  in  places  where  they 
come,  fhall  enquire  of  fuch  difturbances,  and  grie- 
vances, and  do  punifhment,  according  as  is  before 
ordained. 
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And  by  a  ftatute,  made  the  25.  Edw.  3.  2.  it  was 
ordained,  and  eftablifiied,  that  the  faid  ftatutes, 
made  in  the  ninth  year,  chapter  i.  in  all  points, 
and  articles,  contained  in  the  lame,  fhould  be  hold- 
en,  kept,  and  maintained,  &c. 

And  if  any  charter,  letters  pattents,  proclama- 
tions, or  commandements,  ufage,  allowance,  or 
judgement  were  made  to  the  contrary,  the  fame 
fhould  be  utterly  repealed,  avoyded,  and  holden 
for  none. 

And  that  it  is  free  for  any  whatever,  that  brings 
any  provifions  whatever,  to  fell  the  fame,  or  other 
merchandizes,  by  grofTe,  or  retail,  either  in  the  city  of 
London,  or  any  other  port,  city,  borough,  or  town- 
corporate  in  England,  without  challenge,  or  im- 
peachment, and  to  fell  them  freely,  to  any  that  will 
buy  the  fame,  notwithftanding  any  grant  whatever, 
to  the  contrary,  notwithllanding  any  franchize,  cuf- 
tome  ufed,  fmce  fuch  franchizes,  and  cuftomes, 
ufages,  be  in  common  prejudice  to  the  king,  and 
all  people,  &c. 

And  that  no  mayor,  bayliff,  catch-pole,  minijfler, 
nor  other,  fliall  meddle  in  the  fail  of  any  manner  of 
victuals  vendible,  brought  to  the  places  aforefaid. 

And  all  men  that  will  fue,  may  have  a  writ  out  of 
the  chancery,  to  attach  him  by  his  body,  that  offend,^ 
herein,  as  a  diflurber  of  the  common  profit,  &c. 

The  king  feeing  cleerly  if  the  faid  flatutes  were 
duly  put  in  execution,  would  much  extend  to  the 
profits,  and  wealth  of  the  whole  nation,  do  ordain, 
and  eftabliili,  by  aifent  of  the  prelates,  dukes,  earls, 
barons,  great  men,  nobles,  and  commons,  in  this 
prefent  parliament,  aflembled,  that  the  faid  flatutes, 
fhall  be  firmly  holden,  kept,  maintained,  and  fully 
executed,  in  all  points,  and  articles  of  the  fame, 
notwithflanding  any  ordinance,  ftatute,  charter,  let- 
ters pattents,  franchizes,  proclamations,  commande- 
ments,  ufage,  allowance,  or  judgement   be   made, 
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or  ufed  to  the  contrary,  it  fliail  be  utterly  repealed, 
avoyded,  and  holden  for  none. 

This  flatute  was   obtained,  by  a  petition  (worth 
reading)  from  all  the  nobles,   and  commons  of  Eng- 
land, as  you  may  read,  in  the  ninth  of  Edward  the 
-s  third,  chapter  the   firft,    it   laying  open  the   great 

grievance  of  the  whole  nation,  in  parliament,  of 
provifions,  and  other  merchandizes,  being  engroffed 
into  private  hands,  and  reftraining  all  others  from 
trading,  but  themfelves,  &c.  See  chap.  29.  (c), 
30.  (d),    32.  (d),    35.   (a),    38.   (a),    51.    (b.c). 

This  flatute  revived,  would  make  England  as 
happy  as  Venice,  for  riches,  Sec. 

Merchant-Jlrangers  jhall  he  ivell  iifcd. 

(b).  Stat.  14.  Rich.  2.  9.  Be  it  enafted,  that 
merchant-ftrangers,  repairing  into  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land, (hall  be  well,  and  courteouily,  and  rightfully 
intreated,  and  governed  in  the  faid  realm,  to  the  in- 
tent, that  they  fhall  have  the  courage  to  repajr  into 
the   fame.     See  chap.  30.  (b),  41.   (a). 

The  duke  of  Venice,  by  tolierating  a  free  trade, 
all  the  nobility,  and  gentry  trades  in  merchandizings, 
which  doth  fo  improve  his  revenew,  that  it  main- 
tains his  wars,  without  other  impofilions,  he  being 
able  to  wage  war  with  the  moll  potenteft  prince  that 
is,  &c. 

iVb  cujlomers  to  he  tradersy  no?'  to  have  parts  of  jliips, 

(c)  Stat.  14.  Rich.  2.  10.  The  king  ordains, 
that  no  cuftomers,  nor  controlers  have  any  Ihips  ot 
their  own,  nor  meddle  with  the  fraught  of  fhips, 
and  to  efchew  as  well  the  damage  of  the  king,  ol 
his  cultoms,  as  the  lolfe  of  the  merchants,, repairing 
to  the  port,  as  well  aliens,  as  denizons ;  and  that 
no  cuflomer,  controler,  fearcher,  waiter,  orfmder, 
have  any  fuch  office  for  terme  of  life,  but  onely, 

as 
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as  long  as  fhall  pleafe  the  king,  notwithftanding  any 
pattent,  or  grant  to  any,  to  the  contrary,  but  fuch 
patterns,  or  grants,  be  repealed,  and  of  no  force, 
nor  value,     atat.  17.  Rich.  2.     See  chap.  (35). 

Staiiite  of  ?nortmain, 

(d)  Stat.  i5i  Rich.  2.  5.  Be  it  enaded,  what 
mayors,  baylilis,  and  commons  of  cities,  boroughs, 
and  other  towns,  which  have  perpetual  commonalty, 
and  others,  which  have  officers,  that  from  hence- 
forth, they  Ihall  not  purchafe  to  them,  and  their 
commons,  any  lands,  &c.  nor  no  religious,  or 
other  perfon,  whatever  he  be,*  do  buy,  or  fell,  or 
under  colour  of  gift,  or  terme,  or  any  other  man- 
ner of  title,  any  lands,  tenements,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  fame,  whereby  the  faid  lands,  and 
tenements,  might  have  come  to  mortmain. 

Riotsy  routs y  l^c. 

(e)  The  4.  year,  king  Rich.  2,  Riots,  routs, 
and  unlawfull  aflfemblies,  have  been  fo  many  times 
pernicious,  and  fatal  enemies,  to  the  peace,  and 
tranquility  of  the  nation,  that  it  did  Ihake  the  foun- 
dation, and  form  of  flate-government,  as  that  of  a 
collector  of  a  fubfidy,  at  Dartford,  in  Kent,  in  his 
days,  in  requiring  but  a  groat  of  a  taylor,  and  his 
wife,  grew  to  fuch  a  head  of  difcontentment,  and 
not  being  tim.ely  queld,  became  fuch  a  rebellion, 
that  it  put  the  king  in  great  hazard  of  his  life,  the 
burning  of  the  city  of  London,  the  nobles,  and 
gentry,  with  the  learned  of  the  law,  beheaded,  and 
others,  in  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  families  over- 
thrown, and  the  records  of  law  burnt.  Wat.  Tyler 
was  captain.     See  Hen.  6.  (b).  See  chap.  37.  (a). 
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Maria,  nata  Grenouici,  ii.  Fchru.  1505,  infipli^ 
regnare,  6.  Juli,  1553.  Regnavit,  5  amios,  et  4 
menjts,  obyt^  annos  nata^  45,  ^/  9  menfis, 

The  town  of  Gates-head  taken  from  Neivcajlle. 

(a)OTAT.  I.  Mary,  chap.  3.  So  foon  as  bifhop 
(>^  Tunftall  was  created  bifliop  of  Durham,  laid 
open  to  the  queen,  and  parliament,  the  illegallity  of 
Gates-heads  being  taken  from  the  county  of  Durham, 
and  incorporated  with  Newcaftle,  and  how  furrepti- 
tioufly  they  got  it  pafl,  by  a£t  of  parliament,  and 
humbly  befeeched,  that  the  town,  and  liberties  of 
Gates-head,  might  be  reftored  to  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham again,  which  could  not  well  be  done,  without 
that  ftatute  of  the  7.  Edw.  6.  10.  were  repealed. 
After  a  great  debate  in  parliament,  it  was  found  onely 
a  covetous  difpofition,  in  the  corporation  of  New- 
caftle, to  require  that  from  king  Edward  the  fixth, 
and  in  no  wayes  for  the  good  of  any,  in  any  parti- 
cular fenfe,  who  enaded,  that  the  ftatute  of  the 
feventh  of  Edward  the  fixth,  chapter  the  tenth, 
fhould  be  repealed,  and  of  no  force,  to  all  intents, 
and  purpofes,  and  the  town  of  Gates-head  fhould  be 
free,  from  the  corporation  of  Newcaflle,  kc,  bee 
chap.  7.  and  chap.  8. 

SwFET  Queen. 
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qUEEN  ELIZABETH. 

The  mojl  excellent  princes  Elizabeth,  qucene  of  Eng- 
lande,  France,  and  Ireland,  defcndor  of  the  faith, 
isfc.  She  raigned  44.  yeares,  died,  the  24.  of  March, 
1602,  aged  69,  6  monthes,  and  lieth  buried,  at 
VVeJiininJier. 

Hoiv  long  apprentices  fhould  fer-ve, 

(a)  O  tat.  5.  Ellz.  4.  Be  it  enaded,  that  all  ap- 
V^  prentices,  in  every  corporate  town,  through 
England,  fhall  ferve,  after  the  cuftome,  and  order 
of  London,  the  full  term  of  feven  years,  at  leaft,  fo 
as  the  terme,  and  years  of  fuch  apprentices,  do  not 
expire,  or  determine,  before  fuch  apprentices  be  of 
the  age  of  four  and  twenty  years,  at  leafl ;  and  if  an 
apprentice  be  mif-ufed,  by  the  non-conformity  of 
the  mafter,  then,  the  next  officer,  upon  complaint, 
ihall  bind  the  mailer  to  anfwer  the  fellions,  and  the 
caufe  appearing,  the  bench  may  difcharge  the  ap- 
prentice from  his  mafter.     See  chap,  t^^,  (c). 

The  punifhment  of  perjury,  ^c. 

(b)  Stat.  5.  Eliz.  9.  Be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  per- 
fon,  or  perfons,  at  any  time,  fhall  unlawfully,  and 
corruptly,  procure  any  witneffe,  or  witneffes,  by  let- 
ters, rewards,  or  any  other  promifes,  to  commit  any 
wilful,  and  corrupt  perjury,  in  any  matter,  or  caufe 
whatfoever,  now  depending,  or  which  hereafter  fhall 
depend,  in  fuit,  or  variance,  by  any  writ,  action, 
bill,  complaint,  or  information,  upon  any  matter, 
or  caufe  whatever,  and  being  thereof  convided,  fliall 
forfeit  forty  pound;  and  if  he  have  not  fo  much, 
then  to  be  imprifoned  for  half  a  yeer,  without  bail, 
or  mainprize,  and  to  ftand  in  the  pillory,  one  hour, 
in  a  market  day,  in  the  open  market,  and  never  to 
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be  received  as  a  witneffe,  in  any  courts  of  record  ; 
and  if  judgement  be  given,  upon  his  teftimony,  it 
ihall  be  void,  and  the  party  grieved  have  his  dama- 
ges. 

And  if  any  perfon  fliall  wilfully  perjure  himfelf, 
by  committing  wilful  perjury,  by  his  depofition  in 
any  courts,  or  being  examined,  Ad  perpetuam  rei 
mejv.oriam,  for  which  offence,  he  fhall  forfeit  twenty 
pound,  and  imprifonment  for  fix  months,  without 
bail,  or  mainprize,  and  never  to  be  as  a  witnelTe  in 
any  court,  and  that  the  oath  Ihall  be  void,  and  party 
grieved  to  recover  his  damages ;  and  if  he  be  not 
able  to  pay  his  fine,  then  to  be  fet  in  the  pillory, 
having  both  his  ears  nayled  thereunto,  and  never  to 
be  credited  again  in  any  court;  the  one  half  of  the 
fine  to  the  queen,  and  the  other  to  the  party  grieved, 
that  will  fue  for  the  fame,  by  bill  of  indidment, 
&c.  wherein  there  fliall  be  no  wager  of  law,  &c. 

And  all  witneiTes  are  required,  upon  fummons,  to 
appear,  to  give  evidence,  reafonable  charges  allowed; 
and  upon  default,  to  forfeit  ten  pound,  and  all  the 
damages  fuftained,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of 
record,  by  adion,  bill,  &c.  No  wager  of  law,  &;c. 
See  flat.  21.  k.  James,  28.  made  perpetual.  See 
chap.  31.  (a),  34.  (a.b),  42.  (a). 

Fore-Jlallers  of  corrii  ^e. 

(c)  Stat.  5.  Eliz.  12.  Be  it  enabled,  that  no  per- 
fon, or  perfons,  fhall  buy  any  corn,  out  of  open 
fair,  or  market,  to  fell  again,  unleife  fuch  perfons 
Ihall  have  fpecial,  and  exprefs  words  in  a  licence, 
that  he,  or  they,  may  fo  do,  upon  pain  of  the  for- 
feiture of  five  pounds,  for  fo  domg,  which  forfeiture 
to  come  to  the  queen,  the  one  half,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  party  that  will  fue  for  the  fame,  by  bill, 
he.     See  flat.  5.  6.  Ed.  6.  14.     See  chap.  $0.  (a), 
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Arrsjiings  in  other  7ne?is  names,  and  delays,  tsfc, 

(d)  Stat.  8.  Ellz.  2.  Be  it  enaded,  by  this  prefent 
parliament,  that  if  any  perfon,  or  perlbns,  fhall  by 
any  means  caufe,  or  procure,  any  other  perfon  to  be 
arrefted,  or  attached,  at  the  fuit,  or  in  the  name  of 
any  perfon,  where  indeed  no  fuch  perfon  is  known, 
or  without  the  affent,  confent,  or  agreement  of  fuch 
perfons,  at  whofe  fuit,  or  in  whofe  name,  fuch  arreft, 
or  attachment  is,  or  fnall  be  fo  had,  and  procured, 
that  then,  every  fuch  perfon,  and  perfons,  that  fliall 
fo  caufe,  or  procure  any  fuch  arreft,  or  attachment 
of  any  other  perfon,  to  be  had,  or  made  for  vexa- 
tion, or  trouble,  and  fhall  thereof  be  convided,  or 
lawfully  accufed,  by  indictment,  prefentment,  or 
by  the  teftimony  of  two  fufficient  witnefles,  or  more, 
or  other  liue  proof,  fhall,  for  every  fuch  offence,  by 
him,  or  them  committed,  done,  or  procured,  have, 
and  fuffer  imprifonment  of  his,  or  their  body,  fix 
months,  without  bail,  or  mainprize,  and  before  a 
deliverance  out  of  prifon,  ffiall  pay  unto  the  party, 
fo  arrelled,  or  attached,  treble  the  cofts,  and  char- 
ges, damages,  and  expences,  that  he,  or  they  fhall 
be  put  unto,  by  reafon,  or  occafion  of  fuch  arreft, 
or  attachment  fo  had,  and  fhall  alio  forfeit,  and  pay 
unto  fuch  perfon,  or  perfons,  in  whofe  name,  or  at 
whofe  fuit,  he,  or  they,  fhall  fo  procure  fuch  arreft, 
or  attachment  to  be  had,  or  made,  if  then  there  be 
any  fuch  perfon  known,  the  funmie  of  ten  pounds, 
for  every  fuch  offence ;  and  that  all  fuch  perfons, 
damnified  thereby,  fliall  have  their  remedy  in  any 
court  of  record,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  aclion  of  debt,  for 
all  damages,  &c.  wherein  there  fhall  not  be  any 
cffoyn,  protedion,  or  wager  of  law,  allowed  the  de- 
fendant.    See  ftat.  13.  Ed.  i.  36. 
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The  penalty  of  cutting  of  purfes. 

(E)Stat.  8.  Eliz.  4.  Whereas  there  are  a  certain 
people,  of  a  fraternity,  or  brother-hood,  that  puts  in 
practice  that  art,  or  myflery,  of  cutting  of  purfes, 
and  that  do  combine  fecretly,  to  fpoyl  the  true  fub- 
jects  of  this  realm,  be  it  therefore  enafted,  that 
whofoever  be  found  guilty  of  taking  away  monies, 
&c.  in  fuch  fort,  from  any  perfon,  or  perfons,  fhali 
not  have  the  benefit  of  clergy.  See  chap.  12.  (5), 
39-  (a). 

Sheriffs  fees  for  executing  executions^  l^c, 

(f)  Stat.  29.  Eliz.  4,  Be  it  enafted  by,  this  prefent 
parliament,  that  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  any  fheriff, 
or  bayliff  of  franchizes,  or  liberties,  or  any  of  the 
officers,  or  deputies,  nor  any  of  them,  by  colour, 
or  reafon  of  their,  or  either  of  their  office,  or  offices, 
to  have,  receive,  or  take  of  any  perfon  whatever,  di- 
rectly, or  indirectly,  for  the  ferving,  and  executing 
of  any  extent,  or  execution,  upon  the  body,  lands, 
goods,  or  chattels  of  any  perfon,  or  perfons  whatfoe- 
ver,  more,  or  other  coniideration,  or  recompence,  than 
as  in  this  prefent  act  fhall  be  limited,  and  appoint- 
ed, which  fliall  be  lawful  to  be  had,  received,  and 
taken,  that  is  to  fay,  twelve  pence,  of,  and  for 
every  twenty  fliillings,  where  the  fumme  exceedeth 
not  one  hundred  pounds,  and  fix  pence,  of,  and 
for  every  twenty  fliillings,  being  over  and  above 
the  faid  fumme  of  one  hundred  pounds,  that  he,  or 
they  fhall  levie,  or  extend,  and  deliver  in  execution, 
or  take  the  bodie  in  execution  for,  by  vertue,  and 
force  of  fuch  extent,  or  execution  whatfoever,  upon 
pain,  and  penalty,  that  all,  and  every  fheriff,  &c. 
that  do  the  contrary,  fhall  lofe,  and  forfeit  to  the 
party  grieved,  his  treble  damages,  and  fhall  forfeit 
forty  pound,  for  every  time  fo  offending,  the  half  there- 
of to  the  queen,  and  the  other  to  the  party  fuing,  by 
bill,  plaint,  action,  or  information,  wherein  no  elfoyn, 
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wager  of  law,  or  prote£tion,  fhall  be  allowed.     This 
ftatute  not  to  extend  to  any  city,  or  town  corporate. 

^he  poor  to  be  Jet  on  work, 

(g)  Stat.  43.  Eliz.  1.  Be  it  enabled,  by  this  prefent 
parliament,  and  the  authority  thereof,  that  all  poor 
be  fet  on  work,  by  the  church-wardens,  or  over- 
feers,  and  fuch  as  will  not  v/ork,  being  able,  fiiaii 
be  fent  to  the  houfe  of  correction.  See  chap.  38. 
(a.c). 

Sheriffes  pinijhahle  for  falfe  arrejist  l^c, 

(h)  Stat.  43.  Eliz.  6.  For  the  avoyding  many 
fuits  commenced,  according  to  the  due  courle  of  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  to  the  intollerable  vexation,  and 
charge  of  her  highnefle  fubjeds,  be  it  enabled,  by 
authority  of  this  parliament,  if  any  fheriff,  or  other 
perfon,  having  authority,  or  taking  upon  him  to 
break  writs,  or  make  any  warrant,  for  the  fummon- 
ing  of  any  perfon,  upon  any  writ,  procefle,  fuit,  or 
for  arreft,  or  attaching  of  any  perfon,  or  perfons, 
by  his,  or  their  body,  or  goods,  to  appear  in  any 
of  her  majefties  courts,  at  Weftminfter,  or  elfe- 
where,  not  having  before,  that  originall  writ,  or 
proceffes,  warranting  the  fame,  that  then,  upon  com- 
plaint made  to  the  juftices  of  affize,  of  the  county, 
where  the  fame  offence  fhall  be  committed,  or  to  the 
judges  of  the  court,  out  of  which  the  pvocefs  iffued, 
not  only  the  party  that  made  fuch  warrant,  but  all 
thofe  that  were  the  procurers  thereof,  fliall  be  fent 
for,  before  the  faid  judges,  or  juftices,  by  attach- 
ment, or  otherwife,  as  the  fame  judges,  or  juftices, 
fhall  think  good,  and  allow  of,  and  be  examined 
thereof,  upon  their  oaths ;  and  if  the  fame  offence 
be  confeffed,  by  the  fame  offenders,  or  proved,  bv 
fufficient  witneffes,  to  the  fatisfattion  of  the  fam^i 
judges,  or  juftices,  that  then  the  fame  judges,  or 
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juflices,  that  fhall  fo  examine  the  fame,  ihall  forth" 
with,  by  force  of  this  act,  commit  every  of  the 
fame  to  the  gaole,  and  there  Ihall  remain,  with- 
out bayl,  or  rnainprize,  untill  fuch  time  as  they, 
amongft  them,  have  fully  fatisfied,  and  paid  unto 
the  party  grieved,  by  fuch  warrant,  not  onely 
the  fumme  of  ten  pounds,  but  alfo  all  cofts,  and 
damages,  as  the  fame  judges,  or  jullices  jQiall  fet 
down,  that  the  fame  party  hath  fudained  thereby, 
and  withall,  twenty  pound  a  peece,  for  their  offence 
to  her  majefty.  21.  king  James,  chap.  16.  3.  king 
Charles,  chap.  4.  Dyer,  fo.  244. 


KING  JAMES. 

•  .1 

(a)T  TPON  the  feventh  day  of  May,  In  the  firll 
\^  year  of  k.  James,  a  proclamation  was  pro- 
claimed, throaghout  London,  for  to  ceafe  all  ex- 
actions, all  monopolies,  and  all  proteftions  what- 
ever, that  was  againft  the  common  good,  and  that 
hindered  mens  fuits  at  law,  alfo  forbidding  op* 
preffion. 

Stabbing  or  thrujiing, 

(b)  Stat.  I.  king  James,  8.  It  is  enafted,  that  if 
any  perfon,  or  perfons,  Ihall  flab,  or  thruft  any  per- 
fon,  or  perfons,  that  hath  not  then  any  weapon 
drawn,  or  that  hath  not  then  firft  flricken  the  party, 
which  (hall  fo  flab,  or  thruft,  fo  as  the  perfon,  or 
perfons,  fo  (tabbed,  or  thruft,  fhall  thereof  dye,  with- 
in the  fpace  of  fix  months,  then  next  following,  al- 
though it  cannot  be  proved  that  the  fame  was  done 
of  malice  fore-thought,  yet  the  party,  fo  offending, 
and  being  thereof  convict,  by  the  verdid  of  twelve 
men,  confeiTion,  or  otherwife,  according  to  the  laws 
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of  this  realm,  fliall  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
his,  or  their  clergy,  and  fliall  fuffer  death,  as  in 
cafe  of  wilfull  murder.     Stat.  Homicide  (24). 

Attoniics  ahiifes  rcmediedy  ^c. 

(c)  Stat.  3.  king  James,  chap.  7.  Be  it  enaded, 
for  rcdrefie  of  fundry  abufes,  committed  by  attor- 
nies,  and  folicitors,  by  charging  their  clients  with 
exceflive  fees,  and  other  unnecelfary  demands,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  fergeant,  and  councellor 
at  law,  who  is  greatly  flandered,  and  to  work  the  pri- 
vate gain  of  fuch  attornies,  and  folicitors,  the  client 
is  often  extraordinarily  delayed,,  be  it  enafted,  that 
for  the  future,  that  no  attorney,  folicitor,  or  fervant 
to  any,  fliall  be. allowed  from  his  ciyent,  or  malter, 
of,  or  for  any  fee,  given  to  any  fergeant,  or  councel- 
ler  at  law,  or  of,  or  for  any  funime,  or  fummes  of 
mony  given  for  copies,  to  any  clerk,  or  clerks,  or 
officers,  in  any  court  of  record,  at  Weflminfter,  un- 
lefle  he  have  a  ticket  fubfcribed,  with  the  hand,  and 
name  of  the  fame  ferjeant,  councellor,  clerk,  or 
clerks,  or  officers  aforefaid,  tefHfying  how  much 
he  hath  received  for  his  fee,  or  paid,  or  given  for 
copies,  and  at  what  time,  and  how  often ;  and  that 
all  attornies,  and  folicitors,  ihall  give  a  true  bill 
unto  their  maflers,  or  clyents,  or  their  affigns,  of  all 
other  charges  concerning  their  fuits,  which  they 
have  for  them,  fubfcribed  with  their  own  hand,  and 
name,  before  fuch  time,  as  they,  or  any  of  them  fliall 
charge  their  clyents,  with  any  of  the  fame  fees,  or 
charges  ;  and  that  if  any  attorney,  or  folicitor  do, 
or  fiiall  willingly  delay  his  clyents  fuits,  to  work  his 
own  gain,  or  demand,  by  his  bill,  any  other  fumme 
^of  mony,  or  allowance,  upon  his  account,  of  any 
monies  which  he  hath  not  laid  out,  or  difburfed, 
that  in  every  fuch  cafe  the  party  grieved  (hall  have 
his  action,  againlf  fuch  attorney,  or  folicitor,  and 
fhali  recover  therein  cofts,  and  treble  damage,  and 
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the  faid  attorney,  or  folicitor,  fhall  be  difcharged 
from  thenceforth,  from  being  an  attorney,  or  foil- 
citor  any  more.     See  chap.  58.  (a). 

All  monopolies^  and  difpcnfations ,  with  penal  laws^ 
Jhall  be  void. 

(d)  Stat.  21.  k.  James,  chap.  3.  For  as  much 
as  your  moil  excellent  majefi:ie,.in  your  royal  judge- 
ment, and  of  your  bleffed  difpofition,  to  the  weal, 
and  quiet  of  your  fubjetfs,  did,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  God,  1610,  publifh  in  print,  to  the  whole 
realm,  and  to  all  pollerity,  that  all  grants,  and 
monopolies,  ami  of  the  benefit  of  any  penal  laws,  or 
of  power  to  difpenfe  with  the  law,  or  to  compound 
for  the  forfeiture,  are  contrary  to  your  majefties 
laws,  with  your  majefties  declaration,  which  is  truly 
confonant,  and  agreeable,  to  the  ancient,  and  funda- 
mci:tal  laws  of  this  your  realm;  and  whereas  your 
majelly  was  further  gratioufly  pleafed,  expiefly  to 
command,  ihar  no  fuitor  Ihould  prefume  to  move 
yoU'"  majeftie,  for  matters  of  that  nature,  yet  never- 
th.leftc  upon  mis-information,  and  untrue  pretences 
of  publick  good,,  many  luch  grants  have  been  un- 
duly obtained,  and  unlawlully  put  in  execution,  to 
the  grear  grievance,  and  inconvenience  of  your 
majeilies  fubjedts,  contrary  to  the  lav/s,  of  this  your 
realm,  and  contrary  to  your  majeliies  royai,  and 
bleffed  intention,  fo  publifhed  as  aforefaid ;  for 
avoiding  whereof,  and  preventing  the  like,  for  the 
time  to  come,  may  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  ma- 
jeftie, at  the  humble  fuit  of  the  lords  fpiritual,  and 
temporal,  and  the  commons,  in  this  prelent  parlia- 
'  ment  afitmbled,  that  it  may  be  declared,  and  en- 
abled, and  be  it  declared,  and  enacted,  by  authority 
of  this  preient  parliament,  that  all  monopolies,  and 
all  conimiflions,  grants,  licences,  charters,  and  let- 
ters pattents  heretofore  made,  or  granted  to  any 
perion,  or  perfons,  bodies   politick,   or  corporate, 

whatfoever. 
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whatfoever,  of,  or  for  the  fole  buying,  felling,  mak- 
ing, working,  or  ufing  of  any  thing,  within  this 
realm,  or  of  any  other  monopolies,  or  of  power,  li- 
berty, or  faculty,  to  difpence  with  any  other,  to 
give  licence,  or  toleration  to  do,  ufe,  or  exercife 
any  thing  againft  the  tenure,  or  purport  of  ^ny  law, 
or  flatute,  or  to  give,  or  make  any  warrant,  for  any 
fuch  difpenfation,  licence,  or  toleration  to  be  had,  or 
made,  &c.  and  all  proclamations,  inhibitions,  re- 
ftraints,  warrants  of  aiTiilance,  and  all  other  matters, 
or  things  whatfoever,  any  way  tending  to  the  infti- 
tuting,  erecting,  flrengthning,  furthering,  or  coun- 
tenancing of  the  fame,  or  any  of  them,  are  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  fo  are,  and  fhall 
be  utterly  void,  and  of  none  efFe£t,  and  in  no 
wayes  to  be  put  in  ufe    or  execution,  &c. 

JBe  it  further  enr>cled,  &c.  that  all  perfon,  and 
perfons,  bodies  pohtick,  and  corporate  whatfoever, 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter  (hall  be,  (liall  (land,  and 
be  dif-abled  and  uncapable  to  have,  ufe,  exercife,  or 
put  in  cure,  any  monopoly,  or  any  fuch  commifTion, 
grant,  licence,  charter,  letters  pattents,  proclama- 
tions, inhibition,  reilraint,  warrant  of  alii  fiance,  or 
other  matter,  or  thing,  tending  as  aforefaid,  or  any 
liberty,  power,  or  faculty  grounded,  or  pretended  to 
be  grounded,  upon  them,  or  any  of  them. 

ihe  party  grieved,  by  pretext  of  any  monopoly, 
&c.  (hall  recover  his,  or  their  treble  damages,  and 
double  colls,  &c.  and  he  that  delayeth  an  adion, 
grounded  upon  ftatute,  incurs  a  premunire  which  is 
expreft  in  the  16.  i\ich.  2.  5.  fhall  be  put  out  of  the 
kings  protedion,  and  their  lands,  and  tenements, 
goods,  and  chatties,  forfeit  to  our  lord  the  king,  and 
their  bodies  to  be  attached,  to  anfwer  the  king,  &c. 
(Charters,  granted  to  corporations,  faved).  (Letters 
patrents,  to  ufe  new  manufaftures  faved).  (Grants, 
confirmed  by  ads  of  parliament,  faved).  (Warrants, 
granted  to  juftices,  faved).  (Letters  pattents,  that  con- 
cern   priming,   falt-peter,   gun-powder,   great  ord- 
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nance  fhoi,  or  offices,  faved).  Nor  (hall  this  ftatute: 
extend,- to  void  conimiffions,  for  allum  mines,  nor 
to  the  licenfes  of  keeping  taverns,  making  glaifc;, 
tranfportation  of  calves  ikins,  nor  for  making  imali; 
nor  for  melting  iron  evre,  with  fea-coal,  he.  provi- 
ded alfo,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  this  adl:,  or  any  de- 
claration, provifo,  penalty,  forfeiture,  or  other  thing 
•  before  mentioned,  fliall  not  extend,  or  be  prejudiciai 

to  any  ufe,  cujR:Dme,  prefcription,  franchize,  free- 
dome,  jurifdiftion,  immunity,  liberty,  or  priviiedge, 
heretofore  claimed,  ufed,  or  enjoyed,  by  the  gover- 
nours,  and  ftewards,  and  brethren  of  the  fellowihip 
of  the  hoaft-men,  of  the  town  of  Newcallie  upon 
Tyne,  or  by  the  ancient  feliowfliip,  guild,  or  fra- 
ternity, commonly  called  hoaft*men,  for,  or  con- 
cerning the  felling,  carrying,  lading,  difpofing,  Ihip- 
ping,  venting,  or  trading  of,  or  for  any  fea-coals, 
ffone-coals,  or  pit-coals,  forth,  or  out  of  the  haveri, 
and  river  cf  Tyne,  or  to  a  grant,  made  by  the  faid 
governor,  and  ftewards,  and  brethren  of  the  fellow- 
ihip of  the  faid  hoaflmen,  to  the  late  queen  Eliza- 
■■'  This  IS  the  beth,*  of  any  duty,  or  fummes  of  money,  to  be  paid 
grant  Oi  IS.      £^^    ^,.  -^^  refpeft  of  any  fuch  coals,  as   aforefaid. 

per  chaldron,     »,,  ,  r,  iii_r  j 

thatthcvrnake  ^icre  the  reader  may  lee,  that  all  thele  excepted,  ex- 
the  nation  pay,  cept  to  the  juilices,  are  allowed  to  be  monopolies, 
&c.  and  this  laft,  the  greateft  that  ever  was.     See  chap. 

Ti.  chap.  8.  (a),  chap.  21.  (a),  parliament  1640. 

Informations  npon  penal  Jiatiites  Jhall  be  prcf^cuicd,  in 
the  counties,  where  the  offences  are  comrniited. 

(e)  Stat.  21.  k.  James,  chap.  3.  Be  it  enacted, 
that  all  informations,  upon  penal  ftatutes,  Ihall  be 
profecuted,  in  the  counties,  where  the  offences  were 
committed,  &c.  upon  default  of  proving  that  the 
offence  was  committed,  in  the  fame  county,  the  de- 
fendant fhall  be  found  not  guilty,  &c.  the  informer 
ihall  make  oath,  that  the  offence  was  committed,  in 
the  fame  county,  where  the  fuit  is  commenced,  &c. 
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The  defendant,  in  an  information,  upon  a  penal 
ftatiite.  may  plead  the  general  ilTae,  that  they  are 
not  guilty,  &c.  Certain  offences  there  be  excepted, 
but  may  be  tried  elfewhere,  ^'C. 

This  flatute  was  made  in  favour,  and  eafe  of  the 
peopl€  from  coming  to  London,  but  it  is  the  worft 
itatute  that  ever  was  made,  and  much  in  favour  of 
the  offt'nder,  for  the  oltender,  in  corporations,  and 
iheriff;,  are  judges,  and  jurors,  in  their  own  cafes, 
and  the  informer  caft  into  prifon,  when  the  judges 
iire  coming  to  alTizes,  &c.  fo  the  judges  cannot 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  fuch  offences,  and  the 
offenders  not  punifhcd. 

If  that  clauf^  of  the  ftatute  were  repealed,  which 
tycs  all  informations  to  be  tryed  only,  and  to  be  pro- 
secuted in  the  fame  county,  and  this  put  in,  that 
any  may  as  well  profecute  at  Wefiiminiler,  as  elfe- 
where, would  bring  into  the  publickrevenew,  above 
a  hundred  thoufand  pound  per  annum. 

LiinitcitiGHs  of  certain  atVtons^  for  avoiding  fiiifs  in  law, 

(f)  Stat.  21.  k.  James,  chap.  16.  Be  it  enacted, 
that  all  adions  upon  the  cafe  (other  then  for  (lan- 
der) aftions  for  account,  actions  for  trefpafs,  debt, 
detriment,  and  replevi  for  goods,  or  chattel,  and  the 
•faid  adtion  of  trefpafs,  qiiare  claufum  frcgit^  within 
fix  years  next,  after  the  caufe  of  fuch  action,  and 
•not  after. 

Action  of  trefpafs,  of  affault,  battery,  wounding, 
imprifonment,  or  any  of  them,  within  four  years 
next,  after  the  caufe  of  fuch  action,  or  fuit,  and  not 
after. 

And  a£tions  upon  the  cafe,  for  words,  within  two 
years  next,  after  the  words  fpoken,  and  not  aiter. 

That  no  perfon  do  enter  into  any  lands,  but 
within  twenty  years  next,  after  his  right,  or  title, 
which  fhall  hereafter  fir  ft  defcend,  or  accrue  to  the 
fame,  and  in  default  thereof,  fuch  perfons,  fo  not 
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entring,  and  their  heirs,  fhall  be  utterly  excluded, 
and  dif-abled,  from  fuch  entry,  after  to  be  made  &c. 
Provided,  that  if  any  perfon,  or  perfons,  be  at  the 
time  of  luch  caufe  of  aftion,  given,  or  accrued,  fal- 
len, or  come  vi^ithin  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  yeers, 
feme  cuert,  mn  compos  mentis,  imprifoned,  or  be  be- 
yond the  feas,  that  then  fuch  perfon,  or  perfons, 
Ihall  be  at  liberty  to  bring  the  lame  aftions,  fo  as 
they  take  the  fame  within  fuch  time,  as  are  before 
Hmitcd,  after  their  coming  to,  or  being  of  full  age, 
difcovert,  of  found  memory,  at  large,  and  returned 
from  beyond  the  lea,  as  other  perfons,  having  no  fuch 
impediments,  (houid  be  done.  Stat.  20.  Hen.  3.  80 
3.  Ed.  1.  38.  32.  Hen.  8.  2.  i.  M.  5. 

The  puniJJjment  cf  drunkards, 

(G)Stat.  21.  k.  James,  7.  &c.  For  preventing  of 
that  loathfome  fm  of  drunkenneiTe,  enacted,  that  for 
every  time  any  was  druuk,  fhould,  within  one  week, 
after  conviction,  by  the  oath  of  one  witnefle,  pay 
five  (hillings  to  the  church-wardens  of  the  parifh, 
for  the  ule  of  the  poor,  and  for  want  thereof  in 
monies,  to  be  fet  in  the  flocks  fix  hours  ;  and  for 
the  fecond  offence,  to  be  bound  to  the  good  be- 
haviour.    (See  chap.  ^^,  (b). 

The  ale-houfe  keeper,  which  doth  not  fell  by  a 
full  meafure  of  a  quart,  fhall,  &c.  and  that  fhall 
keep  any  perfon,  tipling,  above  one  hour,  fhall  for- 
feit ten  fhillings ;  and  all  brewers  that  fhall  deliver 
beer,  to  houfes  unlicenced,  fhall  pay  fix  fiiillings 
eight  pence,  for  every  barrel,  &c. 
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KING  CHARLES. 

^he  petition  of  right . 

(a)OTAT.  3.  year  of  k.  Charles,  upon  thefecond 
\^  day  of  March,  1627.  The  lords  fpiritual, 
and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  aifembled  in  par- 
liament, read  the  petition  unto  the  king,  the  effed: 
thereof  was,  that  his  majefty  would  declare,  and 
grant,  in  open  parliament,  that  none  might  be  com- 
pelled, to  make,  or  yeeld  any  gift,  loan,  or  benevo- 
lence, tax,  or  fuch  like  charge,  without  common 
confent,  by  ad  of  parliament. 

That  none  be  compelled  to  make  anfwer,  or  take 
fuch  oath,  or  to  give  attendance,  or  be  confined, 
molefled,  or  difquieted,  for  refufal  of  that. 

Nor  free-men  be  imprifoned,  or  detained,  it  being 
the  right,  and  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  according  to 
the  laws,  and  ftatutes  of  England,  and  to  declare 
your  royal  will,  and  pleafure,  which  the  king  did,  in 
thefe  words,  (^Soit  droit  fait  come  eft  defire)  Let  right 
be  done  as  is  defired).  See  28.  chap.  30.  (b),  38. 
(c),  41.  (a),  51.  (c),  43-  W- 

The  flar- chamber y  and  high-commijfion  courts,  voted 

down. 

(b)  Ad  17.  king  Charles.  The  parliament  diiTolv- 
ed  the  high-commiflion,  and  ftar-chamber  courts, 
with  the  prefident,  and  councel  of  the  north,  to  the 
end,  to  abandon  all  arbitrary  prefTures,  conceiving 
them  to  be  the  greateft  of  evils.  The  proceedings, 
cenfures,  and  decreafe  of  thofe  courts,  have,  by  ex- 
perience, been  found  to  be  an  intolerable  burden 
to  the  people,  and  the  means  to  introduce  an  arbi- 
trary power,  and  government,  being  contrary  to  the 
laws,  and  liberties  of  the  land,  &c.  all  which 
courts,  and  proceedings,  fbali  ceafe,  afier  the  firfl  oi 
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Augufu,   1 64  J  being,  abfolutely  diffolved,  and  taken 
away,  &c.   Be  it  further  enafted,  and  declared,  that 
neither  his  majefly,  nor  councei  have,  nor  ought  to 
have  any  juriididion,  power,  or  authority,  by  Kng- 
lifh  bill,  petition,  articles,  libel,  or  any  other  arbi- 
trary   way   whatloever,    to   examine,  or  draw  into 
quellion,  determine,    or  difpofe  of  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  goods,  or  chattels,  of  any  of 
the  fubjeds   of  this  kingdome,    but  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  tried,  and  determined,  in  the  ordinary 
courts  of  juftice,  and  by  the   ordinary  courfe  of  the 
law,    &c.     and    that    from   henceforth,    no    court, 
councei,  or  place  of  judicature,  fhall  be  ereded,  or- 
dained, conilituted,  or  appointed,   within  this  I'ealm 
of  England,  &c.  which  fhall   have,  ufe,  or  exercife 
the  fame,  or  the  like*  jurifdidlion,  as  is,  or  hath  been 
ufed,  praftifed  in   the  faid  court  of  flar-chamber ; 
snd  be  it  enaded,  that  if  any,    whoever  they  be, 
fliall  put  in  pradice,  any  of  the  courts  above  named 
pradices,  fnall,  for  fuch  offence,  forfeit  five  hundred 
pound,  for  the  firfl  offence,  to   the   party   grieved, 
one  thoufand,  for  the  fecond  offence,  and  for   the 
third  offence,  fhall  be  from  thenceforth  incapable,  Jpfo 
fado^  to  bear  office,  and  difabled,  to  make  any  gitt, 
grant,  conveyance,  &c.  of  any  of  his  lands,  &c.  nor 
to   have  any   benefit    of  them,    &c.   and    fliall   pay 
to  the  party  grieved,  treble  damages,  to  be  recover- 
ed, &c.  in  any  court  of  record,  at  Welhninflcr,  by 
adion  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  wherein 
no  effoyn,  protedion,  wager   of  law,    ayd,  prayer, 
priviledge,  injundion,  or  order  of  reltraint,  fhall  be 
in  any   wife  prayed,  granted,   or   allowed,  nor  any 
more  then  one  imparlence,  &c. 

It  will  do  the  mafters  of  fhips  no  harm,  to  get 
five  hundred  pounds,  for  every  oath  they  are  forced 
to  fwear  againft  themfelves,  to  cut  purfes,  to  be  im- 
prifoned<  without  judgement  of  the  law,  arbitrarily 
lined,  &c.  all  being  done  by  the  magifirates  of  New- 
caftle,  &c.     See  chap.  29.  chap.  26. 
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THE  PARLIAMENT. 

Monopolies  voted  down,  ^c* 

(a)  1640.  The  parliament  were  then  fo  zealous, 
for  the  nations  weal,  that  feeing  what  heavy  yokes  of 
bondage  the  people  fat  under,  by  monopolies,  they 
fell  to  work  on  them,  and  voted  down  the  pattents 
of  tyn,  foap,  leather,  fait,  &c.  as  being  infringers 
of  the  common  right  of  the  free-born  j  and  the 
pre-emption  of  coals  would  have  been  the  like,  if 
any  publick  fpirit  had  appeared,  and  prefented  that 
grand  grievance,  which  more  concerns  the  life  of 
man,  then  any  of  the  other,  but  I  hope  God  will  do 
it  in  due  time.  See  Hat.  21.  king  James  3.  See 
chap.  44.  (e). 

j^Il  trade  prohibited  to  Newcq/^Ie  upon  Tyne,  isfc. 

(b)  9.  Jan.  1642.  Ordained,  that  all  trade  to 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  for  coals,  fait,  &c.  be  pro- 
hibited, upon  pain  of  forfeiture,  and  confifcation  of 
fhip,  and  goods,  by  reafon  that  town  is  conceived  to 
be  the  principal  inlet,  of  all  foreign  aid,  and  forces, 
for  (trengthening  themfelves  againft  the  parliament, 
tending  to  the  deitruclion  of  the  laws,  and  liberties 
of  England. 

A?i  ordinance  for  a  low  price  of  coals  y  ^c. 

(c)  Feb.  and  June,  42.  and  43.  Two  ordinances 
were  made,  for  fetting  a  rate  upon  coals,  at  London; 
being  fo  fcarce,  and  enhanfed  to  fuch  a  great  rate, 
that  all  the  poor  were  in  a  very  fad  condition. 

Propojitions  to  reduce  Newcajiley  l^c. 

(d)  5.  June,  1543.  An  ordinance  for  redutirig 
Newcaftle,  to  the  obedience  of  the  parliament;  being 
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garrifoned,  and  kept  by  papifts,  and  other  ill-affected 
perfons,  whereby  the  whole  land  fuffers,  for  want  of 
coals,  fo  abfolutely  necellary  to  the  maintenance, 
and  fupport  of  life,  which  falls  heavy  upon  the 
meaner  fort. 

Upon  the  20.  of  June,  the  lord  mayor,  and  court 
of  aldermen,  and  common  councel,  of  the  city  of 
London,  met  at  Guiid-hall,  and  undertook  the  re- 
ducing of  that  town  of  Nev/caftle,  from  their  malig- 
nancy, upon  the  propofitions  of  parliament,  whereby 
they  were  to  be  repaid,  both  principle,  and  ufe  of  all 
charges,  out  of  the  gentlemens  eflates  of  Northum- 
berland, and  county  of  Durham,  (it  wa.s  fwmna  in- 
juria, that  thefe  gentlemen  (hould  be  deftroyed,  for 
the  offence,  and  wickedneffe  of  that  corporation, 
who  never  yet  luffered  for  the  fame,  he). 

Ordinances  of  Parliament, 

(e)  12.  May,  1643.  Ordained  that  there  be  a  freeh- 
and open  trade,  in  the  ports  of  Sunderland,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  and  Blithe,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  to  relieve  the  poor  inhabitants 
thereabouts  by  reafon  of  the  rapines,  and  fpoyls, 
thofe  enemies  of  Nev/caltle  have,  brought  upon  them, 
in  thofe  two  counties,  they  all  being  in  great  want, 
and  extremity. 

(f)  14.  Novem.  1644.  Ordained,  that  a  free,  and 
open  trade  be  had  to  NewcaiUe,  for  coals,  fait,  he. 
that  corporation  being  won  by  the  fword,  with  the 
fcots,  he.  Thefe  are  breviated  in  the  epidle  to  the 
reader,  &c. 

Notwithflauding  all  thefe  fad  events,  which  that 
corporation  brought  upon  the  people,  in  thofe  nor- 
thern counties,  but  the  mayor,  and  burgeffes,  molt 
of  which  were  the  tranfgreffors ,  not  in  the  lead  forrV, 
but  ftill  doth,  with  the  higheft  hand  of  arrogancy, 
and  pride,  tyrannize  over  the  people,  in  thofe  counties, 
not  admitting   them  to  improve  their  eftates,  but 
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calls  them  into  prifon,  &c.  The  opprefTed  cries  for 
relief,  and  could  never  be  heard. 

(g)  17.  June,  1649.  i^  11  ad  of  parliament  pafled, 
for  fail  of  kings  lands,  and  queens,  Sic.  by  vertue 
whereof  was  furveyed  in  lands,  mils,  and  tenements, 
to  the  value  of  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and 
returned  to  Worcelter  houfe.  I  leave  the  reft  to  the 
examiner,   &c.    The  particulars,  I  have,  &c. 

(h) 1650.  An  ad' of  parliament,  condituting 

a  eouncel,  for  regulating  of  trade,  throughout  Eng- 
land, &c.  and  were  to  fit  at  White-hall,  where  there 
was  a  legal  tryal  had  againil  Newcaftle,  and  were 
overthrown,  as  by  the  report,  which  was  drawn  up, 
by  the  laid  eouncel,  to  be  reported,  to  the  parliament, 
as  appears,  &c. 

(1)  Anno  1653.  ^^^  parliament  impcwred  a 
committee,  for  regulating  of  trade,  and  corporations, 
through  England,  &c.  when  more  charge  was 
brought  in  againft  the  evill  pradice  of  the  faid  cor- 
poration, appears,  &c. 

All  that  is  defired,  is  a  free  trade  in  the  river  of 
Tyne,  according  to  the  purport,  and  true  meaning  of 
that  ftat.  II.  Rich.  2.  7.  The  taking  away  what  is 
bad,  in  that  corporations  charter,  the  river  preferved, 
and  men  from  being  imprifoned,  without  judgement 
jof  lawo 


C  c  2  N^za 
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Now  io  givefome  reafons  againji  ibis  arhiirary  power. 

S  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  being  to  give  a  charac- 
ter of  Henry  the  eighth,  prefaceth  his  deicrip- 
tion,  with  this  introduftion,  If  all  the  pidtires^  and 
patterns  of  a  mercilefs  prince^  were  lejl  in  the  worlds 
they  might  all  again  be  painted  to  the  life,  out  of  the 
Jlory  of  that  king. 

So  having  given  the  world  an  account  of  the  mofl 
unchriftian,  illegal,  oppreflive  practices  of  the  ma- 
giflrates  of  Newcaftle,   upon  the  people  of  this  na- 
tion, whofe  either  neighbourhood,  or  calling,  or  con- 
dition of  life,  neceflitate  them  to  an  intercourfe  with 
them,  either  by  way  of  traffique,  or  any  other  way, 
though  forced  into  that  port,  and  harbor,  by  dif- 
trefs  of  weather,  temped,  or  any  other  accident,  in- 
cident to  thofe  that  go  down  to  the  feas  in  lliips,  and 
occupie  their  bufmeffes  in  the  waters;  reflefting  on 
their  actions,  I  may  fafely  fay  of  them,  as  that  noble 
knight  did,  of  that  king,     If  all  the  pidures,    and 
patterns  of  a  cruel,  and  mercilefs  people^  ivere  utterly 
Iq/i  in  the  world,  they  might  be  all  painted  to  the  life^ 
out  of  this  narrative.,  fetting  out  the  illegal  oppref- 
fions,  arbitrary  exadions,  barbarous  murthers  prac- 
tifed,  and  committed,  by  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle, 
both  on  their  neighbors,  and  the  free  people  of  this 
nation. 

There  are  two  rules,  or  canons  in  fcripture,  upon 
which  all  the  commandements  of  the  fecond  table, 
(and  confequently,  all  the  duty  of  man  to  his  neigh- 
bor) do  depend. 

The  firft  is,  $luod  tibi  fieri  non  vis  alteri  ne  feceris , 
What  thou  would/i  not  have  another  do  unto  thee,  that 
thou  oughteji  not  do  unto  another.     This  rule,  well  ob- 

ferved. 
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ferved,  prevents  all  injury,  and  wrong  ;  for  while  a 
man  frames  his  own  anions,  towards  his  neighbor, 
according  to  that  pattern,  which,  in  his  own  breaft, 
he  fliapes  to  his  neighbor,  to  perform  unto  himfelf, 
hee  will  do  no  injury,  bccaufe  he  would  receive  no  in- 
jury; and  this  is  the  ground  of  that  command,  or 
precjept  of  our  Saviour,  Thoujhalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyfelf. 

The  fecond  rule  is,  V/hatfoever  yee  would  that  men 
Jlrnuld  do  unto  yoii^  even  do  yee  unto  them,  Mat,  j.  12. 
and  this  rule  (lirs  us  up  to  all  beneficence,  and  doing 
good  to  our  neighbor  ;   for  as   to  prevent  injuring 
another  man,  a  man  fhould  alke  himfelf,  would  I 
that  another  man  ihould  do  to  me,  as  I  am  about  to 
dp  unto  him  ?  and  fo,  love  to  himfelf,  will  prevent 
hatred  to  another ;  fo  to   confer  favors,   and  to  do 
good    unto  another,    a    man    fliould   afke   himfelf, 
would  I  require  this  boon,  this  favor,  this  good  turn 
fron\  another,  if  I  flood  in  need  of  it,  as  my  neigh-^ 
bor  doth,  and  I  were  in  his  condition  ?  and  would 
the  granting,  or  doing  this  favor,  be  mod  acceptable 
to    me,  and   lay    an    eternal    obligation    upon  me? 
Hence,  love  to  a  mans  felf,  will  kindle  his  bowels  of 
companion  to  his  brother,  and  v/ill  difpofe  him  wil- 
lingly to  do  that  good  unto  another,  which,  if  oc- 
cafion   ferved,    he    would    willingly    receive   from 
another. 

Thefe  men  of  Newcaftle  regulate  themfelves,  in  all 
their  actions  here  charged  upon  them,  and  fully 
proved,  by  oath  of  men,  of  undoubted  integrity, 
neither  by  the  one  rule,  nor  by  the  other  ;  for  they 
do  not  onely  do  thofe  injuries,  and  wrongs,  which 
they  would  not  take,  but  they  deny  thofe  favors, 
which  they  would,  if  occafion  ferved,  willingly  re- 
ceive; nay,  they  do  not  onely  deny  to  do  thofe 
favors  themfelves,  which,  not  onely,  by  the  law  of 
chriftian  charity,  but  even  by  the  didate  of  nature, 
and  common  humanity  they  are  bound  to  perform, 
but  they  hinder,  and  deter  thofe  that  would  do  them, 

and 
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and  violently"    profecute,  fine,    and  imprifon    thofe 
v/ho  have  relieved  them,  and  without  their  prefent 
help,    had   fhip-wracked    in    the    very    haven,    and 
perifiied,  under  the  expectation  of  a  delayed  afliftance. 
I  {hall  not  accule  all  incorporations,  as  eflablifhed 
monopolies,  but  certainly  the  corporation  of  New- 
It  would  not  caftle,  as  it  is  managed  by  thofe  men,  is,  of  all  mono- 
be  amiis  for     polies,  the   moll   oppreffive,    and  confequently   the 
thehoneilbur  moft  odious  monopolie ;  rendred  fo  by  thofe  inju- 
^refies  to  pro   j-JQ^g^  deilruclive,  illegal  priviiedges,  which,  againfl 
X^  .kJv.>,U4   all  Jaw  of  God,  and  man,  they  have  made,  and  in- 
tothccnd,  the  dulged    to    themfelves,  and  accordingly,    are   rigo- 
ii>not:ent  may  roufly  pracfiled  by  them.    But  that  their  monftrous 
not  fuffer  fur  pradices  may  more  clearly  appear,  to  all  the  world, 
thenocent;     ^j,^^^  j^.^^j^  y^^^^  fcattcred,  and  divided,  by  neceflary 

tneir  oatn  it      ,  .  ^  „  1    1  r   •  n  1 

not  to  uphold  interweaving  or  proors,  and  depoiitions,  Itatutes,  and 
inch  Rdings.  laws,  and  other  fupplemcnts,  I  fhall  here  contrad:, 
into  a  narrow  compafs,  and  prefent  them,  Brevi 
quaft  iabelld-,  unto  the  view  of  the  world.  1  heir 
tyranny,  and  oppreffion,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe 
heads. 

Firfl,  Falfe  Imprifonments,  without  any  tryal  of  law, 
or  offence  committed  ;  (pag.  yy.  95.  61.  82.  go.  92, 
99.  91.  109.64.  87.  113.  95)  When  the  chief 
prieft,  and  elders  of  the  jews,  defired  Feftus,  on  their 
information,  barely  to  pafs  fentence  upon  St.  Paul, 
(though  a  heathen  judge)  he  returns  them  this  an- 
fwer,  It  is  not  the  manner  of  the  Romans^  to  deliver  any 
man  to  die,  before  that  he,  which  is  accufed,  have  the 
accifers  face  to  face,  and  have  licence,  to  anfwer  for 
Jji?nfelf  Acl.  25.  16.  On  the  unjuftice,  and  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  this  courfe,  doth  Nicodemus  op- 
pofe  the  chief  priefb,  and  pharifees,  in  the  behalf 
of  Chrift,  Doth  our  lazv,  (faith  he)  judge  any  many 
before  it  hear  him,  a?id  know  what  he  hath  done,  fohn 
7.  51.  (p.  166.  g).  This  way  of  proceeding,  in  ju- 
dicatory, is  mod  repugnant,  both  to  the  law  of  na- 
ture, as  you  fee  in  the  Romans  law,  and,  alfo,  to  the 
law  of  God,  which  pofitively  determines,  One  wit- 

nefi 
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nefsjijall  not  rife  up  againjl  a  man,  for  any  iniquity,  or 
an-^  fin^  that  he  fmmth  ;  at  the  mouth  oftwoy  or  three 
witnejfes^fhall  the  matter  be  ej}abl'if:)ed,  Deut,  19.  15. 
and  if  God  would  not  have  any  man,  to  be  con- 
demned, in  any  judicatory,  by  the  tellimony  of  one 
witnefs,  but  by  the  joynt  atteftation  of  two,  or  three, 
at  lead,  as  is  evident,  by  this  text  of  fcripture,  and 
by  many  concurrent  places  of  divine  writ,  as  Numb, 
35.  30,  Deut.  17.  6.  Mat.  18.  16.  John,  8.  17.  Heb. 
10.28.  2.  Cor.  13.  I.  How  much  lefs  would  God 
approve  of  fuch  tyrannical  proceedings,  to  condemn 
a  man,  without  any  witnefs  at  all,  or  ever  permit- 
ting the  perfon  accufed,  to  take  up  an  apology,  or 
jufl  defence  for  himielf. 

Secondly,  Forcing  men  to  fwear  againf  themfelves, 
(pag.  64.  78.  92.  93.  94.  97.  98.  109.)  How  highly 
were  the  hearts  of  this  nation  inflamed  ?  wh'at  indig- 
nation did  they  conceive  againll  the  practices  both 
of  the  Itar  chamber,  and  high  commiiTion,  hereto- 
fore, (pag.  93.)  as  laying  an  unfupportable  yoak  upon 
the  necks,  of  the  people,  by  the  lender  of  the  oath,  ^-x 
officio'^  Hath  all  the  nation  freed  themfelves  from 
this  bondage,  by  a  good  law,  fo  that  elfewhere  no 
man  is  compelled  to  teflifie  againlt  himfeife,  or 
where  other  witneffes  fail,  inforced  to  accufe  him- 
felf  ?  and  mud  they  onely,  that  come  under  the  jurif- 
di£lion  of  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftie,  remain  in- 
llaved  under  the  fame  bondage  ?  Is  this  tyranny  lav/- 
full  at  NevvcafUe,  that  is  exploded,  and  cad  off  every 
where  elfe  ? 

Nay,  that  which  infinitely  heightens  their  oppref- 
lion,  and  Vt^ickednefs,  is  this,  that  thofe  reafons 
which  were  alledged,  to  julHfiie  this  praftlce,  (pag.  ^ 
191.  94.  93,  92.  109.)  both  in  thedar  chamber,  and 
high  coinmiffion,  have  no  place  of  preteufion  here. 
There  the  zeal  of  judice,  to  let  no  fm  go  unpunifl^ed, 
and  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  finners  confeflion,  and 
accufing  of  himfelf,  as  Jofliua  abjured  Achan,  My 
foHi  give  I  pray  thee  glory  to  the  Lord  God  oflfracl,  and 

make 
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make  confejjion  unto  him  ;  and  tell  me  now,  what  thou 
haft  done,  hide  it  not  from  fue,  fofh.  7.  19.  was  al- 
leged as  an  inftance,  to  juftifie  their  proceedings, 
where  otherwife  the  offender  could  not  be  dil- 
covered,  either  by  evidence  of  the  faft,  or  telHmony 
of  witneffes ;  but  here,  by  an  oath,  they  compel 
men  to  reveal  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts,  to  rile  up 
in  judgement  again{t  themfelves,  for  no  other  end, 
but  by  their  own  confeflion,  to  make  them  guilty, 
and  then  invade  their  fortunes.  Firft,  they  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  their  confciences,  (pag.  92. 
114.  106.)  and  by  that  make  themfelves  mailers  of 
their  ellates.  Covetoufnefs,  and  not  zeal  of  jullice, 
or  Gods  glory,  is  the  principle  from  whence  they 
a(5l. 

Thirdly,  Impoftngfines  arbitrarily^  (p.  25.  (f),  34. 
(r),  47.  48.  64.  90.  91.  92.  95.  97.  98.  99.  124.  26. 
116.  J 17.  17.  18.  and  then,  no  wonder  if  they  be 
exceffive,  exceeding  both  the  merit  of  the  crime  pre- 
tended, or  the  ability  of  the  offender.  How  great  a 
temptation  is  it  to  jullice,  to  befevere,  and  ridgid  in  its 
fentence,  when  the  punilhment  of  the  offender  is  the 
inriching  of  them  that  paffe  the  fentence  ?  (Nay,  the 
judges  themfelves  are  the  grand  offenders,  and  goe  un- 
puniilied),  (p.  83.  84.  85.)  and  fo  it  is  here  at  New- 
callie.  (p.  87.  (q),  p.  97.  (c),  p.  96.  (h),  p.  109. 
(d),  p.'  116.)  One  reafon  that  induced  fome  fages 
of  the  law  to  affirme,  that  the  latter  kings  of  Eng- 
land, had  divelted  themfelves  of  their  power,  to  fit 
perfonally  in  their  courts  of  jullice,  and  deligafed  it 
to,  and  invefled  the  judges  of  the  refpedive  benches 
therewith,  M'as,  becaule,  in  impofing  of  fines,  the 
king  was  both  a  judge,  and  party  interelled,  not 
only  as  the  fountain  of  jullice,  to  be  adminiftered  un- 
to the  people,  but  as  the  perfon  into  whofe  exchequers, 
and  treafury,  the  laws  of  England  paid  their  fines. 
But  the  magillrates  of  Newcaflle  injoy  thofe  privi- 
leges, which  were  thought  unbefeeming  the  kings 
of  England,     They  are  both  judges,    and  parties. 

They 
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They  eftimate  the  offence,  and  receive  the  fine;  and 
then  how  frequently  covetoufneffe,  and  felf-intereft, 
fit  on  the  bench,  in  the  place  of  juftice,  (p.  38.)  the 
world  may  eafily  judge  ;  as  appears  in  the  cafe  of 
Lewis  Froft,  and  unjuft  judge  Bonner,  hee  having 
two-pence  half-penny  of  all  ballad,  and  the  other 
catchpole  Bonner,  to  arrefl  the  refufers. 

Fourthly,  Obftruding  all  indeavours  for  grant  of        ^ 
a  market  at  North  Shields,  fix  miles  from  Newcaflle,  Pag.  75. 106. 
and  in  another  county,  and  12  miles  from  any  other  "^7-  io9- 
market,  in  the  fame  county,  and  then  robbing  people  "^'  ^'~' 
of  their    commodities,  in    their  own   markets,  and  ,5^]  j^g'. 
feizing  on  goods,   carried  through  their  town,  al- 
ledging  forraigne  bought,  and  forraigne  fold.     Mar- 
kets were  for  conveniences,  and  not  for  ingroffing 
all  provifions,  and  peoples  lives,  (p.  92.) 

Fifthly,  For  imprifoning  poor  artificers  (p.  90.  91. 
86.)  for  working  in  their  own  trades,  at  the  town 
of  Shields,  though  in  another  county,  and  detain- 
ing them,  iintill  they  enter  into  bond  never  to  work 
there  again,  which  is  to  engage  themfelves,  to 
abandon,  and  renounce  that  calling  wherein  they 
were  brought  up,  to  expofe  themfelves,  their  wives, 
and  children,  to  want,  and  beggary,  or  elfe  to  turn 
vagabons,  (p.  183.)  and  defert  the  place  of  their 
habitations,  being  by  thefe  mens  tyranny,  neceffi- 
tated  to  leave  their  callings,  or  their  dwellings. 
What  fad  fiite  hangs  over  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
this  town,  to  be  deprived  of  the  common  privileges 
of  engliflimen,  fhall  I  fay?  nay  defpoyled  of  the 
common  privileges  of  mankind,  In  tbefweat  of  their 
browes  to  eat  their  own  bread,  Genejts  3.  19.  and  to 
yeild  obedience  to  that  precept  of  St.  Paul,  Let  him  , 

labour y  ivorkiiig  with  his  hands  the  thing  that  is  good, 
that  hee  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth^  Ephefians 
4.  28.  Or  that  of  the  fame  apoftle,  i.  ''Thef.  4.  1 1. 
and  2.  'Ihef.  3.  10-  11.  12.  The  character  of  New- 
caftle,  or  rather  indeed  the  ufurped  power  of  the 
magiftrates  there,  fupercedes  the  commandments  of 

D  d  God, 
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God.  Let  every  man,  faith  St.  Paul,  abide  in  the 
fatJie  calling  ivJkrein  hee  'is  called,  i.  Cor.  7.  20.  It 
he'e  doth,  Tay"  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle,  he  fhall 
not  abide  in  Shields,  nor  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
our  corporatiori  ;  as  if  they  were  a  limbe  of  the 
bead  ;  fd'  that  ho  man  may  work,  (p.  ']'^,  78.  168.) 
or  buy,  or  iell,  fave  he  that  halh  their  mark,  Revel. 
13.  17.  That  is,  unlelfe  hee  be  a  member  of  that 
fl-eedome^  which  ingroffelh  fo  much  freedome  to 
themfelves,  that  tliey  leave  no  freedome  at  all  to  their 
j5ool- hei^hbours.  (p.  11 1.) 

Sixthly,  p-   74.   "]S'    ^2.    (a),  90.  91.   79.)  Im- 
prifoning  all  that  are  not  free  of   their  corporation, 
that  fhalf  indeavour  to  fave  flnps  in  diftrelfe,  f^om 
perifhing  in  the  river,  and  \vh'en  they  are  fuiik,  for 
want  of  help,  feizing  the  goods  of  the  mall^is,  and 
alfo  imprifoning   their  pcrfons  (78).  many  months. 
Let  the  world  whefefoever  it  is  moil  favage,inofl 
barbarous,  ihew  fuch  an  inllance  of  fuch  an  aggre- 
gation of  injuftice,  opprefliph,  and   cruelty  as  this; 
and  (as  wee  fay,  let  them  carry  their  coals)  If.  not  to 
fave  life  bee  to  kill,  and  if  not'  to  doe  good^  when  an 
opportunity  is  offered  nnto  us,  is  to  doe  evi II,  3.S,  in  our 
Saviours  doftrine,  certainly  it  is,   Mark   3|   4.  then 
not  to  fave  a  fliip,  (p.  70.)  I,  and  perhaps  th^  ma- 
riners, and  pafl'engers  lives  too,  (77.  78.)  when  they 
have  an  opportunity,  nay,  when  they  are  earneftly 
intreated,,  and  their  help  implored,  is  in  Gods   ac- 
compt   all  otie,  as  if  they  had  funk    the  fliip,  and 
drowned  the  men,  (p.  86).  Hee  that  doeth  not  pre- 
vent a  mifchief;  when  it  is  in  his  power  to  doe  it,  is, 
in  Gods  accompt,  the  contriver,  and  the  author  of 
it;  but  that  which  is  the  great  aggravation  of  their 
opprefllon,  in  this  kind,  and  heighteneth  ,it  beyond 
any  parallell  is,  they  deny  all  help  to  Ihips  in  diitreile 
(p.  y6,  yy.)  that  fo  making  fhip  wrackj  (p.  19.  20. 
74.  75.  y6.  77.  78.  87.  79.  81.  90.  91.)  Thiit  vvhi.cli 
in  this  is  ufually  alleged    to  take  off  from  the  h(j)r- 
ridneffe  of  their  tyranny  is,  viz,  that  they  mud  fend 

■      ■  '  '"for 
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for  help   from   Newcartle,..%nifies  ,i;o^thinf]^  V;iN|?^V- 
caftle  being  feveii  miles  from  that  h^rl^pur  of  Shiej^s.. 
Wbil/}  ihc  grajje  grows,,  ihc'jleedjiarve^^  .a?  ,thq,;pro,- 
verb  tells  us  ;  and  while  liclp  is  expecii.'-l,  the  fliip  is 
loft. 

If  thefe  men  could  comir.and  the,  win(^„  a.pd  ^PV^t 
not  to  rage,  and  f\vell^  but  bp  hu(hed  into  a  calmQ, 
and  the  river  kepjt  i"rom  i^riezing  (p.  63,.  84..,  ^5* 
109.  112.  "]-].  7S.,  79.,  ,80'.  8,1. .j)2.  33',)  untill 
they  fent  down  help  from  .jNJ^.wcaftle,  their  reply 
might  be  admitted  ;  but^  finpe  the.jiyind,  f(?a„andice, 
are  not  controllable  by  their  charter,  what  abomina- 
ble tyranny,  what  favage  inhumanity,  is  it  to  deny 
fhips  in  diftrefl'e,  fuch  help  as  is  at  hand,  to  preferve 
thenifelves  ;  cafes  of  necclTity  inake  voyd  proprieties^ 
that  which  without  the  cafe  of  neceility  is  theft>  in 
the  cafe  of  neceflity  is  next  theft;.  ,.,  ,^^    ,,  ^.    ,.  , 

Men  doe  not  dej^ife  a  thief ^^  if  heejleaje  fojhtpfy  his 
foul  ivhen  hee  is, hungry^  Proverb.  6.  ^30.  .and  ^ttie  law 
faith,  when  thou  comjl  into  thy,neigJolipurs., vineyard^ 
ihoii  maijl  eat  grapes  thy  fill ^  at  thine.  oii»i  pleqfure^ 
Deui.  23.  24.  In  cafe  of  extreame  .necpffity^  that,  all 
things  are  cominon,  ,is,^l*9  i<3y^t  opinion  of, all 
divines.  This  is  the  law  cif  nature,  q,nd  therefore 
not  to  be  over-ruled^  by  aiiv  pofitive  j^w^  of  any 
kingdonje,  or  common-wealth  ;,,fprjn  tfjqfe  cafes,  of 
extream  neceility,  the  perfon  in  this  cpndiripnj' tak;, 
ing  that  wliich  is  anothers,  is  not  guilty  pftl^eft,  for 
'Jure f no  utitur,  as.the  cafuift?.  determine,  hee  dot!) 
but  make  ufe  of  his  own  right,;,  npr  ,doth, ,  it  come 
under  the  definition  of  theft, '.which  is,  taking^fwayi 
that  which  is  another ^i^iam,  without,^, his  coifent  ;  foe 
as  neceility  alters  the  property,,  j^nd  ,  makes  it  hi^ 
own,  fo  \yhile  he  makes  ufe  pf  his  own  righ^:,  the 
other  ferietur  confe?itiref'\s  bound^  to  give,  his  con-^ 
fent,  and  to  acquiefce  in  the  others. injoynjent  of  it. 
And  therefore,  in  all  pofitive  laws,  Avbereby  pi;operty 
is  diftihgui'lhed^  there  is  none  of^hem,  whiph  hold 
ill  cafe  of  extream  neceility  ;  and  ftiall  extream  ne- 

D  d  2  ceflity 
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ceflity  entitle  a  man  to  a  part  of  another  mans  real 
polleffion,  by  which  there  is  Damnum  emergens,  fome 
damage,  or  diminution  of  the  goods,  and  poffefTion 
of  the  owner,  and  yet  free  the  invador  from  all  im- 
putation of  iiijuflice,  or  ufurpation. 

And  fliall  not  a  poor  mafter  of  a  fhip,  in  cafe  of 
extream  neceffity,  (p.  'j'^.  78.  ']6.  109.  79.  74. 
80.)  difpence  with  the  privileges,  and  charter 
of  Newcaftle,  which  at  moft,  can  be  but  lucrum 
ceffans,  a  fufpenfion  of  their  privileges,  and  gaine, 
and  make  ufe  of  fuch  helps,  for  his  prefervation,  as 
Providence  affords,  without  running  the  danger  of 
fending  for,  and  waiting  the  help  from  Newcaftle  ; 
without  the  ruine  of  thofe  that  fave  him  ?  Shall  not 
extream  neceffity,  which  is  an  apology  for  all  the 
world,  bee  his  juft  apology,  to  plead  his  excufe  in 
this  cafe,  and  free  him,  and  his  helpers,  from  the 
tyranny,  and  perfecution  of  the  magiftrates  ? 

3.  The  prophet  Jfaiah,  tels  us  of  fome  magiftrates 
that  were  companions  of  theeves,  Jfaiah  i.  23.  Ezekiel 
tels  us  of  others,  that  were  like  evening  wolves, 
ravening  for  their  prey,  Ezekiel  11.  27.  and  Ze- 
phany^  of  others,  that  were  like  roaring  lyons, 
Zeph.  3.  3.  If  any  man  doubt,  whether  thefe  charac- 
ters of  oppreffive  magiftrates,  be  applicable  to  thefe 
of  Newcaltle,  I  ftiall  fay  no  more  to  them,  than  our 
Saviour  did  to  Nathaniel  in  an  other  cafe,  Co?ne  and 
fce^  J  oh.  I.  46. 

Seventhly,  Prohibiting  gentlemen,  and  others,  in 
the  counties,  both  of  Northumberland,  and  Dur- 
ham, to  fell  their  coales  to  ftiips,  to  be  tranfported  to 
London,  compelHng  all  owners  of  colleries,  to  fell 
their  coals  to  themfelves  firft.  If  any  fliall  prefume  to 
fell  their  coals,  immediately  to  the  fliips,  without 
taking  them  in  the  way,  they  feize  upon  fuch  coals, 
upon  pretence  that  the  owners  of  the  coals  are  not 
free  of  their  corporation,  (pag'  21.  22.  100.  10 1. 
98.  99.  102.  103.  104.  49.  84.  82.  81.  40.  193. 
165.  (d).     And  if  this  be  not  a  monopoly,  of  as 

high 
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high  a  nature,  and  producing  as  ill  effeds,  and  thofe 
of  as  large  extent,  as  any,  that  (to  the  great  content, 
and  liitisfadion  of  the  nation)  hath  been  abolifhed, 
let  the  *  world  judge.  A  welch  pedigree,  doth  not 
del'ccnd  by  nioie  jleps,  and  degrees,  than  the  pro- 
perty of  their  coals  is  varied,  while  it  is  derived 
from  the  owner  of  the  eollery,  unto  him  that  at  laft 
buyes  ihe  commodity,  to  fpeiid  it,  as  well  trades  as 
others.  Vhc  owners  of  colleries,  mull  firfl  fell  the 
coals  to  the  magiflrates  of  Newcaftle,  the  magiflrates 
to  the  mafters  of  fliips,  the  mailer  of  fhips  to  the 
woodmongers,  or  wharfingers,  and  they  to  thofe 
that  fpend  them:  Every  change  of  the  property  ad- 
i^Vnig  to,  and  enhancing  the  price  of  the  coals,  thus 
nterchangbably  bought,  and  fold  ;  which  courfe,  as 
it  picks  fome  monev  out  of  the  purfes  of  every  man, 
that  buys  coals,  befidcs  bad  *  coals  being  thereby  *  Which  no;T 
vented,  fo  it  grinds  the  faces  of  the  poor,  who  in  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
thefe  latter  years,  by  reafon,  mainly  of  this  mono-    .']^' ,        , 
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polizing  of  them,  have  found  it  as  hard  a  matter  to  ;„  ^uyj,,^' of 
fortify  themfelves  againfl   cold,  as  againft  hunger,  flatcsasw'ell  as 
(p.  III.)   whereas,  if  the  owners  of  every  coUery  coals,  p.  50. 
had  free   liberty,   to  fell   (p.  124.)  his  coals  to  fhips 
immediately,    Tinmouth   haven,  would    afford   two 
hundred   thoufand   chaldrons   of  coals  in  the    year 
more  than  now  are  vented,  which  would  reduce  the 
late  exorbitant  exceflive  rates  of  coals,  in  the  city  of 
London  (p.  64.  65.  81.)  to  under  tvv'enty  fliillings  a 
chalder,  all  the  year,  winter  as  well  as  fummer,  and 
bring  into  the  common  treafury  above  forty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  (p.  60.    100.   101.  103.)  Some 
owners  of  coal-pits,  v/ill  rather  let  their  pits  be  fired, 
like  thofe  at  Benwell,  and  confume,  than  let  their 
coals  to  the  magiflrates  of  Newcaflle.     If  the  coal- 
owners,  in  each  county,  from  whence  all  coals  come, 
fliould  be  as  refractory  to  the  magiflrates,  in  deny- 
ing their  coals,  as  the  magiflrates  are  to  the  maflers, 
(pag.    104.  99.    100.    98.)  few,  or   none  would  be 
brought  to  London,  or  any  revenue  raifed. 

Eighthly, 
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Eighthlvj  Forcihg  all  fliips,  up  the  river  fix  miles, 
amongft  dangerous  fands,  fhelves,  ^nd  the  bulks  of 
funk  Ihips,  (p.  74.  ys-  7^-  77-  78.  84.  99.  100.) 
that  ib  they  may  ealt  out  their  baliafl,  upon  their 
ilioars^  and  all  for  the  greedinefs  of  receiving  eight- 
pence,  for  every  tun  of  ballaft,  which  hath  occa- 
fioned  the  fpoyl,  and  lofs  of  many  fliips,  to  the 
utter  undoing  of  the  mailers,  and  owners  of  the 
ihips.  and  the  deftruftion  of  the  lives  of  many  poor 
leamen,  and  mariners,  whofe  blood  will  be  required 
at  their  hands,  who  put  them  on  thofe  dangers,  in 
which  they  perifhed  ,  befides  their  choaking  up  the 
mod  part  of  that  river,  by  forcing  the  ballaft  up 
their  fandy  hils,  near  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle, 
many  thoufand  tuns  whereof  is  blown,  and  waflied 
down  into  that  river,  (p.  83.  84).  They  will  neither 
preferve  the  river,  nbr*  let  dodor  Swinbourn,  vice 
adn^ral  for  the  county  of  Durham,  doe'it,  who  hath 
fined  fome  of  the  magiftrates  hundreds  of  pounds, 
for  damages,  &c. 

Laftly,  Countenancing  their  officers  in  their  op- 
preliions,  nay,  in  their  very  murthers,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Thomas'  Rutter,'with  otherfe,  who  having 
farfeited' their  lives  to  jufrice,  for  killing  Ann,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Clifi,  of  North  Shields,  Was,  by 
their  pov^^er,  and  favor,  refcue'd  from  that  deiath,* 
which  they  juftly  deferved,  (p.  86).  God  would  nb'l: 
fuffer  his  altar  to  be  a  fanduary  to  a  wilful  mur^ 
thei-er,  neither  would  king  John,  their  patfon, 
(p.'  38).  Tj^^  ?nan  co?ne  prefwnptuci/J/y  upojt  his 'neigh- 
bor, to  Jlay  him; '  thou  Jlmlt  take  hifii  from  7n'ine  ait ar^ 
that'he'iiaydie^.Exo.  21.  14;  Th'e' laW  of  Engfeild 
defines  what  murther  is,  (p.  \.^K).Bloo'd  dcfteth  the 
landi  ^  and  the  land  cannot  be  clcanfed  of  the  blcbdthat 
is  Jhed  •  therein^-  but  by  the  bUtid '  of' hint 'that  Jh'ed  'it I 
l^nmb.  ^5,.  33.  When  therefore' God  iliall  make'in- 
quifition,  they  thatjlaid  hi?)!,  that  offered  violence  td 
the  blood  -ofhis  neighbor,  and  Jhould  haije  gm'e  td  the 
pit,  Prov.2Q.  ij:  wiil  be  found  to  commitriicafb  iii 
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this  warder,  and  invQlved  in  the  fame  guiifc,  with 
him  that  comaiitted  it,  but  the  good  God  be  mer- 
ciful to  them,  that  have  not  approved,  or  confenttjd 
to  this  wickednefs;  For  though  our  eyes  did  fee  this 
i^loodi  yet  our  hands  did  not  Jhed  it ;  and  therefore  let 
ev^ry  one  that  would  wafli  his  hands  clean,  Irom 
that  blood,  pray,  as  God  pvcicribed,  Be  imrciful^ 
0  Lord,  unto  thy  people  If r  a  el,  ivhom  thou  haji  rcr 
deemed,  and  lay  not  innocent  blood  unto  thy  people  Ifraels 
charge,  Deut.  21,  7.  8. 

Thus  have  I  given  you  a-  fhort  view  of  the  tyran- 
nical oppreilive  practices  of  the  magiftrates  of  New- 
caflle,  whofe  hn  receives  no  fmall  aggravation  from 
their  office,  and  calling,  in  that  they  are  magiftrates, 
whom  God  hath  furnifhed  with  authority,  to  that 
end,  that  they  might  prevent,  and  red refs  injuries, 
done  by  others,  and  execute  wrath  upon  e-vill  doers, 
Rom.  13.4.  So  that  in  their  oppreffions,  they  fin 
againft  the  very  end  of  their  calling,  they  transform 
the  very  image  of  Gods  power,  and  juftice,  which 
they  fuftain,  into  the  image  of  Gods  enemy,  Satan, 
whom  herein  they  refemble,  and  become,  after  a 
fort,  wickednefles  in  high  places,  as  the  devils  are; 
for  amongft  them,  as  much  as  any  where,  is  that  of 
Solomon  verified,  I  faw  under  the  fun,  the  place  of 
judgement ,  that  luickednefs  was  there,  and  the  place  cf 
righteoufnefs,  that  iniquity  was  there.  Tic  clef.  3.  16. 
And  although  attempts  hitherto,  and  all  indeavors, 
for  redrefs  of  thefe  oppreftive  courles,  have  proved 
abortive,  and  fruitlefs,  no  man  compaifionating  the 
people  with  Saul,  fo  much  as  to  alke.  What  ay  let  h 
this  people,  that  they  weep,  i.  Sa?n.  11.  5.  No,  after 
many  addiefifes,  petitions,  remonftrances,.  an^d  futes 
at  law,  being  ftiiled  by  the  inftigation  ofvcorrupt 
perfons,  then  in  power,  and  obllrucled,' by  the 
mutability,  and  changes,  we  have  top  jul^ireafon  to 
complain  with  Solomon,  Behold  the  tcars.-pffuch  as 
were  oppreffed,  ,and^  they  had  no  comforter s^  and  on  the 
Jides  of  their  opprejfors. there  was  power ^  hut  they,  the 
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opprejfed,  had  no  comfortcry  Ecclef.  4.  1 .  Yet  at  this 
time  we  are  not  without  good  hopes,  but  that  the 
cries  of  the  poor,  and  the  oppreffed,  will  enter  into 
the  ears,  and  hearts  of  this  prefent  power,  That  they 
will  be  as  a  hiding  place  from  the  winde,  and  a  covert 
from  the  tempe/i^  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as 
the  Jhadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land,  Jfa* 
32.  2.    ^ 

But  if  our  hopes  now  fail  us,  we  muft  fit  down, 
and  figh  out  that  of  Solomon,  If  thou  fee]}  the  oppref 
fton  of  the  poor,  and  violent  perverting  of  judgment  and 
jujiice  in  a  province ,  marvail  not  at  the  matter ,  for  Het 
that  is  higher  than  the  highejl  rcgardeth,  and  there  be 
higher  than  they,  Eccles,  5.  8. 
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Fifhermen               —  —                —                —              48 

Felons             —  —               —               25,  26,   116,   163 

Fees  by  corporation  —               —                —              152 

Fenwick              —  —                  —          —           145,   146 

Farrow               —  —                —                —                no 

Fee-farm              —  —           —             —              7,   ii,   12 

Fifh  royal              —  —                —                —                20 
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Grounds  fenced  —          —           43,  44,   82,   83,   118,    119 

Gardiners              —  —              —              62,  63,  67,    no 

Goods               —  —                 —              —              64,    123 

Grenaway  —               —              —                —               11^ 

Gatcfhcad  —                —                  —                  172,    178 

Gold  and  filvcr  —                  —                —                 1 66 
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Grievances  to  be  rcdrefTed             —              —  —          167 

Gallows               -r-               —               —  —               21,   26 

Gaolers                —                —                —  —               164 

Grammer-fchool              —              —           —  —             32 

Governor             —             —              —  —             33>34 
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28,  32,  49 
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— 

— 
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— 

— 

13 

L.  Howard 
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— 

16 

Sir  Heath 

—                — 
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51,  118 

Hilton 

—              — 
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— 

57»  109 

Hanjjfing 

—              — 

— 

— 

26,  114 

Heads  cut  off              —              — 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

93 

Hume 

—               — 

— 

— 

75'   'C7 

Sir  Haflerigge                  — 

— 

106,  1 

[08,  113 

Hefilwood 

—                — 

78 

,  85,  92 

Harrifon 

—               — 

— 

— 

S6,  93 
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_              —              — 

— 

91 

Habeas  corp 
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— *• 

—   ■ 

89 
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— 

— 

90 
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— 

125 
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— 

— 
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— 
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— 

— 

H3 
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. —              — 

— 

— 

144 

K.  Hen.  7. 

—              — 

— 

— 

148 

K.  Hen.  8. 

—               — 

— 

— ■ 
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K.John  —  —  —  I,  7>  i37»  3^ 

K   James  •—  —  —  —  3^ 

Indictments  —  —  —  87,    188,    147 

Impiifoning  —  —  17,   35,   82,   88,   89,  90,    91 

Juftices    ■         —  18,   20,   24,   25,    1 16;    142,   164,    165 

Judges  and  jurors         —        19,  96,    109,    116,    154,    J55,    172 
Ingroffers  —  —  19»    ^^1^    "0»   ^^^'    ^'2,    170 

Jarrow  __  _  _  _  53,81,    96,119 

Jui-y  _  —  _«  _  135,   154 

Information  of  penal  ftatutes         —         —  188,   171,   172 

K 

Keelesmen  —  —  —  43>   io5»   H3 

Katherines  liberties  —  —  •■ —  4^ 

Kents  land  —  —  —  —  ^^5 
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L 

Limitation  of  acli'ons  —                —                 —  189 

Laws,    7,     34,   36,  37,    88,    96,    116,     117,    125,     126,  130, 

141,    17,   22,  23. 

Liberties  forfeited  —              —                45,   46,  124,    172 

Lamb                 —  —                 —                  —  160 

Leafe  grand  collery  —                —                —  26 

Lever              —  —                —               —                 99,  100 

Low              —  - —               —            —               —  80 

Lyme              —  —  ■            —              —              —  82 

Lambert                —  —                —                —  91 

Lyng               —  _              -^              __              _  5,^ 

lAimfdall             —  —           —                —  106 

Lands  purchafe  —              —                    177,   17,    n,  33 

Letters  counterfeited  —                   —              —  83 

M 

Morpeth  burnt                   - —                   —  —                   a 

Mayor  chofen,    22,   23,  24,   25,  38,   39,  119,    120,    167,    137 

Mortmain                   —                   —  —                  26,  177 

Murder                  _               —               _  ^8,  87,  185,  168 

Markets,  22,29,  <^3>   75»    ^o^,  107,    108,  109,    112,  II3,  124, 

159,    169. 

Merchants                    —                    —  —                    124. 
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Mallen                    _                     _  __                     y5,   80 

Morfs                    —               —  —                    —                81 

Midford                      —                      —  —                     82 

Mirriton                     —                      —  —                   1 03 

Meafures,  coals                   — >  —                  —                 84 

Mil'eries                     —                       —  —                     126 

N 

Newcaftle,   16,  21,66,  67,   71,   72,  118,    121,   122,   143,  128 

Northumberland                —             —  126,   127,   128,   129 

Navigation                   —                    . —  —                   121 

Normans  —  ——  .  125 

O 

Oliver,  lord  proteftor                     —  —                   121 

Oificers 
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Officers  —              19,  23,  24,  29,  33,  38,  87,  157,   167 
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Oath,  23,  38,  42,   78,  92,  93,  94,    95,  97,    126,    134,    135, 

»36,  I37>  ^38'  ^39>   168. 

Ordinances  —                      —  149,  193,   154 

Ordes  wife  —                    —  — ^^  106 
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Parlament                     —                    —                      5,  59, 

62,   193 

Puniiliments                —                 — •                —                 17 

,  47,   62 

Petition  right                    —                  — 

191 

Pleading               —                    —              —               33»   29 

,  66,  72 

Penalties                     —                     —                    — 

35^  25 

Profits                    —                    —                    —               — 

3^ 

Parfe  cutting                   —                   —               — 

92,   182 

Prifons,    25,  64,   77,    88,    89,    90,    91,  92,    93,  95, 

99,  161 

Peach                   _—-___ 

97 

Prifoners                    —                    —                    — 

164,  90 

Pots                   _                   —              —                   _ 

80 

Pilots                   —                   __                 _                 _ 

123 

Phillips                   —                   —               ■ —                79, 

84,   104 

Perjury                   -—                   —                   79,   82,  92, 

93>   179 

Pye                        

98 

Poor                   —                   _                   ~              _ 

i«3 

Provifion              —              63,     10 1,   109,  1 10,     iii, 

112,   ri3 

Prentice               —                —                 —                 117, 

118,  179 

Pardon                    —                 —                 —                 — 

31 

Prerogative                  —                   —                    — 

125 

Pope                   —                —                —                 — 

137 

Quo  warranto  -~'  —  31,  37,   120,   159 

R 

K.  Rich.  2.  —  —  —  12,  173 

Ryots  —  —  —  177,  88,   144 

Regrators  ■ —  —  — ■  —  19,  170 

Rates  —  —  86,   ic6,   107,   166 

Robbing  ■ —  —  --  —  169 

Recorder  —  —  —  —  23,   24 

Recognizans  —  —  —  —  29 

River,   84,    109,  III,    112,    38,   46,    62,     63,    99,     100,    15:?, 

^5S>  ^55*  53^  S9y  64,  65,  80,  8;,  84,   109,  118. 
Rewards  —  —  —  —  47 
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Read 
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SherlfF    —          13,   25,    I4i,   145,   147,   156,   162,   1S2,  183 

Sueing            —             —             —              17>  49»  98.    106,  108 

Seele              —                  —              —              17,  3°,  34.  ^^S 

Sparhawke                   —                   — .                    —              18,  ici 

■""                    ~~                   —  33 

—                   —                   —  no 

Ships  unload,  35,  43,  44,  60,  64,  123,  124,   irr,    112,  75, 

76,  77>  78,  :9>  8o>  81,  82,  86,  98,    109,   123,  HI, 

108. 

Star  chamber                    —                   —                    49,  9^,  191 

Ship-carpenters  — -  —  123,   61 
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Survey                — ,                 -_                 _                _  j^- 
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Trades  —               21,   58,  84,  118,  121,  170,    173,   176 

Tyrants  law  —                    __                    __                    /-j^ 
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Taylor 
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152 
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5S 
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168,  31 
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104,  III 
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I 00,  105 
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32 

Ufurped  power  pardoned                  —                 — 

31 

W 

Wall             ^             —             -             —              — 

10 

\Yreck          —          —       19,   20,    74,   75,   76,   77,   78 

,79,  162 

Workmen                —             —                —                  183 

1,  90,  91 

Wages                 —              —                 —               — 

86,   78 

Wtiiching                 —                     —                    — 

47,   no 

Willy                 _                 — ,                   —                   — 

81 

Witch-finder               —               — -          ,     —               — 

116 

Wheeler                — .                -_                —                 — 

114 

Wyard                —                —                     _                     _ 

97 

Warrants                —                —                 110,   88,    I04, 

159,  160 

William  conqueror                —                    — 

125,  126 

Water              —              —               —              — 

109,  1 10 

Weft                 ~                '—                —                — 

113 

Williamfon                   ' —                    —                    — 

106 

Weights  and  meafures               —             —             — 
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Y 
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Yelvertcn             —               ««    •         —              — 

49 
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